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The benefits of club
membership

re you a member of a toy train organiza-

tion? Our hobby is fortunate to have sev-

eral large groups - the Lionel Collectors
Club of America (LCCA), the Lionel Operating
Train Society (LOTS), and the Train Collectors
Association (TCA). There are also regional and
local clubs across North America and overseas.

Clubs provide numerous benefits. Probably
the best opportunity is meeting fellow enthusi-
asts. Many clubs have a central location with an
expansive layout, where members can run their
own equipment.

The advantages of membership don’t end
there. Many clubs host community events,
open houses, and public service projects, such
as setting up a layout at a senior center or
library, or host displays at local shows.

Let’s say you don’t like changing traction
tires on your engines. You may find a club member who enjoys that task. You
can swap for a project that maybe he or she doesn’t enjoy. You both win.

We at Classic Toy Trains have a good relationship with the Milwaukee Lionel
Railroad Club. At a recent visit to the group’s clubhouse for a photo shoot (see
my note below about our special issue), I talked with some members about their
outreach efforts. They encourage newcomers and especially youngsters to join
the hobby, and members will sell bundles of used rolling stock and equipment at
a low price point to help people get started. Another win.

If you're not a member of a club, I encourage you to join one. Many members
are unsung heroes promoting the hobby. I applaud their efforts!

-, RS
| visited the Milwaukee Lionel
Railroad Club clubhouse and
layout. David Popp photo

Rene Schweitzer, Editor
Feel free to send comments and questions
to editor@ClassicToyTrains.com

Roger Carp and | are currently working on our next all-new
special issue, due out in mid-October. We're calling it Great

GREAT lALQQIS INCOMING - OUR NEXT SPECIAL ISSUE! senior Editor
it

Layouts You Can Visit! Read stories about 15 layouts that are
open to the public across the country, plus get an updated list of
90+ locations and a handy reference map. Visit shop.trains.com
or call 877-243-9403 to preorder your copy.

SUBMISSIONS?

Articles and photos are paid after publication. Before preparing an article, contact us to
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Submission guidelines are available at trains.com/ctt/magazine/contributor-guidelines.
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responsibility for the safe return of unsolicited material.
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m = YOUR LETTERS

Hudson Products Co. developed a close
replica of Lionel's No. 700E scale Hudson
steam engine and tender in the 1970s.

Legacy of Hudson Products

The Hudson Products conversion kit No. HPCT200 that
was described in the Questions & Answers column in the Spring
2025 issue of Classic Toy Trains was intended to add detail to
boilers used on Lionel Nos. 773, 726, and 736 steam engines. The
kit did not come with any drive rod/valve gear enhancements.

As to the Hudson Products Co., its reproduction No. 700E
/5344 model was an attempt to fill a demand not being met dur-
ing the 1970s and early 1980s by Model Products Corp. and Fun-
dimensions, the divisions of General Mills that were manufactur-
ing and marketing Lionel trains during the early modern era.

My father purchased an original Lionel No. 700E scale New York

Please keep Questions &
Answers!

I read Rene Schweitzer’s Editor’s Note in
the Spring 2025 issue regarding the Ques-
tions & Answers column. Well, all I can
say is: “Please keep it going!”

I have been buying Lionel “clunkers”
for the past 20 years in hopes of fixing
them up and reselling them (usually at a
loss) in an effort to keep these toys out of
our landfills. I never quit learning from
the answers in CTT provided by toy train
expert Joseph Mania. He is an extremely
valuable asset to our entire hobby!

Don’t worry if the same question
appears in print again and again. I think
that just proves we in the hobby have a
need for basic information. Repeating any
answers only helps us relearn some essen-
tial repair techniques. — Glenn Greaver

trains and accessories.

Another Flyer set

Paint for trains

Keep Weekend Workshop, too

I subscribe to Classic Toy Trains to get
answers to repair trains handed down to
me by my stepdad. It is important and
helpful that you keep offering this support
as a full-service model railroading publi-
cation. Also, your featuring one specific
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item in Weekend Workshop has been
incredibly helpful to me. CTT should
remain a trusted source for new and old
hobbyists who may not know where to
look for help in restoring and repairing

Roger Carp did a nice job looking at
American Flyer No. 631 Texas & Pa-

cific gondolas in the Fall 2024 CTT. One
mistake, though. He stated that only one
set cataloged in 1952 (the No. 5107W)
included a 631 gondola. Not so, as set No.
5004 headed by a No. 342 Nickel Plate
Road 0-8-0 steamer came with a 631. I
should know because it was the first set I
received as a boy. — Tom Crittenden

I wrote to request paint for one of my
engines. I found that Henning’s Trains has
a great Collector Color Chart. It is the best
color chart I've seen. — Eugene Davilla

Preferring postwar
Despite my electronics undergraduate
degree and decades as a licensed amateur

Central Hudson in 1981. Years later I went to work on it because
I wanted to install a new chassis from a Lionel No. 18002/785
Hudson. It fit like a glove! All the tapped holes & bosses lined up
perfectly. With the exception of a little grinding in the motor area
(the newer Lionel motors are larger than their prewar predeces-
sors), it runs superbly!

The Hudson Products model is a close representation of Lio-
nel’s prewar scale Hudson, and it’s distinguished by the lack of
Lionel data on the boiler. I wish my dad could see it run. Hudson
Products went bankrupt soon after, but to its credit it kept an
open line of communication with my dad. — Dick Slazak

radio operator, I would never dream of
trying to repair the electronics in today’s O
gauge trains. Like many new products,
they seem to be designed so a consumer
cannot repair them. Locomotives and
transformers from the postwar era run
beautifully and were built to last. Parts for
them are plentiful. There’s no greater joy
than resurrecting a postwar model at
home on a tiny budget. Bad news for the
manufacturers and vendors who promote
the complex and costly high-tech items
but great news for us frugal people who
love the hobby. — Michael C. Migliaccio

— Keith Jordan

Update from West Virginia
Thanks for including the Mid-Ohio Valley
Model Railroad Club in Parkersburg, W.
Va., in the “Toy Train Layouts You Can
Visit” feature in the Winter 2024 issue of
Classic Toy Trains. Just wanted to let your
readers know that our club no longer has
an S gauge layout, but our O gauge layout
has been expanded. We now have five
open houses each year and always invite
CTT readers to visit. They can obtain
more information by calling 304-428-
6143. Many thanks! — Mark Suek
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SALE ITEMS!! LIONEL ‘LIONCHIEF’ LOCOMOTIVES LIONEL ‘TMCC’ DIESELS LIONEL SCALE-SIZE BOXED SETS

16390 Lionel Flatcar w/Water Tank... rrnenn 25.00 2232130 Reading & Northern 4-6-2 Pacific LC2.0 549.95 11843 Boston & Maine GP-9 3-pcs Set................ .00 51007  Union Pacific M10000 Passenger Set i

16651 Animated Clown Car........ . 2335230 Reading & Northern RDC Budd 2-Car Set524.95 14532 /24510 Pennsylvania Sharknose ABAs..... 52311  TCA Pennsylvania FM Diesel Freight..

17171  Lenny the Lion Scale ‘O’ Cy\mdnca\ Hop 39.95 LIONEL CONVENTIONAL DIESELS 14558  /65/24519 B&O F-3 ABBA's (Scale). 52313 TCA Southern Pacific FM Diesel Frt. ........

22000 Lionel ‘Double Crossing’ Board Game... 9 8150  Pennsylvania Green 5/S GG-1#4935....... 325.00 14574 /86 Delaware & Hudson PAAlco ABA.. LIONEL ‘LEGACY’ STEAM

32021 Lenny the Lion Plushy (by Gund)....
19439  Standard ‘O’ Flatcar w/SAFEs....
19450 PWC Barrel Ramp Car ...
19451 PWC Wheel Car #6262
19490 Libby's Vat Car............
19540 Broken Arrow Ranch Stock Car.
19825 GM Generator Car ..........
19878 PWC #3665 Helium Umoadmg Car.
19882 Sanderson Poultry Dispatch Car ..
19965 Big Pete’s Animated Aquarium Car..
26214 USPS Stamps Boxcar..
29671 Smoke Pellet Display Car #2.....
29791  Wizard of Oz 75th Anniversary Boxcar ..

8260  Southern Pacific Daylight F-3 ‘AA .395.00 18140 Milwauke Road F-3 ‘AB’
8354  Erie NW-2 Switcher .125.00 18149  U.P. Die-Cast Veranda Turbine
30.00 8380  Lionel Lines SD-28 w/7 Matching Cars...... 395.00 18160 /38115 New York Central FT ABA's..
30.00 8580  /81/82 lllinois Central F-3 ABA's .495.00 18226 General Electric Dash-9 ST ‘O’ size
30.00 8587  Wabash GP-9 .195.00 18235 BNSF Dash-9 Pair...............
20.00 8687  [7404/6917 Jersey Central FM/bc/cab Set 275.00 18245 /48 Pennsylvania PA Alco ABAs..
40.00 8753  Pennsylvania Tuscan GG-1 .295.01 18286 Union Pacific Dash9-44CW ‘Scale’.. 2431570 Chesapeake & Ohio H7 2-8-8-2 #1564 1695.00
25.00 8754  New Haven Rectifier .. 18313 PRR Green Solid Stripe GG-1 .. 195, 2431612 Union Pacific H7 2-8-8-2 #3592 1695.00
35.00 8762  Great Northern EP-5 .. . 18322 Lackawanna (Maroon Top) Trainmaster ... 395.00 2431630 Baltimore & Ohio 4-6-0 #1315.. .. 719.95
29.95 8952  Pennsylvania F-3 AA's (Green,5-stripe)..... 395.00 18328 /34 New Haven MU Passenger 4-Car Set. 495.00 2531180 Union Pacific 0-6-0 #4603 ... .899.95
25.00 11734  Erie Alco ABA's w/6 Frts Cars (FF#6 Set).. 395.00 18340 Fairbanks Morse Scale Trainmaster Pair... 595.00 LIONEL ‘LEGACY’ DIESELS

24.95 18116  Erie Lackawanna PAAlco ‘AA’ w/RS 395.00 18343  Pennsylvania #2332 Black GG-1..... . 18389 Milwaukee Road Bi-Polar E-

24.95 18157 Santa Fe Warbonnet FT ‘AA w/SS 18356 Penn Central Scale GG-1 (test-run) 81237 Seaboard E-8 ‘AA..

36200 Hellgate Bridge Boxcar ............. .20.00 18301 Southern FMw/hom..................... 18370 Virginian Blue & Yellow FM.. 34589 Milwaukee Road F-3 A-un
52009 Missouri Pacific Flatcar wiLionel Truck...... 25.00 18302 Great Northern EP-5 w/6 Cars (FF#3).. 18892 PWC Burlington GP-7 81218 Norfolk & Western H24-66 Trainmaste
52114 NYC Flatcar w/Gleason Piggyback Trailers. 25.00 18303 Amtrak GG-1 24500 Denver & Rio Grande PAAlco ‘AA’ (Scale) 495,00 81600 PRR Weathered Sharknose ‘AA..... .
52221 Norfolk Southern Boxcar.... .30 18307 Pennsylvania FM (sealed) 24534 138 Erie-Lackwanna F-3 ABBA's (Scale) .895.00 82119 Gulf,Mobile & Ohio S-2 Switcher #1007 ... 400.00
52280 LOTS ‘More Precious than 18311  Disney EP-5 Electric w/horn. 24579 /83 New York Central E7 ABA's .895.00 84400 Burlington Northern Freedom SD60M........

81871 Loggers Figure Pack...... 18500 Milw. Road GP-9 w/6 Cars (Fi .4 28518 PWC Pennsylvania EP-5...
83168  Iron Works Figure Pack . 18501 Western Maryland NW-2 w/6 Frt. Cars...... 350.00 28539 Batimore & Ohio S-2 (Scale)
83246  Shell Gas Billboard Art Boxcar.. 18505 Nickel Plate GP7 Pair w/6 Cars (FF#6 Set)395.00 28540  Union Pacific SD40T-2 (Scale)
83657 Miller's Beer Reefer Car ............... 18551 Susquehanna RS-3 w/case .. .175.00 38176 Pennsylvania FA‘AA (Scale
84376 Angela Trotta Thomas Aquarium Car .... 18553  Union Pacific GP-9 wicase 52315 Pennsylvania FM (Scale).... 2333050 US Marines FA-2 ‘AA..
2028480 Angela Thomas Lionel 120th Ann. Boxcar 44.95 18820 Western Pacific GP-9 w/horn . 150. 58600 Santa Fe Blue & Yellow Alco ‘A 2433070 lllinois Central NS- Hemage SD70ACe ... 624.95
2038020 Rio Grande 150th Ann. Boxcar.. 18823  CI&M SD-9 w/18556 Freight Car Pack...... 250.00 LIONEL 21” PASSENGER CARS 2433231 or 232 Baltimore & Ohio SD50s
2038160 Looney Tunes Picinic w/Porky Boxcar..... 28223 BNSF SD-70MAC ‘Scale-Size’.. .225. 2027280 AutoTrain Vista Vision Dome Car ........... 175.00 2433580 CSX Heritage B&O ES44AC ....
2038170 Looney Tunes Robin Hood Daffy b/c........ 52259 ChicagoLand Railroader Club GP-20....... 150.00 2027630 Lionel 120th VistaVision Dome Car. 190.00 2433690 Reading & Northern SW-8 #802
2043290 Chicago & Northwestern NE-5 Caboose .. 39.95 LIONEL NON-POWERED UNITS 2027690 Lionel 120th Vision Baggage Car-.......... 175.00 2433691 Reading & Northern SW-8 #803
2128110 Budweiser ‘This Buds for You' Reefer ...... 34 8059  PRR Green 5-Stripe F-3 B-unit .150.00 2027760 Lionel 120th StationSound Diner............ 175.00 2433861 CSX Hertiage Seaboard ES44AC
2128200 PRR Flatcar w/Girder Load ............ 8164  PRR Green 5-Stripe F'3 B w/ho .195.00 2127330 NYC Southernwestern Sound Diner....... 249.95 2433950 Reading & Northern GP-30 #2533
2138130 WWII Africa Campaign Boxcar . 8575  Milwaukee Road F-3 B-unit...... 95.00 2227370 CSX Business StationSound Diner ....... 249.95 2433995 Lackawanna SW-8 #500 (@Steamtol n) 469.95
2228280 USMC Missile Launching Car... 14520 Texas Special F-3 B-unit w/Railsounds LIONEL HEAVYWEIGHT CARS 2433996 Erie-Lackawanna SW-8 #362... ..469.95
2228290 US Amry Big Cannon Lauch Car . 18202 Erie-Lackawanna SD-40 . 145, 19079  New York Central 2-Tone 4-Car Set........ 295.00 2433997 Erie-Lackawanna GP-9 #1261 .
2329130 Cowen’s Creamery Caboose w/Deck..... 100.00 18134 Santa Fe F-3 A-unit #2343c.. .175.00 15526  /42/45 Santa Fe ‘The Chief 7-Car Set.... 795.00 2433998 Erie-Lackawanna SD-45 #3624,
2043051 52/53/54 Milw.Road |-Beam Flatcar EA...20.00 18337 Reading MU 2-Car Non-Pwd .225.00 15577 /81 New York Central 4-Car Set.... ..395.00 LIONEL BOX SETS (NO T&T)
2043062 64/64 Trailer Train |-Beam Flatcar EA.....20.00 18919 Santa Fe ‘0-27' Alco ‘A’ w/horn . ...69.95 1927110 Southern Pacific 18" Coach 2pk #1........ 299.95 1070  Chessie ‘Royal Ltd’ Diesel Freight... ..295.00
2043081 2/3/4 Western Pacific I-Beam Flatcar EA. 20.00 2133039 NYC SuperBass E-7 ‘B’ #4104 (Scale)... 299.95 1927252 Penn Central B60 Baggage Car #7551 .... 99.95 1071 Seaboard ‘Mid Atlantic’ GP-9 Frt. Set..
2043101 2/3/4 Great Northern Bulkhead Log Car... 20.00 2133049 PRR SuperBass E-7 ‘B’ #5900B (Scale) 299.95 1927510 Missouri Pacific Sunshine Spl. 2pk #1.... 239.95 1158  Canadian Pacific ‘Maple Leaf (sealed)
2043121 22/24 Trailer Train Bulkhead w/Log Load. 20.00 2133089 NYC SuperBass E-7 ‘B’ #4102 (Scale)... 299.95 1927520 Missouri Pacific Sunshine Spl. 2pk #2.... 239.95 1160  Burlington ‘Great Lakes’ Diesel Freigh
2043162 63/64 Reading Gondolas w/Coil Covers... 20.00 LIONEL ‘TMCC’ STEAM LOCOMOTIVES 2127200 Penn Central B60 Baggage Car #7705 .... 99.95 1260  N&W ‘Continental’ SD-24 Frt. Set.

11117 Santa Fe 4-4-2 Atlantic .. 495,
11146  Pere Marquette 2-8-4 Bershirke (LN)...... 1095.00
.. 375. 11420  Southern Pacific GS-2 Daylight (LN
..250.00 1931760 Southern 2-10-4 #5300.....

..595.00 2232050 Bethlehem Steel A5 0-4-0 #36..
..495.00 2431480 Polar Express ‘RED’ Berskhire #1225.. 1399.95

1933498 Alco Demonstrator FB-2 #16028B.
1933538 Missouri Pacific FB-2 #345-B ...
2133530 Pennsylvania Veranda......

2233092 EMD SD-45 #4352 -ON SALE..

OLR901  Statue of Liberty (lighted).... .44.95 11105 New York Central L2 Mohawk (Scale)....... 995.00 2127210 Penn Central B60 Baggage car #7630..... 99.95 1361 U.P.'Gold Coast' SD40 Frt. Set...
LIONEL ‘SCALE-SIZE’ CARS 18043 C&O ‘Yellow Belly' Streamlined Hudson.... 550.00 2127290 NYC 60’ Scale Baggage Car.................... 99.95 1450  Rio Grande F-3 Service Station (st
11877 C&NW Steel-Side Reefer 3-pack... 18053 Lionel Lines #726 Berkshire . . 395.00 2127490 GM&O 18" Passenger 2-pack ‘A'............ 214.95 1451  Erie-Lackawanna SD40 Frt. (sealed)...

