
 

Model
Railroader

INTERVIEW WITH THE NMRA PREZ

November 2025

 Follow that train!
We chase a local freight on Tony Koester’s Nickel Plate

• Model late autumn trees
• Build a depot from scratch
• Sneak peek at Great Model Railroads 2026

PLUS



All locomotives feature the MoPower capacitor for uninterrupted DCC power. Suggested minimum radius: 18".

CONTACT YOUR RETAILER OR ORDER DIRECT AT RAPIDOTRAINS.COM & RAPIDOTRAINS.CA

•                                 
                                      

b  k                          

•                                      
                                                                            

Lok    Sound
EST. 1999

All locomotives feature the MoPower capacitor for uninterrupted DCC power. Suggested minimum radius: 18"

IR

•           b                            
fi     b               fi     b               

•              T                  
                              1 70    

Lok S
NEW! ATSF Bicentennial

 fifi                                                            
fifififi                                                     

© 2025 Wm. K. Walthers, Inc.

Support your local hobby shop ■ visit titansofsteel.com ■ call 1-800-487-2467

COLLECT.

CONNECT. 

TRADE.
Introducing a new line of railroad-themed trading cards that 

combine the thrill of railfanning and the excitement of collecting. 

Featuring themed series, rare finds, and exclusive cards, it’s more 

than a collection—it’s a new way to enjoy the hobby.
TitansofSteel.com



© 2025 Wm. K. Walthers, Inc.

Support your local hobby shop ■ visit titansofsteel.com ■ call 1-800-487-2467

COLLECT.

CONNECT. 

TRADE.
Introducing a new line of railroad-themed trading cards that 

combine the thrill of railfanning and the excitement of collecting. 

Featuring themed series, rare finds, and exclusive cards, it’s more 

than a collection—it’s a new way to enjoy the hobby.
TitansofSteel.com



INTERVIEW WITH THE NMRA PREZ

November 2025

 Follow that train!
We chase a local freight on Tony Koester’s Nickel Plate

• Model late autumn trees
• Build a depot from scratch
• Sneak peek at Great Model Railroads 2026

PLUS

Next issue

In December, we visit 

John Brown’s C&O New 

River Sub, learn how to 

build a budget DCC 

controller, build a farm 

wagon, celebrate NMRA 

standards, and more!

NOVEMBER 2025
Volume 92, Number 11

On the cover: Nickel Plate 

Road Mikado 619 leads the 

KC Local across the Peoria & 

Eastern in Veedersburg, Ind. 

Dan Munson photo

In every issue                                        

6 On Trains.com
The latest features on our website 

8 From the Editor 
Anniversaries and milestones

10 News & Reviews
Hobby industry news 

18 Ask MR
Milwaukee, Racine & Troy western terminus

24 Step by Step
Swinging into autumn 

with handbuilt oak trees

60 On Operation
Out in the country

62 Trackside Photos 
Sneak preview of 

Great Model Railroads 2026

73 Index of Advertisers 
and Cartoon  

74 Trains of Thought 
Forty years of Trains of Thought

Features                                                

27 Starting at the top at the NMRA
President Gordy Robinson shares how he 

started with the NMRA, and where he 

hopes to take it

by Eric White 

32 Scratchbuild a station in HO
A longtime friend commissioned the Nickel 

Plate Road depot in Veedersburg, Ind.

by Wayne Wesolowski

38 A day with the KC Local
Follow along as No. 45 works 

between division points

by Dan Munson

48 The CN Central
Skyscrapers and mountains coexist 

on this layout

by Dave Rickaby

57 Kickin’ it old school
How to use older materials 

in today’s modeling 

by John Pursell

In This Issue

38

27

24

62

32

4 Trains.com

Model Railroader (ISSN 0026-7341, 
USPS 529-810) is published monthly by 
Firecrown Media Inc., 405 Cherry Street, 
Chattanooga, TN 37402. Periodicals postage paid 
at Chattanooga, TN and additional mailing offi ces. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Model 
Railroader, PO Box 850, Lincolnshire, IL 60069.

MRR-CS1125.indd   4 8/26/25   5:13 PM



ATLAS MODEL RAILROAD CO, INC. • 378 Florence Ave., Hillside, NJ 07205 • shop.atlasrr.com

Tropicana

Now Available from 

AtlAs trAinmAn® N 50’ MECHANICAL REEFer

Burlington Northern

For more information on these and other high quality Atlas products, 
visit your local hobby shop or shop.atlasrr.com!

Products bearing Pacific Fruit Express (PFE) marks are made under 
trademark license from Union Pacific Railroad Company.

Canadian National

Canadian Pacific Tropicana

Santa Fe (SFRP) Pacific Fruit Express

MRR Nov 2025.indd   1 8/27/25   11:17 PM



On Trains.com

Check out the world of L gauge model railroading

L gauge is the name Lego builders use to describe the model trains built with 

Lego bricks. Many of the train sets you can buy from Lego only vaguely resem-

ble prototype trains, but there are modelers who are using the brick system to 

create reasonably accurate models. Learn more in this story on Trains.com.

6 Trains.com

MORE 
REVIEWS
& VIDEOS

• Videos 
• News & Reviews  
• Community 
• Shop & more. 

Conducted by Eric White

First-timer’s view of 
an NMRA convention

Lucas Iverson joined the team from 

Model Railroader that went to the 

National Model Railroad Association 

National Convention in Novi, Mich., 

in July. Check out his fi rst-timer’s 

impressions of the event as part of 

our online coverage. Lucas was also 

behind the videos he and MR Editor 

Eric White shot at the convention. 

See the latest PECO Catalog for further details, pick up your FREE copy from your PECO stockist.

Made in the UK by PECO • For stockists call +44 (0)1297 626204 or visit www.peco-uk.com

Photo: PECO Streamline Code 70 Track on Mick Bryan’s Bryford County Terminal.

#6 Diamond 

Crossing

Code 83
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SWITCH TO                                 HO

Choose between Code 70, Code 83 or Code 100 track

• Great availability • Incredible value • Built to last 

• The only HO track systems you  

will ever need!
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From the Editor By Eric White

8 Trains.com

Model railroading is fun!

Anniversaries and milestones
It seems like everywhere I 
look, someone is celebrating 
an anniversary or a mile-
stone. The two we’re looking 
at this month are the 
National Model Railroad 
Association’s 90th, and Tony 
Koester’s 40th.

You may have heard about 
the NMRA’s. On Labor Day 
weekend in 1935, a group of 
model railroaders, including 
Model Railroader magazine 
founder Al Kalmbach and 
Wm. K. Walthers Inc.’s very 
own William Walthers, were 
among those who voted to 
create the National Model 
Railroad Association. 

Back in the spring, we 
talked with NMRA President 
Gordy Robinson, and much 
of that interview is available 
on Trains.com. Some of the 
conversation was edited out, 
and we present that here, 
where Gordy tells us about 
his early experiences with the 
NMRA in Great Britain, and 

how that shaped the way he’s 
leading the organization 
today. You can read more 
about that on page 27.

Now what you may not 
know, unless for some reason 
you’re keeping track of all 
sorts of MR statistics, is that 
this issue marks 40 years since 
Tony Koester’s Trains of 
Thought column first 
appeared in the magazine. 
That’s about 480 columns — 
yes, I know we repeated one 
last year — along with scores 
of other stories Tony has 
shared with us on these pages, 
not to mention Model Rail-
road Planning, which he’s been 
editing since its debut in 1995.

Tony has also reached that 
mythical milestone of the 
“completed layout.” Of 
course, the Nickel Plate Road 
St. Louis Division Third Sub. 
is still getting work done on 
it, for the most part, it’s at the 
point of filling in the details, 

replacing a few remaining 
stand-ins, and dealing with 
anything that new informa-
tion uncovers.

To mark the occasion, 
photographer Dan Munson 
visited Tony’s layout last year, 
and wrote the story you’ll find 
on page 38. It gives a taste of 
what running over Tony’s lay-
out is like, something I’m glad 
to have had the privilege to 
do. I think you’ll be enter-
tained by Dan’s unique take 
on the layout visit story.

But wait, there’s more! 
One of the last buildings that 
needed to be upgraded was 
the depot at Veedersburg. 
Wayne Wesolowski was look-
ing for something to do, and 
Tony needed a building, so 
they came to an agreement. 
See the result starting on  
page 32.

Now this issue isn’t all Tony 
Koester. You’ll also learn how 
to make late-autumn trees for 

another longtime contribut-
ing editor’s layout. Lou Sassi’s 
wife, Cheryl, steps into her 
role as the Sandy River & 
Rangeley Lakes’ chief arborist 
to share her easy-to-follow 
techniques, plus more.

As model railroading sea-
son gets into full swing, I’m 
sure you’ll be able to find 
something in this issue to 
entertain and inspire you. 
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News & Reviews

10 Trains.com

N scale

HO scale locomotives

• Electro-Motive Division MP15AC 
diesel locomotive. Wisconsin & 
Southern, Carload Express, Seaboard 
System, Soo Line, Southern Pacific, 
Tacoma Rail, and Transportación 
Ferroviara Mexicana. Detailed cab inte-
rior; factory-applied photo-etched metal 
and injection-molded plastic detail parts; 
detailed fuel tank with fillers, gauges, 
and breather pipes; flexible rubber train 
line and m.u. hoses; and die-cast metal 
frame. Genesis series. Athearn Trains, 
800-338-4639, athearn.com

• Seaboard Coast Line GP16 diesel 
locomotive. Independent Locomotive 
Service (BTR Grain), Canton Steel, CSX, 
Family Lines (Clinchfield and Seaboard 
Coast Line), GATX Leasing, Palmetto, 
Pioneer Rail (Mississippi Central and 
Decatur Junction), Rail Link Common-
wealth Railway, RJ Corman, Seaboard 
System, and Webb Asset Management. 
Injection-molded plastic body, die-cast 
metal chassis, and road-specific details. 

With ESU LokPilot non-sound Digital 
Command Control decoder, $269.95; 
with ESU LokSound sound decoder, 
$339.95. InterMountain Railway Co., 800-
472-2530, intermountain-railway.com

• Montreal Locomotive Works S-13 
and RS-23 diesel locomotives. S-13: 
BC Rail, British Columbia Ry., Canadian 
National, and ex-CN but unlettered. 
RS-23: Canada Atlantic Ry., Canadian 
Pacific, CP Rail, Devco, Minnesota 
Commercial, and Windsor & Hantsport; 
also available painted industrial red and 
yellow but unlettered. Die-cast metal 
frame with separate details, photo-
etched metal radiator grills, and metal 
grab irons. Direct-current model, 
$249.95; with ESU LokSound V5 sound 
decoder, $359.95. Rapido Trains Inc., 
905-474-3314, rapidotrains.com

HO scale rolling stock

• Pullman-Standard PS-2 2,893-cubic-
foot capacity covered hopper. Atlantic 
Sugar Refineries Ltd.; Atchison, Topeka 
& Santa Fe; Missouri-Kansas-Texas; 

Monon; Soo Line; and Southern Pacific. 
Photo-etched metal running boards, 33" 
nickel silver wheelsets, and wire grab 
irons. Genesis series. Athearn Trains, 
800-338-4639, athearn.com
• Trinity Industries 5,161-cubic-foot 
capacity three-bay covered hopper.
BNSF Ry. (Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe; 
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy; 
Colorado & Southern; and Northern 
Pacific heritage schemes); AGP; Dakota, 
Minnesota & Eastern; Imperial Sugar; 
Kansas City Southern; Potash Corp.; and 
Union Pacific. Three to six road numbers 
per paint scheme. Etched-metal running 
boards (12 or 17 supports as appropri-
ate); separate, factory-applied details; 
InterMountain metal wheelsets; and 
Kadee knuckle couplers $59.95. Inter 
Mountain Railway Company, 800-472-
2530, intermountain-railway.com

• Halliburton pneumatic railcar. 
Halliburton (1960s, 1970s, 1980s, and 
1990s versions); also available painted 
gray and red but unlettered. Newly 
tooled from original blueprints and mea-
surements. Full underbody details and 
piping, separate metal grab irons, stain-
less steel metal roofwalk, roller-bearing 

Electro-Motive Division SD35 diesel locomotive. Atlas 

Model Railroad Co. offers this six-axle road unit in new paint 

schemes, including Montana Rail Link, Cargill, CSX, and Great 

Lakes Central. New road numbers are available on models 

decorated for Baltimore & Ohio, Norfolk & Western (high 

short hood), Southern Pacific, and Southern Ry. (high short 

hood). The N scale model has a Scale Speed motor, light-

emitting-diode lighting, and body-mounted Accumate 

couplers. Direct-current models with a factory-installed 

speaker are priced at $134.95. Versions with an ESU sound 

decoder list for $249.95. Atlas Model Railroad Co., 908-687-

0880, shop.atlasrr.com

MRR-NR1125.indd   10 8/26/25   6:18 PM



November 2025 11

HO scale

Gunderson 50-foot boxcar. Paint schemes on this Proto-series car from 

Walthers include CSX, Arkansas-Oklahoma RR, BNSF Ry., and Canadian 

National. The HO scale boxcar ($49.98) is offered in three road numbers per 

paint scheme; an undecorated model is also available. Product features include 

factory-installed and painted formed-wire grab irons; freestanding door rods 

and levers, end ladders, and crossover platforms; screw-mounted roller-

bearing trucks with 36" metal wheelsets; and body-mounted Proto-Max metal 

couplers. Wm. K. Walthers Inc., 414-527-0770, walthers.com

Conducted by Cody Grivno and Mitch Horner

trucks with metal wheelsets, and semi-
scale metal knuckle couplers. Suggested 
minimum radius, 18". Single car, $64.95; 
six-pack, $389.70. Rapido Trains Inc., 
905-474-3314, rapidotrains.com

HO scale transit

• Rapido Toronto Transit Commission 
CLRV streetcar. Toronto Transit 
Commission (multiple schemes), Boston 
Urban Transportation Development 
Corp. Demonstrator, and Urban 
Transportation Development Corp. (con-
cept scheme). Fictional schemes: Boston, 
Buffalo, Philadelphia, and San Francisco. 
Road-number-specific details, interior 
with seats and operator controls, and 
factory-applied destination signs. Power 
collection via track power or combined 
trolley pole and track power. Direct-
current model, $208.95 to $223.20; with 
ESU LokSound and MoPower capacitor 
system, $313.45 to $327.70. Rapido Trains 
Inc., 905-474-3314, rapidotrains.com

N scale rolling stock

• Johnstown America BethGon 
Coalporter. CIT Group (CITX and 
CEFX reporting marks), Conrail, 
Entergy Corp., and Minneapolis & St. 
Louis. Plastic body, removable coal load, 
and 36" machined metal wheelsets. 
Minimum radius, 93⁄4". $249.99 (Primed 
for Grime, $264.99). Athearn Trains, 
800-338-4639, athearn.com
• Four-bay cylindrical covered hop-
per. Battle River Ry., Canadian National, 
Government of Canada (red, CNWX 
and CPWX reporting marks), Mobil 
Grain (Saskatchewan Grain Car Corp. 
patchout), Union Pacific (gray with 
Chicago & North Western marks and 
UP herald), and Willamette Valley Ry. 
Multiple road numbers per scheme. 
Knuckle couplers and metal wheelsets. 
$39.95. InterMountain Railway Co., 800-
472-2530, intermountain-railway.com  

N scale transit equipment

• Budd 2600 Chicago Transit 
Authority ‘L’ cars. Chicago Transit 
Authority (as-delivered, Speedlines logo, 
Circle logo, Work Motor, Pink Line pro-
motional, and 75th anniversary 
schemes); also available painted silver 
and black but unlettered. Two-car set 
features one powered and one unpow-
ered 2600-series car. Operating head-
lights, marker lights, and interior  
lighting on both ends and detailed 
underbody. Suggested minimum radius, 
93⁄4". Two-car set: without sound, 
$389.95; with sound, $499.95. Four-car 
collector set: without sound, $429.95; 
with sound, $549.95. Rapido Trains Inc., 
905-474-3314, rapidotrains.com

O scale locomotives

• General Electric ET44 diesel loco-
motive. CPKC, BNSF Ry., Canadian 
National (BC Rail and Elgin, Joliet & 
Eastern heritage units), CSX, Norfolk 
Southern, and Union Pacific. 1:48 pro-
portion. Die-cast metal truck sideframes, 
pilots, and fuel tank; detachable snow 
plow; and two crew figures in cab. 
Features Proto-Sound 3.0 with Digital 

Command System and ProtoSmoke die-
sel exhaust. $799.95. Premier line. Atlas 
Model Railroad Co., 908-687-0880,  
shop.atlasrr.com

O scale details and accessories

• 45-foot Pines trailer. Montgomery 
Ward Electric Avenue, GLKX (ex-
Redon), National Piggyback Service, 
Neshanic Trailer Co., Norfolk & 
Western, and Southern Pacific. 
Adjustable hitch pin; raised and lowered 
landing gear; and working doors, bars, 
and latches. $39.95. Master Line. Atlas 
Model Railroad Co., 908-687-0880,  
shop.atlasrr.com

Z scale rolling stock

• Association of American Railroads 
40-foot modified 1937 boxcar.
Southern Ry. (single car and two-pack). 
Etched-metal running boards, position-
able doors, blackened metal wheels, and 
AutoLatch couplers. Contact manufac-
turer for pricing information. American 
Z Line, 614-764-1703, americanzline.com
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News & Reviews

Rapido Trains Inc. has released an 
updated version of its highly detailed 
HO scale model of United Aircraft ’s 
TurboTrain. Th e fi rm is calling this 
release TurboTrain 2.0. Much like the 
real high-speed trainsets developed and 
built in the late 1960s and then upgraded 
through their service lives, Rapido’s own 
HO model of the iconic gas-turbine-
powered train has seen many improve-
ments since its fi rst off ering in 2008. 
Most notable among the upgrades are 
better operating and running character-
istics. Th ese include slow-speed motor 
control and completely redesigned 
single-axle trucks between the cars. 
Th e new Turbo model is not compatible 
with Rapido’s original 2008 equipment. 

The TurboTrain started life as the 
Turbine Motor Train (TMT) project, 
proposed by United Aircraft  in 1965 to 
modernize passenger train travel. United 
Aircraft  built a total of seven trainsets, 
two for the U.S. Department of Trans-
portation and fi ve for Canadian 
National, although some CN equipment 
eventually migrated to the States. Th e 
U.S. trains were built by Pullman- 
Standard in Chicago; Canadian sets were 
built by Montreal Locomotive Works.   

Th e trainsets were fabricated using 
aluminum construction with low centers 
of gravity. Th ey used the Spanish Talgo 
design for single-axle trucks between the 

cars with 30" wheelsets, providing a 
smooth ride for passengers at high 
speeds. Th e two Power Dome Cars 
(PDCs) in each trainset each had a single 
dual-axle power truck. U.S. TurboTrains 
were also equipped with 600VDC third-
rail pickup shoes for operation in and 
out of Grand Central and Penn Stations 
in New York.  

Th e U.S. trainsets operated between 
New York and Boston on the New 
Haven, and later Penn Central railroad, 
under contract with the U.S. DOT. Th eir 
Canadian counterparts ran mostly 
between Montreal and Toronto. Th e 
modern, comfortable trains were popu-
lar with travelers when introduced in 
late 1968 but suff ered from growing 
pains. Th e CN trains required heavy 
upgrades to combat Canadian winters. 
Th e entire fl eet of TurboTrains also 
required expensive maintenance, oft en 
aft er every run. Poorly funded Amtrak 
ended its TurboTrain service in 1976, 
while the CN trains passed on to VIA 
Rail and lasted until October 1982.  

Rapido has produced three different
Power Dome Cars (PDC) and six diff er-
ent Intermediate Cars (IC) to allow it to 
accurately reproduce the Turbo trainsets 
in all of their signifi cant paint schemes 
and car confi gurations. 

U.S. Department of Transportation 
trains were delivered as 3-unit sets, and 

Rapido off ers those decorated in both 
the original United Aircraft  gray deliv-
ery and blue striped Penn Central color 
schemes. In 1972, the DOT expanded its 
TurboTrains to fi ve cars by ordering two 
more Intermediate Cars and painted the 
trains for Amtrak. Rapido off ers a fi ve-
car set in early Amtrak red/white/black 
(the one we tested), and in Amtrak’s later 
red/white/blue paint scheme. Amtrak 
picked up an additional 4-car Turbo 
Train from CN in 1973, which can be 
depicted with the later Amtrak train by 
removing one coach.

Th e fi ve Canadian National trainsets 
started with seven cars each, but aft er a 
signifi cant modifi cation program, CN 
swapped equipment to create three nine-
car trains. Rapido off ers the basic CN 
train as a fi ve-car set, as well as a four-
car add-on set to build either a seven- or 
nine-car train. Th e nine-car trains were 
repainted in the yellow and blue VIA 
CN scheme in 1976 before becoming 
part of VIA Rail in 1978.

We received a fi ve-car early Amtrak
set for review. Th e train consists of two 
PDCs (Nos. 28 and 29) plus two ICs 
(Nos. 36 and 37) and one snack bar/
coach (No. 29). Note, the numbers refer 
to the car’s UAC confi guration and not 
to its road number. Th e decoration on 
the train is excellent, capturing the strik-
ing red/white/black early Amtrak paint 
scheme well. Th e plastic body shells 
feature many details, including sepa-
rately applied 
windshield wipers. 

Th e models 
include LED light-
ing inside and out, 
with gold-white 
headlights and 
roof-mounted 
interior lighting. 
Th e lighting circuit 
has a capacitor for 

Rapido HO United Aircraft TurboTrain

Trains.com members 
can see the Rapido 
TurboTrain in action 
with this QR code. 

Eight tabs on the roof of the TurboCoach lock into tabs (four on each side) on top 

of the clear window glazing. The train features fl icker-free LED lighting, and there is 

plenty of room in the detailed interior to add fi gures (not included).
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even, fl icker-free operation. Th ere are 
dual headlights on each end, as well as a 
Gyralite (activated by function 3 on 
DCC). On the rear of the train, there is a 
red Gyralite. Th ese lights automatically 
switch ends when changing directions. 
You can turn the interior lights off  using 
the included magnetic wand.

Th e intermediate coach roofs are 
removable, allowing the modeler to add 
fi gures to the detailed interiors. Th ey are 
held in place by 8 press-fi t tabs, four 
evenly spaced on each side of the car-
body. (I did not attempt to take the PDC 
apart.) Typical of Rapido Trains’ atten-
tion to detail, the various ICs and PDCs 
match their prototypes’ fl oor plans.  

Rapido has made assembling the 
trainset as easy as possible. Since this is a 
Talgo-type trainset, the cars share the 
single-axle intermediate trucks. Th e 
undersides of the cars are marked with 
both position in the train and direction 
of travel. Th e cars clip to the center post 
on the truck. Th e black diaphragms 
press-fi t between the cars by carefully 
compressing them one at a time and slip-
ping them between the car ends.

If you clip the guidance arms from 
the intermediate trucks, the train will 
negotiate an 18" radius curve, although it 
will look a lot better on 22" curves or 
larger — no arm clipping needed. 

The new TurboTrain features a motor 
in each PDC, plus an ESU sound 
decoder and speaker. On an NCE DCC 
system set for 28 speed steps, our train 
crept along at 1.4 scale mph at speed step 
1. Top speed at step 28 was 88 scale mph. 
Th ough below the normal 100 mph 
cruising speed of the TurboTrain, it 
works well as a layout top speed as the 
train eats up the track quickly. Note: Be 
sure both locomotives are on the track 
before doing any programming. 

Perhaps the most notable thing was 
how smoothly the train operated all 
through the speed range. Our sample 
had no performance issues and glided 
along eff ortlessly through the 28" radius 
curves and No. 5 turnouts. 

Th e train features a host of sounds, 
including some made from actual 
TurboTrain recordings. Th ey are acti-
vated using DCC functions. Th e doppler 

horn was one of my favorites. Be aware 
that many of the sounds will only play 
when the function is fi rst activated. For 
example, aft er activating F6 to play the 
“open doors” sequence, you will need to 
turn off  F6 before activating it again. 

As delivered, the TurboTrain’s sound 
decoders are set for Canadian station 
announcements (F11 through F16). If 
you have an American TurboTrain, press 
F17 to switch to the train’s U.S. station 
announcements (F11 through F15).  

Rapido has done an excellent job
revamping one of its iconic models. As 
the story goes, Jason Shron started 
Rapido Trains Inc. because he wanted an 
HO scale TurboTrain. I, for one, greatly 
appreciate the upgraded drive and oper-
ating characteristics and have really 
enjoyed running the TurboTrain on vari-
ous layouts. — David Popp

Facts & features

Price: Three-car set, $749.95; fi ve-car set, 
$899.95; four-car Canadian add-on sets, 
$319.95; single coach, $89.95.
Manufacturer
Rapido Trains Inc.
382 High St.
Buffalo, NY 14204
rapidotrains.com
Era: 1968 to 1976 (United States), 1968 to 
1982 (Canada)
Road names: Amtrak (early and late), 
Canadian National, Penn Central/United 
States Department of Transportation, 
United Aircraft/U.S. DOT, and VIA Rail. 
Features

• Metal wheels on plastic drive axle gears, 
properly gauged

• Minimum radius, 18" (with modifi ca-
tion); recommended radius, 22"

• Weight: Power Dome Cars, 11 ounces; 
Intermediate Cars, 2.7 ounces

The Rapido Trains HO TurboTrain 2.0 includes a redesigned intermediate truck and 

coupler assembly, providing a reliable connection between the cars. The guide arms 

on the truck slip into eyebolts on the bottom of the cars. The diaphragm press fi ts 

between the cars once they are connected to the single-axle truck.
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News & Reviews

An Association of American Railroads 
(AAR) 50-ton fl atcar is the latest body 
style from Kadee Quality Products Co. 
Th e newly tooled HO scale model fea-
tures injection-molded plastic construc-
tion, a detailed underbody, and No. 158 
whisker couplers. 

The AAR recommended three 50-foot 
fl atcar designs in 1941. In his book 
Freight Cars of the ’40s and ’50s
(Kalmbach Books, 2015), Jeff  Wilson 
wrote, “Th e 50-ton, 53'-6" AAR riveted 
design was based on a Union Pacifi c car 
built by Pullman-Standard (Class F-50-
11). Th e car had fi shbelly sides with a 
single taper and 15 stake pockets on each 
side (with the middle stake slightly to the 
right of center on each side).”   

Th e sample we received is decorated 
as Nickel Plate Road 3038, part of the 
railroad’s 3000 through 3049 series. 
Th e full-size cars were built under Lot 
5720-A by Pullman-Standard Car & 
Manufacturing Co. in Michigan City, 
Ind., in November 1942. In 1958, 24 cars 
from this series were modifi ed to haul 
trailers. Examples of these cars were still 
on the roster when NKP merged with 
Norfolk & Western in 1964. Some cars 
survived in Nickel Plate Road paint into 
the 1980s.

The plastic body on the Kadee fl atcar
consists of the sides, ends, center sills, 
body bolsters, and draft -gear boxes. 
Finely rendered plastic grab irons are 
located on the sides and ends at all four 
corners. Following prototype practice, 
the car has a brake wheel on a drop staff . 
Yes, you can raise and lower it on the 
model. Nice touch!

Th e stake pockets are molded on a 
plastic strip. Standoff s between the strip 
and pockets fi t into notches on the top of 
the sides. 

Th e plastic deck is tan with wood 
grain and fastener detail. A metal 
weight, painted a similar color, is 

attached to the bottom of the deck. Th e 
color, along with fl ooring and stringer 
detail, help it blend into the model. 

Th e crossties are part of a separate 
plastic casting that fi ts between the cen-
ter sills. Th e air reservoir and 3∕4" auxil-
iary and emergency reservoir pipes are 
part of the casting.

Flexible engineering plastic was used 
for the rest of the brake system. One 
casting has the brake pipe, air hoses 
(with angle cock detail), and uncoupling 
levers. Another has the brake cylinder, 
control valve, levers, brake rods, and 
related pipes. Th e plastic draft -gear box 
covers are attached with screws. 

Th e Kadee fl atcar also has optional, 
modeler-installed parts, including stake 
poles and single- and double-board 
sides. All of the parts, molded in tan 
similar to the deck color, are attached to 
sprues. I’d recommend tweezer-style 
sprue cutters to detach the parts.  

Our review sample is neatly painted
black with opaque white graphics. Th e 
placement of the road name, reporting 
marks, road number, and other data 
matches a prototype photo of car 3038 
that I found on the Nickel Plate Road 
Historical & Technical Society website.

Th e fl atcar is equipped with Kadee’s 
Bettendorf 50-ton self-centering trucks 
with a two-piece split bolster. Infor-
mation on the Kadee website states that 
this design provides “more ef  cient truck 
equalization [and] reduced axle friction 
for greater rolling performance.”

Th e screw-mounted trucks are made 
from High Gravity Compound. Th e 
sideframes have raised foundry data and 
crisply defi ned details. Th e 33" ribbed-
back wheels, mounted on plastic axles, 
are properly gauged. Th e face of each 
wheel has raised lettering that reads 
Association of Manufacturers of 
Chilled Car Wheels A.R.A. 1921.

Body-mounted Kadee No. 158 whis-
ker couplers are installed at the correct 

height. At 2.3 ounces the fl atcar is 2.4 
ounces too light per National Model 
Railroad Association Recommend 
Practice 20.1.

Prototype drawings of the 3000-3049 
series of fl atcars were published in Nickel 
Plate Road Freight Car Diagrams (TLC 
Publishing Inc.) Th e ready-to-run fl atcar 
matches or is within scale inches of all 
printed dimensions.

For real-world testing, I put the model 
in a train on our Winston-Salem 
Southbound layout. Th e car performed 
without issue, comfortably navigating 
the No. 4 turnout and the 30-degree 
crossing that serve Atlas Supply Co.

For nearly 80 years, Kadee has been 
producing quality couplers, trucks, and 
freight cars, and the 50-ton AAR fl atcar 
lives up to that reputation. Whether you 
put in on the rails straight from the box 
or install the user-added parts, this 
model will certainly be a standout in 
your freight car fl eet. — Cody Grivno, 
senior editor

Kadee HO 50-ton AAR fl atcar

Price: $54.99
Manufacturer
Kadee Quality Products Co.
673 Avenue C
White City, OR 97503
kadee.com
Era: November 1942 to 1980s (as 
decorated)
Road name: Nickel Plate Road
Features

• 33" metal wheels mounted on plastic 
axles, correctly gauged 

• Body-mounted No. 158 whisker 
couplers, at correct height

• Minimum radius, 18"

• Weight: 2.3 ounces, 2.4 ounces too light 
per National Model Railroad Association 
Recommended Practice 20.1
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News & Reviews

An Electro-Motive Division GP60 has 
joined the Atlas Model Railroad Co. 
Master Line. Th e manufacturer acquired 
the model, originally produced by Life-
Like in 2004, when it purchased all N 
scale locomotive and freight car tooling 
from Wm. K. Walthers Inc. in June 2018. 
Features on the four-axle road unit 
include an injection-molded plastic shell, 
Scale Speed motor, and body-mounted 
Accumate couplers.

Electro-Motive Division produced the 
GP60 from October 1985 until February 
1994. During that time, 294 units were 
built. Th e 3,800 hp road locomotive was 
equipped with a 16 cylinder, 710G3 die-
sel engine; AR17 alternator; and D87B 
traction motors.

Our review sample is decorated as 
Southern Pacifi c 9761, part of the rail-
road’s 9715 through 9769 series built 
between April and July 1991. Th e full-
size unit was built under order number 
907137 in June 1991. 

Following the 1996 merger between 
SP and Union Pacifi c, the GP60 was 
scheduled to be renumbered 5860, but 
the road number wasn’t applied. In 
December 2009 the GP60 was renum-
bered UP 2021. In October 2019 it 
became the railroad’s 1172. Th e locomo-
tive is still in service today. 

The Atlas GP60 features a multi-piece 
injection-molded plastic shell consisting 
of the sill, long and short hood, dynamic 
brake blister, and cab. Th e handrails and 
stanchions are plastic, with the vertical 
railings painted white on our sample. 

Freestanding parts on the long hood 
of the Espee model including radiator 
and dynamic brake fans and a three-
chime air horn. A factory-applied Prime 
air conditioner is on top of the cab.

Th e speaker in both direct current 
and Digital Command Control versions 
is located in the fuel tank. Light tubes 
run from the printed-circuit board to the 
ditch lights on the front pilot.

Our review sample is neatly painted 
in Southern Pacifi c’s scarlet and gray 
scheme. Th e separation lines between 
colors are sharp, and the white lettering 
and stripes are opaque.

Th e lettering placement matches pro-
totype photos that I found online. A few 
warning labels were omitted, but would 
be easy to add with waterslide decals 
off ered by various manufacturers. 

Th e placement of the latches on the 
long hood doors didn’t match full-size 
9761 in a few instances. Th e ditch lights 
are below the anticlimber on the model, 
but should be on top.  

Prototype drawings of the GP60 were 
published in the March 1993 Railroad 
Model Craft sman. Th e model’s dimen-
sions closely follow published data.

I tested the model at the workbench 
using an NCE Power Cab. At step 2, the 
GP60 crawled along at 2 scale mph. Th e 
road locomotive achieved at top speed of 
80 scale mph at step 28.

Th en I took the locomotive over to 
the Milwaukee, Racine & Troy State Line 
Route to see how it performed in an 
operating layout environment. Th e lay-
out has a Digitrax DCS-210+ DCC 

system. Th e GP60 had no issues navigat-
ing the 18" minimum radius curves and 
No. 6 turnouts.

It’s good to see the Electro-Motive 
Division GP60 back on the N scale mar-
ket. Th e paint schemes Atlas Model 
Railroad Co. has selected for the fi rst run 
nicely cover the history of the locomo-
tive from 1990 to the present day. — 
Cody Grivno, senior editor

Atlas N scale EMD GP60

Price: Direct-current model with 
factory-installed speaker, $144.95; with 
ESU LokSound V5 sound decoder, 
$254.95. Subtract $10 for undecorated 
models. 
Manufacturer
Atlas Model Railroad Co.
378 Florence Ave.
Hillside, NJ 07205
shop.atlasrr.com
Era: October 1985 to present (varies 
depending on paint scheme)
Road names: Southern Pacifi c, BNSF Ry., 
Denver & Rio Grande Western, Green 
Mountain RR, Norfolk Southern, Texas 
Mexican Ry., Union Pacifi c, and Vermont 
Ry. One to three road numbers per paint 
scheme; also available undecorated. 
Features

• Body-mounted Accumate couplers, 
.010" high on both ends

• Metal wheel stubs on plastic drive axle 
gears, correctly gauged

• Weight: 2.9 ounces
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Ask MR By Cody Grivno

Q In the August 2025 Model Railroader

magazine, there was an article on page 
22 about using a Sonicare toothbrush 
magnet for an uncoupler. Could the 
author explain where the magnet is 
within the brush head and how he 
removed it from the toothbrush? 

Rich Bond

A I contacted Paul Rising, author of 
“Rare earth uncoupling.” He replied, “I 
certainly can explain, but a picture may 
be easier. One needs only to unscrew the 
brush wand. Th e magnet set (two mag-
nets on a metal base) is at the opposite 
end from the brush. I use a utility knife 
to cut the set at the plastic base on which 
it is glued. When the magnet is free it 
will snap onto the knife blade. Be careful 
you don’t cut yourself getting the magnet 
off  the blade. Th ese have serious grab-
bing power.”

Q My layout is set in 1956 and I’m 
considering adding a cement dis-
tributor such as Walthers Medusa 
Cement. I have a small fl eet of Atlas 
PS-2 covered hoppers to bring the bulk 
cement to the plant, but I don’t know 
what kind of trucks would have been 
used back then to carry the product to 
the local ready mix retailers. Do you 
have any insights? 

Tim Barnard

A Back in 1956 cement was transported 
one of two ways: In 100-pound heavy 
paper bags loaded in boxcars or on 
fl atbed trucks and in steel dry bulk 
tank trailers.

Transporting bulk cement by high-
way was in its infancy back in the 1950s.  

QWhat was the western terminus of your HO scale staff layout, the 
Milwaukee, Racine & Troy?

Phil Stead

A Jim Kelly explained the concept behind the Milwaukee, Racine & Troy 

in “Meet the MR&T” in the December 1989 Model Railroader. “You 

may have already guessed that the initials in MR&T stand for Model 
Railroader and Trains. Finding town names starting with M and R was no 

problem, but T was a stretch. Troy is an unincorporated ‘village’ about 25 

miles southwest of Milwaukee and just west of the better-known East 

Troy, home to a trolley museum.

“The MR&T is a hypothetical bridge line extending from Milwaukee to 

Fort Madison, Iowa. The line’s lifeblood is interchange with the Burlington 

Northern and the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe, giving heavy machinery 

and other goods manufactured in southeastern Wisconsin a quick start on 

journeys west. Much of the eastbound traffi c is destined for Europe and 

Africa via the Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence Seaway. The MR&T’s main 

selling point is that it avoids Chicago.

“The modeled portion of this fi ctional railroad extended from the Port 

Marquette terminal in Milwaukee to just beyond Williams Bay, about 50 

miles that were represented in a little less than 3 scale miles on the layout.”

In the same article, Andy Sperandeo wrote about the second MR&T, 

located in our former Waukesha, Wis., offi ces: “The new MR&T will follow 

the same concept as the old railroad, and the operating schematic will be 

similar too. We like the railroad that the old ‘Myrt’ evolved to be.”

Though we’ve built two versions of the MR&T in HO scale and one in N, 

none of the layouts have featured Fort Madison, Iowa.

This hand-drawn system map shows the original concept for the Milwaukee, 

Racine & Troy. The main line runs from Milwaukee, Wis., to Fort Madison, Iowa, 

the railroad’s western terminus. A secondary main line operates from Madison 

to Racine, Wis. Model Railroader collection

Milwaukee, Racine & Troy western terminus 

Send questions on model, prototype, and toy 

trains to AskTrains@Trains.com.

Paul Rising’s Step by Step article “Rare 

earth uncoupling” appeared in the 

August 2025 issue. This image shows 

where the magnets are located on the 

toothbrush. Paul Rising photo
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Ask MR

Cement is heavy (dense) and usually 
messy because of cement dust generated 
during loading and unloading. So the 
dry bulk trailers used in this service 
were — and are — dedicated and rela-
tively small, typically between 1,400 and 
1,600-cubic-foot capacity. Loading is 
achieved by dropping the cement into 
the top of the trailer with a loading hatch 
for each of the pockets or compartments. 

Th e blower unloading of bulk cement 
wasn’t started until the 1960s and con-
tinues yet today because it is relatively 
quick. Prior to that augers were used in-
stead of the venturi eff ect of the blowers.  

Some trailers had augers along their 
bottoms that pushed the cement out the 
back of the tank. Other locations re-
quired augers that were placed under 
each pocket of cement trailer. Th e ce-
ment plants then had augers to get it into 
the storage tank and ultimately into the 
batch plant. — Mont Switzer, founder, 
Switzer Tank Lines Inc. 

Q I would like to feature modern 
automobiles on my under-construction 
layout. Is there a manufacturer that 
makes vehicles from the late 1990s to 
modern day? If not, is there a way to 
make them?

Jake, via email

A You didn’t specify your modeling 
scale, Jake, but there are multiple compa-
nies that produce vehicles appropriate 
for the 1990s to present in N and HO 
scales. Some brands you’ll want to check 
for 1:87.1 off erings include Athearn, At-
las, Brekina, Busch, Classic Metal Works, 
Diecast Masters, First Gear, Herpa, Icon-
ic Replicas, Promotex, Rapido Trains, 
Tonkin, Wm. K. Walthers, Wiking, and 
Woodland Scenics. 

For contemporary 1:160 vehicles, 
check out Atlas, Diecast Masters, Iconic 
Replicas, Oxford Diecast, Rapido Trains, 
and Wiking, among other companies. 

Even if you’re layout is set in the mod-
ern era, it’s OK to have some older vehi-
cles on your layout. If you’re modeling a 
downtown district, you could have a 
group of classic vehicles gathered togeth-
er as part of a car show scene.

For additional inspiration, check out 
Building Vehicles for Model Railroads by 
Jeff  Wilson (Kalmbach Books, 2018). 
Topics covered in the book include plas-

tic, metal, and resin kits; converting toys 
to scale models; and truck loads. 

Stack ’em up. We received additional 
comments regarding the question on 20-
foot intermodal container loading prac-
tices in the September 2025 Ask MR col-
umn. Larry DeYoung wrote, “My friend, 
National Model Railroad Association 
Master Model Railroader Jim Dalberg, 
was responsible for intermodal fl eet 
management at Conrail back when I 
worked at CR many moons ago. He told 
me that 20-foot box containers exist 
mostly because they ‘weigh out before 
they cube out.’ In other words, they 
carry dense commodities. 

“Oft en when you see a 20-footer on 
the highway, it’s on a chassis with a 
three-axle tandem instead of the stan-
dard two axles, indicating that it’s a 
heavily loaded trailer. Th erefore, it is 
entirely possible that placing loaded 
20-foot containers on top and in the well 
would overload the intermodal car. It 
could also destabilize the car’s center 
of gravity. 

A question about loading practices for 20-foot intermodal containers in the 

September 2025 issue of Model Railroader magazine generated additional 

feedback. This photo shows two 20-foot containers in the well of a 53-foot car and 

a 40-foot container on top. Cody Grivno photo

MORE 
Q&A

Scan this QR code to watch 

the Ask Trains.com video 

series for more Q&As.

This Ford two-pack with F-350 

(foreground) and F-250 trucks is among 

the N scale vehicle offerings from Atlas 

Model Railroad Co. The trucks are based 

on prototypes introduced in the 1990s. 

Cody Grivno photo  
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For more 2026 shows, Info, & Discount Tickets: 

TRAINSHOW.COM

Greenberg’s Train & Toy Show

America’s Train & Toy Show since 1976

Great American Train Shows

Quality Train Shows from coast to coast

Great Midwest Train Show

The best place to buy & sell trains since 1971

The best place to find Great

Train Shows in America

SCHEDULE:

Oct 4-5 Del Mar, CA—Del Mar Fairgrounds

Oct 5 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fair

Oct 24-25 Shakopee, MN - Canterbury Park

Nov 1-2 Monroeville, PA - Convention Center

Nov 2 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fair

Nov 22-23 Wilmington, MA - Shriner’s Auditorium

Nov 29-30 Edison, NJ - New Jersey Expo Center

Nov 29-30 Collinsville, IL - Gateway Center

Dec 6-7 Timonium, MD - Maryland State Fair

Dec 7 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fair

Dec 13-14 Pleasanton, CA - Alameda Fairgrounds

Dec 20-21 Chantilly, VA - Dulles Expo Center

Jan 3-4 Monroeville, PA - Convention Center

Jan 3-4 Kansas City, MO - KCI Expo Center

Jan 3-4 Boise, ID - Expo Idaho

Jan 4 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fair

Jan 10-11 Oaks, PA - Greater Philadelphia Expo Ctr

Jan 10-11 Columbus, OH - Ohio Expo Center

Jan 10-11 Ridgefield, WA - Clark County Fair
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That old model on your shelf still has life in it. With some elbow grease and a 

SoundTraxx Blunami decoder, you can transform it into a premium performer 

— complete with incredible sound, lighting effects, and modern control. 

         y   p                                    

Learn more or shop now:
SoundTraxx.com 
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“It is also possible that when you see a 
40-foot or longer container on top of two 
20s, it is an empty or carrying a low-
density commodity. If you can read the 
data on a well car, you may see specifica-
tions for the amount of weight to be car-
ried in that particular well and how the 
containers are required to be stacked.”

Jessie Munoz, a Longshoreman at the 
Port of Los Angeles and president of the 
Belmont Shore Model Railroad Club, 
added that stacking cones are used on the 
corners of intermodal containers. Walk-
ways on well cars provide access to the 
cones that secure 20-foot containers in 
the well to 40- and 45-footers in the top 
position. The lack of walkways in the 
middle of cars would make it difficult to 
safely reach the cones if 20-foot contain-
ers were stacked on top of each other.  

F scale, take two. In the September 
2025 issue, we replied to a question on  
F scale. It was brought to our attention 
that the answer needed clarification. The 
Chester & Becket is Fn3, not F scale.

Model Railroader contributor Jim 
Providenza added, “F scale, Fn3, and oth-
er large scale standards were developed 
by the NMRA in cooperation with many 
stakeholders in the early 2000s. F scale 
and Fn3 are both 1:20.32 proportion. This 
proportion is used almost entirely by 
those modeling 3-foot gauge railroads 
like the Chester & Becket RR.

“Fn3 uses the common garden rail-
way 45mm, or 13⁄4", gauge track. The 
NMRA standard for Fn3 track gauge is 
1.766" (minimum) and 1.793" (maxi-
mum). For F standard gauge, the track 
gauge is 2.783" (minimum) and 2.845" 
(maximum).” 

A yard worker chats with the engineer 

of Chester & Becket Shay No. 4 at 

Chester Yard. A reader pointed out that 

our answer on F scale in the September 

2025 issue needed to be clarified.  

Doug Scott and Mike Tylick photo

Ask MR
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Find us 

on FaceBook!