11891  PRR 100-ton Coal Hopper 3-pack. 179.95 18057 Lionel Lines #671 Turbine ... .395.00 LIONEL PASSENGER CAR/SETS 1502 NYC ‘Yardchief 0-4-0 Freight (sealed)
21858 Northern Pacific PS-4 Piggyback 2pk. 169.95 18056 New York Central J1e Hudson.. .595.00 7220  to 25 lllinois Central 15” Alum. 6-Cars........ 395.00 1552  B.N. SD-40 St ‘O’ Boxcar Set (sealed)
21898 NYC Pacemaker PS-4 Piggyback 2-pack.. 164.95 18067 Comm Vanderbilt Weathered Hudson....... 695.00 9569  to 75,7208 PRR 15" Alum. 8-Cars.... ..695.00 1579  Milwaukee Road F-3 Freight SSS ...
21854 Norfolk & Western PS-2CD Hopper 3pk.... 14 28011  C&O Articulated Allegheny 2-6-6-6 .795.00 9594 t0 9598/7207 NYC 15" Alum. 6-Cars......... 395.00 1867  Milwaukee Road SD-18 Frt. (used) . .. 235.
21884 P.P.&L. 100-ton Coal Hopper 2-pack . 28052 N&W Articulated Class A 2-6-6-4.. .795.00 15340 PRR 15" Aluminum 6-Car Set ..495.00 1971 Reading ‘Quaker City’ U36B Freight Set... 295.00
27270 B&O PS-1 Boxcar 2-pack.......... 28079 Chesapeake & Ohio 2-10-4 (Scale).. .895.00 16050 to 54 C&NW Baby Madison 5-Car Set....... 195.00 1976  TCA Bicentennial U36B Passenger Set..... 1
27286 M&StL & Rock Island PS-1 Boxcar 2pk. 28099 JLC Union Pacific Grey Challenger-.. .995.00 16091 New York Central Baby Madison 4-Cars ... 159.95 11700  Conrail SD-40 Frt. Set ...
29989 Pacific Fruit Ex. Steel-Side Reefer 3pk.. 38026 Norfolk & Western J #606 (Scale) .... .995.00 18306 /10 Pennsylvania MU 4-Car Set . 11704  Southern GP-9 Freight Set...
31716 NYC (5) Milk Cars & Caboose .. 38071  Southern Pacific (Scale) Cab-Forward......1195.00 18506 /12 Canadian National Budd 4-Car Set...... 11705 Chessie SD-40 Hopper Set (sealed
31796 Feather Route Regional Freight 3pl 38083 Norfolk & Western Y3 2-8-8-2 (Scale)........ 895.00 19061 Wabash Madison 4-Car Set. 11710  CP Rail SD-40 Freight Set
81908 Pacific Fruit Ex. Steel-Side Reefer 3p . LIONEL CONVENTIONAL STEAM LOCOS 19109 Southern Pacific Madison Baggage 11713 Santa Fe Dash 8-40B Freight Set (s
82667 DT&I Gondola/Flatcar 2-pack........ 8006  ACL ‘Silver Shadow’ Hudson wicase .295.00 19047 to 50 B&O Green 4-Car Baby Madion et 175.00 11718  Norfolk Southern ‘Triple Crown’ Set.
83549 VisionLine Santa Fe SS Reefer 3pk.. 8606  Boston & Albany 4-6-4 Hudson..... .395.00 19074 Legends of Madison COMPLETE 10-cars 695.00 11733 W.P. ‘Feather River’ Freight Set...
84000 Detroit Edison Bathtub Gon. 4-pack.. 8210  JLC Hudson w/6 Boxcars & Caboos .395.00 19096 Legends of Madison 2-Car Addons . .. 175.00 11738 Soo Line GP-38 Diesel Freight Set..
84020 P.P.&L. Bathtub Gondola 4-pack... 8615  Louisville & Nashville Berkshire w/case..... 495.00 19100 to 06 Amtrak 15” Alum. 7-Car Set.... ..395.00 11744 NYC RS-3 Diesel Frt/Pass. Set...
84025 P.P.&L. Bathtub Gondola 2-pack... 18000 PRR B6 Switcher w/Railsounds.... .350.00 19116  to 20 Great Northen 15" Alum. 5-Car Set.. 395.00 11749  Western Maryland Diesel Hopper Set .
84033 BNSF Bathtub Gondola 2-pack ... 18001 Rock Island 4-8-4 Northern w/whistle......... 295.00 19139 to 44 N&W 15" Alum. Smooth 6/Car: 11918  Conrail GP-20 Merger Frt. Set.
84157 Bethlehem Steel 2-Bay Hopper 3pk. . 18006 Reading T-1 w/Railsounds (Scale) ... .495.00 19140 N&W 15" Alum. Combo (smooth) 21753  Fire/Rescue Service Station Set..
1926540 Ely Thomas Skeleton Log Car 2pk. #1..... 75 00 18009 NYC Scale 4-8-2 Mohawk w/Railsounds... 495.00 19141 N&W 15" Alum. Diner (smooth) 21758 Bethlehem Steel NW-2/Frt. SSS..
1926590 NY & PRR Skeleton Log Car 2pk.-SALE 75.00 18010 Pennsylvania Scale Turbine w/RS .795.00 19143 N&W 15” Alum. Coach (smooth).. 21789  Norfolk Southern GP-9 Trailer Car Set
2326090 D&RG 100-Ton Coal Hoper 2pk. A. 199.95 18011 Chessie Scale T-1 w/Railsounds .. .450.00 19154  Atlantic Coast Lines 15" Alum. 4-C 21952  Service Station 2000 C-420 Diesel Frt
2326098 D&RG 100-Ton Coal Hopper 2pk. B 199.95 18024 Texas & Pacific L-3 4-8-2 w/case.. .495.00 19180 Santa Fe ‘Surfliner’ 15” Alum. 4-Car Set.... 295.00 29122 Erie-Lacka. Phobe Snow Pass. Set-sealed995.00
2326099 D&RG 100-Ton Coal Hopper 2pk. 199.95 18030 Frisco Scale-Size Mikado w/Railsounds.... 495.00 19194  Kansas City Southern 15” Alum. 4-Car Set395.00 51000 Milwaukee Road Tinplate-O Set.. ..695.00
LIONEL STANDARD ‘O’ CARS 18040 Norfolk & Western J w/Railsounds ... .395.00 21766  Atlantic Coast Line 15" Alum. 2car Addon . 295.00 52300 Halloween General Set........ 395.00
17105 Chessie ACF Centerflow Hopper #6.. . 18042 Boston & Albany 4-6-4 Hudson w/Snds..... 295.00 29191 /96/99 Milw. Hiawatha 18” Alum. 7-Cars.. 1595.00 81023 CNJ ‘Yard Boss’ 0-4-0 Steam Freight........ 350.00
17107  Sclair ACF Centerflow Hoppe 18684 LRRC 4-6-2 Pacific Steam Locomotive ..... 175.00 38428 /35490/99 Alaska RDC Budd 3-Car Set..... 375.00 81030 U.P.'Gold Coast 0-8-0 Steam Freight....... 350.00
17110  Union Pacific Coal Hopper. POSTWAR REMAKE SETS 39118  Texas Spec. 15" Alum StationSound Diner 195.00 MTH PREMIER FREIGHT CAR SETS
17200 Canadian Pacific Boxca 21782 PRR ‘Congressional’ GG-1/Pass. Set ....... 795.00 39119  Southern 15" Alum. 4-Car Set. ..325.00 20-90002 Pennsylvania Assorted Frt. Car 6pk.
21788 Missile Launch Set 39141 Rock Island 15" Alum. 4-Car Set . 395.00 20-90003 Pennsylvania Assorted Frt. Car 6pk.
31721 PRR GG-1 ‘Magestic’ Freight Set. .550.00 39154 PRR Congressional 15" Alum. 2-Car Addon195.00 20-90006 Great Northern Assorted Frt. Car 6pk. ..
. 31742 25473 Santa Fe F3 ABA's Pass. Set (LN) 700.00 39169 Atlantic Coast Line 15” Alum. 4-Car Set.... 395.00 20-90010 BNSF Assorted Freight car 6pk. .22
30.00 38311 B&O RDC Budd 3-Car Set.... .299.9! 227110 Long Island 72" Coach 2-pk #1 ..225.00 20-90014 Burlington Northern Assorted Frt 6pk....
35.00 38313 B&O Budd 2-Car Power/Dum 227120 Long Island 72’ Coach 2-pk #2.. ... 225.00 20-90015 Chesapeake & Ohio Assorted Frt 6pk...
25.00 38324 New Haven F-3 Freight Set #2507w LIONEL ACCESSORIES 20-90017 New York Central Assorted Frt Car 6pk.
30.00 38349 C&O GP-7 Freight Set #12885-500... 12782  Lift Bridge (1991) .. 495 20-90020 New Haven Assorted Freight Car 6pk...
35.00 82726 Green Alco Passenger Set . 12915 #164 Operating Log Loader. ..125.00 20-90023 Union Pacific Assorted Freight Car 6pk.
75.00 TUBULAR TRACK R-T-R SETS 12916  #138 Water Tower............ 69.95 20-90027 New Haven Assorted Freight Car 6pk...

17255 Chevy Double-Door Boxca
17300 Canadian Pacific Reefer....
17308 09,10 Tropicana Reefers - EACH..
17500 Canadian Pacific Flatcar w/Logs
17522  Flatcar w/Plymouth Prowler Car
17600 New York Central Woodside Caboos:
17905 ADM Unibody Tank Car.....
17914 Engelhard Unibody Tank Car.
18556 C.1.&M. 3-Boxcar & Caboose Set .

29259 Northern Pacific BiCenntienal Boxcar. 35.00 1150  LAS.ER. Set (sealed) 195.00 12929  Animated Rail Truck Loading Dock.. 20-90095 Virginian 4-Bay Coal Hopper 6pk.
LIONEL MOTORIZED UNITS 11006 Lenny the Lionel 4-4-2 Steam Freight........ 185.00 12948 Bascule Bridge-Silver ...... 20-90141 Erie 40’ Boxcar 6-pack
8264  Canadian Pacific Snow Plow. .. 95. 11701 Rock Island ‘Railblazer’ Set (sealed) .145.00 14001 Conveyor Lumber Loader 20-90145 Union Pacific 4-Bay Coal Hopper 6pk. ..

8368  Alaska Vulcan Switcher .
8379  Pennsylvania Fire Car ...
8578  New York Central Ballast Tamper ..
11988  NYC Firecar w/Instruction Car -TM
18400 Santa Fe Rotary Snow Plow..
18406 Track Maintenance Car .
18411  Canadian Pacific Fire Car..
18419  Lionelville Trolley ......
18427  Pennsylvania Tie-Jector
18430 New York Central Crew Cal
18447 PWC #68 Executive Inspection Ca
18458 PWC #58 Rio Grande Snowplo
18466  Union Pacific Rotary SnowPlow
18485 New York Central Gang Car ..
18487 PWC #56 M&StL Unit w/TMCC .
18583 PWC AEC Switcher ..............
22637 Superstreets Quikrete Step Va
28413  Milwaukee Road SnowPlow ..
52107 On-Track Orange Pickup

11702  Lehigh Valley ‘Black Diamond’ Freight..
11716  Lionelville Circus 4-4-0 Freight (sealed)..... 195.00 14087 Lighthouse...........
11726  Erie-Lackawanna RS-3 Freight Set... .295.00 14000 #264 Forklift Platform...
11813  Crayola Crayons Set (sealed)... .125.00 14106  #356 Operating Freight
11818  Chrysler Mopar Diesel Frt. Set. .175.00 14113 /14 Transfer Table & Extension
11819  Georgia Power NW-2 Diesel Freig .295.00 14158  #352 Icing Station....
11839  S.P.&S. Steam w/Hooker Tank Cars. .295.00 14167  #213 Metal Liftbridge
11841  Bloomingdale’s 4-4-2 Steam Frt. .295.00 14171 Pirate Ship Ride...

11933  Dodge Motorsport Freight Set .. .155.00 22972 Bascule Bridge-Blacl
11985 Quaker Oats 4-4-2 Steam Frt. Set .249.95 24113 Ford's Animated Dealership Building
21796 New Jersey Medical Steam Freight Set..... 225.00 24115  ARC/AMC Log Loader.................
31908 Reading Hobo (Theme) Steam Frt. Set..... 295.00 32904 Hellgate Bridge (Green & Cream) ..450.00 20-97506 or 07 DM&IR Ore Car 6-pack................ 209.95
31920 LL Bean Boston & Maine Steam Frt. 32905 Irvington Factory ............. ..345.00 AMERICAN FLYER ‘S’ ACCESSORIES
52218 Monopoly Steam Frt. Set (sealed).... 5.00 32921 #97 Electric Coaling Station. .169.95 2300  Oil Drum Loader .. ...95.00

LIONEL ‘LIQUOR’ REEFER SERIES 32999  Hellgate Bridge (Red & Cream) -SEALED.. 399.95 2321 Operating Sawmil

9827  Cutty Shark Scotch Wiskey .. 5.00 34194 UPS Packaging Station & Car... .14 i i
9828  J&B Whiskey................. 37816  Rockuville Bridge-SALE..
9830  Johnny Walker Red Label. 2129180 T-Rex Elevated Fuel Tank.....
9836  Old Grand Dad Bourbon Wiskey .. 2129220 Christmas Lighted Flagpole-SALE ...

.195.00 14005 #456R Coal Ramp 20-90458 Virginian 2-Bay Fish Belly Hopper 6pk..
20-90679 Lackawanna 2-Bay Offset Hopper 6pk..
20-90718 British Columbia 50° PS-1 Boxcar 6pk...
20-90719 British Columbia 50 PS-1 Boxcar 6pk...
20-90751 New Haven 50’ PS-1 Boxcar 6pk...........
20-90781 Union Pacific Flatcar w/Pipe Load 6pk..

20-92214 US Army Flat w/6x6 Tank Trucks 4pk....

20-92239 US Army Flatcars w/3 Transports 4pk. ..

.. 295 20-92283 Army-Desert Flats w/M270 Launchers 4pk. 349.95
.. 395.00 20-92285 US Army (Desert) Flats w/M60 Tanks 4pk. 549.95
..159.95 20-97061 Norfolk & Western Coal Hopper 6pk ... 243 95

125,00
..125.00
49807 #752 Seaboard Coaling To! .. 145.00
49809 #773 Checkerboard Water Tower 79.95
49810 Log Loader ............. .. 159.95

52108 On-Track Blue Step Van 9837  Wild Turkey Whiskey 45.00 2129230 Halloween Lighted Flagpole-SALE.......... 19.95 49813 #789 Baggage Smasher.. 74.95
2135090 B.N. TMCC Ballast Tamper. 9840  Fleischmann’s Gin 30.00 2129330 Halloween Covered Bridge-SALE 49.95 49819 #583a Electromagnetic Crane . ..199.95
2135130 Southern Pacific TMCC Ballast Tamper . 129.! 95 9845  Bailey’s Irish Cream.. 2129340 Chevy's Lighted Flagpole . 49839  #792 Railroad Terminal Building... 99.95

2235020 First Avenue Rapid Transit Trolley............ 94.95 9844  Sambuca Romana.... 2129350 Ford Lighted Flagpole 49979  Winter Station

www.grzyboskitrains.com
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== YOUR PHOTOS

» Frank Spada’s S gauge
model railroad

Autumn means school starts
again for youngsters across the
country, including Lindenhurst,
NY, where longtime S gauge
modeler Frank Spada continues
to spruce up his American Flyer
layout. The careful driver of the
bus has crossed over the busy
grade crossing before a No. 293
New Haven 4-6-2 Pacific runs by
with several green heavyweight
passenger cars behind. Frank,
like many postwar enthusiasts,
has filled his layout with classic
accessories, including the Nos.
772 Checkerboard Water Tower,
785 Coal Loader, 23780 Gabe the
Lamplighter, and 24550 Piggy-
back Loader and Unloader.

» Bernard Campbell’s

O gauge layout

Your first look at the photograph
Bernard Campbell shot of a
favorite scene on his O gauge
Misty Mountain RR leaves you
believing you're admiring a rural
depot served by the Southern Ry.
However, our imaginative host set
his 20 x 22-foot three-rail layout
not in Georgia or North Carolina
but in a magical land populated e ——
by human beings, dwarves, and i = scy |
hobbits. That's right! Bernard B CDOUNTAIN
is fascinated by J.R.R. Tolkien's = .a EAILROAD
masterpiece, The Lord of the i
Rings, and so made that saga the
basis of his layout. Bree Station is
a town east of the Shire and near
the Great East Road.
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» Eric Beheim'’s O gauge
model railroad

Marx aficionado Eric Beheim
puts tremendous thought into the
images he submits to Classic Toy
Trains, so it came as no surprise
that the Marx No. 1998 Union
Pacific S3 diesel switcher pulling
the desirable No. 355 Santa Fe
stockcar complemented the
orange and yellow leaves on the
trees nearby. Eric has assembled
a portfolio of color pictures he's
created by posing prewar and
postwar Marx trains and accesso-
ries on dioramas skillfully placed
outdoors not far from his home in
Descanso, Calif. In fact, Eric puts
together a spectacular calendar
of Marx photos every year.

Trains.com 9
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A Larken Parr sO gauge lavout

Even after shooting this beautifully balanced and peaceful picture
of a CSX Electro-Motive GP38-2 road diesel leading a few tank
cars over a crossover, Larken Parr can't quite believe the cows

in the pasture remained calm and still. He was fearful the K-Line
No. K2412-2702 locomotive might blast its horn and cause the
frightened herd to stampede out of range. Maybe the constant
buzz from the Lionel No. 394 Rotating Beacon soothed the cows.
Whatever the reason, we're thrilled that Larken managed to provide
this delightful picture of his 6 x 12-foot O gauge layout, which is
located in a barn on his property in Lawtey, Fla.

Send your very best pictures of toy train sub-
jects to CTT Photo Album, 18650 W. Corporate Dr., Ste. 103,
Brookfield, WI 53045. Be sure to include your name, address,
and daytime telephone number; a description of each image,
including the gauge and make of the train; and the name of the
photographer or layout owner if he or she is someone other
than you.

Digital photographs must be taken with the camera set at
the largest-possible file size. Digital photos can be submitted
on a disk or CD or emailed to photoalbum@ClassicToyTrains.
com. If you send us a photo and it is published, we will pay you
$50 as long as we have not previously bought the photo.

For help on taking pictures, please go to trains.com/ctt/
magazine/contributor-guidelines. Doing so will lead you to a
number of thoughtful tips and suggestions for improving your
photographic skills as well as assistance with depth-of-field,
lighting, and composition.

10 Classic Toy Trains = FALL 2025

A Jim Martin’s O gauge layout

The sun has just set and the crew in charge of the Chicago & North
Western GP7 road diesel (MTH RailKing No. 30-20187) would rather
be enjoying supper at the station at Woodside Junction than shuttling
freight cars after a long day in this lllinois town. But, as layout owner
Jim Martin points out, the engineer and his co-workers have one last
job to do, and they must get it done. Nothing out of the ordinary on
the North Central Lines, as Jim named the O gauge layout he's been
constructing since switching from HO scale almost 30 years ago, right
after moving into a new house in Bloomingdale, Ill.



<4David Hobbs’ O gauge
model railroad

Leaves filling trees on the upper
level of David Hobbs' entertain-
ing 9 x 19-foot layout have started
to change color as fall arrives in
1954. Dave decided to model the
steam-to-diesel transition era on
the three-rail display he's been
working on at home in Canton,
Ohio, for the past 25 years. A
devoted O gauger since receiving
a Lionel set more than 60 years
ago, Dave has passed down his
love of the hobby to his grandson,
Jacob, whose favorite railroad is
the Union Pacific. Now you know
why Dave picked out the MTH
RailKing No. 33-2010-1 F3s to pho-
tograph as they emerged from the
MTH reissue of Lionel's No. 300
Hell Gate Bridge and passed the
MTH No. 30-9147 Pennsylvania
RR Operating Watchman'’s Shanty.

<4Robert Winkler's O
gauge layout

What started as a Christmas
display for Robert Winkler and

his family to watch in operation
beneath their decorated tree has
evolved over the years into a
permanent 6 x 14-foot O gauge
layout that Bob runs 12 months a
year to entertain himself and his
grandkids. He admits to a strong
preference for the colorful tinplate
trains and accessories associated
with the pre-World War Il era. Bob
snapped this photo at his home in
Vernon, Conn,, of an MTH Tinplate
Traditions No. 10-3028-1 update of
a Lionel No. 256 electric-profile
locomotive dolled up in blue
while it pulled a few two-tone
green passenger cars. The train

is passing a reissue of Lionel's
classic No. 438 Signal Tower.
Elsewhere, you can glimpse a
Lionel No. 300 Hell Gate Bridge
plus a number of buildings from
the Department 56 and Lemax
product lines.

Trains.com 11
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NEWS BITS -

® Trainz buys Lionel parts

Trainz has acquired all the Lionel TrainMas-
ter Command Control and modular Legacy
conventional reverse and sound printed
circuit boards (PCBs). These parts include
Odyssey 1 motor drivers, Legacy motor driv-
ers, R2LCs, R4LCs, and RailSounds 2.0, 2.5,
3.0, 4.0, 4E, 50,55 and 6.0.

Trainz has also acquired conventional
reverse units for AC and DC motors, as well
as conventional sound units for steam, diesel
and electric locomotives.

Quantities and prices vary. Visit the parts
section of Trainz.com and apply filters to see
what'’s available.

m Congratulations

Joseph Calio, a well-known O gauge modeler
and supporter of Classic Toy Trains, was
named Most Enthusiastic Member of the
Train Collectors Association at its recent
national convention held in Jacksonville, Fla.
We send our congratulations to Joseph and
his family.

m Future of American Flyer line
| am a print subscriber to Classic Toy Trains.
Have you reported on the discontinuation
of the American Flyer model train line by
Lionel? Thanks for any information you can
provide. — George Konder

| contacted Lionel, and they confirmed
there are no plans to discontinue produc-
tion of the American Flyer line of S gauge
trains. They will continue to produce a few
new pieces per year. In May, | interviewed
CEO Howard Hitchcock and asked him about
the future of S gauge and Lionel. Trains.
com members can watch that video to learn
more. — Rene Schweitzer

® In memoriam: Milinda Griggs
Milinda Diane Griggs passed away on
Wednesday, May 21, 2025. She was 68.
Milinda was born in Findlay, Ohio, and
had resided in Georgia for the past 31 years,
most recently in Flowery Branch. She and
her husband, Scott, had been married for
45 years and were business owners for the
past 50 years. Whether it was working at
train shows, sorting parts, or dressing up for
work events, she was there with a big smile.
Trainz.com would not be where it is today
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without her hard work and continuous
support.

We at Classic Toy Trains offer the Griggs
family our deepest condolences.

® In memoriam: Donald Shaw
Donald Shaw, lifelong train collector and
founder of the Train Station in Mountain
Lakes, N.J, died on February 28, 2025 at
the age of 94. Don established in 1974
what has grown to become one of the top
Lionel dealers in the country as a way to
share his passion for Lionel trains. Classic
Toy Trains featured Don and the genera-
tions of his family running the Train Station
in the November 2017 issue. We extend our
condolences to the Shaw family.

u Lights, Camera, Lionel Trains!
wins awards

Senior Editor Roger Carp's latest book,
Lights, Camera, Lionel Trains! A Photo
History of an American Icon, has won
several awards.

The title won Gold for Best Coffee Table
Book from the National Indie Excellence
Book Awards; Silver for Best History
from the Independent Book Publishers
Association (IBPA); Silver for Best Coffee
Table Book from IBPA, Silver for Best
Cover Design for IBPA, and Silver for Best
Pop Culture book from the Independent
Publisher Book Awards.

Lights, Camera, Lionel Trains! A Photo
History of an American Icon showcases 100
captivating photo essays that chronicle
how Lionel electric trains became a be-
loved and influential symbol of American
culture in the 20th century. It's published
by Project Roar Publishing.

To order a copy of the book, visit shop.
trains.com or projectroar.com

® Thomas the Tank Engine docu-
mentary debuts at UK rail event
Thomas the Tank Engine is the subject of
a new documentary. An Unlikely Fandom:
The Impact of Thomas the Tank Engine
premiered at this summer’s The Greatest
Gathering event in Derby, England.

The documentary film explores the
influence of the beloved television series
on popular culture and its enduring legacy.
It also explains the origins of Thomas, its
global impact, and its passionate commu-
nity of fans.

Thomas began his adventures in a book
published in 1945, the first in Reverend W.
Awdry's The Railway Series. These stories
were later adapted into a live-action televi-
sion show that debuted in 1984. The pre-
miere coincides with the 80th anniversary
of the franchise and the 200th anniversary
of the modern railway.

To learn more about this film, visit alstom.
com/greatest-gathering.

u LCCA founder celebrates 90th
birthday at event

Jim Gates, founder of the Lionel Collectors
Club of America (LCCA), celebrated his 90th
birthday on June 25. He started the club in
Des Moines, lowa, in 1970.

Reflecting on LCCA's long and inspiring
history, Jim said he knew there were many
Lionel train collectors and operators out
there. “I never dreamed the LCCA would
grow so big,’ he said. LCCA President Mark
Kempfer attended Jim's party and presented
him with the club's 2025 convention giraffe
car to commemorate Jim's 90th birthday,
Lionel's 125th anniversary, and the LCCA's
55th anniversary.

When asked what he saw for the future
of the club, Jim responded, “Collectors will
always love Lionel! And the club is a good
way to make new friends, and for many the
conventions become family vacations.’



Freight haulers: Menards has released three
new O gauge boxcars: a New Haven State of Maine
Boxcar (No. 275-9418). a Union Pacific Boxcar (No.
2759420, shown), and a Norfolk & Western Boxcar
(No. 2759428). Each boxcar is uniquely numbered and
features O-27 operation. Price: $24.99 each. Website:
menards.com/trains

Cool caboose: Menards is selling an O gauge Norfolk &
Western Lighted Caboose (No. 2759434). The caboose has alternat-
ing, rear, red LED lights and features 0-27 operation. Price: $29.99.
Website: menards.com/trains

Heavy-duty haulers: MTH Electric Trains, 7393 Washington
Blvd, Ste. 101, Elkridge, MD 21075, has announced SD60 Diesel

New from Neal: o gauge modeler Neal Schorr offers Locomotives as part of the RailKing line. The engines feature Proto-
seven ways to improve realism on your layout in the September Sound 3.0, 0-31 operation, and onboard DCC/DCS decoder (No. 30-
2025 issue of Model Railroader. Price: $7.99. Order from shop. 21334 shown). Expected delivery in December 2025. Price: $479.95.
trains.com, check with your hobby shop, or call 877-246-4879. Website: mthtrains.com

Colorful cars: Ready Made Toys (RMT) has several new
0 gauge products, including a Reading & Northern tank car in
either green or black (RMT-96812-2, RMT-96812-3), a Quebec
North Shore & Labrador ore car (RMT-96799-03) and a U.S. Navy
Battleship New Jersey boxcar (RMT-96432-5, shown). Price:
$39.95 each. To order or purchase, contact your local hobby
store or retailer. Website: readymadetoys.com

Peppy Pacific: Mr. Muffin's Trains, 165 E. Main St, Atlanta
IN 46031, has announced a 4-6-2 USRA Heavy Pacific Steam
Locomotive as part of the Premier line. The engine features a
steaming quillable whistle, Proto-Sound 3.0, and 0-42 operation
(No. 20-3983). Expected delivery in October 2025. Price: $1,399.95.
Website: mrmuffinstrains.com

Trains.com 13
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Shop.Trains.com

GEATLAYOTS

GREAT LAYOUTS YOU CAN VISIT!