 

facebook.com/ModelRailroader

TM

6006

6012
6-PACK
12-PACK

$146.00
$285.00

800-6000  $ 24.95

Slow
Motion
Switch

Machine
MADE IN THE 

USA
• Enclosed Gear Drive Mechanism

(NOT a Screw-Drive Machine!)

• Simple Mounting - All Linkage Included!

• 2 Sets SPDT Auxiliary Contacts

AT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOP OR DIRECT

INCLUDE $10.00 FOR SHIPPING & HANDLING

Send SSAE for more info or $10.00 for complete
60 page Catalog & Application Book to:

CIRCUITRON
211 RocBaar Dr., Romeoville, IL 60446-1163

For 35+ Years, Simply...

The BEST!

Case Size Available: Z, N, HO, S, O, NEW Background Themes

YankeeDabbler.com

Thank you for making YankeeDabbler your favorite hobby store!

Check out our complete train store!

Repairs and decoders installed.  
N, HO, S, O, G

Authorized Dealer: 

Digitrax, ESU-LokSound,  
NCE, Soundtraxx, TCS

   (856) 312-8084

www.yankeedabbler.com

101 W. Kings Hwy., 

Bellmawr, NJ 08031

OPEN

Tue-Sat
Web(24x7)

Build Your Best!
Subscribe to Model Railroader today.
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PLUS

Animate!Power an excavator withArduino p.29

O scale special!
• Lighting and weathering
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Ed Rappe’s O scale PRR 
layout models central Pennsylvania. p. 34
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Operate a real interlocking tower p.62

Vote in our modeler’s Hall of Fame p.59

Build a road bridge p.46
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Our 7 x 17-foot O scale narrow gauge Sandy River & 
Rangeley Lakes RR is built on a series of modules surrounding 
a double sided backdrop. The layout is a closed loop that repre-
sents two locations on the SR&RL in Maine. One one side of 
the layout is Kingfield, where it is late spring/early summer. 
The village of Strong on the opposite side and depicts late fall/
early winter with barren trees and a few melting snow piles.  

While I was building a number of full foliage hardwood 
trees for the Kingfield side of the railroad, my husband, Lou, 
asked if I would try making some leafless hardwoods for the 
late fall scene. One in particular needed to be well detailed 
because it was on the lawn of the Forster home in Strong and 
featured a tire swing hanging from its branches.   

As it turned out, while visiting with our good friend Bob 
Hamm and his wife, Pat, Bob offered me a few clumps of pep-
pergrass he had picked in Colorado for making tress. Once we 
returned home I found that by not being pickled, as commer-
cial varieties of peppergrass usually are, it was much easier for 
me to remove the small leaf like flowers from the stems. 

So with a fresh batch peppergrass in hand, I was ready to 
start building late autumn trees for the layout.

Step by Step

Swinging into autumn  
with handbuilt oak trees

Russell Forster calls to his daughter, Ruth, as Jim Clark drives by on his way to Kingfield in his Model T. The single, hand-crafted 

oak tree, complete with tire swing, is a fun modeling project you can add to your own layout. Lou Sassi photos

Though the supplies and tools Cheryl Sassi used might appear 

numerous, many of these tree-building items are likely 

already laying on your workbench. 

MRR-ST1125.indd   24 8/27/25   10:14 AM
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By Cheryl Sassi 

STEP 1

STEP 2

BUILDING THE TRUNK

MODELING AN OAK TREE

I began by wrapping clumps of peppergrass together 

with fl oral tape to form the basic trunk and crown of the 

tree. [Note, dried natural peppergrass is used in fl oral 

arrangements and home decorating and may require 

some searching to fi nd it online.  — Ed.].

 I included a short length of pipe cleaner with each of 

the stalks as I wrapped them with fl oral tape ❶. Adding 

the pipe cleaners allowed me to bend the branches to 

almost any angle I wished. Since I needed at least one hori-

zontal branch on which to hang the tire swing, the pipe 

cleaners made it easy to do. 

With the clumps assembled into the basic tree, I next 

wrapped additional branches with fl oral tape higher up 

the trunk to form the larger arms of the tree ❷. Once I 

was satisfi ed with the confi guration of the tree, I trimmed 

the bottom to the desired length with cutting pliers.  

Next, I cut off the head of a No. 2 fi nishing nail and 

pushed it into the base of the tree ❸. The nail makes it 

easy to hold the tree while working on it, as well as to 

plant it on the layout later. I also use it to fi x the tree to 

the Styrofoam block that I use to hold trees while working 

on them, as will be shown in Step 3.   

Since I wanted this tree to represent an oak, and oaks do 

not lose most of their leaves in the fall, I removed just 75% 

of the foliage. The color (undyed) peppergrass foliage is a 

close match to dead oak leaves, so for this type of tree, the 

natural material works well. I used my fi ngers to thin the 

foliage on the tree to the desired amount ❶.

 Where the leaves were removed, the remaining 

branches on the peppergrass have what I refer to as 

“webs” at their tips, which can give the tree a furry look 

when fi nished. To limit this effect, I used a small pair of 

scissors to trim some of the webs away at the tips of the 

defoliated branches ❷.

Knots and cut branches give a tree character. These are 

places where branches were either loped off by someone 

or they broke off at some point during the tree’s life. I 

made the knots and cut branches for my tree by trimming 

short lengths of small twigs I found outside. I then 

attached them to the trunk with white glue. I held these 

small parts in place with fi ne tweezers until the glue set 

enough to hold them while it dried completely ❸.

❶

❶

❷

❷

❸

❸
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Step by Step

STEP 3

STEP 4

ACRYLIC TREE BARK

HAND-PAINTED DETAILS

With the knots and cut branches secure, I used a stiff oil 

painting brush to apply a blend of Mars black, titanium 

white, and raw umber tube acrylics to the trunk and 

branches of the tree ❶. I used multiple layers of acrylic 

paint to increase the thickness of some of the lower 

branches and blend them into the trunk, as well.

Next, I built up the roots of the tree using more acrylic 

paint. To begin this step, I mounted the tree into a foam 

block covered with wax paper. The wax paper prevents the 

acrylics from sticking to the foam and makes it easier to 

remove the fi nished tree from the block later. I then used 

a pallet knife and a brush to sculpt the root system at the 

base of the tree using more artist acrylics. Working from 

photos of real trees can be helpful during this step ❷.

Once I was happy with the general shape and position 

of the roots, I added some texture to the tree’s bark using 

a stiff pet-grooming brush. You need to do this step while 

the acrylics are still somewhat soft, but not wet. I made 

light grooves in the trunk and roots by gently drawing the 

brush downward over the surface. Be careful not to 

overdo it. If you do, however, you can make repairs by 

applying more acrylic paint ❸.

Once the acrylics dried, I used a soft-bristle brush to hand 

paint the trunk and limbs with a mix of Grimy Black, 

Reefer White, and Roof Brown Model Master water-based 

paints. This allowed me to carry the color of the bark 

higher up into the tree and into the smaller branches ❶.  

The last step is to drybrush some highlights onto the 

bark. I used an acrylic concrete color for this step, applying 

it with a stiff-bristle brush. I also used darker colors to put 

shadows in the deeper areas of the trunk, particularly 

between the roots and where branches meet. 

After allowing the paint to dry thoroughly, I removed 

the tree from the foam block and peeled away the wax 

paper, gently prying it away from the roots ❷. 

You’ll likely have some excess acrylic around the base of 

the roots that acts like fl ash on a metal part. I used a small 

pair of scissors to trim the material away ❸. 

Finally, I applied a light spray coat of Testor’s Dullcote to 

the entire tree. I then used a Wiseman Model Services cast-

metal tire and some thread to make the swing and hung it 

from one of the branches. I planted the fi nished tree in the 

front yard of Ruth Forster’s home on the layout.  

Although you wouldn’t want to build a forest using 

trees with this level of detail, the techniques shown here 

are easy to accomplish over several evenings of modeling 

work. And as the opening photo shows, the realistic results 

are worth the extra effort. 

❶

❶

❷

❷

❸

❸
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B
ack in the spring, we 
had an online conver-
sation with Gordy 
Robinson, president 

of the National Model Rail-
road Association. Much of 
that conversation was posted 
as a video on Trains.com, but 
there was more to the story.

We wanted to share how 
Gordy came to join the 
NMRA, and how those expe-
riences helped guide him as 
he rose through the ranks 
and took a larger and larger 
role in the organization.

Gordy is interested in 
North American railroading, 
and one of his early models 
was an Athearn “blue box” 
Budd Rail Diesel car, which 
he recently found in a box of 
things his parents had kept.

“When I was a 
youngster, well I’m still 
young, but when I was 
a real youngster, when 
I was a child and I was 
reading Model Rail-
roader as a child, I 
couldn’t have imag-
ined. I mean, I had 
an RDC that had 
rubber band drive 
and I loved it, but I 
can’t imagine then 
when I had that 
having more than just a 
headlight and taillight, just 
having a directional head-
light that turned on because 
the train was going forwards, 
I thought was great. 

“So, yeah. So I had rubber 
band drive RDC and I 
thought it was awesome that 

it had directional 
headlights. So like 
the light was on at 
the front of the 
train, the direction 

it was going. How 
awesome was 
that? And now 
we’ve got loco-
motives with 
step lights, 
[ditch] lights, 

marker lights, 
everything lights, 

potentially even individual 
lights on the dash in the loco-
motive cab in the future.”

Finding his people

Gordy told us he grew up 
in a model manufacturer’s 
household. While that 

at the NMRA
President Gordy 

Robinson shares 

how he started 

with the NMRA, 

and where he 

hopes to take it

By Eric White
Photos as noted

STARTING
AT THE TOP

Gordy Robinson still has this 

original pair of Athearn RDCs 

from his childhood, although 

the rubber bands are long 

perished. Courtesy Gordy Robinson

NMRA President 

Gordy Robinson
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exposed him to model rail-
roading on a regular basis, 
his interests went beyond the 
family business, and being 
around products for sale 
wasn’t always the ideal situa-
tion for a child fascinated 
by trains.

“My father was a manufac-
turer of brass O scale 2-rail 
passenger car kits. Th ey were 
British, of course. But passen-
ger car kits and locomotives. 

“I was going to train 
shows from being 4 years old, 
helping on the booth and sell-
ing models and assembling 
kits on the weekend and 
things like that.

“But I was never allowed 
to touch them [the kits for 
sale] because everything had 
value. Th is is the problem 
with being a manufacturer’s 
child. Everything that you 
touch has a value and it’s for 
sale. So you’re in a house full 
of trains, but that’s a business. 
It’s not the hobby.” 

Gordy’s interests needed 
another outlet.

“I was operating layouts 
[at the shows] and that was 
great, but I needed to fi nd my 
own avenue to model some-
thing that was unusual. 

“So one of my dad’s 
friends, who helped us pack 
the kits and ... helped in the 
business, took me one 
Saturday to an NMRA meet-
ing in Manchester, which was 
not far from where the British 
region of the NMRA actually 
held its fi rst meeting in 
August 1945.

“He took me to that group 
and I was just completely 
accepted by that group as a 
14-year-old.”

Gordy was in awe. While 
he was interested in North 
American railroading, there 
was no easy way to get infor-
mation about the trains on 
another continent.

“I didn’t know what I 
didn’t know. Th e internet was 
a thing, but it wasn’t like it is 
now. Just understand that 
for anyone younger, if you 
wanted to learn about things, 
you read a book. 

“I learned about the 
United States from an NFL 
1990 annual at my elemen-
tary school. And I knew 
about the Miami Dolphins 
and these New England peo-
ple and then obviously was 
strongly attracted to the 
Green Bay Packers because 
they were a proper team. 

“So that’s it. All of a sud-
den I was there [at the meet-
ing] and I was surrounded by 
these strange looking models 
that I couldn’t see with my 
own eyes [on local rail lines]. 
We had a railway line that 

ran just at the back of where 
we lived. So [the American 
trains] were so unusual, not 
the same as what I could see. 

“And my dad used to — I 
tell this story all the time — 
my dad used to send me with, 
say, 5 dollars, the equivalent 
of 5 pounds of the Queen’s 
money, to go out on a 
Saturday with this friend and 
[his] family.

“And for 4 pounds, I could 
buy an Athearn blue box kit 
and get, it was like a cone of, 
we call them chips, but you’d 
call them fries, for my lunch 
from the chip shop. And I’d 
get my kit. And then the guys 
just sat there and helped me 
assemble it. Th ey’d tell me all 
about that railroad. Th ey 
explained how railroads 
worked, how interchangeabil-
ity worked, which wasn’t 
really a concept in the U.K. at 
the time where it was a 
nationalized railway. It was 
all one railway, one railroad 
company. Th ey explained 
all that.” 

Gordy was quickly fi nding 
his people.

“I got my 15 minutes of the 
meeting where I could run my 
trains around the modules 
that we had set up and I abso-
lutely loved it. And those guys 
would spend so much time sit-
ting down with me. 

“And still all through my 
adult life — a lot of them have 
passed away now — I think 
there’s only two or three still 
with us from that time when 
there was about 30 people. 

This is one of the many locomotive kits Gordy’s father, John 

Robinson, produced under the Chowbent name. It was 

offered in both 7mm (O gauge) and 4mm (OO gauge). 

John Robinson’s company also offered coach kits. “We used to 

pack these fi rst in the attic in our home but later in a rented 

space above a model shop.” Two photos, courtesy Gordy Robinson

A 7-year-old Gordy rides the Beer Heights Light Ry. in 1993 at 

Pecorama, Beer, Devon, home of Pritchard Patent Product Co. 

Ltd., better known as Peco, in England. Courtesy Gordy Robinson
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But they still sit down with 
me like I’m 14, 15. 

“How am I doing? What 
am I doing with the NMRA? 
What am I doing with my 
modeling? What have I 
learned this week? And they 
always encouraged me to go 
and learn something and 
then come back and tell them 
something. 

“They sat with me and 
gave me a like, wow, these 
guys are as invested in me 
and they want me to be 
invested in them because they 
want me to go away and learn 
something and bring it back 
to them. Just like they’re 
teaching me. It was outstand-
ing. And that’s what the 
NMRA was to me. 

“Now, it’s not the experi-
ence of everybody, but that 
foundational experience I’ve 
always carried with me and 
always had this willingness, 
and want to give back forever 
for my entire, entire time since 
then. They never, when I sat 
with them, they never told me 
what the NMRA was.” 

Gordy didn’t know about 
the membership, or that the 
meets cost money to enter for 
non-members.

“It took me 18 months of 
going every month to realize 
that there was an entrance 
fee, because they all paid it 
for me. It’s that kind of will-
ingness and openness to just 

give everything that you  
have to another model rail-
roader that really became 
entrenched in my psyche of 
what I view the NMRA as, 
and I think we’ve lost our way 
with that and I’m trying very 
hard and so is the rest of the 
leadership of the national 
organization to bring that 
back, to bring that kindness 
back to the organization, that 
kindness back to the hobby.” 

A hobby of support

Gordy’s friends at the 
Calder Northern Division of 
the British Region of the 
National Model Railroad 

Association, showed him what 
the organization could be.

“There’s not many hobbies 
where we don’t really com-
pete. Yes, the NMRA has con-
tests, but really you’re com-
peting as a model railroader. 
The only person you compete 
against is yourself. You set 
yourself a standard that you 
build your models to. 

“So, but it’s good. And 
that’s why I love the NMRA. I 
love the hobby and everyone 
that’s involved in it.”

I asked Gordy about his 
experience once he became a 
member. “So when you 
joined, did you become like 
an officer of the region or the 
division you were in? How 
did you end up getting into 
the leadership of NMRA?”

“Through social media 
and because I didn’t step back 
quick enough. No, joking. 

“When I actually became a 
member, which was when I 
was an adult, I just became an 
ordinary member. And then in 
2016 I went and attended my 
first region convention, which 
is a fantastic thing to do. 

“If you’re in your local 
division, you’re in your local 
division, but there’s so much, 
there’s a whole world out 
there, right? There’s a whole 
world beyond the village that 
you should always go and 
explore. And I went to my 
region convention, walked 

through the front door of this 
country conference center in 
the U.K. 

“If you’re thinking while 
I’m saying this about Down-
ton Abbey, you wouldn’t be 
far off, OK? And I walked 
through the door of this very 
old place that was a confer-
ence center. And there was a 
London taxi driver called 
Mike Hughes who happened 
to be the marketing person. 

“He always has a way of 
finding his perfect spot, right? 
Not right in front of the door, 
but so close to it that he can 
see you as soon as you walk 
in. And he grabbed me and 
was like, ‘Ho! You haven’t got 
much gray hair. Who are 
you?’ And he just talked to 
me and I was like, back! — 
It’s just like, this is my stan-
dard experience of being an 
NMRA member — and I 
talked to him for four hours 
before I realized there was 
anything else going on at  
this convention. 

“And by that time he 
wouldn’t leave me until I 
agreed to do something. Mike 
asked me to help him with 
the social media for the 
British region. And that was 
my first kind of voluntary 
role within the NMRA as  
an adult. 

“And then I moved to 
Scotland. And when I moved 
to Scotland, as there wasn’t a 

The next generation: Gordy and his son, Magnus, look at the detail of Michael Burgett’s HO 

scale Chesapeake & Ohio Clifton Forge Division model railroad on a layout tour during the 

NMRA National Convention 2025 in Michigan. Alix Robinson photo

Gordy Robinson, Master Model Railroader, with Ken Bianco Jr. 

visiting Trainland in New York on his way home from the 

NMRA National Convention in 2025. Courtesy Gordy Robinson
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very active local division, and 
I was like, let’s get some stuff  
doing. Let’s go to some train 
shows. Let’s show what the 
NMRA does. Let’s explain 
about who we are. Let’s try to 
grow ourselves locally. And 
inevitably then the person 
that was the division superin-
tendent said, you’re really 
good at this. It’s your job now. 
And that was my fi rst little 
leadership role.” 

Gordy’s working life has 
him doing a fair amount of 
travel, so he’s frequently in 
the United States.

“And then I went, through 
work to the U.S., and it was 
the national convention in 
Florida. And I thought, I’ll go 
to this. Th is will be a good 
idea. Let’s broaden my hori-
zons again. And within 20 
hours of being there, I was 
running the national social 
media for the NMRA. And 
the person who was helping 
the NMRA with their market-
ing at the time said to me, 
‘Can you help me?’ And I said, 
just give me the keys to the 
castle and I’ll do it for you. 

“And so I got the keys to 
the castle whilst building a 
model in a Modeling With a 
Master’s session — which is a 
way you can have some of our 
very best model railroaders, 
potentially Gerry Leone from 
Model Railroader magazine 
— helping you and teaching 
you how to build models. 
And that was it. So I did that. 

“And then during COVID, 
during the lockdown, the fi rst 
lockdowns around the world 
in kind of this time [April] 
fi ve years ago, I had this great 
idea of let’s show everybody 
what the NMRA can do. Let’s 
organize a 24-hour around 
the world — because we’ve 
got members all over — 
round the clock of people giv-
ing clinics for free on the 
internet. Let’s just see if any-
one wants to watch them 
because everyone’s at 
home bored. 

“I’m sick of reruns of every 
sitcom that the TV’s got to 
show, this is absolutely terri-
ble. Th ere was no sports then. 

Th ere was absolutely nothing. 
It was awful. And I said, look, 
we need to break this up. Let’s 
just do it. And that was what 
became then NMRAx. 

“In 2019, I’d actually been 
asked, would I apply to be the 
at-large Worldwide Director 
because of my ideas and my 
vision and my wish to see the 
organization change 
ever so slightly 
back to what I’d 
experienced as a 
youngster. 
Unfortunately, I 
was unsuccessful, 
but in 2021, Jack 
Hamilton, who 
was successful in 
that election, 
needed to step 
back for health 
reasons. I was asked 
by the president, Pete 
Magoon, would I step up to 
the board at that point, which 
I did.”

Gordy’s next step wasn’t 
too far in the future.

“We advertised for roles 
on the national board, so 
president being one of them, 
and nobody else put their 
name forward on the fi rst 
round. So I said I would 
apply, which I did. Th at trig-
gered a few other people to 
put their names forward. I 
think there was a potential 
putting a Brit at the top of the 

organization and heaven for-
bid a youngster, was a bit too 
much for some people.

“But I was successfully 
elected and the rest is kind of 
history. So that’s how I ended 
up going straight in at the 
top. But I’ve been in various 
leadership roles. I was in the 
military. I was in the Royal 

Navy. I went through 
Britannia Royal 

Naval College, 
which is the 
U.K. naval 
academy. I’ve 
been in leader-
ship roles my 
entire career in 
healthcare, in 
hospitals. I’ve 
been in very 
senior leader-

ship roles in very 
big hospitals at a very young 
age, in my early- and mid-
20s. So I’ve been involved in 
these kinds of organizations 
and done transformational 
change, especially with a dig-
ital element for a long time.

“So that’s how I’ve ended 
up here and subsequently 
been fortunate to be re-
elected with the trust of the 
membership again. So we’ll 
see where the future holds for 
Gordy, and how long I stay. I 
have goals that I set myself 
back in 2021 that I still 
haven’t quite got to. So I’m 

hoping there’s more to do and 
I’m hoping that we can, I defi -
nitely don’t want to leave the 
organization without seeing 
us return to a position of 
growth and having it set up to 
sustain for the future, and I’m 
not quite where I want it to be 
yet. So there’s still more to 
come from Gordy. Th ere’s 
still more ideas we haven’t got 
to yet. 

“And there’s, you know, 
the world changes all the 
time. So there’ll be even more 
that I’ll come up with, or that 
I have come up with already 
with the leadership team.

I told Gordy that I’ve seen 
a defi nite change in the 
NMRA, and that his energy 
and enthusiasm seem to be a 
large part of that.

“It seems like you’re at the 
point now where you’ve kind 
of got the critical mass to get 
things really moving. And I 
hope to see things continue 
on this path.”

“Th ank you. I hope so, too. 
I really do. And hopefully 
you’ll come to Trainfest and 
I’ll get to see more model rail-
roaders and they’ll get to 
meet me.”

I told him we would defi -
nitely be at Trainfest, as I 
couldn’t imagine it happening 
without Model Railroader and 
the other Firecrown hobby 
brands being there.

“I will come and fi nd you. 
I will be there. I would be 
coming to fi nd you at your 
new offi  ce and fi nding a 
way to get you there, don’t 
you worry.”

“Yeah, we’re only about 20 
minutes from the Baird 
Center in downtown 
Milwaukee, so it’s not that 
hard to get here. You can’t use 
public transportation. You’ll 
have to rent a car, but other-
wise you can get here. But 
there’s probably someone who 
would off er to give you a lift  if 
you wanted one, especially if 
they’re like, yeah, let’s storm 
the offi  ces of Model Rail-
roader magazine with the 
NMRA president.”

“Yeah, stranger things 
have happened.”  

Gordy pulls a pint while running the bar during a layout tour 

to his father’s model railroad at the 2022 NMRA British Region 

Convention. This is part of a spoof cover of the NMRA British 

Region Magazine. Peter Bowen photo
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As a poor graduate  

student, I submitted a 
one-page article in 1969  
to then Railroad Model 
Craftsman editor Tony 
Koester. A week later I 
received the equivalent of 
a modern text message: a 
postcard saying it would 
be published. The pay-
ment would mean extra 
gasoline and ice cream 
cones for my wife, Mary 
Cay, and me! I still have 
the framed postcard.

Included was a note, “I 
would like to hear from 
you if you have further 
ideas.” My immediate 
positive reply was 

followed by a four-page, 
handwritten letter from 
Tony mentoring me about 
model selection, photog-
raphy, and artwork, 
among other items. 

More than 180 bylines 
(and 55-plus years) later, 
I’m still working for Tony. 
This time he commis-
sioned me to make an HO 
scale model of the Nickel 
Plate Road (NKP) depot 
at Veedersburg, Ind. The 
structure, built in 1903, 
served the NKP and pre-
decessor and successor 
railroads until the line 
was abandoned in the late 
1980s. Fortunately, the 

depot wasn’t demolished. 
Recent restoration efforts 
have turned it into an 
attractive community 
center, as seen above. 

I was honored and 
delighted when Tony 
asked me to scratchbuild 
the depot. There was a 
tight deadline, and the 
foundation was in place 
on his NKP St. Louis 
Division layout, so the 
model had to fit perfectly.

Wayne Wesolowski 
lives in Tucson, Ariz. He 
has been a longtime con-
tributor to Model 
Railroader magazine.

A longtime friend  

commissioned the  

Nickel Plate Road depot 

in Veedersburg, Ind. 

By Wayne Wesolowski 
Photos by the author unless noted

Wayne Wesolowski scratchbuilt an HO scale model of the Nickel Plate Road depot 

in Veedersburg, Ind., for Model Railroader Contributing Editor Tony Koester’s  

St. Louis Division layout. The inset photo shows the prototype structure, which was 

recently restored inside and out. Model photo by Tony Koester, prototype photo by Steven L. Grigg

SCRATCHBUILD 
A STATIONin HO
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The small, rural Indiana depot offered some real modeling 

challenges. For example, both the roof and the clapboard 

siding are flared outward. The walls consist of three different 

treatments: brick, clapboard siding, and board-and-batten 

siding ❶. The corners have no trim pieces, so the siding 

meets at a 45-degree edge. There’s a wide roof overhang on 

all four sides with exposed rafter tails. Finally, the arched 

doorway and dormer windows aren’t available commercially. 

Fortunately, Tony provided excellent field notes ❷ and 

photos that give the basic dimension of all the wall sections 

and door and window openings, along with the shape and 

dimensions of the bay. Take a deep breath and let’s dig in.

Since each of the three wall materials is a band around the 

whole building, I began by slicing long strips on a precision 

miniature table saw. Each was cut to its different measured 

height. I had to subtract the thickness of the concrete cap on 

the brick wall. 

For the siding materials, I used Evergreen Scale Models’ 

clapboard (4051) and board-and-batten (4543) siding, both 

.040" thick. I used modern HO brick from The N Scale 

Architect (50001), which is .015" thick. I ripped a sheet of 

.025" plain styrene to the same width as the bricks without 

changing the saw fence location. This gave me a perfect 

backer for the brick and allowed it to match the siding in 

thickness. The concrete sill and the spacer between the clap-

board and board-and-batten were left oversized. I sanded 

them down later. 

The flare on the siding proved a real challenge. After sev-

eral failures trying to build up a sloped section with thin 

pieces of styrene strips, I took a section of the clapboard sid-

ing to my mill and shaved off 75% of the material from the 

back ❶.  

 STUDYING THE PROTOTYPE

 MAKING THE WALLS

❶

❶

❷
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Then I fashioned a styrene strip filler that would force the 

bottom of the siding out by about 5 scale inches. I glued this 

to the back of the siding and placed some weights on top ❷.

All the corners, including the flared siding, had to be 

joined at 45 degrees because there’s no trim. To accomplish 

this, I modified my large disc sander with a wide piece of soft 

wood, taped to the platform and sanded right up to the disc 

to make a zero-clearance guide. 

The wall pieces are delicate and need to be supported 

during the sanding process. Without support, the styrene 

tends to chip, even if the sander is running at a slow speed. 

The flared siding will make a perfect 45-degree bevel if you 

sand it down far enough. A little bit of Elmer’s Wood Filler 

can be used to hide small gaps at the corner ❸. 

The late Bob Kingsnorth’s bevel tool would be a much 

better choice for making the 45-degree corners. You can 

read about it in the August 2023 issue of Model Railroader.

To assemble the walls, I started with the brick and worked 

up. Each type of material had to be fitted around windows, 

doors, and other openings. There’s a tiny cap above the clap-

board separating it from the board-and-batten material. 

Be prepared to waste a few tries as so many parts have to 

fit perfectly. I cut slightly oversized pieces and used a fine file 

to make them fit. Work slowly and be patient during this 

part of the project.

To model the large arch over the main door, I cut a thin 

slice off a piece of PVC Schedule 40 water pipe using a small, 

precision table saw (no longer available) ❹. To make sure all 

of the parts fit, I assembled much of the building front over a 

prototype photo enlarged to HO scale ❺. A portion of the 

completed front wall is shown in ❻. 

Because the wall is a uniform thickness, I added an extra 

sheet of .015" styrene to the back of each large, open area. 

This stabilized the entire wall. I allowed room for the plastic 

window glazing, which I added later.

Then I placed 6 x 6 bracing in the corners. I also braced the 

top and bottom, but inset it about 12 scale inches to allow 

for a floor and ceiling. 

To keep the wall from “bleeding” light, I used a simple 

painting method. I first sprayed a coat of flat black primer on 

the interior walls. Once that dried, I applied a coat of a 

metallic paint (aluminum, copper, or chrome are all good 

choices). Finally, I sprayed a second coat of flat black. 

A flashlight test showed no light leaking through. The 

metallic coating will reflect back rather than absorb, or pass, 

the light. 

 MAKING THE WALLS (CONT’D)

❷

❸

❹

❺ ❻
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The roof was another challenge. The overhang needed to 

be the same on all sides, there are two distinct slopes that 

smoothly transition into each other, and the bottom of the 

overhang has rafter tail detail.

Using a prototype photograph, I determined the two lin-

ear slopes of the roof ❶. Then, with small wood shims cut  

to the lower roof angle, I created the slope of the lower  

edge ❷. 

I glued a single piece of styrene down the middle of the 

ceiling to set the ridge line of the upper slope ❸. Some of 

the .020" styrene underlayment can be seen in this image.

Tony knew the colors he wanted and supplied me with the 

paint: Polly Scale Milwaukee Road Gray for the walls, Pactra 

Camouflage Gray for the trim, and Floquil Grimy Black for 

select doors. Floquil Depot Olive was used for the roof. Testor 

Corp. discontinued the Floquil, Pactra, and Polly Scale ranges. 

Similar colors are available from Rail Center, Revell, Tamiya, 

Vallejo, and other hobby paint manufacturers.

For the window glazing, I used .005" clear styrene cut 

oversize and attached from the back. I used Gem-Tac, a jew-

elers’ form of canopy glue, to secure the glazing. 

After I’d assembled the wall sections, I added the floor 

and some walls to block views across the building, which 

lacks a detailed interior. I also installed a ceiling to help with 

the roof shape.

 PAINTING THE DEPOT

 THE CHALLENGING ROOF

❶

❷ ❸
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To simplify constructing the soffit (V-groove siding) and 

almost 100 rafter tails, I constructed a pattern. Then I made a 

rubber mold, cast copies in urethane, glued the sections in 

place, and trimmed off the excess ❶. I made the roof sup-

port brackets from 2 x 3 styrene ❷.

Instead of trying to cut the bottom of the chimney casting 

to match the roof angle, I made an opening in the roof and 

ran the chimney down to the ceiling ❸. I used weights to 

hold it vertical while the glue dried.

Veedersburg is a handsome station that now graces Tony’s 

NKP St. Louis Division layout. Even if you don’t need to model 

this structure, hopefully you can put some of my techniques 

to use. 

 FINISHING TOUCHES

 THE CHALLENGING ROOF (CONT’D)

To establish a uniform roof overhang, I glued a wood 

“foot” on the end of a metal square. All of the lower roof 

sections had to extend to this distance ❹.

Next, I made graph paper templates for The N Scale 

Architect HO scale shingles. Fortunately, paper is cheap as it 

took several tries to perfect the templates. I then cut the 

shingles as one-piece overlays, leaving them slightly 

oversized to account for the curve ❺. I trimmed off the 

excess later. 

I used epoxy to attach the shingles to the styrene under-

layment. Weights, clamps, and clothespins forced the .015"-

thick roofing material into a smooth curve while the epoxy 

cured. I finished the roof by adding ridge caps made from 

styrene strip ❻.

❶

❷ ❸

❹ ❺ ❻
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A day with the K
Follow along as No. 45 works between division points

By Dan Munson • Photos by the author
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❶ Nickel Plate Road 2-8-2 

No. 619 gallops along the 

high iron on a pleasant 

October day in 1954 in 

charge of No. 45, the 

westbound KC Local, 

operating between 

Frankfort, Ind., and 

Charleston, Ill., on Tony 

Koester’s HO layout. Bringing 

up the rear is one of the line’s 

1000-series wood cabooses. 
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It is the autumn of 1954, 
and my friend Doug Good 
and I have been hatching a 
plan to photograph the Nickel 
Plate Road’s St. Louis 
Division, which is still in 
steam, during the busy fall 
grain rush. A letter in the 
mail from Trains magazine 
cemented our plans.

I had written Trains Editor 
David P. Morgan in the spring 
asking to do a photographic 
essay on the Nickel Plate Road 
around Frankfort, Ind., spe-
cifi cally the operation of its 
westbound local freight, No. 
45, better known as the KC 
Local ❶. Frankfort is about 
25 miles southeast of Lafayette 
and a division point on the 
NKP. I received a letter back 
from Morgan, which said, 
“Contact the NKP superinten-
dent’s offi  ce at Frankfort yard. 
Th ey will issue you authoriza-
tion to be on the property. 
Th ey are aware of your assign-
ment to follow and photo-
graph Train 45 westbound 
over the Th ird Subdivision of 
the St. Louis Division from 
Frankfort, Ind., to Charleston, 
Ill. Good hunting!”

Meeting the boss

Th e fi rst order of business 
is to head to the division 
offi  ces to meet with the divi-
sion superintendent. Upon 
arrival, we are greeted by the 
general clerk and directed to 
the second fl oor, corner offi  ce. 
As we approach the door, we 
see shadows of fi gures mov-
ing back and forth through 

The layout at a glance

Name: Nickel Plate Road, 
St. Louis Division, Third Sub.
Scale: HO (1:87)
Size: 24'-6" x 60'-6"
Prototype: Nickel Plate Road
Locale: west-central Indiana, 
east-central Illinois
Era: fall 1954
Style: multi-deck
Mainline run: 500 feet
Minimum radius: 42"
Minimum turnout: No. 6 
(yard), No. 8 (main)
Maximum grade:
1.5 percent
Benchwork: open grid; 

plywood shelf
Height: 43" to 681∕2" 
Roadbed: Homasote and 
Homabed
Track: Micro Engineering codes 
55 and 70
Scenery: 3∕8" extruded-foam 
insulation board; plaster-cloth 
on screen
Backdrop: 1∕8" tempered 
hardboard with digital images 
Control: NCE radio Digital 
Command Control

❷ Westbound train No. 49 

off the Sandusky Division 

clatters across the Monon’s 

Indianapolis line at Frankfort, 

Ind., with the last westbound 

cars that will make the cutoff 

time for today’s KC Local. The 

brick building houses the 

Clover Leaf District 

superintendent’s and 

dispatchers’ offi ces.

❸ As No. 49 prepares to 

enter the westbound yard at 

Frankfort behind Lima S-1 

Berkshire 730, the power for 

today’s Third Sub local No. 

45, USRA light Mikado 619, 

takes a ride on the turntable 

to face west and take its turn 

to be serviced by the hostler.
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The Nickel Plate’s Third Sub
HO scale (1:87.1)   
Room size: 24'-6" (main room)x60'-6"
Scale of plan: 7∕64" = 1'-0", 48" grid
Numbered arrows indicate photo locations. Illustration by Rick Johnson

 Find more plans online in the Trains.com Track Plan Database.
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❹ One cow seems to be 

taking exception to having 

her morning grazing time 

interrupted by the KC Local 

as it passes through the 

tranquil Hoosier countryside 

and by the Daily farmstead.

❺ Switching Wabash Clay 

Products at Veedersburg 

requires the use of a 

“handle” because of the 

poor condition of the track 

left over from when the 

Chicago, Attica & Southern 

switched the brickyard. Bricks 

for the original Indianapolis 

500 race track were made at 

this industry.
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the glazed window with the 
word “superintendent” 
painted across the top half, 
and we overhear two voices 
talking about a recent derail-
ment. One of the voices is 
clearly not happy. 

We knock and are told to 
come in by the voice that’s 
not happy. It’s Superintendent 
C.E. Yarnell. We introduce 
ourselves, and I offer the let-
ter from Mr. Morgan to let 
him know who we are. He 
waves off the letter saying, 
“We knew you were coming,” 
and directs his clerk to get a 
letter for us. “This is all you 
need,” as he hands us an 
envelope. “My folks know 
you’re coming, but show them 
this letter if anyone questions 
you. I would appreciate copies 
of the photos you take,” he 
says as he hands me his card. 
Then he looks both of us 
straight into our eyes and 

says, with his index finger 
pointing back and forth at us, 
“Be safe out there.”  

We acknowledge as he 
returns his attention to stack 
of papers on his desk. We 
head out the door, through 
the hall, and down the stairs. 
Doug and I don’t talk, but we 
exchange looks like a couple 
of kids who know what they 
are getting for Christmas, 
and it’s pretty neat!

We ask the general clerk 
directions to the general yard-
master’s office, and he points 
us down the hall: “Second 
door on the right.” As we enter 
the office, the yardmaster 
glances up at us over the top of 
his glasses, then looks back 
down at his paperwork and 
says, “You the photogra-
phers?” We say yes. “The KC 
Local is being built on track 
four. The east-end yard engine 
will add a cut of cars off 
inbound No. 49 out of Lima. If 
you head out to the eastbound 
yard office just past the coal 
dock, you should be able to see 
all of this going on.” He says 
without ever looking up from 
his paperwork, shuffling it 
while he talks.

We walk briskly out of the 
two-story brick building and 
toward the nearby Monon 
crossing. Shortly, we hear a 
westbound train and soon 
watch the big Berkshire head-
ing up No. 49 pound the dia-
mond ❷. We photograph the 
train’s caboose as it rattles 
across the Monon. 

Our next objective is the 
roundhouse and the east end 
of the yard. We follow our 
instructions from the Super-
intendent and check in at the 
roundhouse foreman’s office. 
He is a short, stocky man 
named Dale Moses, with 
forearms like tree trunks who 
has obviously spent a lot of 
time handling heavy 
wrenches on steam locomo-
tives. He comes off a bit gruff 
as we walk in, but then seems 
to soften up a bit after we tell 
him what we’re doing and 
present our credentials from 
Mr. Yarnell. We say we would 
like to get a photo from on 
top of the power plant.  

He summons one of his 
assistants, Sam, and tells him 
to take us to the roof of the 
power plant. We tell Sam we 
would like to get a photo of 
No. 45’s power on the turnta-
ble from the roof. He asks us 
to wait outside the round-
house and goes inside. Sam 
comes back quickly and says, 
“We’re bringing out No. 45’s 
engine right now. Which way 
would you like it facing?” We 
tell him south would be best. 

As we arrive on the roof, 
No. 619, a USRA light 
Mikado (2-8-2) has just fin-
ished pulling onto the turnta-
ble, and the inside hostler 
turns it toward the south, 
then stops the turntable in a 
perfect position ❸. We take 
our photos and wave to the 
hostler, who then spots the 
engine on the ready track, 

where the outside hostler will 
top it off before the road crew 
picks it up and runs it down 
to the west end of the west-
bound yard.

We finish up and walk 
back down to our car. Sam 
hands us his card and asks us 
to send him some photos. We 
agree, shake hands, and head 
to the west end of the 
Frankfort yard. Doug com-
ments on how great it is to 
meet friendly railroaders.

We roll up on the county 
road that crosses the NKP at 
the west end of yard. The 
NKP has an ice house and 
two tracks for icing reefer 
cars, as well as other support 
buildings and the single-story 
WY Tower. I snap some pho-
tographs and quickly pile 
back in the car. 

The chase is on!

We head out on Indiana 
State Road 28 westbound and 
are able to get ahead of the 
train, since it had to pull 
slowly out of the yard. We set 
up for the next shot just west 
of Jefferson, Ind., by a sweep-
ing curve next to farm ❹. 
Most of the cows in the field 

❻ The KC Local crosses 

Division Street in Cayuga, 

Ind., as it prepares to stop at 

the joint NKP-C&EI depot to 

unload packages, then work 

Thompson’s Elevator, Jenkin’s 

concrete tile plant, the 

Standard Oil dealer, and 

Cayuga Brick Corp.
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adjacent to the tracks must be 
used to the trains, as they 
barely acknowledge the KC 
Local roaring by. 

We quickly jump back into 
the car with Doug driving so 
I can try to get some pace 
shots, as Highway 28 parallels 
the NKP for a short time. We 
all hope the state and local 
authorities aren’t on 28 today, 
as we are exceeding the 
posted speed limits.

We catch the caboose just 
outside of Fickle and race up 
to the head end as I’m taking 
photos of the train. I get a 
couple of shots the Mikado 
high stepping down the main 
line ❶. We try to race ahead 
to get a shot at the U.S. 52 
crossing but can’t make it. 

Now Doug’s train-chasing 
skills will be put to the test. 
The NKP cuts southwest most 
of the way from Frankfort to 
Charleston, Ill., while we have 
to run south or west on a 
grid-like network of roads. 
Rather than trust the gravel 
county roads, we decide to 
head west on Highway 28 and 
then cut back south on U.S. 
231 into Linden.

As we roll into town, we 
see a headlight to the east. We 
beat the local into Linden! We 
head for the south side of the 
tracks and set up for a broad-
side shot with the depot. The 
train rolls to a stop at the 
depot just short of the dia-
mond crossing with the 
Monon’s line to Indianapolis. 

We walk up to the head 
brakeman between moves 
and introduce ourselves. “We 
heard you would be following 
us today,” he says. “The con-
ductor is wondering whether 
you guys are trying to qualify 
for the 500!” referencing the 
Indianapolis 500 race, since 
Doug was able to keep ahead 
of them. We all get a laugh 
out of that comment. He lets 
us know where all their work 
is for the day and tells us we 
should probably start heading 
west to keep ahead of them. 
Back to the car.

As we crisscross the 
Indiana countryside, we come 
across a nice curve in the 
main west of Linden. We 
decide to test Doug’s driving 
skills again and wait for the 
train here and then race 
ahead to Veedersburg, the 
next work for No. 45.

At Veedersburg, the NKP 
crosses Coal Creek on a wood 
trestle, then the Peoria & 
Eastern, a subsidiary of the 
New York Central. The NKP 
also serves several local 

industries here. One of the 
larger ones is Wabash Clay 
Products, the brickyard where 
the pavers for the Indy 500 
track were made. No. 45 has to 
make a runaround move here 
to serve them, and we get a 
shot of the Mikado shoving 
cars into the brickyard ❺. 

We wave to the crew and 
head toward Cayuga. We fig-
ure we should be able to keep 
ahead of them, since they still 
have to shove back onto their 
train and do an air test. It’s 
another round of grid pattern 
driving to keep ahead of No. 
45, plus we need to get some 
gas at Cayuga.

We cross the Nickel Plate 
Road at Lodi, Ind., on 
Highway 234, park the car, 
and scramble over to the west-
ern side of the NKP’s Wabash 
River bridge, a series of 
Warren through trusses. 
While the Mike stops for 
water, we puff and pant back 
to the car and head into town 
to gas up and get ice cold bot-
tles of Nehi orange pop at 
Julick’s Sunoco station on 
Division Street ❻. 

We then pull up to the 
joint L-shaped brick depot at 
the diamonds just a block 
away where the NKP crosses 
the Chicago & Eastern 
Illinois double-track Chicago 
to Evansville, Ind., main line. 
Doug runs in to check with 
the C&EI’s station agent to 

see whether anything is com-
ing. He comes running out, 
yelling, “Their north local is 
on the bell!” 

We quickly cross over the 
NKP main see the north local 
coming in on the northbound 
track. Good thing we are on 
the west side of the mains. 
We get a shot of the C&EI 
local hanging over the NKP 
diamonds ❼. The C&EI local 
works Thompson’s grain ele-
vator and the interchange 
with the NKP with its rear 
end still blocking the NKP. 
As we look east, we see No. 45 
roll to a stop short of the red-
over-red absolute home signal 
for the diamonds.

As I walk back toward 

❼ As the Chicago & Eastern 

Illinois crew moves boxcars 

loaded with soybeans over to 

the interchange track for the 

NKP to pick up, the KC Local 

sets out some empty C&EI 

hoppers. The depot serves 

both railroads.
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Doug, tower operator Bill 
Schwab calls to me from his 
second-story door. “Are you 
the photographers they told 
us about?” he asks. “Yes, sir,” I 
reply. “Come on up,” he says. 
He lets us know that the 
C&EI will have No. 45 
blocked for a spell, but No. 45 
can still complete most of its 
local work while waiting. He 
says it’s pretty regular that 
these two local trains meet 
here and battle over time on 
the diamonds. He offers us a 
cup of coffee, which Doug 
and I accept since it was a 
short night for all of us. 

We notice a young boy is 
already seated in the tower 
and ask Mr. Schwab if that’s 

his son. “No, this is Tony 
Koester,” he replies. “His dad 
runs the brickyard just west of 
town, and Tony likes trains 
too. He, um, helps me out 
when he has time. My  
daughter, Charlotte, was the 
Koesters’ first babysitter when 
they moved here from Iowa in 
1951.” We shake hands with 
the budding crewcut railfan.

Mr. Schwab suggests we go 
to the bridge over the Little 
Vermilion River near the 
Illinois state line for a photo. 
He draws us a rough map on 
how to get there. We thank 
him, get a photo of him high-
balling the local’s conductor 
as it starts the climb up noto-
rious Cayuga Hill, and head 

out, following his directions. 
We never would have known 
about or found it without his 
tip and map.