Classic Toy Trains’ latest special-interest publication fea-
tures 15 layouts you can visit across the United States,
including the The Choo Choo Barn, the Milwaukee
Lionel Railroad Club, the Naples Lionel Train Museum,
the lllinois Railway Museum, and many more. Plus, find
a handy reference map and the entire list of public lay-
outs. The issue will be available in mid-October. Order
from shop.trains.com or call 877-243-4903.

EXCITING NEWS! The Trains.com store now offers

Frosty liquid: Legacy Station, 4153
Lawrenceville Highway, Ste. 12, Lilburn, GA 30047,
announces a custom-run MTH Industrial Water
Tower as part of the RailKing line (No. 30-90743).
The O gauge tower features holiday graphics and a
flashing beacon light (power supply not included).
Expected delivery in October 2025. Price: $84.95.
Website: legacystation.com

14 Classic Toy Trains * FALL 2025

an in-depth line of Lionel products, from train sets to
rolling stock, locomotives, and gifts. Visit shop.trains.
com/pages/lionel to see what's available.

MERRY
* 81 AY

€)

trains com

TRAINS.COM HOODIE

Show your love for your favorite website with
a Trains.com hoodie! A soft and comfy unisex
hoodie made from 52% airlume combed ring-
spun cotton and 48% poly fleece. Available

in black, navy blue, and white from sizes S to
2XL. Price: $60.50.

Holiday haulers: Trainworld, 751 McDonald Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11218, is selling two
custom-run MTH O gauge Christmas cars as part of the RailKing line. The Christmas Gondola
Car features lighted snowmen and is available in two car numbers (No. 30-72265, shown).
The Christmas Flat Car has Santa Claus with a sleigh and reindeer and is available in two car
numbers (No. 30-76953). Both cars require 0-27 curves for operation. Expected delivery is

October 2025. Website: trainworld.com

Sleek beauties: Atlas
Model Railroad Co,, Inc, 378
Florence Ave. Hillside, NJ 07205,
has released streamlined
passenger cars as part of the
Premier line. The O gauge cars
feature LED lighting and end-of-
car diaphragms, and they have
0-42 operation. Price: single
car, $119.95; 2-pack, $249.95;
4-pack, $499.95. Website: shop.
atlasrr.com

More archive I rvaas CATMASS
treasures: Ron's PRESID ITELL CAR
COMPANY
Books, PO Box 714,
Harrison, NY, 10528, is sell-
ing several new books as
part of its Manufacturers'
Catalog Archive line.
Titles include Plymouth
Locomotives, Volume 3:
Gasoline Locomotives; Pressed Steel Car Company,
Volume 2: Tank Cars & Flat Cars; and Passenger,
Freight & Work Equipment on the Delaware &
Hudson 1823-1927. Price: $45 each. Website:
ronsbooks.com




Tra I n n e n a I r P a rts- c 0 m Blow the whistle! Blast the

horn! East Main Trains

HOME OF THE ORIGINAL T

AMERICAN FLYER PARTS DEPARTMENT
We preV|OUSIy were a L|One| SeI’VICG Center O&HOGAUGE-MTH,LIONEL&ATLAS

for over 60 years and have an extensive AT e o oM
selection of post war Lionel Train Parts. for 5% off yourirst rder

CheCk us OUt at. TrainRepairParts com 6 East Main Street, Thurmant, MD 21788 (4¥

Shop Online @ www.eastsidetrains.com

Your hobby specialists since

( <-¢‘ | | Lionel. MTH. LGB 1983 located in the heart of
[ e S , , , .

e Ty | Piko, USA, Walthers, downtown Kirkland
Trains Inc, // | Athearn, Bachmann, ;

EST. 1963 MicroTrains, Kato,
/ American Flyer & so

much more

Dennis Bronnan Signature Series

Garfield Electric
Substation

$159.95 816-252-4605
www.brennansmodelrr.com

217 Central Way, Kirkland, WA 98033
email: eastsidetrains@msn.com (425)828-4098

The TVM-M aster e NEW FOR 2025
{\ Premium D Scale Retail $39.95

yl\wj 70t 3-Bay Coal Hopper Car

“ANNOUNCING ANOTHER NEW ]
RAIL CAR IN A PREMIUM O SCALE 50 Different Railroad Names N
LINE OF AFFORDABLE AND and uncatalogued custom runs

REALISTIC PRODUCTS FOR
MODEL TRAIN HOBBYISTS” DELIVERY STARTS FALL 2025

oL 1138” xW 25/8” xH 2 5/8”

* True 3-rail O-gauge Size Dimensions
e Limited Edition Production

e Diecast metal trucks/wheels/couplers
e Opening hopper doors

e Each car with different roadNUMBER
e Operates on 0-36 Curve

¢ Realistic painting - lettering

¢ NEW tooling from USA design

e Includes top load and airhose detail
e Coupler mounting pad

e Classic RMT Full Color Window Box

AVAILABLE ONLY FROM YOUR FAVORITE
TRAIN HOBBY STORE

Exclusive distributor to hobby stores:
EMERY DISTRIBUTORS ) ‘ E 0)
3800 Glover Road

Easton, PA 18040 USA RMT-66211 LONG ISLAND

610.258.3651 Fax: 610.258.7736

www.emerydistributors.com RMT - READY MADE TRAINS - PO BOX 173 - BLOOMSBURY, NJ 08804 USA - www.readymadetoys.com
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Premier POWer: Atlas Model Railroad Co.,, Inc,, 378 Florence Ave,,
Hillside, NJ 07205, has announced a three-rail ET44AC diesel locomo-
tive as part of the Premier O line. The engine features Proto-Sound 3.0,
onboard DCC/DCS decoder, detachable snowplow, and 0-42 operation.
Price: $799.95. Website: shop.atlasrr.com

Colorful freight: The Nassau Lionel Operating Engineers (NLOE)
has a custom-run Lionel flatcar with trailers. The car features 0-36 opera-
tion and operating couplers. Price: $159.99 plus shipping. Purchasers will

automatically enrolled as an associate member of NLOE. Order from nloe-
store.onlineweb.shop or mail a check to PO Box 343, Levittown, NY 11756.

1060 MOTIVE & ROLONG STOCK
_-PRE-DROER ANNDUNCEMENTS

o A

New Atlas O cata-
Iog: The Atlas O Premier
Catalog — Spring 2025 was
published in late May on
the manufacturer's website.
Highlights include a new
ET44 locomotive, a new

E6 locomotive, new paint
schemes for the SD40-2

locomotive, and much more.

View the entire catalog at
shop.atlasrr.com.

More power: Brennan's Model Railroading introduces
the Garfield Electric Substation. This O scale laser-cut kit
has a 8" x 75" footprint and is the first in the firm's Signature
Series. Figures, vehicles, and sky backdrop not included.
Expected delivery in summer 2025. Price: $159.95. Website:
brennansmodelrr.com

Dashing diesel: MTH Electric Trains, 7393 Washington
Blvd. Ste. 101, Elkridge, MD 21075, is selling an RS-11 Diesel
Locomotive as part of the Premier line. The O gauge locomo-
tive features Proto-Sound 3.0, onboard DCC/DCS decoder,
0-31 operation, and more (No. 20-22061 shown). Expected de-
livery October 2025. Price: $649.95. Website: mthtrains.com

LCCA MEMBERSHIP PRICE INCREASES

The Lionel Collectors Club of America has announced increases
to its membership fees.

In a recent LCCA email newsletter, the group announced that ris-
ing prices from vendors have affected expenses. Effective August
1, 2025, membership prices will change to:

Regular Membership: $48 annually
Electronic Membership: $30 annually
Junior Membership: $30 per annually

Foreign Membership: $48 per annually plus $14 postage

Want to submit? send complete ordering information and a high- surcharge

resolution photo to editor@classictoytrains.com . . .
P @ 4 Visit the website at lionelcollectors.org to learn more.
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FIRST FROST| | S Cauge Tains
A TRAIN MEET | & = 24

Engines
November 8 & 9, 2025 « Saturday 9-4 * Sunday 9-3 Gars :
Train Races - Test Track - Switching and Operating Layouts Structures
Figures

Pre-registered tickets admitted at 8am - $15.00
Adults $10.00 ¢ Children under 12 FREE! w/adult
Allentown Fairgrounds Agri-Plex
1925 West Chew Street, Allentown, PA 18104
Visit our website for more info or contact us at (610) 442-2859

www.allentowntrainmeet.com

Call 723-449-1100

American Models
11770 Green Oak Industrial Dr.
Whitmore Lake, M| 48189

www.americanmodels.com

SHoP ON-LINE 24/1 TRAINWORLD:com

We Suppiy tHE WorLD

MTH 20-95628 LIMITED QTY

LONG ISLAND THRET
@ rRAmwomn'com FLAT WITH LIRS
; PUP TRAILERS
: @Eﬁﬁ SUPER SALE $69.99
h MoORE SALE ITEms @ trainworld-com

I i « CODE WORD MUST BE APPLIED AT TIME OF ORDER  DISCOUNT DOES NOT APPLY TO SALES TAX OR SHIPPING & HANDLING
AMERICA’S LARGEST « N STOCK ITEMS ONLY « NO REBATES, NO REFUNDS, NO STORE CREDIT ON PREVIOUSLY SOLD ITEMS wWww. tralnlayouts com ¢ 973-366- 5788
INTERNATIONAL MAiL ORDER  NO NEW ARRIVALS; NO BACK ORDERS; NO PRE-ORDERS  « CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS OR OTHER DISCOUNTS We specialize in:

« NOT REDEEMABLE FOR CASH OR GIFT CARDS « NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS « Complex Multi-Level Track Pl ) )
DisCOUNT TRAIN STORE « LIMITED QUANTITIES ON CERTAIN ITEMS 60 TO TRAINWORLD. COM TO SHOP ON-LINE 24/7 omplex Multi-Level Track Plans  Operating Accessories

* TMCC™ and DCS Control Systems e Yards and Switching
The PmductsWaScllmNotToysandmNotlmendoderllmBychlldrnn Under The Age 0f 14 « Multi-Train Operation . Highly Detailed Scenery
SIGN-UP FOR OUR E-mAiL SALES 1-800-541-7010 e-mail: ORDERS@TRAIMWORLD com
Huce InventoRy o GReAT SELECTION © Fast ShipinG 725 McDonALD Ave, BRookLYN, NY 11218 O East Coast Enterprises » Roman Electric

248

TRAIMNZ WARVIN

¢+ New & Collectible Model LIGHTING WITHOUT WIRING
Trains in Every Scale

e Over 30,000 Train Parts

e Exploded View Diagrams &
Online Train Repair Classes

* We Buy Collections!

Fiber Optic lighting system
for cost-effective,
easy to install illumination
for multiple scales.

www.Trainz.com 7 4195 Industry Way, Flowery Branch, GA 30542 57 (866) 285-5840
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m QUESTIONS & ANSWERS BY JOSEPH L. MANIA & THE CTT STAFF

Cleaning postwar rolling stock
BENEFITS OF SOAP AND WATER

| was at a toy train
show not that long

= =]

e @ 1| ago and bought some
CURTISS = = | | oy old Lionel rolling stock. The
B cars are dirty. How do | safel
Baby Rllﬂ'l i 0 = }__I clean them’)y_ E. Layne K: !
CANDY E2ans ? — E Layne Katz
T AT I
LS : |

Most of the time just a
Asimple bath in warm
water and a very mild

dishwashing soap will be
enough to do the trick. It is

o = —= o . . ' ) prudent to test the metal or
Rolling stock F'mﬂJ - L fp— =Tl plastic body shells first

manufactured dur-
ing the postwar

era, like the Lionel AUTOMATIE

MERCHANDISE
1454

Nos. 2454 Boxcar
and 3454 Automatic
Merchandise Car,
clean up easily with
warm water and
dishwashing soap.
Just use care when
rubbing so you don't
remove paint.

il

because many of the paints
that were used for American
Flyer, Lionel, and Marx trains
during the postwar era can be
damaged during cleaning.
Use extra care when cleaning
Lionel F3s and Flyer Alco
PAs painted silver. The same
is true with many O and S
gauge passenger cars.
Improper cleaning can turn
them gray.

Pilots on Williams GG1 . Converting MTH diesel to TMCC
Not too long ago | bought a Williams by I picked up an MTH RailKing Santa Fe Dash-8 road diesel from 1995-96
Bachmann GG1 electric-profile locomo- that seems to have been outfitted with Proto-Sound 1.0. | would like to
tive. It runs great, but the pilots hang convert it to Lionel TrainMaster Command Control. Is this even possi-
down too low and occasionally cause sparks i ble? — James Huff
and short out on my tubular track. How can |
raise the pilots? Or should I grind off some of the The conversion from conventional control to command control is
metal pilot? What do you suggest? — John Blazek A indeed possible. The Electric Railroad Company (ERR, now owned by
3rd Rail) is the only vendor that offers TMCC upgrade boards. To learn

been mounted properly. Take the truck which is best for your project, go to www.3rdrail.com.
off and place it on the track. If it is still
touching the rails, the truck may be distorted. L
If it’s working all right, then it may have the !
wrong mounting screw. That would raise the

B I would first check that the pilots have . more about this business and the products it offers so you can determine

Talking station records

rear of the truck and cause the front to be Do you know of any way to safely clean the small record put inside an
lower. If the truck is bent or distorted I American Flyer Talking Station from the postwar period? — Benjy Daniel
wouldn’t advise trying to bend it back into

shape. Instead, I would do as you have sug- Gently dusting the disk with a soft brush is the safest way I know of.
gested — grind just enough away to alleviate | A Some cleaning fluids may soften the record; anything too aggressive
the problem. will scratch the grooves.
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Lionel Legacy Locomotives

1933749 RDG FB-2 Superbass....
2033248 Alaska F7B Powered......
2133039 NYC E7 B Unit...........
2133380 Erie Lack PAAA......
2133860 Lehigh Valley SWS............
2231050 Strasburg RR 2-10-0 #90..
2231141 Santa Fe 2-10-4 #5011
2231142 Santa Fe 2-10-4 #5022 ..
2231160 KCS 2-10-4 #902
2231170 KCS 2-10-4 Flag Tender
2231420 NH Atlantic #1111
2231530 Bethlehem Steel 0-6-0 #60 ...
2231550 NYC 0-6-0 #222................
2232050 Bethlehem Steel 0-4-0 ...
2232090 Long Island 0-4-0...........
2233051 CSX SD70Mac........
223332X 1/2 ALCO RS-27.....
223333X 1/2 CNW RS-27.........
2233342 Conrail RS-27 #2414 .
223335X 1/2 GB&W RS-27
223337X 1/2 SOO RS-27 ......cc........
2233501 US Armed Forces ES44AC ...
2233652 CP Heritage SD90OMAC
2233730 AMT F40PH #410 Phase V
2233868 Alaska SD70Mac Superbass
2331011 PRR L1 Mikado #496 .....
2331060 L&NE L1 Mikado #501 ...

2331080 C & O Greenbrier #611 .. ..$1529.99
2331090 C & O Greenbrier #613............... $1529.99
2331140 Middletown & Hummels 2-6-0....... $719.99

2331160 SP 2-6-0.....ccvvvvvviiiieiiieiieeieeniene $719.99
2331212 UP Challenger #3839..... .

2331231 UP Challenger #3815.....
2331560 Erie Camelback
2331570 Lehigh & NE Camelback...
2331590 Pennsylvania Camelback..
2333080 D&H FA-2 AA #20/#21
2333088 D&H FB-2 #20B..........c..c.......
2333089 D&H SuperBass FB-2 #21B..
2333160 MRL Essential SD70Ace.......
2333170 MRL Veterans SD70Ace ...
2333180 PRLX SD70Ace
233325X 1/2 CofG H-15-44 ...
2333262 RIH-15-44 .................
233327X 1/2 D&RGW H-15-44.
233328X 1/2 KCS H-15-44 .......
233330X 1/2 UP H-15-44.......
243311X 1/2 Alaska GP30.....
243337X 1/2 Conrail GP9......
243342X 1/2 BNSF ES44.................

....$584.99
....$584.99
....$539.99
....$539.99
....$539.99
....$539.99
....$539.99
....$539.99
....$539.99
...$674.99

2533129 NS PC SD70ACE Non-Pow.
2533131 NS Reading SD70Ace
2533139 NS RDG SD70Ace Non-Pow.......
2533151 NS Virginian SD70Ace.................
2533159 NS Virg SD70Ace Non-Pow........
2533260 Santa Fe PAAA ....................
2533269 Santa Fe SUPERBASS PB...
2533320 Amtrak SW1 #737 .............

2533330 Cargill SW1#62.............
2533370 Lehigh Valley SW1 #112
2533380 WP SW1 #501
2533510 Halloween PAAA #1030/1031 ...
2533519 Halloween SUPERBASS PB

2433670 Detroit Edison SW8 #214...... ....$494.99
2433680 Erie Lackawanna SW8 #36.......... $494.99
2433901 CSX ES44AC #1869......... ...$674.99
253002X 1/2 N&W Y6B ............ $1999.99
2530040 Santa Fe Y6B #1800.. $1999.99
2531140 B&O 0-6-0........ceeceueee.. $899.99
2531170 Nickel Plate 0-6-0 #384.. $899.99
2531180 UP 0-6-0 #4603............cc....... $899.99

$314.99

MTH Locomotives

20212481 Rl E8 A Unit #652 w/PS3.0....$384.99
20212491 RI E8 A Unit #653 w/PS3.0....$384.99
20212511 GM E-8A w/PS3.0 #766......... $419.99
20214341 PRR SD-35 #6003 .
20215561 PRR GP35 w/PS3 #2261...... $459.99

20216091 Reading VO 1000 #2711....... $474.99

20216361 PRR RS11 High Hood #862...$469.99

20215571 PRR GP35 w/PS3 #2265...... $459.99
20217191 Lackawanna SD24............... $489.99
20217241 UP SD24 #429.................... $489.99
2038931 UP Challenger 4-6-6-4 #399.$1529.99

2038961 UP Challenger 4-6-6-4 #387.$1529.99

3018731 PRR 2-10-0 Decapod #4311...$474.99
3018741 PRR 2-10-0 Decapod #4350.....474.99
3018761 IC 2-10-0 Decapod #3617......... 474.99
3018771 Frisco 2-10-0 Decapod #1621.$474.99
3018781 Strasburg 2-10-0 Decapod #9.$474.99
30212371 Halloween ES44AC Imperial.$399.99
30212651 UP C30-7 #2454 .................. $369.99
30212661 CSX C30-7 #7089................ $369.99

30212671 SF C30-7 #8073 ................ $369.99
30212741 B&O Alco RS-1 #9185.......... $349.99
30212771 Susquehanna Alco RS-1 #23..$349.99
30212781 GN Alco RS-1 #182.............. $349.99

MTH Rolling Stock
2091665 Monongahela Steel Caboose........ $64.99

2091667 CSX Bay Window Caboose.......... $49.99
2091716 WM Center Cupola Steel Cab. ..... $69.99
2092294 LV 2 Bay Hopper 6 Pk................ $329.99
2092296 Keystone 2 Bay Hopper 6 Pk....... $329.99
2092298 AC&Y 2 Bay Hopper 6 Pk........... $329.99

2095482 N&W 55 Ton Gondola.................
2095537 SF Gondola w/ Cover..................
2095538 MR Gondola w/ Cover..................
2095555 MR Flat w/ Pup Trailers...............
2095556 NYC Flat w/ Pup Trailers
2095557 SP Flat w/ Pup Trailers................

2095597 B&O Gondola w/ Junk Load......... $64.99
2095597 GN Gondola w/ Junk Load...........$64.99
2095644 C&O Flat w/ Trailers.................... $74.99
2095660 PRR 34’ Composite Hopper Car...$64.99
2097395 Keystone 2 Bay Hopper.............. $60.99

209324 UP Sheathed Boxcar....................
2099326 P&R Sheathed Boxcar................ .
2099378 P&LE 50’ PS-1 Boxcar................ $69.99

2099380 C&O 50’ PS-1 Boxcar. $69.99
2099381 NP 50’ PS-1 Boxcar.. .$69.99
2099391 B&O 40’ AAR Boxcar... ...$69.99
2099393 B&M 40’ AAR Boxcar.................. $69.99
3071057 PRR BOXCar..........oevevevneeeinnnnn $51.99
3071159 P&LE Boxcar.................cennnnn... $50.99
3071160 SF BOXCar........cccccvveivneeinennnnn. $50.99
3071161 Southern Boxcar........................ $50.99
3074859 Reading ‘40 DD Boxcar.............. $44.99
3074874 NS 50’ DD Plugged Boxcar......... $47.99
3076749 CSX Center Beam Flat.............. $50.99
MTH Trolleys & Hand Cars
305213 Transylvania Bump-N-Go.......... $82.99
305216 Metropolis Bump-N-Go ............. $69.99
305217 War Bonds Bump-N-Go............ $69.99
305226 Transylvania Bump-N-Go.......... $82.99
305229 Market St.Trolley..................... $69.99
305230 City Lines Trolley..................... $69.99
305234 Christmas Oper Hand Car.......... $69.99

305235 MOW Oper Hand Car (Tuscan)...$69.99
305236 MOW Oper Hand Car (Orange)..$69.99
305241 Halloween Oper Hand (Orange). $69 99
305243 Translvania Bump-N-Go............ $94

*SALE ITEMS**

O Locomotives
Lionel Locos below are sold

without warranty
1933749 Reading FB Superbass B........ $315.00
2033600 Union Pacific SD70Ace........... $475.00
2131290 SP USRA Pacific 4-6-2...... -
2133380 EL PA AA Set #862/#863....
2133620 SCL SW8 #19..................
2133860 Lehigh Valley SW8 #253....
2134050 SF LionChief U36B.....