The bridge is about 4 miles 
southwest of Cayuga. Most of 
our chase has been on prairie 
land, so it’s nice to find this 
point on the railroad where a 
river has carved out part of the 
terrain. While waiting for the 
train, we grab a quick catnap 
before No. 45’s whistle lets us 
know the local is approaching. 

“He isn’t going that fast 
over the bridge. Maybe he’s 
getting held up at Humrick?” 
Doug wonders aloud. But The 
KC Local is also battling the 
stiff westbound gradient out 
of the Wabash Valley and a 

number of S curves left over 
from the days when this was 
a 3-foot-gauge railroad. It’s a 
tough climb to Humrick, Ill., 
with plenty of rail burns from 
slipping drivers to prove it.

Welcome to Illinois

We leave Indiana just west 
of the bridge and roll into the 
Land of Lincoln. We keep to a 

❽ The KC Local holed up at 

Humrick, Ill., for eastbound 

through freight No. 48, due 

here at 12:22 p.m. but 

running about an hour late. 

Operator Larry Ratcliffe had 

the local lined up and pulled 

the last levers as soon as the 

caboose was off the circuit.
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grid pattern of roads on the 
north side of the tracks as the 
NKP continues its southwest-
wardly trek toward St. Louis 
so we don’t have to wait to 
cross the tracks behind No. 45.

As we roll up to Humrick 
Tower, which is located in a 
field just west of the very small 
village, we see a headlight to 
the west. No. 45 gets put in the 
siding to meet superior-by-
direction No. 48, ❽. “They’re 
carded to meet at Metcalf, but 
as usual No. 45 is a little 
behind today,” tower operator 
Larry Ratcliffe tells us after 
both trains clear the diamond. 
He points us down a railroad 
access road to photograph  
No. 45 switching out the 

interchange tracks with the 
Milwaukee Road west of the 
tower. To me, the Milwaukee 
Road always seemed out of 
place in Illinois and Indiana, 
but “the Southeastern” is a pri-
mary source of coal for its 
steam fleet.

We roll into Metcalf just as 
No. 45 comes to a stop. Then 
they cut off the caboose and 
set off the remainder of their 
cars, all empty 40-foot box-
cars, at the elevator ❾. A 
Baltimore & Ohio line 
between Indianapolis, Ind., 
and Springfield, Ill., crosses 
the NKP here. No. 45 will 
have to wait for a B&O local 
to clear the diamond before 
heading west as a caboose 

❾ The local crew shoves 

empty 40-foot boxcars 

suitable for grain loading 

into the Metcalf Grain 

Elevator. Boxcars loaded with 

soybeans will be picked up by 

the next eastbound through 

freight and delivered to Swift 

in Frankfort.

❿ Evening shadows have 

traded places with the 

morning shadows that 

greeted No. 45’s crew when 

they went to work as the 

local swings into the yard 

lead at Charleston, Ill., and 

prepares to yard their train.
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hop plus the rider car con-
taining LCL and Railway 
Express Agency packages. 

Next up is Oakland, Ill., 
where the NKP crosses a low-
density Pennsylvania RR 
branch. We roll into town 
and find No. 45 sitting in 
front of the station and most 
of the crew out visiting with 
the agent on the platform. 
Today’s train is short enough 
not to block any crossing 
while they are stopped. They 

have some work here, picking 
up three cars from the eleva-
tors and petroleum dealers. 
We snap a few photographs, 
then head back to car so we 
can keep ahead of them.

We had hoped to get a 
photo of the trains crossing 
the Cloverleaf bridge over the 
Embarras (pronounced 
“ahm-braw”) River between 
Oakland and Fair Grange, 
but it would have required us 
to hike into the shot.     

We race up to the yard 
limit sign just north (railroad 
east) of Charleston, Ill., and 
get a going away shot of the 
local pulling into the yard 
east of this small Illinois city 
❿. Back into the car — I’m 
driving now — and we race 
into town on the north-south 
highway that parallels the rail-
road along the west side, spot 
the brick “YD” two-story yard 
office, and figure the engine 
terminal has to be just ahead. 
I cut down a residential side 
street and pop out by the 
roundhouse and coal dock. 
Doug thinks I was just lucky;  
I claim railfan instincts.

No. 45’s light Mike has cut 
off its train and is now chuff-
ing toward the roundhouse. 
We snap photos of the loco-
motive pulling onto the turn-
table ⓫. We meet the engi-
neer, fireman, and head 
brakeman just outside the 
roundhouse. They asked 
whether they looked good in 
the photos and kid us more 
about Indy 500 driving. They 

had a light workload today, so 
they were in a hurry to leave 
and enjoy the extra time away 
from the railroad before 
heading back home, probably 
on “Old Maude” — Second 98 
— tomorrow. There is no east-
bound local on the Third Sub.

Doug and I head for a local 
diner for a big meal, then 
drive over to the brick NKP 
depot near the Big Four cross-
ing to wait for NKP No. 10 
from St. Louis. We revisit the 
best parts of the day, make 
lists of folks we said we’d send 
photos to, and promise to 
keep in touch. The time passes 
quickly, and it’s not long till 
we hear No. 10 coming down 
a narrow passage between 
industrial buildings, including 
Buster Brown Shoe Co., and 
residences right on time at 
9:20 p.m. No. 10 will get to 
Frankfort in a little less than 
two-and-a-half hours, the 
same distance it took us and 
No. 45 to cover in a full day.

Doug and I overnight 
nearby, then head toward our 
respective homes with a sense 
of “mission accomplished” in 
hand.  

⓫ The Charleston hostler has 

filled the tender with coal 

and water, blown down the 

boiler, dumped the ash pan, 

banked the fire, and is taking 

the USRA light Mikado for a 

spin on the turntable. It will 

get a good inspection before 

heading back to Frankfort 

tomorrow morning on a 

through freight.
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The CN C

❶ A trio of former Canadian 

National GP40-2LWs have just 

exited Tunnel 4, and are crossing 

over the South Boo River bridge 

with their manifest in tow on Matt 

Gellings’ HO scale CN Central 

model railroad.
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Skyscrapers and 

mountains coexist 

on this layout

By Dave Rickaby
Photos by the author
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Matt Gellings is a masterful 
creator and builder of archi-
tectural wonderment, albeit, 
in HO scale. His former lay-
out, the Soo Line Central, 
appeared in the December 
2023 issue of Model Rail-
roader. Th e layout featured 
many skyscrapers, all of 
which were scratchbuilt by 
Matt. Aft er that article was 
published Matt tore down the 
layout, which had resided in 
his parents’ basement. He and 
his wife moved to their new 
house in Fond du Lac, Wis., 
which had a much bigger 
basement and more opportu-
nity for Matt to build a larger 
layout, and yes, more of those 
marvelous structures! 

The journey continues

As a young boy, Matt was 
given a train set for Christ-
mas. But he knew right away 
that he wanted more track to 
expand it, and pretty soon 
Matt was building his fi rst 
layout. He chose to build an 
over and under layout design 
he had seen in a track plan 
book. Reminiscing back on 
that fi rst model railroad, Matt 
listed it as a disastrous eff ort. 

Th at didn’t deter him from 
learning or building future 
layouts. As a young man he 
built a model railroad that 
was loosely based on Malcolm 
Furlow’s Carbondale Central 
that was featured in the 
January, February, and March 
1988 issues of MR. Th at was 
Matt’s fi rst layout that fea-
tured skyscrapers, although at 
that time he built them from 
readily available plastic kits, 
many of which he kitbashed. 
He and that layout were fea-
tured in a local newspaper 

 Central
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article. Matt proudly displays a framed 
copy of the story in his layout room. To 
this day, he credits Malcolm Furlow as 
his inspiration to extend his layouts ver-
tically. On Matt’s present model railroad 
he features both urban and mountainous 
canyons. The eye of the viewer has more 
options than just seeing the trains run-
ning horizontally because your eyes are 
forced to look up as well. 

The layout

Matt and his family moved into their 
present home in 2019. Shortly thereafter, 
he proceeded to build the HO scale  
CN Central. 

Because he was constructing a fic-
tional setting, he felt that although he 
really liked the Canadian National, he 
also wanted to represent other roads. 
This led him to adopt the Central part of 
his railroad’s name, which related to his 
former layout’s name. To this end, he 
designed his own logo in a CAD pro-
gram and had decals produced by Circus 
City Decals.

Matt had a desire to build a much 
bigger layout this time around. Whereas 
the Soo Line Central layout was 8 x 22 
feet, this one comes in at 17 x 31 feet. 

This gave him the opportunity to greatly 
expand his metropolitan, Chicago-like 
city (aptly named Metropolitan City), 
which in turn enabled him to add 40 
more scratchbuilt skyscrapers. Along 
with this he chose to add another penin-
sula with a Canadian-esque mountain 

range, complete with seven tunnels, nine 
high bridges, and beautiful gorges 
carved out by rivers and lakes. 

In the design stage of the CN Central 
Matt didn’t know if he wanted to just 
build a very large city layout or add a 
mountain range. He didn’t have the 

❷ It’s early evening and the shadows 

are starting to form in the canyons of 

the Kariboo Mountain Range, as CN 

Central No. 2943 pokes its train out of 

❸ Two former Soo Line SD40-2s, No. 6604 and No. 6603, now lettered for the CN 

Central, are passing the East End engine facility at the Metropolitan City Yard.
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room for mountains at his parents’ home 
and decided to go all in on the new lay-
out. When he fi rst started building the 
model railroad he admits that he really 
didn’t know how to tackle building 
mountain scenery. 

Matt has used about two-thirds of the 
buildings from his former Soo Line 
Central layout on the new model rail-
road. Th ese buildings are 10 to 12 years 
old. Since he started work on the new 
layout, Matt has constructed an addi-
tional 40 new scratchbuilt structures, 
giving him a total of 69 buildings.

Th e layout is built as a free-standing, 
“U” shaped island walkaround design, 
with two peninsulas. Th e model railroad 
has a footprint of 17'-6" x 31'-4" with a 
zero gradient and has an elevation of 36" 
above the fl oor. Th e main line is 125'-6" 
long with a minimum radius of 24". Th e 
city features a double-track main line, 
which then drops to a single-track main 
line through the mountains. Th ere is a 
large fi ve-track yard, with a west and east 
engine facility on one side of the city. 

Th ere isn’t any off -layout staging, and 
this yard acts very effi  ciently as open, 
visible staging. Th e end of the city penin-
sula and down the right side is where the 
railroad meets the water. Here you will 
see docks, many bridges, and water-
borne shipping, including a carferry. 
Upon leaving the relative noise and com-
motion of the city, the trains pass 

through the mountains, snaking their 
way through tunnels, over bridges, 
and past meadows, before returning to 
the city.

Most of the substructure of Matt’s 
layout was built with hollow core doors, 
while some areas are sheets of plywood. 
He added 1 x 4 frames to the top of each 
of these pieces. He then installed three 
layers of extruded-foam insulation board 
on top of the frames to the track height, 

two 2" layers and one 1" layer. Th e water 
is modeled on the base frame. Th e entire 
layout is supported by strong folding 
table legs. Matt had to saw the legs to the 
length desired and shimmed those that 
were cut a little too short.

All of the track on the layout is Atlas 
Model Railroad Co. code 83 fl extrack. 
Th e turnouts are code 83 No. 6s and are 
manually operated with Caboose 
Industries ground throws. 

The layout at a glance

Name: The CN Central RR
Scale: HO (1:87.1)
Size: 17'-6" x 31'-4" 
Prototype: Canadian National, CN 
Central
Locale: Wisconsin and Canada
Era: 2010 to the Present
Style: island walkaround
Mainline run: 125'-6" 
Minimum radius: 24"
Minimum turnout: No. 6
Maximum grade: none
Benchwork: Open grid box frame around 
door slabs, folding steel legs
Height: 36"
Roadbed: cork
Track: Atlas code 83 fl extrack
Scenery: extruded-foam insulation board, 
construction paper, plaster board
Backdrop: 1∕4" tempered hardboard 
between the city and mountains
Control: NCE ProCab, Wifi  Trax, and JMRI 
Engine Driver Throttle (Engine Driver) app 
on cellphone
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Motive power

What caused Matt to change the 
name of his railroad? On his former Soo 
Line Central layout, Matt had several Soo 
Line, Milwaukee Road (bandit patchout), 
Canadian National, and Wisconsin 
Central locomotives. The one problem he 
found was that his locomotives weren’t 
equipped with stay alive capacitor tech-
nology as part of the Digital Command 
Control decoders. He sought to upgrade 
to locomotives that had stay alives 
already installed by the manufacturer. At 
this point, he divested himself of most of 
his old roster and decided to primarily 
use units lettered for Canadian National, 
plus CN-related locomotives such as the 
Grand Trunk Western, and former lease 
units that had been added to the fold. 

This also forced Matt to model more 
of the present day. He kept a few Soo 
Line SD40-2s. He also purchased the 
newer Siemens SC44 Charger units for 
his Amtrak trains. 

Matt’s diesel fleet has locomotives 
from Athearn, Aurora Miniatures, 
Bachmann, Broadway Limited Imports, 
and ScaleTrains. All of the models have 
DCC, sound, and stay-alive capacitors. 
Most of his locomotives have either ESU 
LokSound or SoundTraxx Tsunami2 
decoders in them. He programs his loco-
motives with JMRI Decoder Pro and an 
ESU LokSound programmer.

The trains are powered using an  
NCE Power Pro DCC system. Matt uses 
WifiTrax and the Engine Driver app on 
his cell phone to run his locomotives.

Rolling stock

Matt has a modest fleet of rolling 
stock that rounds out to about 120 
freight and passenger cars. Manu-
facturers represented include Athearn, 
Tangent, ScaleTrains, Bachmann, Rapido 
and Walthers models. Most are weath-
ered with water-mixable oil paints, 
which he bought at Michaels craft stores, 
and powders. 

All of the cars with graffiti are each a 
unique piece of artwork as Matt hand-
painted them. He considers them to be 
rolling canvasses. Matt used prototype 
photos in a book on railroad graffiti as a 

❹ The CN Central Business Train stretches out along the South Boo River as it 

traverses Tunnel 4.

❺ As the rafters steer through the 

rapids of the East Boo River, Amtrak 

train No. 179 crosses the Boo Bridge 

high above them. This branch of the 

Boo River system is the most popular 

with the local rafters in the Kariboo 

Mountain Range.
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guide. He found many examples of 
tagged cars that he was able to re-create 
in HO scale.

Mountain scenery

When he built his Kariboo Mountain 
range, Matt used 2"-thick extruded-foam 
board to create a skeletal framework to 
support his mountains. The open areas 
were filled in with balled construction 
paper. Over this, he laid pieces of used 
upholstery fabric dipped in a soupy mix 
of 20 minute Sheetrock plaster.

To create the ground cover, Matt 
applied Woodland Scenics static grass 
and flocking. He also turned to the com-
pany’s scenic mats, which he tore or cut 
into pieces and applied in various areas, 
especially on the mountain side. In addi-
tion, Matt installed Woodland Scenics 
course ground foam and bushes. 

Matt used latex rock molds from 
Woodland Scenics along with some large 
sheet molds, using Windex as his mold 
release agent. He poured a soupy mix of 
5-minute Sheetrock plaster into the 

molds and placed them on the sides of 
the mountain. Matt estimates that he 
used between 600 and 700 pounds of 
plaster. As you might imagine, there are 
hundreds of castings on the mountain. 

Matt used multiple stains to color his 
rocks. He started by using a gray paint 
that almost had a darker mossy green 
color to it. First, he sprayed water on the 
rock surfaces. Then he dabbed the color 
in and sprayed it again, allowing the 
wash to flow down the rock faces, filling 
in and highlighting the cracks. Matt also 
used Burnt Umber, Burnt Sienna, Brown, 
Black, and Green. 

When Matt was constructing the 
mountains, he built the tunnels as short 
bores in case there were derailments. If 
there were a derailment inside of a short 
bore, the offending rolling stock can be 
pulled clear and easily rerailed. 

Matt used a few different products to 
create his water scenes. For the water 
areas around the city he used Realistic 
Water from Woodland Scenics. He 
painted the base a grayish blue color. 
Once the Realistic Water hardened, he 

brushed on gloss Mod Podge to simulate 
a rippled, sudsy surface. To create the 
Boo rivers, he used Alumilite Amazing 
Clear casting resin, which allows you to 
pour 3⁄8"-thick layers at a time. Matt first 
painted the bottoms, then added pea 
gravel and rocks. He slightly tinted the 
resin as well. 

The bulk of the trees on Matt’s layout 
are from Trees by Rose. Rose Tolley, who 
resides in Madison, Wis., hand crafts 
and sells trees at model train shows. The 
rest are a mix of Grand Central Gems 
and Bachmann; some came from the 
Kettle Moraine Ballast Scorchers Model 
Railroad Club in West Bend, Wis. Matt 
is a member of the group. 

Buildings and bridges

Matt started building scale skyscraper 
buildings in 2012 out of Plexiglas. He 
originally used modelers tape to create 

❻ This inbound freight train has just 

passed a car ferry that is being led to its 

berth by a tug boat. A lot of water-

borne traffic serves Metropolitan City.
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each line on the sides of the buildings, 
which he found to be very intricate work 
and time-consuming. 

Matt has a degree in mechanical 
design and is comfortable using CAD. 
He decided he would try to draw the 
sides and additional pieces of the struc-
tures in Turbo CAD, a 3D software,  
and print them in color on his HP 
Design Jet T120 24" printer. Matt has 
since had to replace that printer with a 
HP Design Jet T100 24" printer, which  
he protects with a cover he sewed to  
keep out dust. 

The paper he used came in large rolls 
and had a high-grade gloss finish. 
Though most would use a flat finish, 
Matt thought he could better represent 
the reflections from the windows with 
gloss paper. 

Turning away from the Plexiglas 
structures, Matt began creating the 
physical shape of each building by cut-
ting 1 ⁄2" foam core pieces and gluing 
them together with Loctite All Purpose 
Power Grab to form the boxes, as he 
refers to the core sections of the models. 

Matt purchased a large mat board 
cutter. The images of the sides from the 
printer were glued to mounting board, 
which was then cut out with the mat 
board cutter. The cutting process is very 
tedious because the cuts have to be 
exactly on the line and the corners all 
have to be beveled. Matt started out 
building smaller structures to see if his 
methodology was correct. 

After some trial and error he realized 
that spraying the back of the printed 
image and the front of the mounting 
board with 3M Scotch-brand Photo 
Mount was the best approach. The foam 
core boxes are not created until after the 
printed building drawings are mounted 
and cut off with the mat board cutter. 
The pieces are then glued to the foam 
core substructure. 

As on the former layout, with sky-
scrapers the sky is the limit. In Matt’s 
parents’ basement (the location of the 
previous layout), the ceiling was the 
limit, which caused him to build the 
structures to more of an N scale height. 
Some of his buildings took one to two 

months to build. His Chrysler Building 
has over 80 pieces in its spire alone! Matt 
takes his time because he wants to get it 
right. He enjoys the intricate detail, and 
loves the reactions from viewers who see 
the buildings for the first time. 

Since Matt’s current layout is in a 
taller basement, it has allowed him to 
expand vertically. The tallest structure, 
the Empire State Building, stands a little 
more than 4 feet tall and has King Kong 
on top of it. 

Matt now uses a Mod Podge matte 
sealant spray on the exteriors of his 
buildings to cut down on the glare from 
the room lights. The clear finish gives the 
buildings a little bit of a faded and 
weathered look. The radio towers on top 
of the structures were made from the 
supports for water towers. He bought 
these at model train shows already 
assembled and thought they looked 

❼ The CN Central business train, with 

GE ES44AC No. 2943 and ET44AC  

No. 3165, has just emerged from Tunnel 

2 in the Kariboo Mountain Range on 

the mountainous half of the layout.
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right. All he had to do was to remove the 
tanks from the supports. 

To re-create the rusted look found on 
many full-size bridges, Matt fi rst painted 
them with a can of black wrought iron 
spray paint. Aft er the paint had dried, he 
applied an orange wash to the bridges. 
Th e wash dried to a slightly muted color. 
Th en he fi nished the bridges by ran-
domly applying an orange powder. 

Backdrop substitute

Since Matt built a walkaround island 
layout, he didn’t have to use a backdrop. 
Th e only portion of the model railroad 
that has a backdrop is the transition 
piece of 1 ∕4" tempered hardboard that 
separates the city from the mountains. 

Matt didn’t feel the need to install a 
backdrop on the city portion of layout 
because the skyscrapers would act as 
one. You can’t see a train on the other 
side of the layout from your vantage 
point with the exception of being able to 
look down the streets and seeing them at 
a grade crossing. Th is, in eff ect, forces 
visitors and operators to follow the 
trains. Even though the model railroad 
was built as a continuous run around the 
perimeter of the structures you still have 
the illusion of distance.

Matt also used 1 ∕4" tempered hard-
board for the fascia. To keep viewers and 
operators focused on the model railroad, 
he painted it black. Th e entire layout is 
adorned with a matching black pleated 
skirting that is held on by hook-and-loop 
fasteners. Th e layout space is illuminated 
by 26 4-foot light-emitting diode tubes. 

A railfan’s layout

Unlike many other model railroads 
you see in the hobby press, Matt’s layout 
was not built for operations. In fact, he 
can only run one main line train at a 
time. Rather, his model railroad was 
built as a railfan’s layout to watch trains 
run while being dwarfed by skyscrapers 
and tall mountains. 

Matt enjoys hosting annual open 
houses. He advertises the events on his 
CN Central Facebook page and wel-
comes people to follow and like the page. 
Matt regularly posts photos of the model 
railroad on the social media site. 

He’ll also host people who want to see 
the CN Central during other parts of the 
year. Th e layout has been open for tours 
during the National Model Railroad 
Association Winnebagoland Division 
Fall Meet. Check the division’s website 
for more information.

Thinking outside the box

Matt always knew he was going to 
build another layout when he moved 
into his new home. His motivating factor 
for constructing the CN Central was to 
build a layout that would be diff erent 
than any built before. Matt feels he has 
achieved that goal. All he wanted to do 
was build a “fi eld of dreams” where he 
could sit back and watch his 35- to 
40-car trains run through urban and 
mountain scenery. 

When people walk down to the base-
ment, one of the fi rst things they say is 
“wow,” or “Oh my God!” He enjoys the 
fact that they are amazed at what they 
see. When they leave he hopes they will 
spread the word that this layout is here 
and is available to be seen. 