2134060 UP LionChief U36B..... 219.99
2134070 Seaboard LionChief U

Am Flyer LEGACY Locos
192120X 1/2 Clinchfield U36C................. $350.00
192123X 1/2 SCL U36C.............. ....$350.00
1921232 CSX U36C...... ....$350.00
2021051 Citirail ES44AC #1201............. $450.00

O Premium Sets
No Track and Transformer
Mention this ad and receive
5% off these Premium Sets
683092 Steel City Switcher 0-8-0 Set...... $1109.99

1922020 NKP Fast Freight LC+ 2.0......... $709.98
1922030 Harding Funeral Train Set........ $1799.98
1922070 Pennsy Ltd. LC+ 2.0 Set........... $709.98
2022040 Manufactures Railway Set......... $719.98
2022110 CNJ Red Baron SD40 Set......... $809.98
2122050 C&A John Bull Set................... $949.98
2122070 ASA Packer Set..................... $1979.98
2222030 BNSF Hustle Muscle Frt............ $998.99
2222060 Amtrak Genesis LC Plus............. $899.99
2222090 NS 40th Anniv Set.................. $1299.99
2322010 LV Camelback Legacy Set......... $989.99

2322030 Cumberland Valley Wayfreight..$1349.99
2322040 Vision Big Boy Super Set......... $4049.99
2322050 Iron Hippo Legacy Set............ $2069.99
2322060 Union RR Hot Metal Train Set...$1169.99
2322080 Santa Fe Fast Fruit Express.....$2249.99
2422020 Lehigh Gorge Scenic Railway...$1079.99
2422040 M1 Middle Division Manifest......$1799.99
American Flyer Rolling Stock
2019020 TP&W Freight Sounds Boxcar..... 99.99
2019040 Frisco Freight Sounds Boxcar 99.99
2019050 Vesuvius Crucible Frt Snds Box .. $99.99
201906X 1/2 Buffalo Creek Boxcar ............ 45.99
201907X 1/2 Great Northern Boxcar .. 45.99
201908X 1/2 GB&W Boxcar............cccueeuee. 45.99
201909X 1/2 Lancaster & Chester Boxcar . $45.99

2119050 PRR Dep. Center Flatcar............. $56.98
2119080 Berk Woodside Reefer................. $48.98
2119090 Century Beer Reefer.................... $48.98
2119120 Senate Beer Reefer..................... 48.98

2119160 Polar Express Searchlight Car-..... $49.98
211920X 1/2 CSX Gondola.........c..cccuveee. $48.98
211926X 1,4,5 C&O Hopper........c.ccccuve... $45.99
2119330 Continental Tank Car........... $48.99
2119340 Hercules Powder Tank Car-.......... $48.99
2119350 Sparton Qil Tank Car ................... $48.99
2119360 Staroline Oil Tank Car.................. $48.99

74.99
2219020 BN Oper Log Dump Car.SALE!..

74.99

q
2219030 UP Oper Log Dump Car...SALE! $74.99
221906X 1/2 B&O 2-Bay Covered Hopper. $44.98
2219072 1/2 C&O 2-Bay Covered Hopper . $44.98
221908X 1/2 RDG 2-Bay Covered Hopper. $44.98
231902X 1/2 BNSF Autorack ..................... $74.99
231903X 1/2 CN Autorack........... $74.99
231904X 1/2 Ferromex Autorack.... $74.99
231905X 1/2 Southern Autorack $74.99




QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Smoke pills to fluid

I would like to convert some of my Lionel steam locomotives, including a No. 675,
to use smoke fluid rather than smoke pills. How can | make this change? Are there
commercial kits out there? Does it require disassembly? — Bob Lamb

liquid-style heater element, a plastic chamber cap, a smokestack liner, a gasket,

and the other parts needed to make the conversion from smoke pellets to fluid.
Of course, you'll need to disassemble the steam locomotive and replace the original
parts with the parts in the kit. Soldering is required to do the job properly.

B Most hobby shops and toy train dealers sell a conversion kit that consists of the

When Lionel introduced its No. 675 steam engine and tender in 1947, it designed the
locomotive to use the new SP Smoke Pellets. But converting postwar steamers so they
use smoke fluid requires only an inexpensive and common conversion kit.

Using a Samsung Galaxy TAB A7 LITE tablet (version 14) with the MTH WTIU, | was

able to add and run some of my 60 O gauge engines and several lash-ups into the

engine list. But when using my Android smartphone, | found it does not have
these engines on the list. Are these not stored in the WTIU? Do | have to add them again
on every device? Any assistance you can give will be appreciated. — Steve Phetterplace

We decided it would be best if we reached out to MTH for some help with this

challenging question, and executive Andy Edleman replied: “You do not have to

add locomotives into each device even though that data is not stored in the
WTTIU (this is the way the system has always worked). Because the locomotives identify
themselves when the app queries the layout, adding locomotives is a fairly easy process

as the app finds’ them on powered tracks on the layout.

“As to your reader’s question, if a user doesn’t wish to manually add locomotives into
the second phone or tablet, he or she can export the app’s contents on the originating
device using the Export/Import function under the Advanced Features screen. Once
exported, the contents are imported into the second device. This function is available

only in the Premium Version of the app.

“The Export/Import function includes accessories, switches, tracks, scenes and
routes that may have been set up plus locomotives. It can also be used to pull data from
a physical remote. Any lash-ups created on one device have to be set up manually once

individual locomotives have been added to the phone or tablet”

We at Classic Toy Trains are very grateful for Andy’s insights and ideas. Please be
aware that there’s a fee to upgrade to the Premium Version of the app.

READER COMMENT

Brad Adams noticed an error in the answer given to the question about a
Lionel No. 65530 operating/uncoupling track in the Winter 2024 issue. He
believed the answer was about a No. 65149 uncoupling track. The 65149 can
be hooked up to an SC-2 or a more modern ASC-2. But the 65530 cannot be
hooked up to either.
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Beacon refuses to rotate
The light on my American Flyer
No. 769A Aircraft Beacon will no
longer rotate. | have two beacon
tops: an original and a reproduction,
and neither will rotate. | am sending
17 volts to the bulb. Is more voltage
needed? Will bending the vanes on
the beacon tops fix this? What am |
missing? — Mark Raspotnik

3 Many original and reproduction
Abulbs simply don’t generate

enough heat to cause the beacon
to rotate properly. That was probably
the reason that Lionel eventually
upgraded its No. 394 Rotary Beacon
and introduced the No. 494.

The best advice available comes
from Doug Peck, the longtime propri-
etor of Port Line Hobby Supplies
(www.portlines.com). Here’s what he
advises:

“Operate your beacon on its own
dedicated transformer so the maxi-

' mum current is reaching the bulb. If

" you have it wired to a transformer that
. is running track power and additional
! accessories, less and less current

' reaches the beacon bulb, and the bulb
1 does not generate enough heat to drive
. the beacon top.”

1 You don’t need a large transformer
- any 40- or 50-watt unit is fine. Con-

" nect the beacon to the VARIABLE post
. and not to the FIXED VOLTAGE post.

. Then you can easily adjust the voltage

! to the minimum needed for operation.
In addition, according to Doug, you
. must have a good-quality 14-volt bea-

! con bulb. Avoid cheap and low-quality
reproductions where the dimple is
poorly formed and is located off-center.
\ Ttalso may not sit level in the socket.
Finally, you must be certain your

1 aircraft beacon accessory is placed in a

1 perfectly level location and away from

- all drafts. And the rotating top must sit
i perfectly level on the bulb. The slightest
i angle will prevent proper rotation.

Brad explained in his email that if you try to connect a Lionel 65530 or its Fas-
Track counterpart (the No. 12054) to an SC-2 or an ASC-2, you won't be able to
separate the activation of the control rails from the center magnet on those
track products and therefore will risk damaging the center magnet. The center
magnet, he told Classic Toy Trains, can't be operated for more than 10 seconds
without risk of damage.
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mm COLLECTIBLE CLASSICS BY ROGER CARP

Lionel’s No. 1684 Steam Locomotive
THIS MODEL DEBUTED A ONE-PIECE SHELL CASTING

he Lionel catalog of 1942
I reveals how the firm
relied on the No. 1684

steam locomotive to fill its sets.
The 9%-inch-long model with
a 2-4-2 wheel arrangement was
assigned to six of the 12 O-27
outfits in the 32-page catalog.

Readers of the catalog
might have been surprised to
see the 1684 and wondered
why Lionel had gone to the
trouble of developing a new
steamer. After all, the company
had not previously used the
1684 to pull a cataloged outfit.

However, as Bruce Green-
berg observes in the third vol-
ume of his series on Lionel O
gauge trains of the prewar era,
the 1684 was far from new in
1942. For the past two years,
Lionel had used it in many of
the firm’s promotional sets.

BRAND-NEW CASTING
In the late 1930s, engineers at
Lionel were finishing a few
small steam locomotives
intended to pull short freight
and passenger sets at the low
end of the line. The Nos. 1664
2-4-2 steamer and 1666 2-6-2
model made their debuts in
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1938 and handled a number of

less-expensive O-27 outfits.

Lionel wanted something
even simpler and less costly, so
designers came up with the
1684 for 1940. It was almost an
inch shorter than the 1664 or
1666. Further, while the latter
steamers were made using two
castings (pilot plus steam chest
and boiler plus cab) the 1684
consisted of a one-piece cast-
ing. Four features were molded
using just one new casting.

Greenberg notes that while
a one-piece casting lowered
manufacturing costs, its devel-
opment required “a much
greater up front design cost.”
The casting's success depended
on how easily the shell could
be released from it. “This,”
Greenberg adds, “called for a
multi-part mold with no
undercuts to entrap the metal
and very close tolerances”

ADDITIONAL DETAILS
The one-piece casting was key
for Lionel adding a locomotive
it could produce in large quan-
tities while reducing the costs
of assembly. Fewer parts were
needed to complete the model,

making its production simpler
and less expensive. The 1684
really was a remarkable engine.

Lionel completed the 1684
by installing rimless blackened
drive wheels and spoked trail-
ing wheels. It came painted
gunmetal gray with its number
rubber-stamped in white below
the cab windows. Other details
included a bell, a whistle, rods,
handrails, an E-unit lever, and
disc pilot wheels.

The boiler and interior of
the cab had many details. The
front wall of the cab, known as
the “backhead,” had more cast-
in highlights than any other
Lionel steamer, notably stoker
elevators, washout plugs, feed-
water heater gauges, throttle,
and firebox handle and doors.

PROMOTIONAL SETS
Something else sets the 1684
apart and explains why people
in 1942 may have thought it
was new. Lionel completed it in
1940, but the firm's marketing
executives decided to use it
only in promotional outfits.
They did so for 1941, as
many uncataloged sets have
been documented. Greenberg

believes the 1684 might have
been used in promotional out-
fits for 1940 as well. He pro-
vides a list of those sets in his
new book. Most paired the
locomotive with a No. 1689
tender either with or without a
whistle mechanism. A few
came with a No. 2689 tender.
Not until 1942 did Lionel
introduce the 1684 to its cata-
loged roster. The purpose of
expanding how it used the low-
end steamer was fairly obvious.
With the U.S. in the war,
executives at Lionel believed it
was only a matter of time
before federal authorities pro-
hibited the production of metal
toys and other goods. They
were rushing to deplete their
inventory of die-cast steamers.
Placing the 1684 in both cata-
loged and promotional sets
made sense when the future
looked so uncertain.

Lionel cataloged the No. 1684
steam locomotive in 1942. The
2026 edition of Greenberg’s
Pocket Price Guide to Lionel
Trains values this 2-4-2 steamer
at $45 in good condition and
$70 in excellent.
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VARIETY MOTIVATES
LIONEL EXPERT
MARK STEPHENS

Building a collection known for its diverse treasures

STORY BY ROGER CARP // PHOTOS BY DENNIS BRENNAN

great track athletes approach running. Where they Lionel manufactured and marketed its remarkable trains.

choose to specialize often changes over the years, but For years, Mark focused on postwar displays, as shown by the
they never abandon what has worked for them a i out him in the December 2008 issue of Classic Toy
meaning in the past. etes, he refuses to limit himself and his

Just as top-ranked runners altern his priorities to scarce Lionel

and midrange dashes, so has M certain prewar treasures.
ferent periods and gauges in he
analyze every element o turn to his home.
Mark has sought to le ith a promise to
designed locomoti on to how Mark

M ark Stephens approaches collecting Lionel trains the way  kinds of preproduction models to gain an understanding of how

This superb No. D
countertop accessory
display is from 1950. Ma
installed some of his
favorites from 1949 and
'50, including scarce color
variations of the Nos.

394 Rotary Beacon, 395
Floodlight Tower, and 455
Oil Derrick and Pumper.
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There probably isn't a collector of Lionel trains from the postwar era that doesn't feel a love for the different models of the Pennsylvania RR's
classic GG1 electric. Mark wanted to highlight these two highly desirable ones. Left: This No. 2332 has a nickel-plated body and brass trucks
plus a tag with the handwritten date of 9/1/47 and the initials “R.MK." Lionel designer Richard “Dick" Krevet created the model on behalf of
his colleagues in the Engineering Department to present to Chief Engineer Joseph Bonanno the year the GG1 made its debut in the cataloged
line. The display, which came with metal catenary spanning wood poles, was made by Development Engineer Frank Pettit, another member
of the department. Right: This black-painted No. 2360 with a single gold stripe was one of fewer than 10 examples delivered by Lionel to
William Vagell, owner of a well-known Lionel dealership in Garfield, N.J, and a close friend of company co-founder Joshua Lionel Cowen.

Another gem in Mark's collection is this display of the No. 2333 Santa Fe F3 A-A units presented by Lionel President Lawrence Cowen to dealer
Lee Hieronimus on October 4, 1949. Lee, who owned Lee's Trains in Oakland, Calif, was among the most prominent Lionel retailers west of the
Mississippi River. In addition to this display, labeled No. D-8, Mark owns the cardboard box in which it was first packaged, with the hand-printed
admonition: “Please handle very carefully” On the bottom of the wood board Cowen wrote, “With sincere regards Larry Cowen Oct 4 1949
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Interesting how Mark’s areas of emphasis have changed over time. Once Standard gauge models from the prewar era and sets from the early
modern era fascinated him. These days his focus is strictly postwar. There are a few exceptions, notably locomotives and rolling stock from
the OO0 gauge lineup Lionel cataloged between 1938 and '42. Among Mark's favorites are some brand-new cars in their boxes, including the
Nos. 0045 Shell tank car and 0046 Southern Pacific hopper. Displayed near them at Mark's home are Lionel 2 7/s" gauge rarities.
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Lionel augmented its cataloged line in
1958 with an O gauge model of a novel
condenser car manufactured by the Allis-
Chalmers company in Milwaukee. The
inspiration for what became the No. 6519
was this mock-up fabricated out of wood.
Lionel's clever engineers likely used it to
develop a more sophisticated version.

Designers at Lionel frequently experimented with different paint schemes before finalizing their decision for how to decorate a model. Different
versions for the No. 6464-50 Minneapolis & St. Louis boxcar introduced in 1953 have surfaced over the years, and Mark owns a couple of very
attractive ones that never were produced in quantity. The first has a glossy tan plastic shell with white rubber-stamped graphics. The other
was painted a flat shade of yellow over a brown shell and rubber-stamped in black.

Mark assumes that every Lionel postwar enthusiast has a real affinity
for the No. 3376 Bronx Zoo model — universally known in the toy train
hobby as the “giraffe car' Therefore, he's proud to display this painted
and decaled engineering mock-up of the animated freight car Lionel
added to its line in 1959,
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Cool, just cool! This is the way to describe the version of the No. 3454
Operating Merchandise Car painted the correct silver yet heat-stamped
with the graphics for a No. 2454 Baby Ruth boxcar with a Pennsylvania
RR herald. Almost certainly a mistake made almost 80 years ago at the
Lionel factory, but it is oh so sweet!




In the late 1950s and early '60s, executives at Lionel sought to win corporate sponsors for pieces of rolling stock. They asked designers to
create simple mock-ups decorated with the name and logo of potential clients. Mark searches for these rare items and was pleased to show
two 8%-inch-long “plug-door” boxcars. One came lettered for Pillsbury Flour; the other has the emblem of West Virginia Pulp & Paper. Too bad
neither model enticed a business to underwrite their production.

Anyone exploring the display shelves in Mark's home feels pulled toward paint samples. Check out a couple of the experiments engineers did
for decorating the ubiquitous No. 6462 New York Central gondola. One came painted a light shade of green with black rubber-stamped graph-
ics. Another was painted a blend of blue and gray with identical markings. Mark also has a 6462 painted yellow to match the rare No. 6464-50
Minneapolis & St. Louis boxcar that's pictured on the opposite page.

Take your time studying this No. 3349 Turbo Missile Launch Car. Seems Lionel cataloged a second model of a General Electric EP5 electric loco-

pretty ordinary, right? Not if you remember that typical versions lack motive in 1957, just one year after its No. 2350 New Haven EP5 arrived.
any lettering. This scarce version has the four-digit product number To create this mock-up of the No. 2351 Milwaukee Road unit, engineers
printed in black. It originally was exhibited at the sales office that Lionel painted over a 2350 body shell and added assorted graphics using com-
maintained in downtown Chicago. mercial decals, including the neat herald.
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Another scarce if not rare locomotive acquired by Mark in
recent years is this No. 2037 2-6-4 steam engine paired with a
No. 6026W whistle tender. What makes the model stand out?

It was painted gray rather than the customary black and then
finished with black rubber-stamped lettering. It isn't a gorgeous
locomotive yet definitely a cool one.

This boxcar appears to be just a
typical No. 6464-400 Baltimore
& Ohio Timesaver. It has the
familiar blue-and-orange color
scheme. Then you examine the
graphics and find they belong
to a No. 6464-500 Timken
boxcar. Lionel reissued both
models in 1969, so did produc-
tion workers make a mistake?
That must be the explanation,
because why would anyone
have intentionally created
something so odd? Too bad
the full story behind boxcar is
unlikely to come to the surface.

I'm not sure if it's Mark or or his wife, Phyllis, who has a soft spot in their heart for the No. 68 Executive Inspection Car brought out by Lionel back in
1958. | just know there are several examples on display at their beautiful home, including these three scarce color samples. The light blue version is
a never manufactured preproduction model. The olive green version is a never manufactured paint sample. And the red version is a mock-up with
clear plastic windows and lacking a motor. Mark is on the lookout for other rare versions of the Executive Inspection Car.
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The models that stand out in Mark's incredible collection are not only One piece in Mark’s collection that has long puzzled him is this mounted
the impossible-to-find prototypes or paint samples but also scarce display of a No. 3454 Operating Merchandise Car. The model is a regular
variations of well-publicized models. Take this No. 41 U.S. Army switcher,  production item. Who made the presentation piece and who was the
which Lionel introduced in 1955. Every postwar collector owns one of recipient? Was it given to someone at Lionel in gratitude for their hard

them, but you have to be an experienced and knowledgeable enthusiast ~ work? Was for an executive at the Pennsylvania RR. If that was the case,
like Mark to be able to have on display the highly desirable painted ver-  then why didn't the display feature the larger and more impressive No.
sion of the black engine. 3854 Automatic Merchandise Car Lionel also introduced in 19467

Lionel experts with a special interest in postwar cabooses will always find plenty to study at Mark's. Some of his visitors concentrate on his
paint samples of the N5c porthole caboose and unusual versions of the No. 6556 Smoking Caboose. We'll get to those in a future article. For
now, let's go with two desirable Southern Pacific-type models. Left: The No. 6357 Lionel painted maroon with a matching smokestack and a
circle-L herald. Right: The No. 6059 Minneapolis & St. Louis painted glossy bright red over a light gray shell is impossible to find.

Lionel added a blue stripe and white graphics to a low-end
2-4-2 to create a rare version of its No. 246 steam engine and
tender with Baltimore & Ohio markings used in the No. X-849
promotional outfit in 1959. Mark has been told this striking
combination was made for a hobby shop in Pennsylvania and
only five other examples have been reported to date.
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ionel Trains’ 21" passenger cars have
L been a staple in the manufacturer’s

lineup of O-scale, 3-rail products for
some time. A common criticism, though,
has been the lack of installed passengers
upon purchase, leaving empty seats that
need to be filled. ’'m here to remedy that
problem. From disassembly to reassembly,
this project is easier to accomplish than I
initially thought. You, too, can add figures
to your own 21" cars from Lionel!

I'm using one of the coaches from the
Norfolk Southern Excursion Coach 4-Pack
(No. 1927200) and a dome car from the
NS Excursion Private Car 2-Pack B (No.
1927220). These cars were offered in Lio-
nel’s 2019, Volume 1 catalog. The basic
setup in the body and frame’s assembly has
not changed since they were introduced.

Depending on the brand of seated figures,
some might not need modifications to fit
while others will.
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INSTALL FIGURES

in Lionel 21-inch passenger cars

BY LUCAS IVERSON // PHOTOS BY CODY GRIVNO

DISASSEMBLY

You’ll find two 3 x %" Phillips round-head
body screws at each end of every coach,
diner, and dome car near the centerline,
for a total of four screws under each car.
(Round-ended observation cars have only
three screws, with one being a longer tie
bolt at the tail end.)

It’s easy to access the screw heads on
these cars since theres little underbody
detail in the area. Just flip the car over on a
cradle and use a Phillips head screwdriver.
A smaller flathead can also be used for a
better grip without stripping the heads.

You will also see four smaller Phillips
flat-head screws at each end. These are for
the Kinematic coupler system and don’t
need to be unscrewed unless you plan to
replace the couplers.

Likely, you’ll notice some leftover adhe-
sive between the carbody and the frame.
You'll need to lightly pry the body’s under-
side — while taking care not to damage the
underbody detail - and gently lift each
end of the frame by way of the truck
assembly. This process may involve multi-
ple attempts until you can feel the frame
lifting off from the body. Take your time.

Once you feel the adhesive loosen,
slowly lift the frame from the body. Be
aware of the electrical wire found at one
end of the car - normally in the vestibule
area — spanning from the floor to the ceil-
ing. This is the connection for the LED
lighting system from the truck’s pickup

rollers. While there is some slack in the
wire to simply set the body off to the side
and next to the frame, I recommend
unplugging it for a full separation. You can
then move the body completely out of the
way as the frame is now the primary focus,
while preventing any damage to the wire.
The wire can be unplugged with either a
pair of pliers or by hand.

INSTALLING FIGURES

Placing the frame right-side up again,
you’'ll see the molded seats are ready to be
filled with passengers. Multiple manufac-
turers offer seated figures, including (See
the Spring 2025 issue for a buyer’s guide to
figures — Editor):

= Atlas 0 Premier Madison Heavyweight Pas-
senger Figure Sets (No. 3009950)

= Bachmann Waist-Up Seated Platform Pas-
sengers (No. 33165)

= Evemodel 0 Scale 1:43 All Seated Painted Fig-
ures (No. 4302)

= Golden Gate Depot Little People 1930-1950s
(No.1930)

= Lionel 21" Passenger Scale Figures Pack (No.
83653)

= Preiser 0-Scale Seated Passengers Sets (No.
45077, 65500)

= RMT BeePeople 48 Seated Figures (No.
99417)

= Woodland Scenics Passengers (No. A2731)

While certain figures will fit like a
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glove, others may require some minor
modifications. This will usually involve
cutting the feet and sections of the legs.
I've used a hobby knife and a sanding file
to smooth out the cuts. Regardless of
which figures you purchase and where you
place them in a car, keep in mind their size
and the possible modifications mentioned
when test-fitting prior to gluing.

REASSEMBLY

Once you have your passengers seated and
secured in place from the dried super glue,
it’s time to reassemble the car. First, replug
the wire for the LED lights. When begin-
ning to put the body and frame back
together, I offer these quick tips:

Have the body and frame right-side up
to lower the former onto the latter. Be
mindful of the LED wire during the lower-
ing process to prevent possible pinching.
Take your time.

Once you feel the body lined up and
snapped back into place on the frame, flip
the car over so it rests in the cradle. The
four body screws can then be reinstalled,
thus completing the reassembling and
overall project.

DOMES

Half- and full-length dome cars are also
part of Lionel’s 21" car lineup. While add-
ing passengers in the lower sections
involves the disassembly mentioned above,
adding them to the dome section is a dif-
ferent, yet easy project.

With small tabs molded at each end,
simply lift at one end until the dome pops
right off the roof of the carbody. The seats
are then clearly accessible to add your fig-
ures. The dome can then be popped right
into place.

Enjoy your train now filled with pas-
sengers that breathe new life into what
were empty rows of seats.

Multiple manufacturers offer O-scale seated figures, including Lionel, Atlas,
Golden Gate Depot, and Evemodel.

Two Phillips round-head body
screws can be found on the under-
frame at each end of the car.

Lifting the frame from the body
reveals the plugged wire for the
LED lighting system.

With small tabs molded at each end,
simply lift at one end until the dome
pops right off the roof of the carbody.
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Escape with Jim Steed
to his new layout

STORY BY ROGER CARP // PHOTOS BY JIM STEED

Remember how The Drifters once sang of
the relief they found from the daily rat race by
climbing a stairway to the fresh air and twin-
kling stars on the roof? They invited everyone
to join them in their newly found “paradise
that’s trouble proof”

Lifelong O gauge enthusiast Jim Steed not only
recalls the tune hitting the pop charts in 1964 but he
can also say he has lived it. But where his late wife,
Gayle, and he would escape was not the deck of an
apartment building in a city. They treasured the time
spent in a cabin Gary Denski built for them in the
hills of northern Georgia a few miles from their
home. Gayle, who loved camping as much as her hus-
band, cherished the sweet smells and stunning vistas.

What this thoughtful and warm lady loved as well
was watching Jim create outstanding three-rail layouts
on which to run the Lionel trains he had been enjoy-
ing since boyhood. So as Jim and Gayle furnished
their cabin, transforming it into a refuge from daily .
life, she nudged him to bring over a few locomotives '

and some track. “Time for you to build a layout here” - ﬁ
(e

Once Gayle had lit a fire, Jim, who is as courtly and V
6% -

kind a gentleman as can be imagined, was more than
happy to add fuel. Gary had added on a half-basement “‘
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Jim and Gayle Steed loved
their mountain cabin and
made sure to build a ter-
rific O ga}ui]e layout in it.
" ,ﬂf:"’}f o

H jimso gauge layout fills much of the half-basement in a creekside cabin. He used
seven 4 x 8-foot sheets of plywood to form the tabletop and then painted it.

%

El There's so much to like about Jim's recently completed layout, but maybe what pleases
every visitor is the nonstop action. He can run four trains and two trolleys at once and
hardly ever misses a chance to do so. Lionel Nos. 2032 Erie FAs are among the stars here.

34 Classic Toy Trains = FALL 2025

so Jim could design a layout with the same
personality and sense of tradition as his
Great Georgia Central & Southern RR
(featured in the July 2011 issue of Classic
Toy Trains). Input from Gayle shaped the
development of the Blairsville & Georgia
Southern RR, proudly presented here.

WORKING TOGETHER

When Jim is working on a layout, he never
feels he’s laboring in solitude. Memories of
Gayle sustain him, as do those of his dad.
The close relationship the two men main-
tained traced its roots back to Jim’s child-
hood, when he and his father shared a love
of trains. It began when Jim was four and
received for Christmas of 1946 his first
Lionel set, led by a No. 224 steamer.

The boy knew this toy was magical and
special. It intrigued his father, even though
Frank Steed was carving out a career for
himself in the trucking industry. He had
won state and national “rodeos” for truck-
ers, shiny trophies proving his prowess.

But Frank knew his son was too young
to be given the keys to a truck, so a Lionel
train would have to suffice. Not that the




AT A GLANCE

Jim Steed's Blairsville & Georgia Southern
RR

Gauge: 0
Dimensions: 8 x 21 feet

Track: K-Line, Lionel, Menards (diameters
range from 31+to 54 inches)

Switches: Lionel

Motive power: Lionel (postwar, modern),
MTH, Williams

Rolling stock: Lionel (postwar, modern), MTH

Controls: Lionel type-Z, MTH No. Z-4000 (3)
transformers

Accessories: Hafner, Lionel (postwar, mod-
ern), Marx, MTH, Miller Engineering

Structures: Marx, Menards, Lionel, Plas-
ticville, scratchbuilt

Vehicles: Ertl, Tootsietoy

Figures: Plasticville, Pola

Bl The perky Lionel No. 38684 Pennsylvania
Power & Light Co. Dockside steam engine
only proves that Jim has good taste when it
comes to supplementing his postwar roster
with a few modern pieces. The 0-4-0 leads a
short freight out of the tunnel.

engine and its cars were just going to sit on
a shelf or dash around a simple oval.
Before anyone might have guessed,
including Jim’s wonderful mother, the
elder Steed was encouraging his son to
build a layout. And offering to help him!
As Jim progressed through elementary
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illustration by Kellie Jaeger

Long main lines enable Jim to operate long trains behind postwar and modern locomotives

on his 8 x 21-foot Blairsville & Georgia Southern RR. The numbered arrows correspond to
the numbers in each of the captioned photographs he took for this exclusive article.
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B the solitary traveler waiting for her train at the Marx Girard station watches the No. 2032
Erie FA diesels accelerate. Is the engineer racing the green sportscar?

school, Lionel trains remained a vital part
of his life. He vividly remembered the
thrill of accompanying his father to a large
hardware store in downtown Atlanta in
1950 and watching as his dad emptied his
wallet of $50 to pay for a No. 773 4-6-4
Hudson and tender. Jim still runs that
classic model.
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The bonds between father and son
grew tighter as they turned from Jim’s first
layout to a second and larger one that he
planned after turning 12. Again, they han-
dled every task, from track to wiring, as a
team. Jim enjoyed every second of plea-
sure that layout brought him until the day
he left home to attend Georgia Tech.

5 That NW2 diesel switcher reissued
by Williams hardly stops working. Jim
explains its presence here by noting the
B&GS interchanges with the Seaboard.

PAST KNOWLEDGE

Decades after earning his college degree
and serving with distinction in the Marine
Corps, Jim felt eager to build another lay-
out. His masterpiece will always be the
Great Georgia Central & Southern. Still,
Jim’s most meaningful project may be the
6 x 8-foot layout he constructed for his
dad. “That layout gave the Hudson a nice
home until my father died in 2000 at the
age of 92,” Jim says.

From then on, Jim contented himself
with fine-tuning the GGC&S. Maybe he
picked up a structure to enhance a scene.
Or Gayle might spy at a show a figure or
landscape effect she considered just right.

Jim might have kept puttering with his
three-rail layout, but he finally had to
admit that it was done. The best way to
revive his juices would be to start some-
thing new. And Gayle knew their cabin on
a hill would be perfect for doing just that.

You can envision the rest. Not long
after the Steeds’ vacation home was ready
to be occupied, Jim was downstairs explor-
ing the 10 x 30-foot area and mulling over



what he could do. Everything he had
accomplished on his own and with his
father infused him with confidence about
this project. He quickly reached decisions
about the size and ultimate appearance of
the new layout. Then he got to work!

FAMILIAR TECHNIQUES

The Blairsville & Georgia Southern RR
was going to have a look and feel similar
to that of its big brother. And why not? Jim
and Gayle loved gazing over the GGC&S
and running trains over its multiple main
lines. They appreciated the sense that it
was a postwar railroad. Jim intended to try
for the same, albeit on a smaller scale.

Asked about the track, Jim replied with
a hint of amazement there could even be a
question. “Lionel tubular track from the
postwar era!” Most of the straights and
curves were traditional O gauge pieces.

Jim did opt for wider 42- and 56-diam-
eter sections where he thought it neces-
sary. Those curves came from K-Line and
Menards. Lionel was the source for the
four remote-control switches.

Next, Jim had fun selecting many of the
postwar accessories from his collection
and deciding where they would look best
on the painted tabletop. Among the jewels
he picked out were Lionel Nos. 115 City
Station, 445 Automatic Switch Tower, and
494 Rotary Beacon, along with signals.

Conventional control rules in the Steed
household. It always has and always will.
Jim prefers its simplicity and reliability.

“Okay, Jim. How many vintage Z and
ZW transformers do you use?”

“I wired just a single old type-Z, and it’s
for the accessories. The Blairsville & Geor-
gia Southern runs on the power provided
by three of the No. Z-4000 transformers
from MTH Electric Trains.” Jim answered.

Just when you think you have this vet-
eran O gauger figured out, he surprises
you. But it all makes sense, because the
Z-4000 can handle every task.

STRUCTURES AND MORE
When something succeeds and has done
so for more than half a century, why drop
it? Jim abides by that attitude in his daily
life and applied it to the layout. Here, we're
talking about the structures filling scenes.
That “something” referred to in the
previous paragraph would be the wide
assortment of structures marketed by
Bachmann Bros. for its famous Plasticville
line. Jim and Gayle found dozens of those
popular items at train shows and swap
meets. He therefore had a great many of

Jim can't recall playing with one of Lionel's entertaining motorized units when he was a
youngster. He makes up for being deprived by running this No. 60 Lionelville Trolley.

Talk with Jim about his late father (“he was my best
friend"), and he'll recall his dad winning truck driving
competitions and buying this Lionel No. 773 Hudson.

them to use on this layout, and he did!

In addition to the houses, municipal
and civic buildings, and farm items from
Plasticville, Jim liked a few Marx struc-
tures from postwar days as well as some
made by contemporary manufacturers,
notably Menards. The vehicles put on the
painted roads and the streets fashioned
out of vinyl blinds were by Tootsietoy..

Landscaping has never been a priority
for Jim, so this layout reflects his tradi-
tional approach. The two mountains he
made using cardboard boxes painted to his
liking. Foliage and lichen went on them, as
they did any other spots he thought would
benefit. Trees are vintage Plasticville and
new Scenic Express.

PAST AND PRESENT
Walk along the B&GS and you feel time
has melted away. The Hudson runs as well
now as it did when Frank Steed bought it.
Also sure-footed after so long are the New
York Central F3 diesels and Virginian
Train Master Jim once received as gifts.
The sense of the past is strong in Jim’s
train room, especially when he talks about
his father or remembers camping with
Gayle. But then Jim switches to the pres-
ent, sharing plans to improve scenes or
upgrade his roster. Lionel trains have sus-
tained him through the best as well as the
most challenging times of his life. They
continue to give his life meaning and offer
a proper escape.
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Looking to build a new layout?

Look no further, GarGraves has what you need for your model railroad empire!

We have been manufacturing track, switches, operating
l and special tracks for 80 years.

W - maw\\\\\ﬁ““‘“ﬁwm %

.. - . GarGraves Trackage Corp.
Visit our website, give us a call or stop in to your 8967 Ridge Road

local dealer and ask for GarGraves Track Products. North Rose, NY 14516

www.GarGraves.com 315-483-6577

\_ email gargraves@gargraves.com

ey
.

CALL US FOR HELP
765.292.2022

DIAL 22 FOR CHOO CHOO

. ATLAS

. LIONEL
Mr. Muffin's Trains [ MTH

EMAIL: SUPPORT@MRMUFFINSTRAINS.COM

—

_—

_~IRAINSHOW.LOM

The best place to find Great
Train Shows in America

Greenberg’s Train & Toy Show

Great American Train Shows
Quality Train Shows from coast to coast

Great Midwest Train Show
The best place to buy & sell trains since 1971

2025 SCHEDULE:

Jul 26-27 Oaks, PA - Greater Philadelphia Expo Ctr
Aug 2-3 Monroeville, PA - Convention Center

Aug 3 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fairgrounds
Aug 9-10 Edison, NJ - New Jersey Expo Center
Aug 16-17 Chantilly, VA - Dulles Expo Center

Sep 7 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fairgrounds
Oct 4-5 Del Mar, CA - Del Mar Fairgrounds
Oct 5 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fairgrounds
Oct 25-26 Shakopee, MN - Canterbury Park

Nov 2 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fairgrounds
Nov 22-23 Wilmington, MA - Shriner’s Auditorium
Nov 29-30 Edison, NJ - New Jersey Expo Center
Nov 29-30 Collinsville, IL - Gateway Center

Dec 6-7 Timonium, MD - Maryland State Fair

Dec 7 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fairgrounds
Dec 13-14 Pleasanton, CA - Alameda Fairgrounds
Dec 20-21 Chantilly, VA - Dulles Expo Center

See 2026 shows at Trainshow.com
For Information & Discount Tickets:

Visit www.mthpartsandsales.com
- your source for authentic MTH
service and repair parts

Visit our website to find:

e Easily Searchable Database

e Exploded View Part Lists

* Proto-Sound 3.0 Upgrade Kits

e Service Parts Including Smoke
Fluid & Traction Tires

e Personal Wish List

M.L.

PARTS & SALES LLC %i} @ °
m THE OFFICIAL SOURCE @;,J roug

www.mthpartsandsales.com & o

Contact us: info@mthpartsandsales.com
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©2025 MTH Parts & Sales LLC
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TOY TRAIN PARTS
BUYER'S GUIDE

Parts for a STORY BY RENE SCHWEITZER

variety of
manufacturers
and eras

At one time or another, you'll likely need parts for mak-
ing a repair. Find where to purchase them in this article.
Parts courtesy of Trainz; Cody Grivno photo

ne of the questions we receive quite regularly at Classic Toy Trains is
where to find parts. Sooner or later, it's likely you'll need a part for
your locomotive or rolling stock. It could be as simple as needing
new traction tires or as complicated as a postwar rehab project. In
either case, we have you covered! For each retailer, we've included contact infor-
mation, era(s), and available brand(s).
A special thanks to Scott Griggs of Trainz for his assistance with compiling
this list and providing the parts for the photograph.

Notes: Extensive parts store on eBay.

JLM Trains

joe@jlmtrains.com

jlmtrains.com

Brands: American Flyer, Carlisle & Finch, Elektoy,
Ives, Junior Bridge, Lionel, Marx, Noma

Eras: Prewar, postwar

Notes: JLM manufactures parts and sells rubber
stamps to restore Lionel and Ives items.

Atlas Model Railroad Co., Inc. Era: Postwar !
378 Florence Ave,, Hillside, NJ 07205 Notes: Licensed manufacturer of reproduction Legacy Station
908-687-0880 © Lionel boxes. Download of parts list available. » 4153 Lawrenceville Hwy. Ste 12, Lilburn, GA 30047

cs@atlasrr.com © Offers wholesale parts. 770-339-7780
Brand: Atlas i © legacystation.com
Eras: Modern, digital Hennings Trains ' Brands: American Flyer, Lionel

Notes: Diagrams available for some products 128 South Line St, Lansdale, PA 1944 Eras: Postwar, modern, digital
215-362-2442 Notes: Find available parts under Lionel trains
ebay.com/str/Hennings-Trains or hennings-trains. @ section on website

shoplightspeed.com

East Coast Train Parts
PO Box 604, Englishtown, NJ 07726

732-845-5966 + Brands: American Flyer, Ives, Lionel, MTH, Marx, Lionel Trains
eastcoasttrainparts.com + Williams + 6301 Performance Dr, Concord, NC 28027
Brand: Lionel . Eras: Prewar, postwar, modern, digital 1 586-949-4100 or 800-454-6635
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ERAS DEFINED
Prewar: Before 1945

lionelsupport.com Postwar: 1945-1969 trains@sandwparts.com
Brand: Lionel Modern: 1970-1995 sandwparts.com ;
Eras: Modern, digital Digital: 1996-present Brand: Lionel :

Notes: Search by part number or
SKU

MTH Part & Sales

7393 Washington Blvd,, Ste. 101, Elkridge, MD 21075
mthpartsandsales.com
info@mthpartsandsales.com

Brand: MTH

Eras: Modern, digital

Notes: Includes parts, parts diagrams, manuals,
sound files, and more

Model Train Stuff

7 Glenn Bridge Rd, Ste. B, Arden, NC 28704
modeltrainstuff.com

Brands: Lionel, RMT, Williams by Bachmann
Eras: Modern, digital

Notes: Parts section located under “Trains" tab

Parts4Marx (The Robert Grossman
Co.)

540-724-6279

partsdmarx@gmail.com

partsdmarx.com/shop

Brand: Marx

Eras: Prewar, postwar, modern

Notes: Contact them if you need a part not listed.

Port Lines Hobby Supplies

6 Storeybrooke Dr, Newburyport, MA 01950
888-708-0782

portlines.com

Brands: American Flyer, American Models, Flyer-
ville, Lionel, Mini-Craft, Noma, S-Helper Service
Eras: Postwar, modern, digital

Notes: Specializing in Flyer/S related parts

RFGCO

1 Shore Ave,, Unit 562, Oyster Bay, NY 11771
rfgco.com

Brands: American Flyer, Gilbert, Marx

Eras: Prewar, postwar

Notes: Parts as well as instruction sheets and
service manuals

Rudy’s Toys

207-363-1500

rudystoys.com

Brand: Lionel

Eras: Prewar, postwar, modern, digital

Notes: Service manuals, bulbs, transformer parts,
and more

S&W Parts Supply
762 Whitney Dr, Niskayuna, NY 12309-3018
518-280-5197

Eras: Prewar, postwar
Notes: Inventory varies

i Sommerfeld’s Trains & Hobbies

1 12620 W. Hampton Ave, Butler, WI 53007

262-783-7797

sommerfelds.com

Brands: American Flyer, Ives, Lionel, MTH, Marx,
Williams

Eras: Prewar, postwar, modern, digital

Notes: Inventory varies.

The Train Tender

7607 Gregg Rd., Bloomfield, NY 14469
585-229-2050

ttender.com

Brands: American Flyer, Lionel, Marx

Eras: Prewar, postwar, modern

Notes: Plasticville parts, plus wire and reference
books. Download of parts list available. Owner Jeff

Brands: Atlas, Lionel, MTH

Eras: Prewar, postwar, modern, digital

Notes: Bulb index, Lionel traction tire chart, and
reset codes available on website

Train Repair Parts
trainrepairparts.com

860-324-7462

Brands: American Flyer, Lionel

Eras: Prewar, postwar, modern

Notes: Includes bulbs and Flyer diagrams.

Trains and More LLC
860-432-2124

trainsmore@aol.com

trainsmore.com

Brand: American Flyer

Eras: Prewar, postwar

Notes: Includes bulbs, boxes, and more.

Trains on Tracks LLC

1 76 Rt.101 A, Unit 4, Amherst, NH 03031

603-554-1543

Kane purchased the Stan Orr
line of parts.

Town and Country
Hobbies

973-942-5176
info@towncountryhobbies.
com
stores.towncountryhobbies.
com

Brands: American Flyer, Lio-
nel

Eras: Postwar, modern
Notes: Specializes in Lionel
replacement bulbs. Lamp
guide for Lionel postwar and
MPC eras posted on website.
Closing line of Lionel parts.

Toy Train Factory
Outlet

570-651-3858
toytrainfactory@hotmail.com
toytrainfactoryoutlet.com
Brand: Lionel

Eras: Prewar, postwar
Notes: Inventory listed on
website.

Train Doctor

1 Meridian Rd,, Eatontown, NJ
07724

732-660-7062 or 732-493-
3400
repairs@thetraindoctor.com
thetraindoctor.com

PARTS COMPANIES
OWNED BY TRAINZ

In the past few years, Trainz has pur-
chased a growing number of parts
suppliers. Visit Trainz.com and click on
“train parts” to see its inventory of
more than 30,000 parts.

Athearn HO Parts
(after Athearn sold to Horizon)
Bob Ford
Brasseur's Train Parts
David Corbin
Daves-Twacks-Twains
(American Flyer Parts)
Dew Associates (Drew Waldron)
Dick Lafaschia
Ed's Train Parts (Ed Vanderlinden)
Electric Norman
Empire Hobbies
Gandy Dancers
George Tebolt
H&R Trains
L&N Trains
Lionel, excess parts
McCoy Manufacturing
Miniature Lamp Works (Jill Sisco)
Models Hobby
North Lima Train Works
Nyerges Screw & Bolt
(from Len Carparelli)
Restoration Train Parts
(Chris Rossbach)
Ron Stanczyk (American Flyer Parts)

trainsontracks.com
Brand: Lionel

Eras: Modern, digital
Notes: Inventory varies.

TrainWorx

PO Box 13, Chester
Heights, PA 19017
610-872-4699
trainwx610@aol.com
trainwx.com

Brand: Lionel

Eras: Postwar, modern
Notes: Call or email if a
part isn't listed.

Trainz.com
866-285-5840

Brands: American Flyer,
American, Models, Atlas,
K-line, Lionel, MTH,
Weaver, Williams

Eras: Prewar, postwar,
modern, digital

Notes: Items vary based
on available stock. Use
filters and search on
website. Trainz has digi-
tized all the Lionel post-
war, MPC, and early LTI
service manual exploded
view parts diagrams.
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Weekend workshop

Eagerly awaiting the arriva

his first child, O gauge mod
Donald Haney worked with h
father to design and build a
overhead layout to entertain

his baby son. The project looks
great and operates so well that

Don wanted to share it with any-

one who wants a novel layout.