For Matt, his favorite part of the 
hobby is creativity. Curiously, he doesn’t 
think of himself as much of an artist. Yet 
though the HO scale CN Central Matt 
has truly built an amazing array of 3D 
art. It was also for this reason that he 
built his layout without a backdrop, so 
the viewer can see everything from more 
than one vantage point. A model rail-
road with a backdrop limits visitors and 
operators to looking at a scene in only 
one primary direction. 

If Matt can talk his wife into it, he 
would like to further expand his layout 
into an adjoining storage area. He would 
like to build on to the west end of his 
yard and proceed into the storage area, 
where he would like to build a passenger 

station and coach yard, plus 30 to 40 
additional city buildings. 

Matt reminds other model railroaders 
that they don’t have to be like everyone 
else in the hobby. He would like to see 
more modelers come up with their own 
ways and techniques for building a 
layout. He wants to challenge modelers 
to dare to be diff erent, dare to be out 
there, imbue a pioneer spirit, and 
challenge the norms. Be creative! 
Architecturally speaking, for Matt 
Gellings, the sky’s the limit! 

Matt and his wife, Vanessa, live in 

Fond du Lac, Wis. Matt is a 1998 

graduate of Moraine Park Technical 

College, attaining a degree in 

mechanical design and later a 

degree in CNC (Computer Numeric 

Control). Matt owns his own small 

business and is self-employed as a 

re-upholsterer at HomeStar 

Upholstery in Fond du Lac.

❽ A manifest freight takes the siding along the harbor on Furlow Bay at 

Metropolitan City. At left, the crew and passengers of the business train sit and 

wait for the main line ahead to clear.
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How to use older materials in today’s modeling

By John Pursell • Photos by the author

November 2025 57

To those of us of a certain age, it often 
seems that we live in a world of almost 
unbelievable hobby riches. Super-detailed 
locomotives and rolling stock are avail-
able in abundance; structures, painted 
and assembled, are widely available. 
Enough tree, bush, and other scenery 
supplies exist to create an entire forest.

Of course, it wasn’t always like this. 
Modelers in the 1950s, ’60s, and even 
later often had to make do with whatever 
materials they could find. Green painted 
sawdust was supposed to represent grass, 
lichen was for trees and bushes, and sand 
or kitty litter often was used for track 
ballast. The commercial material sold  
as ballast was crude and oversized.

Now, I don’t for one second want to 
go back to those days! But I often think 
there are still uses for some of the mate-
rials we used decades ago, and we 

shouldn’t be so quick to consign them to 
the scrap heap. Here are some examples.

Revisiting sawdust

The first thing that comes to my mind 
is sawdust. Building model railroad 

benchwork usually amounts to an abun-
dance of it, free of charge. In the “old 
days,” modelers would often dye it a 
green color and apply it to represent 
grass. I don’t use it for grass per se, but I 
do use it to represent a coarser type of 
ground cover. 

I sift it through screen to get rid of 
bigger pieces of wood and get it as fine as 
I can ❶. Then, I either spread it out and 
lightly spray it with a muted green or 
olive color, or I put it in a container with 
alcohol and ink to stain it a grayish 
color. Sometimes I do both. If spraying, I 
hold the spray can so it sprays up instead 
of down; the paint then floats down onto 
the sawdust instead of blowing it around.

After it dries, I mix it with an equal 
amount of Woodland Scenics fine 
ground foam turf, usually Burnt Green. 
This all goes into a container. As I peri-
odically sweep up the areas where I’m 
working on scenery, collecting tiny 
pieces of foam and other debris, I mix 
that in too! The result is then used any-
place I want a coarser, more weedy look, 
as seen in the photo at left. 

On occasion I’ve used all-sawdust 
dyed a muted green as a forest floor, 
which would be closer to the backdrop 
and a few feet from people’s eyes. 
Combined with some Woodland Scenics 
Clump-Foliage, it looks like an unkempt, 
overgrown area ❷. 

Liking lichen

Another old school item is lichen, 
although this is one item still used today. 
In the pre-ground foam era, modelers 
used to pile it up to represent bushes or 
tried to glue it to a tree armature. Many 

Kickin’ it old school

John Pursell explains how he uses sawdust, lichen, and other “old school” products.

❶ Sifting sawdust through a screen 

results in a nice, fluffy type of material.

❷ John finished the area under the 

trees with dyed sawdust.
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modelers moved away from lichen when 
ground foam became prevalent. But it’s 
still easy to use, widely available, and 
offers another option for scenery.

Lichen is commonly used to represent 
bushes. The easiest way to improve 
lichen is to spray it with hairspray or 
Testor’s Dullcote, then coat it with fine 
ground foam. I also use lichen in combi-
nation with Clump-Foliage to add differ-
ent textures. In addition, I use it for 
vines: Pull off most of the finer pieces, 
leaving just the center stem and a few 
branches. These can be glued along 
walls, rock cliffs, and more ❸. 

Chicken grit ballast

Ballasting has greatly improved from 
the kitty litter or sand era. However, old 
school is appropriate in some situations. 
The Cumberland Valley Model Railroad 
Club, of which I’m a member, ballasted 
its HO and O scale layouts with chicken 
grit. Not only does it represent ballast 
well, but the cost is significantly lower 
than off-the-shelf products. 

The grit has a natural, subtle color 
variation that adds to realism, as seen on 
the mainline of the club’s HO layout ❹. 
Chicken grit is usually available at farm 
supply houses; the drawback is they may 
only have it in larger bags of 25 or even 
50 pounds. If you and a friend go in 
together on a bag, you’ll probably have 
enough for at least two layouts each. 

Balsa and cardboard

Years ago, modelers would use balsa 
for all kinds of structures, often taking 
the time to carve in clapboard siding 

using the dull side of a knife blade. The 
down side to balsa is its propensity to 
warp significantly. A lot of interior brac-
ing is needed to keep building sides and 
roofs straight. It also has coarse grain 
that requires sealing before painting. But 
it is inexpensive.

Balsa is especially handy for building 
foundations ❺. It can be glued on a base, 
solving the warping problem; the painted 
heavy grain represents concrete reason-
ably well. I still use balsa to scratchbuild 
structures. I don’t mind adding bracing. 
Even with the bracing it’s usually much 
cheaper than using basswood or plastic. 

Well, if we talk about balsa, how 
about cardboard? Using cereal box card-
board to create buildings and rolling 
stock was a common method used by 
early modelers, since they often had 
nothing else. Again, it requires bracing, 
but it’s cheap. I often use cardboard as a 
subbase and glue on siding material ❻. 

The case for code 100 track

Many modelers would consider code 
100 track to be old school, as smaller and 
more scale sizes are now widely available. 
However, I still use code 100 track on my 
HO scale Lehigh Valley layout. When 

painted, ballasted, and weathered, the 
overall effect is just fine. I also find code 
100 to be more “forgiving,” so to speak. 
Using normal care in track laying has 
resulted in a virtually derailment-free 
layout ❼. 

Take another look

Some of the old ways are still viable in 
today’s model railroading. When com-
bined with new methods and materials, 
sawdust, lichen, and other products can 
open up a wide range of options. Plus, 
the items are often significantly lower in 
cost than modern alternatives.  

Dr. John Pursell and his wife, Bette, live 
in Chambersburg, Pa., where he models 
the Lehigh Valley in HO scale. He wel-
comes comments at johnpursell@msn.com

❸ Vines made of lichen stems climb up 

the rock wall.

❹ This photo shows chicken grit ballast 

on an HO scale layout.

❺ This building has a foundation made 

of strip balsa, painted Aged Concrete.

❻ Cardboard and cardstock can be 

used as a subbase for siding.

❼ When painted and weathered, code 

100 track looks just fine.
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Be inspired all year long with Model 

Railroader’s all-new 2026 calendar! 

This calendar offers something for everyone, 

showcasing a range of scales, locations, 

and railroads from some of the finest 

modelers around. 

a

Order Now at Shop.Trains.com/MRRCAL26

MODEL RAILROADER’S

2026 CALENDAR

TRAINS.COM

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

JUNE

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8
Last Qtr  9 10 11 12 13

14
New Moon  15 16 17 18 19 20

Flag Day

Juneteenth

21
First Qtr 22 23 24 25 26 27

Summer Solstice 

Father’s Day

28 29
Full Moon 30

HO scale

A Southern Pacific passenger train, led by a trio of Alco PAs, winds its way through Tehachapi Loop in 

the 1950s. The scene is just one of many featured on the La Mesa club’s massive 72 x 128-foot HO scale 

multi-deck layout. The railroad boasts a 25-scale-mile main line and is located at the San Diego Railroad 

Museum. The club was originally formed by a group of teens in 1962. You can learn more about the rail-

road in the September 2024 issue of Model Railroader magazine. Tom Danneman photograph. 

MAY 2026

S M T W T F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

JULY 2026
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1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

Trains.com

MAGAZINE

N scale

Ron Papiercavich photo

O scale narrow gauge

Lou Sassi photo

HO scale

Cody Grivno photo

O scale

Paul Dolkos photo

HO scale

Tom Danneman photo

HO scale

Pelle Søeborg photo

HO scale

Jason Shron photo

N scale

Lou Sassi photo

O scale narrow gauge

Duane Ericson photo

HO scale

Gary Hoover photo

HO scale

Tom Thompson photo

HO scale

Craig Tiley photo

You’ll find inspiration all year long with these 12 scenic layouts, which were featured on the covers and in the pages of 
Model Railroader magazine. Our 2026 calendar offers something for everyone, showcasing a range of scales, locations, and 
railroads from some of the finest modelers anywhere. In addition, look for the bonus section, “10 household items you can 
use in model railroading.” In it, we’ve asked several well-known modelers to share some of their favorite tips that you can 
use on your layout or around your workbench.

© 2025 Firecrown

featuring 
Rod Stewart’s

incredible
layout!
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By Jerry Dziedzic

Out in the country
Railfans and modelers long 
hid these interests when they 
applied for railroad jobs. 
Most employers would jump 
at the chance to hire someone 
with such a genuine interest 
in the business, not be suspi-
cious of it, but that’s railroad-
ing. Happily, enthusiastic 
railroaders who join our 
hobby are eager to share pro-
totype information. I began 
asking about their pet peeves. 
What disappoints them in 
operating sessions because 
they never worked this way 
on the railroad?

Station work drew many 
comments. Th ey cringe when 
they see a crew pull its entire 
train into town. Th is backs up 
traffi  c at road crossings, usu-
ally for long periods while the 
conductor fi gures out the 
pulls and spots. It frequently 
blocks a runaround that’s 
needed to serve industries 
with facing point switches, 
too. Th e old heads left  the 
train “out in the country,” 
meaning outside town on the 
main track. Th e crew took 
only the cars needing work 
into town. Pleasing drivers 
was easier; a runaround 
became a quick move because 
the main and its double-
ended siding were clear. Hand 
signals governed switching 
before radios became com-
mon, so handling fewer cars 
was another 
advantage. Th e 
fewer cars, the 
fewer crew mem-
bers needed to 
pass signals. 

Did they put 
out a fl ag behind 
the part of the 
train left  behind? 
It depends. Here’s 
where reality 
departs from the 
book. Some crews 
satisfi ed Rule 99 
by dropping a 
fusee as the train 

approached town. Its 10-
minute burn protected a 
quick move. Many dropped a 
fl agman behind and whistled 
him in when ready to depart. 
He’d leave a fusee to continue 
protection while he returned. 
A few crews relied on knowl-
edge of train movements. 
Th ey knew about regular 
trains in the timetable and 
cheated against extras based 
on what they learned from 
operators along the line. Th ey 
fl agged very . . . well, casually.

Mike Porter, a long-service
Chicago & North 
Western veteran 
with Chicago 
Great Western 
roots, warms up 
every good story 
with “No kidding, 
this really hap-
pened!” One 
crew’s casual fl ag-
ging fed up 
another engineer. 
Marshalltown, 
Iowa kept them 
busy every night 
and he knew 
about where 

they’d be. “He turned off  all 
the lights, coasted down and 
got up right behind them.” 
You know what comes next. 
Mike continued: “He turned 
on the headlights and Mars 
light and at the same time 
blew the whistle” and two ter-
rifi ed railroaders bailed off  
the caboose, fast!

Cherry picking, moving only 
one car at a time, also makes 
the pros shake their heads. 
Th e more work a town 
requires, the more a good 
conductor thinks ahead. It’s 
like a chess game. How few 
moves does the work need? 
Andy Sperandeo devoted his 
March 2014 column in Model 
Railroader to the basics of 
switching. It’s a how-to about 
facing points, trailing points, 
runarounds, pulls, and shoves. 

A switch list is handy to 
map out moves. I go through 
the waybills for my train, list 
the cars town by town and 
write down which tracks 
they’re headed for. I “walk” a 
town to see the trackage, fi nd 
the pickups, and add them to 
the list. Th is suits me better 

than shuffl  ing waybills like a 
deck of cards.

Good plans or not, situa-
tions can demand heroic 
measures. Take the Union 
Transportation crew in the 
above photo, muscling a car 
into position. It reminds me 
of another daunting situation. 
A prominent modeler invited 
me to a session and delighted 
me with a branch line freight. 
Th e local served a town with 
heavy station work. 

Determined to leave a 
good impression, I scribbled a 
switch list, left  the train out in 
the country, and went at it. 

One facing point setout 
bedeviled me. It lurked until I 
coupled the train back 
together, ready to depart. 
Stealthily, I peeked up and 
down the aisle and around 
the corner. Not a soul about. 
While I hesitated, a nimble 
hand descended from the 
heavens and quickly 0-5-0’d 
the vagrant. Th is pleased 
Mike. He smiled: “I’ve never 
been aff orded an 0-5-0 
moment, and I’ll never do it 
again.” No kidding, this really 
happened!  

Aptly titled “Hand Switching,” this Classic Trains photo of the day shows railroaders of Union 

Transportation Co., a New Jersey short line, valiantly repositioning a car with pinch bars and 

muscle power in the late fi fties. Aaron G. Fryer photo

HAPPILY, 
ENTHUSIASTIC 
RAILROADERS 
WHO JOIN OUR 

HOBBY ARE 
EAGER TO 

SHARE PROTO-
TYPE INFORMA-
TION. — JERRY
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Trackside Photos

Ann Arbor RR TF5 (Toledo to Frankfort) 

heads west along south shore of Crystal 

Lake, Mich., in July 1955 on Ralph 

Moxley’s Ann Arbor model railroad. This 

train is approximately 1 mile west of 

Beulah. Small wooden cottages 

overlook the lake and railroad tracks. 

Craig Wilson photo
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Conducted by Eric White

Great Model 

Railroads 2026

is available 

now! This year’s 

issue features 

nine fantastic 

model railroads 

showcasing the 

best work from 

across the country. Get a sneak 

preview of what’s included in this 

month’s Trackside Photos.
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The peaceful summer day’s solitude is 

shattered as Soo Line Mikado No. 2836 

thunders across the Eagle Lake bridge 

on its way to home rails. Building a new 

house allowed Gerry Leone to design 

and construct his double-deck dream 

layout, the fifth and best incarnation 

yet of his freelanced HO scale Bona 

Vista RR. Gerry Leone photo
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A couple pauses on the Morningstar 

Road overpass to watch a North Shore 

local rumble below on Marc Pitanza’s 

Staten Island Rapid Transit North Shore 

Sub. The overpass is scratchbuilt from 

styrene following the prototype.  

Marc Pitanza photo

Hopefully all of that laundry will still 

be clean after Boston & Maine 2-6-0 

Mogul No. 1431 passes through Millville 

on Bob Van Gelder’s HO scale South 

River & Millville model railroad. The 

neighborhood at right was scratchbuilt 

by the late Dick Elwell for his Hoosac 

Valley RR. Lou Sassi photo
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As a local fi sherman tries to reel in the 

big one in the Quinebaug River, 

northbound freight M6 passes overhead 

on its way to Worcester on Bob 

Murphy’s New York, New Haven & 

Hartford Norwich and Worcester 

Branch. Bob used Famowood Glaze 

Coat, a two-part epoxy used for bar 

counters and craft projects, to model 

the water. Dan Munson photo

Send us your photos

Trackside Photos is a showcase for the work of 

Model Railroader readers. Send your photos (digital 

images 5 megapixels or larger) on a fl ash drive to: 

Model Railroader, Trackside Photos, 18650 W. Corporate 

Dr., Suite 103, Brookfi eld, WI 53045; or email them to us 

at editor@modelrailroader.com.
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The Annville roundhouse crew is busy 

servicing assorted steam locomotives on 

Bob Bartizek’s 3-rail Pennsylvania & 

Western RR, including (front to rear) a 

class H10s 2-8-0, I1sa 2-10-0, and Q1 

4-6-4-4. The models are from Weaver, 

Sunset/3rd Rail, and Lionel. Lou Sassi photo
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To advertise, call, Martha Stanczak  

414-246-7081

Say you saw  

their ad in  

magazine!

Train Installations LLC
MODEL RAILROADS FOR HOME OR BUSINESS

HELP WANTED
See Our New 
Online Store!

(770) 597-0038 

dave@traininstallations.com

www.traininstallations.com

~ Since 2001~

Phone 740-633-6607

Ron’s Books
The largest railroad book seller with 

over 6,000 titles and over 1,000 DVDs! 
Free shipping on orders over $35 in 
the U.S. Add $6 if under minimum. 

Send $5 for a catalog.
P.O. Box 714

Harrison, NY 10528

914-967-7541

ronsbooks@aol.com

Online catalog at 

ronsbooks.com

www.TheTrainMaster.com

Pursuing

Excellence

                                    
                                  

              
                 
         

Brilliant

GOODDEALSDCC
www.gooddealsdcc.com

HOME OF THE PROGRAMMER TEST TRACK SYSTEMS

All Scales Available
Custom Orders

Clear Acrylic Inspection Cars

Gary Cohn

106 Center Street

Fox River Grove, IL 60021

gary@gooddealsdcc.com224-703-0111

Records high resolution videos and sound
For HO and larger scales | Supplied ready to run

Made in UK, 
shipped 
from 
California 
office. 

Sample Videos

EYE CHOO CAMERA CAR!

www.hobbytrax.uswww.hobbytrax.us

Bradley-Train-Store

www.bradleytrainstore@ebay.com

Great Prices, Fast Shipping
Check us Out!

Quality N and Z Gauge Trains

M  r -Tr  n                                

    M k  

MODEL RAIL SCENES

207-564-0705

www.modelrailscenes.com

CUSTOM LAYOUT

SERVICES

HO scale freight car and  
caboose trucks 

Now with metal wheelsets from 

Tangent Scale Models

Tahoe Model Works

TEL: 775-600-9992    Send SASE for flyers
PO Box 3935 • Carson City, NV 89702
www.resincarworks.com/tahoe.htm

MODERN
Buildings

in HO&N!
(337) 436-8481

www.summit-customcuts.com

A  R  AN            
  770                         

Wh  mo                 

www  m      mo      om
P                 
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TheRailroadDesigner.com

Designing Dream Layouts
For Over 20 Years

Any Scale / Any Size
* Display / Railfan Designs
* Prototypical Based Designs

Designing Dream Layouts
The Railroad Designer

ailroadDesigner
TheRailroadDesigner@Gmail.com
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Schedule of Events
CA, SACRAMENTO: International Railfair.  November 
8-9, 2025.  Cal Expo, Building C, 1600 Exposition Blvd., 
Sacramento, CA 95815.  Saturday 10am-5pm and Sunday 
10am-4pm.  Admission: At Gate- Saturday $15, Sunday 
$12; Online- Saturday $12, Sunday $10.  Kids 12 and under 
free. Operating Layouts, Vendors, Kids Activities, on-site 
food and more!  Visit: internationalrailfair.com  or contact  
Tom Campbell at  tom.c.irf@gmail.com

CO, LOVELAND: Rocky Mountain Train Show, November 
29-30, 2025.  The Ranch Events Complex, 5280 Arena Circle, 
Loveland, CO 80538.  Saturday, 9am-5pm, Sunday 9am-3pm.  
200+ sales tables, 50+ vendors, operating layouts, model 
trains of all scales.  Admission $10.00, 12 and under free.  
Free parking.  303-364-0274  www.RockyMountainTrainShow.com  
Information@RockyMountainTrainShow.com

FL, BROOKSVILLE: Regal Railways presents Toy Trains 
& Hobby Show.  Hernando Fairgrounds, 6436 Broad St., 
Brooksville, FL 34601.  Saturday, November 22, 2025.  
9:00am-2:00pm.  Admission: $6.00 adults, children under 
12 free.  Vendors and model train layout.  Lunch available.  
Contact: Joe at  727-244-1341 or visit:  www.regalrailways.com  
for more information.

FL, OCALA: Lions Tri-Annual Train Show.  First Christian 
Church, 1908 E. Fort King St., Ocala, FL 34471.  Saturday, 
November 1, 2025, 9:00am-2:00pm.  Model trains, accesso-
ries, detail parts and toys.  Admission $5.00, children 12 and 
under free w/paid adult.  Bring two canned goods and receive 
$1.00 off admission.  Food/snacks available.  Information: 
Bob 352-694-6381  or cell  352-547-0938

FL, OCALA: NMRA-Sunshine Region’s 2025 Annual 
Convention.  October 9-11, 2025, beginning at 4pm on 
Thursday.  Ocala Hilton, 3600 Southwest 36th Ave., 
Ocala, FL.  Top-notch clinics, operating sessions, modeling  
contests, raffles, and a Meet & Greet!  Also, Saturday night 
banquet with a guest speaker.  Event is open to anyone who 
loves TRAINS!  For more info, visit:  NMRASunshineRegion.org

FL, OCALA: “Trains for Christmas” Free train show 
November 8-9, 2025.  Saturday 10am-4pm, Sunday 11am-4pm.  
Experience multiple layouts and participate in great raffles.  
We are a collection site for Toys for Tots.  No vendors.  NEW 
LOCATION: Marion Oaks Community Center, 294 Marion 
Oaks Lane, Ocala, FL 34473.  Information, contact Bill Quast 
at  352-209-5422  or email  wmquast@gmail.com

FL, PINELLAS PARK: Suncoast Model Railroad Club 
Train Show/Open House.  Saturday, December 6, 2025.  
SHOW- New venue!  Pinellas Performing Arts Center, 
4951 78th Avenue N., Zip: 33781.  9am-3pm.  Admission: 
$8.00, Children $3.00, under 11-free.  Free parking.  Tables: 
Event Planner, smrrclub@gmail.com, 727-523-1860. OPEN 
CLUBHOUSE- 12355 62nd Street North, Suite A, Largo, FL 
33773.  Admission: FREE.  www.suncoastmrrc.com

IA, DELMAR: Delmar Train Show & Swap Meet.  October 
11-12, 2025.  Saturday 10am-4pm and Sunday 10am-2pm.  
Delwood School Gym, 311 Delmar Avenue, Delmar, IA 
52037.  Admission: Free Will Donation.  Free tours of Delmar 
Railroad Museum.  Vendor tables: $25 each (limit 10 tables 
per vendor).  Food & drink available.  Free parking/handicap 
accessible.  Information:  bradgeneralcontractors@gmail.com

IA, HAMPTON: NCIMRRC Train Show.  Franklin County 
Convention Center, 1008 Central Avenue W., Hampton, 
IA 50441.  Sunday, October 26, 2025.  9:00am-3:00pm.  
Admission $5.00.  10 and under free with paid adult.  
Trains (all scales), memorabilia and collectibles to buy, sell 
and trade.  Table rental fee $20.00.  For information or 
table reservations contact, Eastside Trains, 641-456-1998,  
email: eastsidetrains@gmail.com

IA, IOWA CITY: 5th Annual Iowa City Train Show.  Sunday, 
October 19, 2025.  10am-3pm.  4261 Oakcrest Rd. SE, Iowa 
City, IA 52246.  Admission: $5, children 10 and under free  
w/adult.  New club building open house!  All different scales!  
Displays and layouts to see!  Sponsored by the Hawkeye 
Model Railroad Club and Scale Signs!  Iowacitytrainshow@gmail.com  
or visit:  www.hawkeyemodelrrclub.com

IL, EAST MOLINE: Quad City Society of Model Engineers 
Open House and Swap Meet.  Saturday, November 1, 
2025.  9am-2pm.  740 16th Avenue, East Moline, IL  61244.   
(The Old East Moline Public Library.)  Admission:  $5 (cash only), 
children 12 and under are free.