Building an overhead layout

Perfect for a baby’s room ... or anywhere else

Don Haney truly believes that
toy trains can tighten the bonds
between the generations as well
now in the 21st century as Lionel
and American Flyer claimed they
did during the postwar era.
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY DONALD HANEY

he folks at Classic Toy Trains really liked my ideas for building an overhead
layout. When | confessed that | needed more than a weekend to complete
it, they decided it was worthwhile and had so many practical uses that they

would shift their usual emphasis.

So, you should look at constructing an overhead layout as a “Week-Long
Workshop" rather than a “Weekend Workshop." But by omitting my mistakes,
you can finish this in a few days and have something special.

NEW ADDITION

What motivated me to map out how to
build an overhead O gauge layout was the
arrival of my son in August of 2024. Even
before then, my wife and | were envision-
ing his room. | suggested an operating
model railroad to include the group of plush
characters from Sesame Street we had pur-
chased. | wanted to put them in an O gauge
gondola pulled by a locomotive. My wife
loved the concept, and | began planning.
My son's bedroom is roughly 9 x 15%2
feet, so basically it is a big rectangle. My
idea was to build a shelf layout around the

perimeter of the room. While this seemed
simple, the biggest obstacle | was facing
was the closet, which stuck out about 2 feet
from the wall. And there's a gap that causes
the door of the bedroom to swing open.

| originally thought | could attach the
wood shelves to the closet and then have
a bridge between the door and the wall. To
my surprise, | discovered the closet had no
wall studs in it. Therefore, | had to go into
the closet like a tunnel and then attach the
shelves to the wall inside the closet. Sud-
denly, my project seemed more compli-
cated than | had initially thought.




CORNERS AND CLOSET

My father, who inspired my passion for toy
trains, is an electrical engineer. He used a
CAD program to design exact measure-
ments of the room and determine board
placement and the dimensions (Fig. 1). Us-
ing that information, | went to a hardware
store and bought 6-foot planks that were

8 inches wide plus a 4 x 8-foot sheet of
Y2-inch-thick plywood. | used the six planks
for the straight sections and the plywood
for the curves.

| next painted the wood white, which
matched the décor of the baby's room
that was a grayish blue with white accents
on the window frames and closet doors
(Fig. 2). After the coats of paint had dried,
| measured the sections of wood, begin-
ning with what | was going to need for the
corners of the room. Using a reciprocating
saw, | cut out four pieces from the plywood
to support the curved sections of three-rail
track (Fig. 3).

Once | had cut out the pieces, | painted
their edges to match everything else. Then
| investigated how to turn my closet into
a tunnel. Using a jab saw with a drywall
blade, | made my first cuts into the holes
of my drywall on the closet. Once | had a
decent-sized hole, | switched to using an
extra-fine blade on a hacksaw to make
the cutouts for the tunnel’s entrance and
exit (Fig. 4). After plenty of effort, | had the
two entrance and exit points for my layout.
Then it was time for my father and me to
start hanging things.

Fig. 2. After purchasing six 6-foot-long planks
plus a single 4 x 8-foot sheet of Y2-inch-thick
plywood from a hardware store, Don took
them home and gave each of them several
coats of white paint.
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Fig. 1. Don's father used his knowledge in engineering to create this
CAD (computer-aided design) drawing of the overhead layout to be
built in the 9 x 15%2-foot baby's room.

Fig. 3. Moving forward, Don cut out four
identical pieces from the white-painted sheet
of plywood to use to support the curved sec-
tions of three-rail track. You can see that this
one is ready to install.

Fig. 4. Don had to treat the adjacent closet as
a tunnel; so, he had to cut entrance and exit
“portals” into the drywall. After he had made
a large hole, he used a hacksaw with an
extra-fine blade to finish the task.
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STUDS AND SHELVES

Locating the studs in the room turned out to be challenging be-
cause my two stud finders came up with crazy readings. Typically,
studs are placed about every 16 inches. Not in the house my wife
and | had purchased! Also, some of the walls had a thin sheet of
plywood behind them. Dad and | were going to have to improvise.

Once we found one stud, we used basic math and a few test
holes to estimate where the next one would be using the 16-inch
method. While this was not the most efficient way, it worked and |
was able to find the studs in the room.

Next, | found some shelf brackets at the hardware store that
seemed perfect. They had an 8-inch shelf, the perfect length for my
boards. They also had a white plastic cover that hid the screw holes
and matched the white design | was going for.

| put the first piece at the corner over the entrance of the door. |
got my bracket, placed it over the stud, and began to drill it into the
wall. I quickly learned that my 2-inch-long No. 10 zinc screws were
too long, so | switched to screws 1%z inches long. | discovered the
heads of the zinc screws snapped off, so | opted for stainless-steel
screws intended for sheet-metal applications. They fit in well, and
nothing broke off (Fig. 5).

| made sure the brackets held the shelves evenly so the track

all thejshelf Brackets. They began over the entrance of the
ensive washers worked really well for making sure
s were hung evenly and level.

would be level all the way around the room. | relied on washers
purchased at the hardware store to even out the shelves. It took
more time than expected, but as my father assured me that doing
everything right the first time would be the key to success. Another
gem of wisdom from Dad.

CORNERS FIRST

With the necessary brackets installed for my corner piece, | was
ready to put the first corner into place. | had left a notch at the end
of the piece so | could insert it into the entrance of the tunnel and
the other end would fit in the 90-degree corner of the wall.
However, | soon figured out that none of the corners of the walls of
our house are exactly 90 degrees. They're close, but a perfect cor-
ner was not fitting in flush against the wall. Thus began the game
of sanding and trimming the corner down to fit it flush.

Once my father and | got the corner just right, we put it in
place, screwed it into the bracket, and so had one piece installed
and ready to go. It took about 6 hours to cut the holes in the wall
for the tunnel, locate the studs in the wall, install the brackets, and
place one corner piece onto the wall. Longer than | imagined but
now | had learned it.

Day two of installation started with attaching the second
corner piece on the other side of the wall. After making a few ad-
justments, | got it on the wall. | used a string to go from one corner

e first corner piece, Don and his father
cond one. They used a string to go from one
other to make sure everything was level.

to the other to make sure everything was level (Fig. 6). | left about
8 inches from the ceiling to the shelves for two reasons: It was the
lowest | could go around the window frames, and it guaranteed |
would be able to run about any type of toy train.

ALONG THE WALL

My farther and | attached the long boards along the wall going
from one end to the other. As we went along, we discovered the
wall wasn't flat, so we had to sand down the edges of some boards
to ensure snug and secure fits. Next, we had to see how to secure
the pieces along the wall where the windows were. We had a piece
that would go just over the window, but the brackets we could get
on that wall were holding up the corner pieces. Then we saw the
windows were framed out in the drywall, so also was the wood we
could attach on top of the window (Fig. 7).

Using the tiny three-hole L-braces, we secured the boards
above the window to the boards in the wall and made our way
around the room. The final thing | did gave the boards extra sup-
port. Using four-hole splice plates, | attached each board piece
together to make sure everything was level and secure. | needed
about three full days of work to get the boards securely fastened.
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Fig. 7. To secure the straight
sections along the walls and 1
over the windows, Don and

his dad used tiny three-hole
L-braces to secure the boards

above the window to the
boards in the wall.




TRACK AND ACCESSORIES

I had a supply of Lionel FasTrack from a previous layout, so | used
those old pieces. | discovered that conductivity was a problem,
especially as the track got older. To eliminate this issue, | soldered
each piece together, so every piece of track had perfect conductiv-
ity going to it (Fig. 8). While this was tedious work, if | did it right
the first time | would never have to go back later to fix anything.

The biggest challenge was some of the FasTrack sections
did not have notches cut into them, most notably the 30-inch
straights. To have the wires fit nicely underneath the roadbed of
the track, | needed to file down some notches in the track. In the
end, it was all worth the effort. Lastly, | wanted to reduce the sound
because, to be frank, FasTrack screwed down on wood is loud. |
bought a roll of %-inch-thick cork to go under the track.

With accessories, | wanted to be simple. Why should the layout
look crowded. Also, | didn't have a lot of empty space to work with,
as the clearance on either side of the track was about 2 inches.

On the one wall | put a FasTrack illuminated grade crossing. It
was 2 inches longer than | wanted, so | filed it down to fit it on the
board. Using my fine-tooth hacksaw, | shaved off an inch from each
side of the grade crossing. Additionally, | buffed out the insulated
section on the track, so the gate would operate longer than the
standard 5-inch section of track provided with the accessory.

On the other side, | added three Lionel illuminated billboards. |
customized them to tie them to my family. | created advertising for
my mom's community band, my father-in-law’s electrical business,
and an ice-cream shop my wife and | patronize. | wired them to the
sections so they used track power (Fig. 9). | finished by securing in
place two FasTrack girder bridges. On the blank girders | wrote my

Fig. 8. Using old Lionel FasTrack sections from a previous O gauge
layout saved money, but Don discovered that electrical conductiv-
ity was an issue. He solved that problem by soldering each piece
together, so every piece of track had perfect conductivity going to it.

Fig. 9. Don wired a few trackside accessories along the right-of-way.
Besides a FasTrack grade crossing, he added three Lionel illuminated

son's name with 2-inch-high commercial decals.

billboards with his customized artwork.

POWER IT UP

To finish the project, | had
to add power. | remembered
seeing an electric outlet
inside the closet and knew
it would work beautifully for
the Lionel CW80 Trans-
former | planned to use. |
could put it on the corner
piece inside the closet and
wouldn't need to hide the
cord of the transformer
because it would already be
hidden inside the closet.
The last addition was
a gray felt tunnel portal |
drew up to match the hole
created in the closet. Then |
made sure to test everything
and was really pleased with
my project.

TRAIN TIME

| had been dreaming about my son'’s first model
train. We all remember our first engines, and |
wanted my son’s first experience to be memora-
ble. Since we live in New Jersey and the Penn-
sylvania RR has always been one of my favorite
railroads, | decided a Pennsy K4 4-6-2 Pacific
steam engine would be the perfect choice.

| tracked down a Lionel No. 2132110 LionChief
PRR Pacific. It runs using either Bluetooth or the
LionChief universal remote, which turned out to
be perfect for my son’s small hands. | used MTH
RailKing freight cars. | placed the Sesame Street
figures in a gondola and used a piece of gaffer
tape and a strip of black garden wire to secure
them. They worked perfectly for all the characters
except for Oscar the Grouch. He lives in a trash
can and stands a bit taller, so | used a strip of
hook-and-loop fastener to hold him in place.

| finished the overhead layout about a month
before Patrick William was born. The first thing
we did when we brought him home was show
him his room and run the train (Fig. 10).

At only five days old, he looked in the direc-
tion of the train noises and had a look on his face
like he knew this was going to be fun and get only
better as he grew older. And that, as my wife and
| can attest, is how it has been for him.

(® TRAINS.COM MEMBERS» WATCH A VIDEO OF THIS LAYOUT

Fig. 10. Sights like this one of a porthole caboose
disappearing into a tunnel portal have amused
Patrick William from his earliest days. His smiles
made the project worthwhile.
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NAP TIME
TO SHOW TIME

NORM JURGEN ENGAGES HIS FAMILY IN
O GAUGE MODELING

STORY BY ROGER CARP // PHOTOS BY NORM JURGEN

Lionel’s TrainMaster

Command Control and hree great-looking levels of O time on his three-rail display. Stella often
Legacy facilitate the gauge operation characterize will join her husband, as will their son,
sophisticated operation Norm Jurgen's layout. They Kurt, if he’s visiting mom and dad.
desired by Norm and his . L .- .

; promise entertaining activity Are you surprised to read that all three
son, Kurt. They appreciate h he fli itch — which h b £ the close-kni |
everything that can be whenever he flips a switch — which he members of the close-knit Jurgen clan
done with those systems does just about every evening after his have a love for the 16 x 18-foot layout?
when operating locomo- wife, Stella, and he finish dinner. Pushing ~ Asked about it, Norm shrugs his shoulders
tives, including the Lionel himself away from the table and politely and replies that his wife and son have been
No. 84067 Milwaukee Road excusing himself, this veteran hobbyist engaged in the development and operation

4-8-4 Hiawatha steamer in
the photo shown at the
top of this page.

looks forward to announcing that it's show  of the railroad from its beginning. In fact,



£

Eona glorious afternoon in June, a newly married couple (left) prepares to embark on their honeymoon in a vintage roadster. Maybe

"'M-" ﬁ o, ihw R e -'

they'll be boarding the Milwaukee Road passenger train that is going by on its way to the station in Jurgen Valley.

toy trains have been big parts of Kurt’s life
since he was born almost 30 years ago.
When other infants were napping, he was
accompanying his father to hobby stores,
where he was introduced to every aspect
of model railroading from N scale all way
up to O gauge. It’s really quite a story, one
that’s sure to inspire other dads and grand-
fathers eager to bring a new generation
into model railroading.

EVERYTHING'S RELATIVE

Layouts have been Norm’s stock in trade
since his childhood. The scale of the trains
entrancing him has changed, but the rela-
tive size of the displays he’s constructed
has remained nearly the same. To be spe-
cific, they have tended to be rectangular,
with the sides being approximately twice
as long as the ends.

Let’s turn the calendar back to the
1970s. Norm, already in elementary
school, received a starter set for Christmas
and couldn’t quit playing with it. But the
Santa Fe steam engine and tender were
built to HO scale proportions rather than
O gauge. Was Norm disappointed without
a Lionel train? Not at all! Even at the age
of seven, he knew how to run the locomo-
tive and cars in the Tyco set.

Norm’s memories of how entertaining
his boyhood layout had been never dimin-
ished, even after he put the HO trains
aside for almost a decade after graduating
from high school. Once he had married
and become a father, though, he felt the

hobby tugging him back. Wisely, he
offered up no resistance.

To the contrary, Norm jumped back
into model railroading, although in a
manner hardly conventional. Not too
many men encouraged their spouses to
return to work early while they took a
three-month leave from their job to care
for a newborn. But that’s what Norm did

after Kurt was born. Besides handling the
chores involved with a baby, he enjoyed
pushing Kurt in his stroller for long walks
each day. Train stores and hobby shops
became their regular destinations.

“As long as I was there,” Norm rational-
ized, “I might as well buy a section or two
of track or possibly a freight car” He sel-
dom departed without some kind of
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B Local residents have walked over to an observation area to admire the Union Pacific
FEF 4-8-4 Northern creeping through town with refrigerator cars behind. The impressive

Lionel product (No. 11131) may be the mightiest locomotive on Norm's roster.
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El the elegant paint scheme sported by Milwaukee Road 4-8-4 No. 260 truly makes it one

FF i
dy) s

€
oty

of Norm's favorites. He particularly likes the orange stripes with maroon highlights, along
with the range of details done in the same warm shades.

model railroad item tucked into the metal
tray attached to Kurt’s stroller. Only at that
time in his life, Norm was indulging a
newly discovered interest in N scale.

Maybe Norm was thinking smaller
because Kurt was so tiny. Or N scale pieces
were all the family’s budget would permit
him to purchase. Whatever the reason, he
enjoyed the novelty of the 1:180 propor-
tion models and soon completed a layout
measuring 40 x 60 inches. Again, the size
seemed just perfect.

2 R = X i

I A different Milwaukee Road steam locomotive beautifully decked out in the legendary

READY TO GROW

As Kurt grew, his parents seemed more
determined to keep broadening his hori-
zons when it came to railroading. They
traveled from their home to nearby com-
munities to visit other hobby stores. Those
memorable journeys elicited big smiles
from the little fellow while they enabled
his dad to expand his roster of N scale
models. Family trips also encompassed
visits to well-known tourist railroads and
many other great scenic sights. Norm and

Hiawatha scheme passes laborers patching the street near the grade crossing. In the near
distance, folks in the trailer enjoy watching the handsome steamer drift by.
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Stella’s enthusiasm for the hobby matured
as fast as their son did.

Somehow, just as no one remembered
when Kurt stopped acting like a little boy
and took on the posture and emotions of a
young man, Norm became less enamored
with N scale and felt drawn to O gauge.
The bigger trains and the bells and whis-
tles associated with them swayed him. The
products reaching the market in the 1990s
and early 2000s seemed superior to any-
thing offered in the past, and so Norm
concluded building a three-rail layout
promised a lot of fun.

What Norm envisioned was a large rail-
road incorporating three levels of action.
Areas would have themes, some leaning
toward realism and others toward whimsy.
All those years of being a highly motivated
and engaged dad had shown him the
importance of acting in a playful manner,
especially with trains.

Eager to build a railroad unique in its
personality and operation, Norm pro-
ceeded at a steady pace, with the backing
and insights of his wife and son. The main
level stood 38 inches off the floor; higher
ones were erected 6 inches and 11 inches
above. Sheets of construction-quality ply-
wood served as the tabletop and grid sup-
port for the layout, with the framework
consisting of several 2 x 6-inch pieces of
construction-grade spruce. Select plywood
3/8 inches in thickness went on next for
the roadbed.

Those components provided a solid
foundation for the sections of Lionel Fas-
Track Norm secured with screws. The
outer loops featured O-72 curves and
straights; the inner ones had slightly
tighter O-60 pieces. If Norm had to do it
all over again, he would have gone exclu-
sively with O-72. His O-72 switches have
been more reliable when it comes to per-
formance and avoiding derailments.

COMMAND CONTROL RULES
From dipping his toes into the waters of
command control when he entered the O
gauge hobby, Norm has over time pushed
off to dive into the deep end of the pool
with Lionel’s patented systems. At this
point, he declares, every steam and diesel
locomotive on this modest roster comes
from that famous manufacturer and oper-
ates via TrainMaster Command Control.
A few newer models depend on the Legacy
system Lionel brought out to supersede
TrainMaster Command Control.

Oddly enough, what persuaded Norm
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AT A GLANCE

Norm Jurgen'’s 0 gauge layout

Dimensions: 16 x 18 feet

Track and switches: Lionel FasTrack

(diameters range from 60 to 72 inches)

Motive power: Lionel
Rolling stock: Lionel

Controls: Lionel Nos. 22983 180-watt
PowerHouses (9), CW-80 transformer

(5) with TrainMaster Command Control

Accessories: Lionel, MTH

Structures: Department 56, Lionel,
MTH, Woodland Scenics

Vehicles: Altaya, Atlas Editions, Corgi,
Detail Cars, Eligor Models, IST Models,
IX0, Minichamps, Oxford Diecast,
Premium Classixxs Models, Premium
X, Signature Models, Spark Models,
Starline Models, Vitesse, Woodland
Scenics

Figures: Arttista, Lionel, Woodland
Scenics

¢

16"0"

illustration by Kellie Jaeger - 1
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B 1wo first-generation diesel switchers from Lionel handle their latest assignments while
patrons of Stella's Diner focus on their eggs and coffee. The Creamsicle illuminated bill-
board comes from the MTH line (product No. 30-90089).
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B3 Flowerbeds filled with tulips and several vintage automobiles fill downtown Jurgen Valley with stunning color. No wonder passengers
aboard the Milwaukee Road’s famed “Beaver Tail” observation car crowd by the windows to catch a glimpse.

of the superiority of command control
over the traditions of conventional mode
was something Norm had observed as a
youngster, long before TrainMaster Com-
mand Control ever made its debut. When
he was growing up, a neighbor operated
Mirklin trains using a type of remote con-
trol. What Norm remembered about the
ease and enjoyment of operation never left
his thoughts, and so he promised himself
to install something similar on his O
gauge railroad.

Behind the control panel where Norm
feels at home he counts nine Lionel 180-
watt PowerHouses. They provide all the
power necessary for operating four trains
at once over the nine blocks actively con-

trolled by TrainMaster Command Control.

The different Lionel and MTH operat-
ing accessories on the layout range from
water towers to animated billboards and
from oil derricks to streetlights. They pick
up current through a bank of five No.
14198 CW-80 transformers.
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A BUDDY'’S HELP

“Don’t forget to mention I named my lay-
out the Jurgen-Lynch RR,” our host says,
“to show my gratitude to a good friend
and fellow O gauge enthusiast, Owen
Lynch” Retired after a career involved
with railroading in Canada, Owen helped
plan this three-rail display while offering
plenty of great suggestions.

Norm, his confidence boosted, moved
forward when developing the scenery in
familiar ways. He began by fashioning the
base out of pieces of Styrofoam insulation
and crumpled sheets of tracing paper,
which he proceeded to cover with plaster-
infused cloth and Hydrocal modeling
material. Hobby pigments colored the
hardened shell. While the paints were wet,
Norm sprinkled on various shades and
textures of commercial grass, lichen soil,
and turf.

Several of the scenic effects Norm liked
best came from Woodland Scenics. He
created roads using its Top Coat Asphalt

and Smooth-It Road products. Marshes
were made out of Realistic Water and Sur-
face Water. Finally, artificial snow from
Woodland Scenics fell where appropriate
in the mountains.

The forests Norm developed for his lay-
out that always capture attention from
viewers derived from a few sources.
Department 56 provided winter birches
and pines, along with trees showing signs
of an early frost or without leaves. From
Scenic Express, Norm bought miniature
lodgepole pines and ponderosa pines. He
had an impressive group of evergreens.

THREE AREAS

Norm expresses his greatest pride in the
three areas given special identities because
of the structures and details there. Build-
ings marketed by Department 56, Lionel,
MTH, and Woodland Scenics became the
blocks by which Norm developed down-
town districts and residential neighbor-
hoods were planned. Other spots came



. Quite a cIever move to excavate a cave in an otherwise solld rock formatlon and then arrange hikers. The vignette captures the attention
of visitors who might ignore the area. The powerful Lionel No. 28850 New York Central GP30 road diesel is another reason they linger there.

together thanks to different structures and
commercial figures.

The main community is known as Jur-
gen Valley. A thriving settlement, it boasts
a railroad station, a department store, a
conservatory, a police station, and two
apartment houses. Nothing out of the
ordinary there. However, visitors had bet-
ter beware of the haunted house, known to
be inhabited by ghosts and ghouls.

Safer for everyone is the village of
Lynchmont. Besides having passenger
depots, an organic farm, a schoolhouse,
and many houses, it includes a prominent
tourist attraction: Santa’s Village. Com-
posed of snow-covered porcelain struc-
tures from Department 56, it’s the perfect
place to stroll after a visit to the stately
cathedral in town.

Most enchanting is St. Maris. Norm
won't say why he added a medieval Irish
hamlet to his layout. Maybe leprechauns
invaded his home in the middle of the
night and arranged items from the Dick-
ens Village segment of the Department 56
product line. There is also a diner and a
train shed from MTH and a hardware
store and a paint retailer from Woodland
Scenics. Trains arrive at the commuter sta-
tion once every weekday.

READY FOR MORE
Stella and Kurt, always listening to Norm
talk about the railroad, might have con-

cluded he was satisfied with what amounts
to his first three-rail layout. And he’ll
admit to having accomplished more than
he imagined he could when he started.
Their encouragement plus insights from
Owen made a huge difference.

All the same, like most O gauge model-
ers, Norm has begun thinking about his
next effort. “I'm thrilled with this one,” he
told us, “but I'm looking forward to build-
ing a layout with a different configuration.
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It will have as a key feature a dedicated rail
yard, where I can park and move around
my many freight cars”

When the time comes to start on the
next layout, Norm can count on input
from his family. Kurt in particular looks
forward to helping, ever grateful to his dad
for the fun they’ve had together since he
was an infant eager to stay awake when the
two of them skipped naps and visited train

stores long, long ago.
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8] Bearing down on the main line, just in time for Norm to snap a great photo, is a unit tank
train headed by Burlington Northern road diesel 5716. The Lionel No. 84282 General Electric
U33C comes equipped with Legacy command control.
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LITTLE SECRETS ABOUT LIONELS

NO. 3494-550 MONON
OPERATING BOXCAR

C ollectors and operators of Lionel
trains from the postwar era seek to
acquire the 29 cataloged entries in
the No. 6464 series of near-scale O gauge
boxcars. Their enthusiasm often inspires
them to look as well for the operating ver-
sions Lionel brought out. Among the most
desirable of them is the No. 3494-550
Monon, cataloged for two years (1957 and
’58) and offered only for separate sale.
While many postwar cars have a num-
ber of variations to collect because Lionel
often modified them as the years pro-
gressed, the Monon operating boxcar has
only one. Or does it? I'll let you in on
secrets about this collectible model.

BASIC FACTS

According to the first volume of Green-
berg’s Guide to Lionel Trains, 1945-1969
(2001) the 3494-550 used an unpainted
plastic maroon shell made using the Type
IIb body mold. It used white heat-stamp-
ing for the lettering of the number on the
boxcar. In addition, a white-painted band
stretched across the top of the roofline.
“THE HOOSIER LINE” was heat-stamped
in maroon on top of that white band
painted along the roofline.

This car came with bar-end metal
trucks and a brake wheel. It had unpainted
maroon doors with multiple tack boards
that came with a white-painted upper
stripe on the doors to match with the
white stripe painted along the roofline.

LITTLE SECRETS

When Lionel first produced the Monon
Operating Boxcar, a key part of the road
data, “BLT 6-57 BY LIONEL,” was
stamped on both long sides. However, as it
continued to be produced, the stamping of
the built date on the operating side of the
boxcar started to decline. Only this ele-
ment of the heat stamping got worse as
production went on. It kept fading and
eventually deteriorated almost completely.

52 Classic Toy Trains = FALL 2025

Nobody talks about a
collectible variation

STORY AND PHOTOS
BY JERRY RINDONE

Lionel cataloged the highly desirable No. 3494-550 Monon Operating Boxcar in
both 1957 and '58. When this action-packed freight car was first produced, the
“BLT 6-57 BY LIONEL" stamped on both long sides was clear and complete. Also,
the blue figure installed inside had his left arm extending away from his body.
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Over the course of production, the built d
3494-550 faded and eventually disappeared. In addition, Lionel decided to sub-
stitute a blue figure whose left arm was adjacent to his body. Designers probably
made that change to resolve a problem caused by the first figure.

ate stamped on the operating side of the
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Lionel changed out the blue rubberized
figure, too. In the early production run,
the left arm of the man extended up and
away from the body. Later, Lionel substi-
tuted a figure whose left hand was adja-
cent to the body. It probably made that
change because the extended arm on the
first figure sometimes would interfere with
the opening and operating of the sliding
door when the operation was energized.

Lionel made one more change to the
Monon operating boxcar during produc-
tion. It initially used a small standard

screw to attach the plastic shell to the
metal frame. Assembly workers later
switched to a Phillips head type of screw
to attach the shell.

A final point: Personal observation and
logic suggest that more Monon operating
cars with faded or missing built dates
should exist and therefore be worth less
than examples with sharp and full dates.
But experience tells me that the those later
models are selling for higher prices in auc-
tions. Let’s see how the toy train market
responds to this article.



CLASSIC TOY

TRAINS

SAVE 027%

GET 1 YEAR OF CLASSIC TOY TRAINS FOR AS LOW AS $37.95

Twoo lavout visits: New Jersey and Washington state

g CLASSIC TOVY "

In each issue of Classic Toy Trains magazine, you'll get:

" LioNEL'S
ALL-NEW . . .
ey e e __- SD50 » Repair & maintenance tips

» Track plans & toy train layouts
» In-depth profiles of prewar and postwar collectibles
» Insights on collecting & operating toy trains

PLUS, get our weekly e-newsletter, early access to
digital issues, live workshop webcam, and Track Plan
Database on Trains.com!

trains.com

VIDEO




A highlight of the display
of the late Dan Olson’s
American Flyer preproduc-
tion items at the National
Toy Train Museum is this
concept model of an Alco
PA diesel decorated for
the Southern Pacific. As
the mirror reveals, design-
ers at the A.C. Gilbert Co.
painted and lettered the
diesel on the shell of a
Santa Fe Alco.

EXTRAORDINARY AMERICAN FLYER

MOCK-UPS ON DISPLAY

The National Toy Train Museum features rare models

STORY BY ROGER CARP // PHOTOS BY CHASE KIRKLAND

_’ Great Layouts You Can Visit!, the

brand-new 100-page special-
interest publication coming soon from
Classic Toy Trains, takes readers on a tour
of 15 fantastic toy train displays across the
United States that are open to the public.
Besides operating O, S, and Standard
gauge railroads, there are many informa-
tive and entertaining exhibits.

Standing out among the museums,
clubs, and other facilities showcasing toy
trains is the National Toy Train Museum,
located in Ronks, Pa., not far from the
larger and better-known communities of
Strasburg, Lancaster, and York nestled
near the Susquehanna River in the central
part of the Pennsylvania. Our magazine
has in the past shone light on the many
outstanding operating layouts and fasci-
nating exhibits of vintage American toy
trains at the National Toy Train Museum.
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Now we're pleased to present the latest
attraction at the museum — a curated dis-
play of the extraordinary American Flyer
engineering mock-ups, paint samples, and
other preproduction models that formed
the collection of the late Dan Olson. [Clas-
sic Toy Trains featured his collection in its
July 1995 issue. — Editor]

This superb exhibit
came together through the
generosity of Bret Olson
and the hard work of
American Flyer experts
Gary Baloun, Dennis Tichi,
and Gilbert Uhler.

Dan was fortunate
enough to attend the series
of auctions held in the late
1960s that offered so many
of the unique pieces once
held in the Engineering

GREAT LAYOUTS
YOU CAN VISIT!

ORDER YOUR COPY AT
SHOPTRAINS.COM OR

Department of the A.C. Gilbert Co. He
acquired a large number of those rare and
desirable models.

Even better, Dan worked with the
Maury Romer, who had supervised the
development of American Flyer trains and
accessories during the postwar era, to
learn about the design and pur-

pose of the dozens of rare
locomotives, cars, and acces-
sories he had purchased.
Romer also assisted Dan in
authenticating them.

Here and in future issues of
CTT, we will visit the National
Toy Train Museum to discover
the treasures in Dan’s collec-
tion of American Flyer rari-
ties. These treasures should
entice you to make a visit to
the museum a priority.

CALL 877-243-4903.




The display of the late Dan Olson’s American Flyer engineer-
ing mock-ups, paint samples, and other preproduction mod-
els occupies part of the National Toy Train Museum.

Members of the Engineering Department at A.C. Gilbert
Co. fabricated wood mock-ups, including one for what
became the American Flyer No. 25071 Tie-Jector Car
(right), to instruct model makers on how to proceed
with work on various items. They also studied products
made by other manufacturers, such as the wood kit

for an HO scale snowplow by Ambroid, to get ideas for
what they could make.

The notes and tags provided by Maury Romer, based on his
memories of what designers intended, serve as valuable

sources of information to appreciate and learn from items in
Dan'’s collection, such as this No. 23786 Talking Station.

Thanks to the prototype in the Dan Olson exhibit at the
National Toy Train Museum, we know that engineers at
Gilbert, accustomed to installing a whistle mechanism
inside a billboard, were considering placing the device
inside a structure meant to represent the firm's factory.
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Rene Schweitzer (left)
and Lionel's Product
Manager Megan Fraser
met in May to discuss
how Lionel develops ac-
cessories. Ben Lake photo

THE LIFE CYCLE OF A

LIONEL ACCESSORY

Learn how this iconic brand develops new items for your layout

BY RENE SCHWEITZER

Rene Schweitzer: We're at Lionel Trains’ headquarters in Concord, North
Carolina, and I am here with Meghan Fraser, product manager. We're going
to talk about accessories! How many accessories, on average, does Lionel

produce each year?

Mehgan Fraser: Typically, we will produce anywhere from two to six new
accessories per catalog cycle. It really depends on what type of themes we
might be supporting throughout the year.

RS: Where does Lionel get ideas for its
accessories?

IVIF: We have a large collection of tooling
that we have utilized throughout the years.
We also take a look at trends or themes
that might be popular. There are lots of
different ways we might want to reintro-
duce or use tooling throughout the year.

RS: Let’s say you have a brand-new idea

for an accessory. How long from start to
finish until the item is released?
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MIF: It can take anywhere from six months
to more than a year to develop a new
accessory. It depends on the amount of
engineering that’s involved. If it’s a
licensed product, it would depend on
approvals from the various licensors that
we have. If it is new tooling [starting from

scratch], that can take a lot longer [than] if

we're utilizing existing tooling.

RS: That’s actually a pretty speedy turn-
around. I was thinking it would take two
years or more.

IVIF: We have a great engineering team

+ that’s always willing to work through

development on different engineering

| projects, like accessories.

! RS: What kind of challenges might come

up as you design an accessory?

i MF: There are a lot of different challenges
| that can happen. We're always trying to

1 incorporate new technology in our acces-

sories. We also are working within budget

i guidelines. Some of the tooling that we're
i utilizing is old. Are there any repairs that

need to be made on this tooling?

RS: We have two accessories here — one
classic, one newer; [let’s talk about] the
Lionel Gateman, first released in 1935.

| MF: Thisisa really popular accessory. The

Automatic Gateman has been around for a

. long time, and it’s a perennial favorite. It is

something that we do almost every few
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The No. 2329300 Patriots Salute Gateman was first cataloged by The No. 2329340 Lionel Theatre reuses existing tooling. However,
Lionel in 2023. This new accessory features a saluting soldier and this popular new accessory features an updated marquee with

an American flag instead of a crossbucks. Photo courtesy of Lionel flashing lights. It was first cataloged in 2023. Photo courtesy of Lionel
years. We try to find different ways to . about the other new accessory we have coming up with different movie titles. And

make it new and fun. This particular gate- : [Lionel Theatre, No. 232934]. This is an
man is our Patriots Salute Gateman (No. | example of reusing existing tooling.
2329300). It has the classic look, but we
changed it a bit. It has a new [figure]

again, this [the marquee] is now a tool; the
marquee can then continue on for use on
this building and others for years to come.
MF: Correct. About two years ago, we cel-
sculpted in it, with a soldier ebrated Disney’s 100th
giving a salute as the anniversary. When we did
engines go by. And rather "WE'RE ALWAYS that, we also started looking
than the classic crossbucks at tooling that we had and
that are usually here, we TRYING TO how that tooling could fit
switched to a flag instead. INCORPORATE into utilizing Disney’s anni-
This Gateman is a perfect WSS (0] B8 versary. We created this
example of how we can OGY IN OUR marquee that was used for
reuse a classic accessory. ACCESSORIES” the front of this building,
not only to celebrate Dis-
ney’s 100th, but also to
become kind of a classic. So
while the building itself was existing tool-
ing, we tooled up a brand-new marquee,
with the fun alternating lighting on the
front. Our creative team had a lot of fun

RS: That’s great. You can build on what
you have and add it to other products.
What'’s your favorite accessory?

MF: This [the Lionel Theatre] is actually
one of my favorite accessories. 'm also a
huge fan of Lionel’s Haunted House [No.
14072, cataloged in 2001]. It has lots of
action, lots of different sounds. Over the
years, as you work on these projects,
almost every single one that you’ve kind of
had a hand on becomes your favorite.

RS: How do you decide
how long something is cata-
loged? I realize the Automatic Gateman
may be an exception because it’s been
around for so many decades.

RS: That’s true. There are many favorites!
I really appreciate you taking the time to
talk about accessories with me.

MF: Typically we have about one or two
dozen accessories that are what we call
“active items.” Those are ones that get cat-
aloged year after year. When we introduce
a new item into the catalog, it can go any-
where from one to two catalog cycles.
Some of it depends on how much stock we
have left over after we've ordered it; we
obviously have minimum order quantities
from the factory. And if an accessory gains
a lot of popularity, it gets considered to
become an active item.

RS: That makes sense. You’'ll keep reor- : : e ;
dering if the demand is there. Let’s talk ¥ Do el . e RN

Lionel's engineering department features an
in-house test track to evaluate accessories

and other products. Rene Schweitzer photo

@ TRAINS.COM>» WATCH A VIDEO OF THIS INTERVIEW, AND VISIT TRAINS.COM FOR MORE BEHIND-THE-SCENES VIDEOS FEATURING LIONEL! 57
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MTH RailKing Alco RSD-5 diesel locomotive

he RSD-5 diesel loco-
I motive was produced by

Alco from 1952 through
1956. Just over 200 of these
units were produced, a small
quantity compared to the
more than 1,200 RS-3s Alco
produced earlier in the same
decade. The RSD-5s produced
1,600 hp with just over 71,000
pounds of tractive effort. The
three-axle trucks, each axle
with a traction motor, allowed
these locomotives to have an
increase in tractive effort com-
pared to their predecessors.

MTH cataloged this model
in April 2023, and it was deliv-
ered in February 2024. This
was the first release of the
RSD-5 since 2018. Inside the
box, the locomotive is tightly
packed in plastic and foam.
Foam inserts prevent the
trucks from shifting while the
model is boxed. The separately
applied handrails and stan-
chions are protected by the
inserts as well.

Once again, MTH has pro-
duced a fantastic model at an
entry-level pricing. This
RailKing unit comes in the
scale proportions and operates
on the manufacturer’s Digital
Command System with Proto-
Sound 3.0, or conventionally.

This RailKing version of
Alco’s classic road switcher
design measures at 14% inches
in length, slightly longer than
1:48 scale compared to the
56Y%: foot prototype. The
model includes a die-cast
truck frame, pilots, and fuel
tank. It weighs 4 pounds, 8
ounces. It also comes with
dual flywheel motors power-
ing each truck, thus putting in
2.1 pounds of pulling power.

This model does not fea-
ture fixed pilots, a feature we
may expect on a smaller loco-
motive in the Premier line.
ElectroCouplers are found on
each end, allowing for both
switching and industry opera-
tions. It requires O-31 curves
for operation.

The Metropolitan Division
of the Train Collectors Associ-
ation (METCA) produced two
custom runs of the RSD-5 in
Santa Fe zebra stripe and the
Baltimore & Ohio scheme
(which you see here, both in
two different road numbers).

The B&O colors pop on
this locomotive, and the lines
are crisp and don’t show signs
of overspray or bleeding. The
sound file features the classic
Alco rattle of the prime mover,
which makes this, and really
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MTH RAILKING ALCO RSD-5
Features: Proto-Sound 3.0, O-31 operation, onboard DCC/DCS
decoder, metal handrails and horn, and more
Road names: See text
MSRP: $389.95
Website: mthtrains.com

any other MTH Alco model,
something that will stand
apart from other road switch-
ers in your collection. This
B&O rendition includes hand-
painted crew figures situated
long hood forward.

MTH cataloged three road
names: Chesapeake and Ohio
(30-21170), Southern Pacific
(30-21172), and Pennsylvania

(30-21171). Of course, there
were also a number of custom
runs. METCA released in
B&O (30-21210, 30-21209)
and Santa Fe (30-21208,
30-21207); Stockyard Express
did a Nickel Plate Road ver-
sion (30-21213); and Public
Delivery Track produced two
road numbers of the Utah
Railway (30-21206, 30-21205).
The model MSRP is
$389.95, a $40 increase from
the 2018 release. Keep in mind
that this product, even though
it’s from the RailKing line,
includes many of the same fea-
tures as in the Premier line,
including scale proportions.
For those looking to add to
their fleet without breaking
the bank, check out your local
hobby shop or METCA’s web-
site to add one of these great
models to your collection
today. — Chris Montagna

» Get more O gauge action on the Chris's Trains & Things channel on YouTube.



MTH Premier Norfolk & Western J-class 4-8-4
4

TH Electric Trains
has released an O
gauge Norfolk &

Western J-class 4-8-4 for the
first time since 2020.

From 1941 to 1950, the
Norfolk & Western Railway
designed and built 14 Class Js
at its East End Shops in Roa-
noke, Va. The 611, built in
May 1950, is the only surviv-
ing J-class locomotive and
currently resides at the Vir-
ginia Museum of Transporta-
tion in Roanoke. Its recent
75th anniversary makes
MTH's release timely.

OUT OF THE BOX

MTH offers five variations
of the Class J, including two
versions of No. 611: the “Spirit
of Roanoke” (20-3947) and an
in-service version (20-3948).
This review focuses on the in-
service No. 611.

Coupled together, the
27%"-long engine and tender
certainly matches the proto-
types’ sleekness with a look
that is full of spunk and
strength. The colors and let-
tering are sharp without a
trace of runoff.

The stripping’s Tuscan red
of N&W fame is certainly an
eye catcher, as the color can be
all over the place in terms of
being too bright or too dark
on modeled locomotives and
rolling stock. The Tuscan red
looks to be on point.

The model has separately
applied grab irons, a realistic
coal load, cab curtains and
chain links on the tender
trucks. The running gear,
notably the Timken, roller-
bearing tandem side rods, is a
highlight, especially when
seen in motion as the model is
on the track and at speed.

ON THE TRACK

There was a snag when
operating this particular
model for the first time. The
quartering on the third set of
drivers was off, resulting in a
binding when attempting to
move. This was immediately
diagnosed and corrected,
thanks to our friends at Som-
merfeld’s Trains & Hobbies. A
search through multiple
forums and social media post-
ings showed no mentions of
similar teething issues from
the other recently-released Js.

With the quartering prob-
lem corrected, it’s a night-and-

day difference in performance.

The model is a smooth run-
ner. Even at 1 smph with the
DCS, the normal stuttering
and speed fluctuation one
would find is minor and
mostly unnoticeable.

The Proto-Sound 3.0 sys-
tem from the speakers sounds
great with certain features
coming straight from No. 611
including the bell and whistle.
However, I do wish that MTH
had updated the latter’s sound
files, as the 1:1 counterpart
now carries an authentic Han-
cock Long Bell Three Chime
from one of her sisters.

MTH’s smoke units have
always been heavy-duty, and
that proves to be the case

again as demonstrated by the
substantial amount of smoke
from both the main stack and
steaming whistle, even after a
half-hour of priming the units
and fill reservoirs.

Please note that the stack
and whistle come with their
own smoke units, with the
steam whistle feature only
accessible from the DCS
remote and the Standard
($4.99) version of the down-
loadable app. Unlike recent
models by MTH, the steam
effect for the whistle also won’t
come out of the whistle itself,
but from a hole in the body
just below the detailed part.

MTH’s website states the
minimum curve is O-54,
though the locomotive was
able to slowly take the O-48
radius on the Classic Toy
Trains’ CT&T layout.

The actual smph vs. the
commands from the DCS

matches up for the most part.
The strength test from the
drawbar was at 4 pounds.

This is a must-have for O
gauge fans of the Norfolk &
Western Railway, the Js, or No.
611. — Lucas Iverson

MTH PREMIER
NORFOLK &
WESTERN J-CLASS
4-8-4 (NO. 20-3948)
Features: ProtoSound
3.0, synchronized puffing
smoke, steaming quillable
whistle, wireless drawbar,
flickering firebox glow,
operating headlight,
marker, numberboard, cab
interior, and tender back-
up lights

Roadnames: See text
MSRP: $1,599.95
Website: mthtrains.com
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Atlas O Premier C44-9W diesel locomotive

tlas recently sent us
one of its new O gauge
“Dash 9” diesel-elec-

tric locomotives from the Pre-
mier line: the C44-9W. Gen-
eral Electric built more than
3,500 of these between 1993
and 2004.

Atlas announced this great
model in mid-2024, and prod-
uct No. 30138376, Santa Fe
No. 627, arrived in our offices
in late May.

OUT OF THE BOX

First impression: this is an
amazingly detailed model.
Comparing it to prototype
photos, everything looks right
on, except for one thing - the
gap between the shell and the
trucks. To allow the truck to
pivot through tighter curves,
parts were omitted above the
truck. It’s an unfortunate yet
necessary design.

Out of curiosity, I com-
pared the Atlas model with
photos of other manufactur-
ers’ C44-9Ws. MTH’s had a
similar gap, while Lionel’s was
smaller (with a smaller radius
recommendation of O-36 ver-
sus Atlas O’s O-42). Third Rail
offered a brass model many
years ago that had the smallest
gap. I reached out to Atlas
twice with a question about
this gap via email, but no one
there responded.

That being said, there are
oodles of impressive details,
such as the red fuel fill, the
added grab irons and hand-
rails, and much more. All the
added placards and graphics
were legible — impressive for
such tiny items!

The warbonnet paint
scheme was crisp and nicely
done. I found no flaws in the
paint anywhere on the body.

The model weighs a hefty 5
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Ib. 9 oz., and measures 18%"
long including the couplers. It
scales out almost perfectly
(less than half an inch differ-
ence) to 1:48 proportions
compared to prototype draw-
ings I found online.

ON THE TRACK

This impressive model can
be operated conventionally or
using MTH’s DCS system. If
youre using MTH’s Track
Interface Unit (TIU) system
plus the add-on Wi-Fi (WIU)
module, either the app or a
DCS remote control can oper-
ate the engine. If you've
upgraded to MTH’s WTIU
system, you'll need to use the
app; as the wired tether to
operate the remote is not yet

L

R . «

available as of this writing
(mid-June 2025).