IL, ST. CHARLES: 34th Annual Chicago Railroadiana 
and Model Train Show and Sale.  Kane County Fairgrounds, 
(Front Building), 525 South Randall Rd., St. Charles, IL 60174.  
Sunday, October 19, 2025, 10:00am-3:00pm.  Admission: 
$6.00 (includes tax).  Children under 12 FREE.  Tables starting 
at $65.00.  For information:  847-358-1185, RussFierce@aol.com  
or  www.RRShows.com

IN, DANVILLE: Central Indiana Division-NMRA 18th 
annual Danville Train Show.  Saturday, November 22, 2025. 
10:00am-3:00pm, Hendricks County Fairgrounds, 1900 E. 
Main St., Danville, IN.  Operating layouts, displays, door 
prizes, vendors, food. Free parking, $3.00/adult, under 16 
free.  Dealer Tables $16.00 each.  Contact: Dave Mashino at  
danvilletrainshow@gmail.com  or  765-860-1560.  More info 
at  www.cidnmra.org

IN, LA PORTE: La Porte County Train Show and Swap 
Meet.  La Porte County Fairgrounds Community Building, 
2581 In-2, La Porte, IN 46350.  Sunday, November 23, 2025, 
9:30am-2:00pm (Chicago time).  Adults $5.00, youths 
6-12 $1.00, 5 and under free.  Contact: Dave Novak at   
trains86@myyahoo.com  or  219-778-3195.

MA, MARLBOROUGH: Hub Division NER/NMRA.  
Royal Plaza Trade Center, 181 Boston Post Road West  (Rte. 
20 West), Marlborough, MA.  Saturday December 6, 2025, 10am-4pm, 
and Sunday December 7, 2025, 10am-4pm.  Admission: 
$15.00; Children under 12 and Scouts in Uniform FREE.  
Admission is good both days.  Information:  Ray, 781-910-9581; 
e-mail:  TE.info@hubdiv.org;  website:  www.hubdiv.org

ME, BREWER: Eastern Maine Model Railroad Club Show.  
Jeff’s Catering in Brewer, 15 Littlefield Way, Brewer, ME 
04412.  Saturday, November 22, 2025, 10:00am-3:00pm.  
Admission $5.00 for adults, under 12 free.  Dealers, silent 
auction, and operating layouts.  Geoff Anthony, PO Box 187, 
Blue Hill, ME 04614,  207-374-2786,  dahak@roadrunner.com

MI, EAST LANSING: Lansing Model Railroad Club Show 
and Sale.  Michigan State University Pavilion.  Sunday, 
November 9, 2025, 10:00am-4:00pm.  Admission $8.00, 
under 12 free.  Michigan’s largest train show: layouts,  
demonstrations, and 500+ tables.  Free parking.  Flyer, table 
forms and map, visit:  www.lmrc.org  or call John Hartmann  
517-290-8948

MI, KALAMAZOO: Southwest Michigan Train Show & 
Sale.  Kalamazoo County Expo Center, 2900 Lake Street. 
Sunday, November 2, 2025, 10am-3pm.  Admission $6.00; 
Children 12 and under free. Operating layouts, vendors, rail-
road memorabilia, model trains, accessories, door prizes. Free 
parking, concessions and more!  Presented by Kalamazoo 
Model Railroad Historical Society.  Contact David Hayes-Moats  
269-344-0906,  http://www.kmrhs.org

MN, ST. CLOUD: GRANITE CITY TRAIN SHOW AND 
SALE.  River’s Edge Convention Center, 10 4th Ave S, St. 
Cloud, MN 56301.  Saturday, November 8, 2025.  9:00am-
3:00pm.  $6.00, Kids 10 and under FREE.  Buy/sell model/
toy trains, books, videos, railroad collectibles.  Operating 
model and toy train displays.  Win a LIONEL train set!   
612-558-6484; GraniteCityTrainShow@gmail.com  or visit  
www.GraniteCityTrainShow.com

MO, JOPLIN: Joplin History & Mineral Museum Model 
Train Show and Swap Meet.  Saturday, November 8, 2025.  
9am-3pm.  In Schifferdecker Park, 504 South Schifferdecker 
Ave., Joplin, MO 64801.  Admission: $5 adult, 12 and under 
admitted free with paid adult. Swap Tables $20 each. Contact 
Steve Gardner, 620-230-9545 or email:  sogardner1@att.net

MS, GULFPORT: UPDATE - POSTPONED. NEW DATE 
COMING!  Mississippi Coast Model Railroad Club: 1st 
Annual Train Show.  CTA Hub & Event Center…on the beach!  
(Corner of 20th Ave and Hwy 90, next to the MS Aquarium).  
Admission:  $10 Adults, $2 Children (5 & under FREE), 
$8 Active 1st Responders–Military–Seniors.  Contact:   
Rob Mooney,  crmoon051@gmail.com,  228-596-5740

Classified Advertising
Schedule of Events Rate: $45 per issue (55 word 
maximum). Ads will contain the following information about 
the event: state, city, sponsoring organization and name of 
event, meet, auction or show, dates, location, times, 
admission fee, name and/or telephone number and/or email 
of person to contact for information. Name, daytime 
telephone number and street address of the person 
providing the information is also required but need not be 
included in the ad. Unless otherwise requested, ads will be 
published in the issue month that the event occurs in. Please 
specify issue date(s). Word Ad Rates; per issue: 1 insertion 
— $2.03 per word, 6 insertions — $1.89 per word, 12 
insertions — $1.77 per word. $40.00 MINIMUM per ad. To 
receive the discount you must order and prepay for all ads at 
one time. Count all initials, single numbers, groups of 
numbers (i.e. 4-6-0 or K-27), names, address number, street 
number, street name, city, state, zip, phone numbers each as 
one word. Example: John A. Jones, 2102 South Post St., 
Waukesha, WI 53187 would count as 10 words. For MR’s 
private records, please furnish: a telephone number and, 
when using a P.O. Box in your ad, a street address. Model 
Railroader reserves the right to refuse listing. All Copy: 
Set in standard 6 point type. First several words only set in 
bold face. If possible, ads should be sent typewritten and 
categorized to ensure accuracy. 
Send your submissions to: Model Railroader — 
Classifieds, 18650 W. Corporate Dr., Ste. 103, Brookfield, WI 53045. 
Phone: 414-600-9285, E-mail: classads@firecrown.com 
All ads must be prepaid prior to or by Ad Closing 
Date and pertain to the subject of model railroading. 
We accept payments by securely storing your Visa, 
MasterCard, American Express, or Discover card information
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 including books,  

magazines, DVDs,  

gifts and more at

Shop.Trains.com!

RailroadBackdrops.com

The Hobby’s Best Backdrops Period. Beautiful Full Color
Photographic Backdrops. All Designs Available In All Scales.
Waterproof, Scratch Resistant, Tear Resistant, Washable!

800-216-9202
RailroadBackdrops@gmail.com

p ,, ,, ,,

RailroadBackdrops.com

MRR-AD1125_069-072.indd   70 8/29/25   10:54 AM



November 2025 71

A
R

IZO
N

A
 - ILLIN

O
IS

               R
E
TA

IL D
IR

EC
TO

R
Y

Narrow gauge almost exclusively.
On3 - Sn3 - HOn3 - On30.
Kits, parts, brass & books.

Mon-Fri 8-12, 1-5, Sat 8-12.

ARIZONA • Phoenix

CORONADO SCALE MODELS
1544 E. Cypress St. 602-254-9656

All scales G to Z. Special orders welcome.
Midway LA & SF. US 101-US 41, easy access.

Open Tue - Sat: 10-5, Sun - Mon: By Appt.
E-mail Anita at: anita@cctrains.com

Web site: www.centralcoasttrains.com

CALIFORNIA • Atascadero

CENTRAL COAST TRAINS
7600 El Camino Real # 3 805-466-1391

All scales G through N, collectibles old & new.
Authorized LGB, Lionel, MTH & Märklin dealer.

One of the most complete train stores in
So. Calif. UPS worldwide shipper.

Visit our website at www.trainshack.com

CALIFORNIA • Burbank

THE TRAIN SHACK
1030 N. Hollywood Way 800-572-9929

Model rail specialists since 1951.
LGB, Lionel, O, S, On3, HO, HOn3, N, Z.

Complete stock of brass imports, new & used.
Books, tools, structures, detail parts.

Open 7 days. www.thewhistlestop.com

CALIFORNIA • Pasadena

THE ORIGINAL WHISTLE STOP INC.
2490 E. Colorado Blvd. 626-796-7791

Exclusively model trains since 1989.
Athearn, Kato, MDC, Lionel, Atlas, LGB,

Märklin, Brass Imports, books, detail parts.
Everyday low prices. Open 7 days.

www.rrhobbies.com

CALIFORNIA • Roseville (Sacramento)

RAILROAD HOBBIES
119 Vernon St. 916-782-6067

Exclusively trains. Craft kits,
detail parts, scratch supplies, books.

Ride the trolley to Reed’s.
Open Mon through Sat 10-6; Sun 12-4

reeds@abac.com www.reeds-hobbies.com

CALIFORNIA • San Diego (La Mesa)

REED’S HOBBY SHOP
8039 La Mesa Blvd 619-464-1672

100% trains. Discount prices. Super selection.
Tuesday - Saturday 10:00am-5:00pm

Closed Sunday & Monday
Dennis Cole Email: thetrainshop@att.net

CALIFORNIA • Santa Clara

THE TRAIN SHOP, LLC
1829 Pruneridge Ave. 95050 408-296-1050

Wide selection of domestic & import plastic
aircraft, armor, ships, cars, Gundam & rare kits.
HO, N, Z, O, G scale trains. Track, structures,
scenery & supplies. Also carry Estes rockets.

Open 7 days. www.venturahobbies.com

CALIFORNIA • Ventura

VENTURA HOBBIES
2950 Johnson Dr., #128 805-658-8138

World Famous
Model/Toy Trains Only

7,000 sq. ft. Super Center
www.arniestrains.com

CALIFORNIA • Westminster (Orange Co.)

ARNIE’S MODEL TRAINS
6452 Industry Way 714-893-1015

A full service model train store. Large
inventory, HO, N, O & O27 Tinplate.
Books, videos, collector & gift items.
Repair service. We buy old toy trains.

www.westerndepot.com

CALIFORNIA • Yuba City

THE WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Ave. #203 530-673-6776

A hobby shop for modelers by modelers. From
hard to fi nd to latest & greatest. Large store of
quality products @ fair prices. Friendly service.

www.whitingmills.com
salesrrhobbysupply@gmail.com

CONNECTICUT • Winsted

RR MODEL & HOBBY SUPPLY
100 Whiting Street 860-379-3383

No sales tax at the Delaware seashore.
Lionel new & used...also Atlas, Bachmann,

MTH. We buy used trains. Auth. Lionel repairs.
Large inventory of used HO trains.

Open Tues - Sat 10-4:30, Closed Sun & Mon

DELAWARE • Ocean View

SEASIDE HOBBIES
15 Daisey Ave. 302-539-1601

The Space Coast’s Model Train Shop.
Z thru G scales. N scale our specialty!

Digitrax, Kato, Lionel & Walthers Dealer.
Atlas, IM, BWL, Piko, LGB & Rokuhan.

Mon-Sat 10am-5pm Email: trftrains@cfl .rr.com

FLORIDA • Melbourne

TRF TRAINS & MNT HOBBIES
2715 N. Harbor City Blvd., #10/11 321-241-4997

Shop “Warehouse Style” for N to G.
MTH, Lionel, Kato, LGB, Broadway Ltd., Atlas,

Walthers at discount prices. Open Mon-Sat
10am-5pm, Open Sunday Nov-Jan 10am-1pm.

Email us at rtrtrains@aol.com

FLORIDA • Miami

READY TO ROLL
831 NW 143rd Street 305-688-8868

HO, N trains & accessories
Visa, MC, AX, Discover

Open Tues - Fri 9-5, Sat 9-4
www.robshobbyworld.com

FLORIDA • Ocala

ROB’S HOBBY WORLD
8585 SW Hwy. 200 352-854-2799

Pensacola’s Premier Model Train Store.
All scales available.

Repair service on N-G Scales.
Mon.-Sat. 10am-5pm except Tues. 2-5pm

www.TuckersTrainSupply.com

FLORIDA • Pensacola

TUCKER’S TRAIN SUPPLY
1435 Harold Avenue 850-723-5390

Your Southern Connection for Quality Products!
Featuring O, HO, N, Woodland Scenics. MTH

MegaStation & National Service Center.
Breyer Horses. Mon - Fri 9:30-5;

Sat 9:30-4. www.roundhousesouth.com

FLORIDA • Port Orange (Daytona Beach)

ROUNDHOUSE SOUTH
4611 S. Ridgewood Ave. 386-304-7003

2600 sq. ft. Showroom. Lionel & MTH Dealer
NEW, USED, BUY/SELL * All Gauges Z thru G

Over 6,000 Parts. Repair Services. Trains, Track,
Sets, Scenic Supplies. Mon 1-5, Tue-Sat 10-6

www.zitniktrains.com

FLORIDA • Tampa Bay - Pinellas Park

ZITNIK TRAINS
5193 73rd Ave. N. 727-201-9668

HO, Atlas, Bachmann, MTH
Complete scenery supplies.

Operating HO layout and 400 sq. ft. layout.
HUGE selection in a 11,000 sq. ft. store.

www.legacystation.com

GEORGIA • Atlanta (Lilburn)

LEGACY STATION TRAINS
4153 Lawrenceville Hwy., #12 770-339-7780

N, HO, S, O, G Std. & Narrow gauge too.
Lots of scratchbuilding supplies and

other neat stuff. Brass, books & DVDs.
Close to O’Hare. Open seven days a week!
Web Store: www.desplaineshobbies.com

ILLINOIS • Des Plaines

DES PLAINES HOBBIES
1524 Lee St. (Mannheim Rd.) 847-297-2118

Trains, Scale Models & Hobby Supplies.
Specializing in Midwest Roads. Scout says
wide selection to scratch your Hobby Itch.

Visit our website at GRHobbies.com
or call for directions & hours.

ILLINOIS • Geneseo

GREEN RIVER HOBBIES
119 W. Exchange St. 309-944-2620

Specializing in trains, HO, N, O, G, Lionel.
Books and videos. Northern IL railfan
headquarters. Open 7 days a week!

Please call for hours. Fax 847-949-8687
ronhobby@aol.com

ILLINOIS • Mundelein

RON’S MUNDELEIN HOBBIES
431 N. Lake St. (Rt. 45) 847-949-8680

LEADING MODEL RETAILERS
Retail Directory spaces are sold on a year’s basis at $654 per year (payable in advance) or at $60 per month (for 
one year minimum); also for six months at $353 (payable in advance). Ads will be set in standard listing 
typography. All insertions must be consecutive and may be invoiced if you have credit established with us. No 
mention of mail order business permitted. CLOSING DATES are listed in the “Classifieds” section. For more 
information email: classads@firecrown.com.

All listed events were confirmed as active  

at the time of press. Please contact event sponsor  

for current status of the event.

CLOSING DATES:  

January 2026 closes October 21

Events Continued
NC, RALEIGH: Neuse River Valley Model RR Club 41st 
annual FALL TRAIN Show; November 8-9, Sat 9-5; Sun 
10-4.  NC State Fairgrounds.  400 tables of model railroad-
ing, 12 operating layouts.  Displays & Judging of Craftsman 
Structures & Rolling Stock.  Admission: $10 covers both 
days, children 12 and under free with an adult.  Contact:  
bobwitwer@gmail.com.  Visit:  www.nrvclub.net

NH, DOVER: The Great Northern New England Train 
Show.  Dover Lodge of Elks #184, 282 Durham Road, Dover, 
NH 03820.  Saturday, October 25, 2025, 10:00am-3:00pm.  
Admission: $5 per person, children under 12 free.  Exhibitor 
tables $35, includes entrance fee.  All scales, operating 
layout, railroadiana items, and food on premises.  Contact  
Ed Martin, efmenter@aol.com  or  603-362-4300

NJ, BRICK: ECTP and Collectibles LLC presents The 
Brick Train Show.  Elks Lodge, 2491 Hooper Avenue, Brick, 
NJ 08723.  Sunday, November 2, 2025, 9:00am-2:00pm.  
Admission: $7.00; under 12 free with adult.  John LaLima 
732-845-5966. Go to  www.eastcoasttrainparts.com  and 
click on The Brick Show.

NJ, EAST RUTHERFORD: METCA/NYSME All Gauge 
Train Show.  November 1, 2025.  St. Joseph’s School, 120 
Hoboken Road, East Rutherford, NJ 07073.  9am-2pm.  
METCA/NYSME members admitted free at 8am, public at 
9am.  Admission: $5.00 per person 16 and up.  Layouts, 
refreshments, and door prizes.  For tables and information, 
contact the NYSME Office at  201-939-9212  or email:   
contact@modelengineers.org

NJ, WAYNE: ECTP and Collectibles LLC presents 
The Wayne Train Show. P.A.L. Hall, 1 Pal Drive, Wayne, 
NJ 07470. Sunday, October 26, 2025, 9:00am-2:00pm. 
Admission: $7.00; under 12 free with adult. John LaLima  
732-845-5966. Go to  www.eastcoasttrainparts.com  and 
click on The Wayne Show.

OH, DAYTON: 49th Original Dayton Train Show.  The 
Montgomery County Fairgrounds, 645 Infirmary Road, 
Dayton, OH 45417.  November 1-2, 2025.  Saturday 11am-
5pm and Sunday 11am-4pm.  Admission: $10.00 per adult, 
children 12 and under free with a paid adult.  Dayton Train 
Show Mgr, PO Box 341233, Beavercreek, OH 45434,  
937-424-6413.  Email:  NMRA.Div.3@gmail.com  or visit:  
www.DaytonTrainShow.com  for updates.

OH, MASSILLON: CJ Trains Winter Train and Toy 
Show.  Massillon Knights of Columbus Hall, 988 Cherry 
Road NW, 44647.  Sunday, December 14, 2025, 10:00am-
3:00pm.  Admission: $5.00, 12 and under FREE.  $25/dealer 
table, 152 - 8’ dealer tables.  Jon Ulbright, PO Box 446, 
Wooster, OH 44691,  330-262-7488,  cathijon@sssnet.com   
www.cjtrains.com

OK, OKLAHOMA CITY: The OKC Train Show, November 
15-16, 2025.  Saturday, 9:00am - 5:00pm, and Sunday, 
10:00am - 4:00pm.  Bennett Center at the State Fairgrounds 
in Oklahoma City.  It’s Oklahoma’s largest train show and 
sale with 100,000 square feet and over 300 tables of 
vendors, manufacturers, layouts, clinics and more. Visit   
www.okctrainshow.com  for more information!

PA, ALLENTOWN: ATMA First Frost Train Meet.  
Allentown Fairgrounds Agri-Plex, 1925 W. Chew Street, 
Allentown, PA 18104.  November 8 & 9, 2025.  Saturday 
9am-4pm, Sunday 9am-3pm.  Advance tickets $15, admitted 
at 8am.  At the door, admitted 9am: $10 adults, 12 and 
under FREE with adult ticket purchase.  For more info, visit:   
www.allentowntrainmeet.com  or call  610-442-2859

PA, BEAVER FALLS: BLRHS Fall Train Show.  Saturday, 
October 11, 2025, 10:00am-3:00pm.  Chippewa Township 
VFD Social Hall, 2568 Darlington Rd., Beaver Falls, PA 
15010.  Admission: $5.00 ($4.00 if you mention Model 
Railroader ad).  Children 12 and under FREE.  Tables $25 
each.  For show info:  www.blrhsinc.org.  For table reservations: 
Tom Bianculli, tjbian64@gmail.com  or  412-585-3614

TX, HOUSTON: Houston Area Model Train Show, 
November 15-16, 2025.  Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday 10am-4pm.  
Adults $7, 17 and under free.  All scales, operating layouts, 
club/museum displays, table sales and more.  Pearland 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 2320 Hatfield Rd., Pearland TX 
77581.  More information at  http://houstonttrak.org  or by 
email  info@houstonttrak.org.  Sponsored by Houston Area 
T-TRAK Association, Inc.

WA, CHEHALIS: Lewis County Model Railroad Club, 
Annual Fall Train Show and Swap Meet.  Southwest 
Washington Fairgrounds, Blue Pavilion Building, 2555 N. 
National Ave., Chehalis, WA 98532.  October 18-19, 2025.  
Saturday 10:00am-4:00pm and Sunday 10:00am-2:00pm.  
Admission $5.00.  Free parking.  Contact information: Ted, 
360-985-7788,  or email:  TedsTrains@LewisCounty.com

WA, KENT: Boeing Employees’ Model Railroad Club 
Annual Swap Meet.  Saturday, November 8, 2025, 9:30am-
4:00pm.  Kent Commons Community Center, 525 4th Avenue 
North, Kent, WA 98030.  Admission: $10.00, under 16 free.  
Ed Sherry or Caleb at:  seattleandnorthcascades@gmail.com

WA, LONGVIEW: November 22, 2025.  LK&R Model 
Railroad Club presents our 2025 Holiday Model Train 
and Toy Swap Meet.  Cowlitz County Event Center, 
1900 7th Ave. 10am-4pm.  Admission $5.00.  See   
https://www.cowlitzeventcenter.com/contact-event-professionals/.  
Scroll down for directions.  Information for vendors and 
guests, visit:  http://lkrtrains.yolasite.com  or contact  
Howard Flick.  360-751-7276, email:  flickh@yahoo.com

WA, SPOKANE: River City Modelers Fall Model Train 
Show, Spokane Fairgrounds, 404 N. Havana.  Sunday, 
October 12, 2025, 9:30am-3:30pm.  Admission: adults 
$8, 12 & under free.  200+ tables of Railroad-related 
items for sale, operating layouts, Free-MO, Operation 
Lifesaver & more. Free Parking. For table rental or  
general info, contact:  Shirley Sample, 509-991-2317  or email:   
shirleysample13@gmail.com

Classifieds

Wanted-HO Scale
$1,000,000 CASH AVAILABLE- For your collection! 
Brass, Plastic, Memorabilia, we buy it all. Call us 352-292-4116 
or mail your list to: BRASSTRAINS.COM, 10515 SE 115th 
Ave., Ocala, FL 34472. E-mail: collections@brasstrains.com

ALL TRAIN COLLECTORS & MODELERS- Trainz is 
the largest buyer of model train collections in North America. 
We purchase Atlas, Broadway Limited, Marklin, Rivarossi, 
Kato, Lionel, MTH, and more in every scale. No collection is 
too big - we even purchase store inventories! You don’t need 
to be an expert - Trainz makes selling your collection easy. 
Please visit www.Sellmytrains.com or call 1-866-285-5840 
to learn more. 2740 Faith Industrial Dr., Buford GA 30518.

CA$H PAID FOR HO AND N SCALE TRAINS.  
No collection is too big or too small.  414-377-1255

Wanted - Miscellaneous
ALL SLOT CARS WANTED. Any kind, any  
condition.  Top dollar paid. PAUL at  248-760-6960.  
E-mail:  slotcarguy@slotcarguy.com

LOOKING TO ACQUIRE N and/or HO scale train collections.  
No collection too big or too small.  Please call or text Tim @ 
817-991-5420 or email  karrstrains@aol.com.  Located in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area.

WANTED: BUYING PRR LW PULLMAN CAR  
Cast-iron door nameplates, 1938-1950.  J.H. STEVENSON, 
Rocky River, OH  440-333-1092  jhstevenson8445@gmail.com

Custom Painting & Building
CUSTOM BUILDING & PAINTING, kit building,  
kit-bashing & scratchbuilding.  Locomotives, rolling stock, 
structures & more.  12 Penny Lane, Newark, DE 19702,   
302-229-6010,  www.tmbcustommodels.com

Employment
SEEKING A MARKETING AGENT to promote the 
Sea-Bots and Sea-Swell product from Cubed 6.  Products 
description available at:  https://cubed6.com
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HO / G / N.
Special orders / discount prices.

Display layouts / clinics / assistance.
Call for hours.

ILLINOIS • Springfi eld

CASTLE TRAINS & TREASURES
4782 Old Jacksonville Rd. 217-793-0407

O, S, HO, N, Z & G Scale
Lionel, MTH, A/F, Märklin, LGB & more!

New, Used & Vintage. Extensive scenery line.
Repair, custom work & layouts.

www.fredstrainshop.com

KANSAS • Overland Park (KC Area)

FRED’S TRAIN SHOP
8909 Santa Fe Dr. 913-383-3500

We offer 13 rooms fi lled exclusively with
items for modeling scales N - G. Repairs and

installations welcome. We buy and sell.
Mon-Fri 11-7 & Sat 10-5:30.

WEBSTORE AT: WWW.ROUNDHOUSEKY.COM

KENTUCKY • Louisville

ROUNDHOUSE ELECTRIC TRAINS INC
4870 Brownsboro Rd 502-895-2466

Specializing in New England road names,
HO/N Scale. Micro-Trains, Walthers, Horizon.

Special orders discounted.
Thurs-Fri-Sat 10am-6pm

service@halfpricehobby.com

MASSACHUSETTS • Ashburnham

SHEPAUG RAILROAD COMPANY
23 Westminster St. 978-537-2277

G (LGB & 1:20,3), O (Lionel & MTH), On30, HO,
N, & Z. Locos, cars, fi gures, buildings, track,

kits, scenery supplies, details, books & videos.
Digitrax Dealer. Repair service. VISA/MC.

Mon-Fri 10-8, Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5

MICHIGAN • Flint

RIDERS HOBBY SHOP
2061 S Linden Rd 810-720-2500

LGB, O (Lionel, MTH & Scale), HO, N & Z
Locos, cars, fi gures, buildings, track, tools,

kits, scenery supplies, details, books, videos.
Digitrax Dealer. Repair service VISA/MC
Open Mon - Fri 10-8, Sat 10-7, Sun 12-5

MICHIGAN • Grand Rapids

RIDER’S HOBBY SHOP
2055 28th Street SE 616-247-9933

Let your imagination run wild!
Z to G, Lionel, scenery, tools,

structures, scratchbuilding supplies,
special orders, ships, armor, cars, more...

MICHIGAN • Traverse City

TRAINS & THINGS HOBBIES
210 East Front St. 231-947-1353

Premier model train store committed to
being a one-stop shop for model train

enthusiasts. johnsmodeltrains@gmail.com
Store Hours: Th & Fri 3-7, Sa 11-7, Su 1-5

www.bigjohnsmodeltrains.com

MINNESOTA • Burnsville

BIG JOHN’S MODEL TRAINS
1178 Burnsville Ctr, Ste 1032 508-918-8188

One of the largest HO/N scale inventories.
Come check us out! All major brands
plus books, videos, tools & scenery.

Mon-Fri 9-5:30, Sat 9-3.
www.springcreekmodeltrains.com

NEBRASKA • Deshler

SPRING CREEK MODEL TRAINS, LLC
304 E. Bryson Ave. 402-365-7628

Trains & supplies for all scales Z-G. We are
DCC ready & installation service available.
Service work, repairs, technical support.

Family owned since 1936.
www.houseoftrains.com

NEBRASKA • Omaha

HOUSE OF TRAINS
8106 Maple St. 402-934-RAIL (7245)

From Z Scale to G Scale We Got You Covered
Open Mon-Sat 11 AM to 5 PM

Buy Online at www.westsidetrains.com
Nevadas ONLY Remaining Train Store

NEVADA • Las Vegas

WESTSIDE TRAINS
2960 S. Durango #117 702-254-9475

Full service hobbies, a full line of
HO, N, 3-Rail, military, cars, boats,
planes, dollhouses, scratchbuilding
supplies, plus details-details-details!

NEW JERSEY • Kenvil

KENVIL HOBBIES
590 Rt. 46 973-584-1188

Direct dealer for LIONEL and MTH. The
largest train store in Northern NJ since 1974!

4 showrooms plus Operating Layout. WE BUY
OLD TRAINS ~Lionel Service Station #556

www.TRAIN-STATION.COM

NEW JERSEY • Mountain Lakes

THE TRAIN STATION
12 Romaine Road 973-263-1979

Serving hobbyists since 1933.
Large selection of HO, N, & O scale

Railroad books - complete repair service
www.themodelrailroadshop.com

NEW JERSEY • Piscataway

THE MODEL RAILROAD SHOP, INC.
290 Vail Ave. 732-968-5696

HO, N & O Accurail, Bowser, Atlas, Walthers,
Williams & Kadee. Scenery & modeling

supplies. Plastructs, magazines & building kits.
Old local lines like WAG, Erie & EL.

Call for hours.

NEW YORK • Wellsville

EAST DYKE DEPOT
332 E. Dyke St. (Rt. 417E) 585-593-0005

Complete full line hobby shop.
Z, N, HO, O, Lionel, and LGB.

Open Mon - Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5.

OREGON • Beaverton

TAMMIES HOBBIES
12024 SW Canyon Rd. 503-644-4535

HO, N, Z, Lionel, DCC, brass
Reservation discounts, new, used,

Consignments, 16 minutes from Airport
www.hobbysmith.com

OREGON • Portland

THE HOBBY SMITH
1809 NE Cesar Chavez Blvd. 503-284-1912

Your complete model railroad store.
Gauges Z through G.

Mon-Sat 10am-4pm, Closed Sunday
www.wsor.com

OREGON • Portland

WHISTLE STOP TRAINS
11724 SE Division St. 503-761-1822

The Exclusive model railroad store.
From N to G, we stock it all.

OPEN 7 days a week.
Only minutes from Frederick, MD.

www.mainlinehobby.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Blue Ridge Summit

MAINLINE HOBBY SUPPLY
15066 Buchanan Trail E. 717-794-2860

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, Atlas & MTH
HO, N, ON30, Standard, O & S gauges

bought, sold & traded. Auth. service station.
www.nstrains.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Broomall

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS
2343 West Chester Pike 610-353-8585

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, MTH, Märklin,
Bachmann, Williams. HO, N & Z. We buy,

sell & repair. Mon-Fri 10-6; Sat & Sun 10-4
www.JoesTrainStation.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Hatboro

JOE’S TRAIN STATION
283 E. County Line Rd. 215-322-5182

Trains exclusively. Lionel, MTH, HO & N.
Supplies and accessories at discount prices.
Mon-Wed-Thurs 10-5, Fri 10-6:30, Sat 10-4.

Closed Tue & Sun. Expanded hours Nov & Dec.
www.needztrains.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Jeannette

NIEDZALKOSKI’S TRAIN SHOP
214 South 4th Street 724-523-8035

From trains to diecast to scenery, everything
for the layout builder. Open 7 days a week.

N, HO, O, Lionel, LGB.
Buy, sell, trade used trains. Located adjacent
to the Choo Choo Barn. www.etrainshop.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Strasburg

STRASBURG TRAIN SHOP
226 Gap Road 717-687-0464

HO trains & acces., detail parts, plastic &
craftsperson kits. Hobby supplies, tools.

Tues - Fri noon-6pm, Sat 10am-5pm
1/2 mile west of airport

E-mail: aahobbies@gmail.com

RHODE ISLAND • Warwick

A. A. HOBBIES, INC.
655 Jefferson Blvd. 401-737-7111

All scales, all major brands of
model railroad equipment.

We buy & sell used Lionel trains.
Open daily 10-6. Closed Sun.

SOUTH CAROLINA • West Columbia

NEW BROOKLAND RR & HOBBY SHOP
405 State Street 803-791-3958

Located in Knoxville’s premier shopping
destination. We are the area’s most diverse
hobby store with a large selection of HO, N,

and O. Open 7 days a week.
Turkey Creek Area.

TENNESSEE • Knoxville

HOBBYTOWN USA
11145 Turkey Dr. 865-675-1975

Specializing in HO, HOn3 • Digitrax Dealer
Soundtraxx • InterMountain • Kadee

Micro Engineering • Rapido • Atlas • Walthers
---- LET US SELL YOUR HOn3 ----

jack@harrishobbies.com  www.harrishobbies.com

TEXAS • Athens

HARRIS HOBBIES
9323 County Rd 1127 903-489-2646

All trains, all scales. Magazines, Books, Videos, Re-
pairs, Brass, Consignments. Discount program, will

ship. papabenstrains@gmail.com Mon-Fri 10-6;
Sat 10-5; Closed Sun. Open Sunday’s Nov-Dec.

Major Credit Cards. www.papabens.com

TEXAS • Houston

PAPA BEN’S TRAIN PLACE
4007-E Bellaire Blvd. 713-523-5600

Model railroading our specialty.
Märklin, G, HO, N, O, Z.

Superdetailing parts galore.
Books, structures, fi gures and tools.

Tue-Sat 10am-6pm  www.dibbleshobbies.com

TEXAS • San Antonio

DIBBLE’S HOBBIES
1029 Donaldson Ave. 210-735-7721

It’s cheaper than therapy.
Trains all scales, LGB, Broadway Limited,

Atlas, Lionel, Micro-Trains, Athearn.
Visit us on Facebook:

Hobby Stop Utah/@ItscheaperthanTherapy

UTAH • Orem

HOBBY STOP
537 North 1200 West 801-226-7947

OPEN 7 DAYS: Sun & Mon 11-3; Tue-Sat 10-5
Personal service/repairs/layout ideas. We ship.

Gauge G, O, HO, N, Brio, & more.
I-95, EXIT 92, ONLY 1.2 Miles West to tracks.

www.trainandtoystore.com

VIRGINIA • Ashland (Richmond)

TINY TIM’S TOYS & TRAINS
104 S. Railroad Ave. 804-368-0063

Full service storefront & online store. All makes
& scales. New/used trains sales, service, repair

& upgrades. All scales & Digitrax dealer.
Online Sales Visit www.traindepot.biz

VIRGINIA/MARYLAND • Manassas, VA

TRAIN DEPOT
7249 Gabe Ct. 703-953-3767

Close to SEA-TAC airport - short drive from
downtown Seattle. New & vintage electric

trains in all scales. Tues - Sat 11-6
www.electrictrainshop.com

WASHINGTON • Burien (Seattle)

THE ELECTRIC TRAIN SHOP
625 SW 152nd St. 206-244-7077

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, HO, N.
Buy, sell, and repair.

Supplying all your railroading needs.
Open Mon-Sat.

www.eastsidetrains.com

WASHINGTON • Kirkland

EASTSIDE TRAINS, INC.
217 Central Way 425-828-4098

N & HO model trains & accessories.
New, used, and we buy collections.

Thurs-Sat 12-6pm,  Sun 12-4pm
www.pnptrains.com

WASHINGTON • Renton

PNP TRAINS
17056 116th Ave SE 425-496-8844

Exclusively trains, specializing in DCC, N,
G, & HO. DCC installation and award winning

custom painting and building available.
www.EngineHouseServices.com

WISCONSIN • Green Bay

ENGINEHOUSE SERVICES, LLC
2737 N. Packerland Dr. 2H 920-490-4839

Exclusively Model Railroading since 1932.
One-stop shopping from Z to G.

800-487-2467 walthers.com

WISCONSIN • Milwaukee

WALTHERS SHOWROOM
5619 W. Florist Avenue 414-461-1050

Märklin • Lionel • MTH • AF • LGB • Z to G
• buildings • scenery • detail parts • books
• scratchbuilding supplies • special orders.

Mon-Fri 11-6 • Sat 10-5 • Sun 12-5
www.hiawathahobbies.com

WISCONSIN • Waukesha (Pewaukee)

JETCO’S HIAWATHA HOBBIES
2026 Silvernail Rd. 262-544-4131

Model trains in G, O, S, HO, N, Z. Old toy
trains, railway antiques, art, books, DVDs,
souvenirs and Thomas too. Canadian road

names a specialty. 20 min. west of Kamloops.
www.kellyskaboose.ca

CANADA–BC • Savona

KELLY’S KABOOSE, THE RAILWAY STORE
6648 Savona Access Rd. 250-377-8510

North American & European Trains.
All scales. Atlas, Rapido, Märklin,

Walthers, Roco & many more. New/used.
We buy estates and collections.

Shop online at:  ictrainsandhobbies.com

CANADA–BC • Vancouver (Langley)

INTERCITY TRAINS AND HOBBIES
19965 96 Ave., Langley 778-705-2131

Europe’s best known address for US Railroads.
We carry N, HO & G scale for all road names,

Atlas to Walthers.
Mon - Fri 10-6:30, Sat 10-2

Overseas orders with VS & MC

GERMANY • Kaarst

ALL AMERICAN TRAINS
www.aat-net.de E-mail: info@aat-net.de

Run your Retail Directory  
ad in the next issue of  

Model Railroader!

Email: classads@firecrown.com 

for more information. 

Need more  

Model Railroader?

Check out  

Model Railroader Channel  
on YouTube!

www.youtube.com
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The importance of trains
Emory Luebke wanted to re-create 

the railroads that connected small 

towns in rural Wisconsin, and the 

Winnebago Rapids & Northern is 

the result.

DIY DCC on a budget
Chris Russo was doing fi ne running 

his 1980s vintage trains with a cou-

ple of MRC DC power packs. Then 

he purchased a sound-equipped 

Broadway Limited Reading T1 

steam engine and wanted more.

Plus more:
• Visit John Brown’s HO scale C&O 

New River Subdivision layout.

• Detail and weather a gondola, 

then add loads.

• See how the National Model 

Railroad Association’s standards 

program got started, and how it 

keeps your railroad running 

smoothly.
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By Tony Koester

Forty years of Trains of Thought

The fi rst edition of Trains 
of Thought appeared in 
November 1985 MR. But its 
roots date back to the early 
1970s when I was editing 
Railroad Model Craft sman. 
Publisher Hal Carstens was 
busy running a growing com-
pany and had quickly turned 
over the reins to me following 
my joining the staff  in Jan-
uary 1969, but he retained the 
title of editor and wrote a 
monthly editorial called 
Notes on an Old Timetable.

As I got comfortable run-
ning the magazine, I discov-
ered there were many anec-
dotes and other odds and ends 
I felt were worthy of sharing 
with readers, but there was no 
place to do that. So I launched 
Editor’s Notebook and drew 
some line art featuring a cam-
era, notebook, and tape mea-
sure for a logo.

By 1981, after a dozen very 
successful and enjoyable years 
editing RMC, divergent views 
on what the company needed 
to do to remain successful 
made it clear it was time to 
move on. I was off ered a posi-
tion at Bell Laboratories and 
spent the next 20-plus years 
there and with successor 
companies producing techni-
cal documents, managing a 
documentation group, 
launching and editing a 
prize-winning science maga-
zine, anchoring the corporate 
TV network, and managing 
internal employee communi-
cations via a newspaper and 
an internet portal. 

But something was miss-
ing. I still had ties to all of the 
knowledgeable modeling 
friends I had made during my 
tenure at RMC, and I was still 
hearing these great stories 

and joining with several of 
them in some wonderful 
adventures. Th ey were well 
worth sharing, but how?

Two score and one year 
ago, I had a train of thought. 
Would then MR Editor Russ 
Larson be interested in a reg-
ular column from someone 
who knew the model railroad 
hobby and its main players 
well and had written about it 
for a decade? I typed up eight 
or 10 samples and made a 
drawing for the logo of a col-
umn I titled Trains of 
Th ought and mailed every-
thing to Russ.

I sent so many samples not 
only to show the variety of 
topics I would be covering but 
also to assure Russ that he 
wouldn’t be sitting anxiously 
by the mailbox hoping the 
next column’s copy would 
arrive by the deadline. Instead, 
I’d supply a year or more of 
commentaries in advance. 
Th at would also allow him to 
choose which one he wanted 
to run right away or to move 
one to a side track if it didn’t 
appeal to him.

I must tell you that two 
people whose opinions I 
respected most — my wife, 
Judy, and my good friend 
Allen McClelland — liked the 
idea but didn’t think Russ 
would hop on board. But 
he did.

November 2025 
marks the 40th 
anniversary of the 
launch of the col-
umn, but not 40 
years of Trains of 
Th ought. As I 
recall, in the early 
years, it was 
bumped twice by a 
late-arriving full-
page ad. So techni-
cally, the January 
2026 issue is prob-
ably the one that 

marks 40 x 12 = 480 issues 
featuring my commentaries.

You might logically con-
clude that I would have run 
out of topics by now, or at least 
struggle to fi nd new ones. Let 
me put it this way: Have you 
ever seen two identical model 
railroads, even if they both 
depict the same division of the 
same railroad? Neither have I. 
How they diff er and why they 
diff er engenders a whole host 
of questions, each of which 
could form the theme for a 
column. Columnists see topics 
to write about literally every-
where. We can’t wait to get 
back to our keyboards to put 
into words what we just expe-
rienced so you can share the 
moment with us.

Th e roughly four years 
between leaving RMC and 
kicking off  Trains of Th ought 
were almost painful. Ideas 
here, ideas there, but no way to 
share them. Th anks to Russ 
Larson, who thought my pro-
posal had merit, and the sev-
eral editors who came aft er 
him and continued to provide 
both encouragement and a 
page to share my anecdotes, 
Trains of Th ought has called 
Model Railroader home for 
four decades. Neither the col-
umn nor I will be around for 
four more, but I’ve certainly 
enjoyed the fi rst four. 

Feedback suggests most of 
you have too, although there’s 
one guy from California who 

took exception to 
something I wrote 
— I never did fi g-
ure out what it was
 — and a modeler 
from Long Island 
who didn’t like my 
strong views 
favoring staging. 

You, or at least 
I, can’t win ’em 
all. I now return 
you to your regu-
larly scheduled 
programming. 

Somewhere on a continuously (but gradually) climbing 

multideck “nolix” layout is the perfect viewing height for 

everyone, as here on the upper deck between Metcalf and 

Oakland, Ill., on Tony’s HO Nickel Plate Road. Everywhere else 

is a compromise. Tony Koester photo

COLUMNISTS 
SEE TOPICS TO 
WRITE ABOUT 

LITERALLY 
EVERYWHERE.

 – TONY
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VIA RAIL AND AMTRAK RETURN IN STYLE!
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176-6040 N Amtrak GE P42 Locomotive Phase VII Rd. #82 MSRP $140* 
176-6041 N Amtrak GE P42 Locomotive Phase VII Rd. #174 MSRP $140* 
176-6042 N VIA Rail GE P42 Locomotive Rd. #901   MSRP $140* 
176-6043 N VIA Rail GE P42 Locomotive Rd. #917   MSRP $140* 
 *Available in DCC and Sound! Check with your retailer!
106-8004 N Amtrak Viewliner II Phase III 4-Car Set   MSRP $160*
 *Recommended for use with your Amtrak P42!

     The P42 is a diesel electric 
locomotive built by GE Transportation. It served as the succes-
sor to the EMD F40PH, and since then it has become one of 
the most common passenger train locomotives in The United 
States and Canada. While it was built with Amtrak specifications 

in mind, such as low tunnel clearance, it has found its way onto 
VIA Rail and Metro North service lines. For 2025, we’re happy 
to announce that the N-Scale P42 returns to store shelves with 
two colorful paint schemes! These engines feature body 
mounted KATO magnetic knuckle couples and quality direc-
tional lighting with illuminated pre-printed numberboards.

  This engine is a tank on wheels with it’s metal 
construction and five pole motor inclusion. The VIA Rail P42 

features a distinct teal green color scheme that stands out on 
your N-Scale layout, while the Amtrak P42 Phase 7 locomotive 
shows off a sleek modern look seen on new Amtrak equip-
ment. This locomotive has never been re-created in N-Scale 
until now and it features updated colors to represent the real 
life locomotive more accurately. This engine pairs up well with 
ALC-42 Charger locomotives and modern Amtrak equipment.  
Try pairing up the P42 with the sleek and modern Viewliner II 
Cars. This consists of a 4-Car Set with breathtaking detail and 
smooth rolling performance!