I used the WTIU system
with the app on my smart-
phone to start the engine. It
scanned and recognized the
engine immediately, adding to
my active list.

The model crawled along
stiffly at first at 2 smph. You
may wish to reduce the default
volume of the sound system. I
made Senior Editor Roger
Carp jump in surprise when
the engine started up!

The C44-9W is equipped
with Proto-Sound 3.0, and
sounds great. After a few min-
utes on the track, the diesel
exhaust started and the output
seemed quite appropriate.

LED lights are a wonderful

- " i

ATLAS O PREMIER
C44-9W, THREE-
RAIL VERSION
Features: Proto-Sound
3.0, onboard DCC/

DCS decoder, 2 remote-
controlled ProtoCouplers,
0-42 operation, operating
LED ditch lights,
ProtoSmoke diesel exhaust
Road names: Alabama

& Gulf Coast (Veterans
Unite), BNSF/ex-Santa

Fe, Norfolk Southern (two
versions), Santa Fe (two
versions), Southern Pacific,
Union Pacific/ex-Southern
Pacific, Union Pacific
(future network)

MSRP: $679.95

Website: shop.atlasrr.com

innovation, adding extra detail
without drawing a lot of cur-
rent. The operating ditch
lights are nice, as are the illu-
minated number boards.

In summary, the C44-9W
from Atlas is quite a looker
and has impressive sounds to
boot. If you run diesels from
the 1990s through the 2000s,
you'll want to add this one to
your fleet! — Rene Schweitzer



RMT Atomic Energy
Commission ore car

he history of ore cars
dates back to around
the time of the Civil

War in the 1860s, when they
were primarily made of wood.
Body construction shifted to
steel, starting in the late 1880s
to the early 1900s, allowing for
increased strength and capac-
ity in the cars.

Ready Made Toys (RMT)
has released a new version of
its O gauge ore car, and the
company sent us a sample of
the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion car. If the AEC is not your
cup of tea, no worries. The car
is available in 54 other road
names, including custom runs
for the Choo Choo Barn,
Strasburg RR, and many oth-
ers. View the complete list on
RMT'’s website.

READY MADE TOYS
ORE CAR (RMT-
967093)

Features: removable ore
load, O-36 operation, die-
cast metal trucks

MSRP: $39.95

Website: readymadetoys.
com

I compared this car to one
my husband purchased a cou-
ple of years ago. The carbodies
seem identical, but flip the
cars over and you’ll see the
difference. The trucks have

been modified. The truck
sideframes seem the same (a
general freight truck design),
but the rest of the truck is dif-
ferent. Note the differences in
the comparison photo above.

I also weighed the two cars.
The older car weighs 9.6
ounces, while the new car
weighs 9.4 ounces.

Graphics are pad printed,
except for the car number,
which is a small decal. There
is a bit of a glossiness to it. If

the decal’s shine bothers you, a

quick spray of Testor’s Dull-
cote should tone it down.

The body is attached to the
frame with four tabs that snap
into what could be called rop-
ing staples. One of the tabs
was not fully snug against the
frame, but it was easy to snap
the tab into place by hand.

This ore car has some
really nice details. For
instance, the model includes
molded stirrup steps below
the sill, which other manufac-
turers omit from their models.

The wheels also have “Ready
Made Trains” raised lettering
on the faces.

The sticker on the clam-
shell packaging suggests O-31
operation, but RMT’s website
states O-36. I emailed owner
Walter Matuch to clarify this
matter, and he confirmed that
0-36 is the correct designa-
tion. He also stated that the
stickers have been updated to
reflect this change.

The trucks were very tight
on this car. They were so tight
that the car would not navi-
gate any curves on our CT&T
layout. Of the four cars I
received for review, this was
the only car affected.

Fortunately for me, how-
ever, the fix was very easy. I
used a small putty knife to
separate the frame from the
body a bit. I could then lift the
tabs away from the roping sta-
ples. I accessed the screws
through the holes in the top of
the frame, loosened the screws
a bit with a flathead screw-
driver, and carefully snapped
the car back together.

The ore load is removable,
and is easily released with a
small putty knife or a flathead
screwdriver. This inspired a

future project. Wouldn't it be
fun to spray-paint this load
with glow-in-the-dark paint?
It would be a crowd-pleaser to
see a string of these ore cars
with glowing loads.

This is a solid piece of roll-
ing stock. There are also limit-
less opportunities to custom-
ize the cars to suit your needs
without breaking the bank.

Note: If you're interested in
purchasing any of RMT’s
products, please contact your
local hobby shop or retailer.
RMT does not sell direct to
the consumer. — Rene

Find more

reviews on Trains.

com:

» Atlas O Premier GP38-2
Conrail No. 8061

» Toy Soldiers: Building
and Refining a Collec-
tion book

» MTH Premier N&W 4-8-
4 ) class Northern steam
locomotive video

» Atlas O Premier C44-9W,
two-rail version video

» RMT CPKC boxcar

» RMT tank car
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Arkansas Traveler Hobbies
Located in the heart of Bald Knob

Visit,our historic 1915 MoPac Depot,
F d Regional Rail Museum

870-692-8273 athtrains@yahoo.com

“Your S-Gauge
Specialists !

ON-LINE AMERICAN
FLYER PARTS CATALOG

Port Lines

HOBBY

www.portlines.com

doug@portlines.com
(978) 465-8798

AF, Lionel, MTH, Am. Models,
& other S-gauge products!

LEN CARPARELLI

AEEURATE,AUTHEI\ITIE, PROFESSIONAL
RESTORATIONS SINCE 1972.

§ L - X ; 4
L&L Model Train Restoration Co.
www.LenCarparelli.com
1 Orient Way, Suite F-348, Rutherford, NJ 07070 e (201) 438-1266
Visit our website to download our free catalog.

[EIERKSHIRE Lionel®, MTH Trains®
s == | &All Scale Sales,
3 TRAINS Factory Trained

209 Rosemont Gdn
Lexington, KY 40503
859-694-8144

Service Center, Sales/
Consignment Services

www.berkshiretrains.com

TRAINS & MORE, LLC

AF TRAINS & PARTS
AFCC, NASG, TCA, TTCS & TT0S
P.0. Box 1751 - Manchester, CT 06045-1751
860-432-2124 - trainsmore@aol.com

www.trainsmore.com

Phone 740-633-6607

HO, N, O & G Trains, Track, Scenery,
Accessories and Much More!

We have Walthers; Athearn, Spectrum,
Branchline and many others!

Visit us on line for great savings!

www.tandkhobby.com

MODEL RAIL SCENES
CUSTOM LAYOUT

SERVICES
207-564-0705

Pre-Warf Pnst-War Parts
' (OLLECTOR COLOR PAINT
Model Engineering Works

128 SOUTH LIME STREET LANSDALE, PA 194415
wWww.HENNINGSTRAINS.cOM

;. —
'j@gga Tyi"ck MMR

LIONEL-TYPE

2,3,4,5 and 6-WIRE

FLAT CABLE

NEW
PRODUCTS!

2

Gregory Hake Auctions
Vintage Train & Toy Experts

Buying, Selling, Consigning
www.gregoryhakeauctions.com

314-239-8541
email:deborah@gregoryhakeauctions.com

WWW, rallde5|gnserwces.com

Design model railroad layouts in any scale or revamp any
existing track plan to suit your specific requirements. Original
railroad logos and signs. Custom structure and car building .
Let us bring your dream railroad to life.--rr_ —
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Watch
Classic Toy Trains

on YOU

youtube.com/classictoytrains

Your source

Quality Products Made in USA!

.-“""__.:-"F' =, Turntables

e ¥ = Transfer Tables |\
Coal \

Dumpers,

Coal Loaders

& Conveyors

www.millhouseriverstudio.com

[ T L S) BS30-5267

‘

When contacting
advertisers, mention
you saw their ad in

magazine!

for track plans, toy train layouts,
expert tips for collecting, operating, repairing and more!
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

This section is open to anyone who wants to sell or buy toy trains
merchandise, or promote an event. CLASSIC TOY TRAINS reserves the right
to edit undesirable copy or to refuse listing. Prepayment prior to or by Ad
Closing Date is required. We accept payments by securely storing your Visa,
MasterCard, American Express, or Discover card information.

Word Rate per issue: 1 insertion — $1.06 per word, 4 insertions — 92¢ per
word. $35 minimum order per issue. Payment must accompany the ad. To
receive the discount you must order and prepay for all ads at one time. Count
all initials, single numbers, groups of numbers (i.e. 4-6-4 or K4’s), names,
address number, street number each as one word. Example: R. Meister, 400
E Depot Ave., Waukesha, WI 53187 would count as 9 words.

Events Rate: $45 per issue (55 word maximum). Ads will contain the
following information about the event: state, city, sponsoring organization
and name of event, meet, auction or show, dates, location, times, admission
fee, name and/or telephone number and/or email of person to contact for
information. Name, daytime telephone number and street address of the
person providing the information is also required but need not be included in
the ad. Unless otherwise requested, ads will be published in the issue month
that the event occurs in. Additional months are available at the $45 per issue
fee. Please specify issue date(s).

All copy is set in standard 6 point type. First several words only set in bold
face. If possible, ads should be sent typewritten and categorized to ensure
accuracy.

For CTT’s private records, please furnish a telephone number and when
using a P.0. Box in your ad, a street address.

SEND YOUR ADS TO: Classic Toy Trains — Classified Advertising
18650 W. Corporate Dr., Ste. 103, Brookfield, Wl 53045

Phone: 414-600-9285, E-mail: classads@firecrown.com

Schedule of Events

CA, CARMICHAEL: Sac-Sierra TCA Toy Train Show. Elks
Lodge, 5631 Cypress Ave., Carmichael, CA 95608. Saturday,
October 4, 2025, 10am-3pm. Admission $10.00, children 12
and under FREE w/paid adult. Buy/Sell/Trade, operating
layouts, free parking, food. Free train set drawing for 17 and
under (must be present to win). Contact: Bryan Stanton at
brsta@comcast.net

CO, ESTES PARK: Rails in the Rockies XXVIII. Estes Park
Events Complex. September 20-21. Saturday 10am-5pm,
Sunday 9am-4pm. Admission $10; kids free w/adult. Large
operating layouts, club layouts, all scales, exhibits, vendor
tables, activities for kids. Fun for the whole family! 25,000+
square feet of railroad excitement! Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/railsintherockies,
Email: estesparktrainshow@gmail.com, Website:
https://railsintherockies.org

FL, OCALA: Lions Tri-Annual Train Show. First Christian
Church, 1908 E. Fort King St., Ocala, FL 34471. Saturday,
November 1, 2025, 9:00am-2:00pm. Model trains,
accessories, detail parts and toys. Admission $5.00, children
12 and under free w/paid adult. Bring two canned goods and
receive $1.00 off admission. Food/snacks available.
Information: Bob 352-694-6381 or cell 352-547-0938

IA, DELMAR: Delmar Train Show & Swap Meet. October
11-12, 2025. Saturday 10am-4pm and Sunday 10am-2pm.
Delwood School Gym, 311 Delmar Avenue, Delmar, I1A 52037.
Admission: Free Will Donation. Free tours of Delmar Railroad
Museum. Vendor tables: $25 each (limit 10 tables per vendor).
Food & drink available. Free parking/handicap accessible.
Information: bradgeneralcontractors@gmail.com

MA, TAUNTON: OLD COLONY MODEL RAILROAD CLUB
ANNUAL MODEL RAILROAD SHOW. Sunday, September
21, 2025, 10:00am-3:30pm. Taunton Inn & Conference Center,
700 Myles Standish Blvd., Taunton, MA 02780. Route 495,
Exit 25. Adults $5.00, children under 12 (accompanied by an
adult) & scouts in uniform FREE. For more information
visit: www.oldcolonyrailroadclub.com

MI, EAST LANSING: Lansing Model Railroad Club Show
and Sale. Michigan State University Pavilion. Sunday,
November 9, 2025, 10:00am-4:00pm. Admission $8.00,
under 12 free. Michigan’s largest train show: layouts,
demonstrations, and 500+ tables. Free parking. Flyer, table
forms and map, visit: www.Ilmrc.org or call John Hartmann
517-290-8948

MI, LINCOLN PARK: Lincoln Park Train Club Train Show
(Buy & Swap). Saturday, October 4, 2025, 11am-3pm.
JFK Memorial Bldg., 3240 Ferris Ave., Lincoln Park, M| 48146.
Admission is $5.00, under 12 FREE. Vendor tables are
$20.00. For more info: Bob @ 734-675-5712 or Henry @
313-623-8581 or John @ 734-676-8645.

MN, ST. CLOUD: GRANITE CITY TRAIN SHOW AND
SALE. River's Edge Convention Center, 10 4th Ave S,
St. Cloud, MN 56301. Saturday, November 8, 2025.
9:00am-3:00pm. $6.00, Kids 10 and under FREE. Buy/sell
model/toy trains, books, videos, railroad collectibles.
Operating model and toy train displays. Win a LIONEL train
set! 612-558-6484; GraniteCityTrainShow@gmail.com or visit
www.GraniteCityTrainShow.com

MO, JOPLIN: Joplin History & Mineral Museum Model Train
Show and Swap Meet. Saturday, November 8, 2025.
9am-3pm. In Schifferdecker Park, 504 South Schifferdecker
Ave., Joplin, MO 64801. Admission: $5 adult, 12 and under
admitted free with paid adult. Swap Tables $20 each. Contact
Steve Gardner, 620-230-9545 or email: sogardneri@att.net

MO, ST. LOUIS: 34th Annual Greater St. Louis Metro Area
Train Show sponsored by Mississippi Valley N Scalers.
St. Louis Community College-Meramec Gym, 11333 Big Bend
Rd., Kirkwood, MO 63122. October 11-12, 2025, Saturday
10am-4pm; Sunday 10am-3pm. Admission: $10, kids 12 and
under FREE! All scales-swap tables-layouts-grand prize
drawing! Free parking. David Johnson, 636-225-2405,
https://mvns.railfan.net

NC, RALEIGH: Neuse River Valley Model RR Club 41st
annual FALL TRAIN Show; November 8-9, Sat 9-5; Sun 10-4.
NC State Fairgrounds. 400 tables of model railroading,
12 operating layouts. Displays & Judging of Craftsman
Structures & Rolling Stock. Admission: $10 covers both days,
children 12 and under free with an adult. Contact:
bobwitwer@gmail.com. Visit: www.nrvclub.net

NH, DOVER: The Great Northern New England Train Show.
Dover Lodge of Elks #184, 282 Durham Road, Dover, NH
03820. Saturday, October 25, 2025, 10:00am-3:00pm.
Admission: $5 per person, children under 12 free. Exhibitor
tables $35, includes entrance fee. All scales, operating layout,
railroadiana items, and food on premises. Contact Ed Martin,
efmenter@aol.com or 603-362-4300

NJ, BRICK: ECTP and Collectibles LLC presents The Brick
Train Show. Elks Lodge, 2491 Hooper Avenue, Brick, NJ
08723. Sunday, November 2, 2025, 9:00am-2:00pm.
Admission: $7.00; under 12 free with adult. John LaLima
732-845-5966. Go to www.eastcoasttrainparts.com and click
on The Brick Show.

NJ, EAST RUTHERFORD: METCA/NYSME All Gauge
Train Show. November 1, 2025. St. Joseph's School,
120 Hoboken Road, East Rutherford, NJ 07073. 9am-2pm.
METCA/NYSME members admitted free at 8am, public at
9am. Admission: $5.00 per person 16 and up. Layouts,
refreshments, and door prizes. For tables and information,
contact the NYSME Office at 201-939-9212 or
email: contact@modelengineers.org

NJ, WAYNE: ECTP and Collectibles LLC presents The
Wayne Train Show. P.A.L. Hall, 1 Pal Drive, Wayne, NJ 07470.
Sunday, October 26, 2025, 9:00am-2:00pm. Admission: $7.00;
under 12 free with adult. John LaLima 732-845-5966. Go to
www.eastcoasttrainparts.com and click on The Wayne Show.

NY, HAMBURG: TCA Upstate NY Chapter Toy Train and
Collectible Toy Show! St. Mary's of the Lake Church Hall,
4737 Lakeshore Rd. (Rt. 5), Hamburg, NY 14075.
Saturday, September 27, 2025. TCA Members: 8:30am,
General Public: 9:00am-2:00pm. Admission: Adult $5.00,
Children 12-17 $3.00, Upstate Chapter Members & children
under 12, free. Contact: Mike 716-913-4195, Email:
tca.upstatenychapter.events@gmail.com

NY, LINDENHURST: Long Island Classic Train Show/Swap
Meet. Fireman's Memorial Park, 555 Heling Blvd. (north of
Hartford St.), Lindenhurst, NY 11757. September 14, 2025,
November 2, 2025, January 4, 2026, and February 8, 2026.
8:30am-1:00pm. Adults $5.00, under 16 free w/adult.
100+ tables. Handicap accessible. Contact: John Mitchell
917-596-3494 or John Miata 516-353-1751. Email:
LIClassicTrainShow@hotmail.com

OH, DAYTON: 49th Original Dayton Train Show. The
Montgomery County Fairgrounds, 645 Infirmary Road,
Dayton, OH 45417. November 1-2, 2025. Saturday 11am-5pm
and Sunday 11am-4pm. Admission: $10.00 per adult, children
12 and under free with a paid adult. Gail Yarnall, PO Box
341233, Beavercreek, OH 45434, 937-424-6413. Email:
NMRA Div.3@gmail.com or visit: www.DaytonTrainShow.com
for updates.

OH, MASSILLON: CJ Trains Winter Train and Toy Show.
Massillon Knights of Columbus Hall, 988 Cherry Road NW,
44647. Sunday, December 14, 2025, 10:00am-3:00pm.
Admission: $5.00, 12 and under FREE. $25/dealer table,
152 - 8’ dealer tables. Jon Ulbright, PO Box 446, Wooster,
OH 44691, 330-262-7488, cathijon@sssnet.com www.cjtrains.com

PA, ALLENTOWN: ATMA First Frost Train Meet.
Allentown Fairgrounds Agri-Plex, 1925 W. Chew Street,
Allentown, PA 18104. November 8 & 9, 2025. Saturday
9am-4pm, Sunday 9am-3pm. Advance tickets $15, admitted
at 8am. At the door, admitted 9am: $10 adults, 12 and under
FREE with adult ticket purchase. For more info, visit:
www.allentowntrainmeet.com or call 610-442-2859

PA, YORK: The Barry King Memorial Train Show. Reliance
Fire Hall, 1341 W. Market St., York, PA 17404. Mon-Wed,
October 20-22, 2025. 9am-5pm; Open to the public, free
admission. All gauges of trains and vintage toys. 8-ft. tables
for all 3 days are S60 ea. For information contact Todd or
Bev Metcalf, 860-432-2124, or email: trainsmore@aol.com

VA, FREDERICKSBURG: Rappahannock Model
Railroaders 28th Annual Christmas Model Train Show,
December 13-14, 2025. Operating G, O, S, HO, N, Z and
LEGO train layouts. Vendors, Santa, train set raffle and kids
area. Saturday 9am-5pm. Sunday 10am-4pm. Adults $10.
Youth 13-17 $5. Under 13 free. Eagles Lodge, 21 Cool Springs
Road, Fredericksburg, VA 22405. Info: www.rmrailroaders.com

WA, CHEHALIS: Lewis County Model Railroad Club,
Annual Fall Train Show and Swap Meet. Southwest
Washington Fairgrounds, Blue Pavilion Building, 2555 N.
National Ave., Chehalis, WA 98532. October 18-19, 2025.
Saturday 10:00am-4:00pm and Sunday 10:00am-2:00pm.
Admission $5.00. Free parking. Contact information: Ted,
360-985-7788, or email: TedsTrains@LewisCounty.com

WA, LONGVIEW: November 22, 2025. LK&R
Model Railroad Club presents our 2025 Holiday Model Train
and Toy Swap Meet. Cowlitz County Event Center,
1900 7th Ave. 10am-4pm. Admission $5.00. See
https://www.cowlitzeventcenter.com/contact-event-professionals/.
Scroll down for directions. Information for vendors and
guests, visit: http://lkrtrains.yolasite.com or contact
Howard Flick. 360-751-7276, email: flickh@yahoo.com

WA, SPOKANE: River City Modelers Fall Model Train
Show, Spokane Fairgrounds, 404 N. Havana. Sunday,
October 12, 2025, 9:30am-3:30pm. Admission: adults $8,
12 & under free. 200+ tables of Railroad-related items for
sale, operating layouts, Free-MO, Operation Lifesaver & more.
Free Parking. For table rental or general info, contact:
Shirley Sample, 509-991-2317 or email: shirleysample13@gmail.com

WI, MONROE: Green County Model Railroaders 47th
Annual Model Train Show & Swap Meet. The Stateline Ice and
Community Expo, 1632 4th Avenue West, Monroe, WI 53566.
September 27-28, 2025. Saturday & Sunday, 10am-4pm. For
information contact Kevin Johnson, 608-558-9332, or visit:
www.gcmrrinc.org

All listed events were confirmed as active at the time of press.
Please contact event sponsor for current status of the event.

S Gauge for Sale

AF TRAINS, PARTS, ACCESSORIES. \Visit
www.trainsmore.com or send $4.00 for printed catalog to
Trains & More, P.O. Box 1751, Manchester, CT 06045-1751.

MASSIVE LIST OF GILBERT AND LIONEL
AMERICAN FLYER: Updated daily. Original boxed sets,
engines, cars, accessories, rare paper, catalogs and more,
including boxed Plasticville, American Flyer and Plasticville
parts. Buying all Flyer. Send $4.25 postage, Judy Hajash,
PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-0005. 304-359-2194.

0 Gauge For Sale

LARGE COLLECTION FOR SALE: 100+ engines,
200+ cars, many accessories. Lionel, MTH, Williams, Weaver.
Any questions or for a detailed list of items, email:
jsrychak1@gmail.com

LIONEL MARX PLASTICVILLE: Big list of boxed sets,
engines, cars, etc. Rare paper, catalogs, Lionel O, 027 & HO.
Marx O & HO. Plasticville and Plasticville parts. Send $3.00
postage, Judy Hajash, PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-0005.
304-359-2194.

0 Gauge Wanted

ALL TRAIN COLLECTORS- We need more trains to
supply our large customer base. Modern era specialists-
Lionel, MTH, K-Line, Williams, Weaver, 3rd Rail, etc. We buy
collections, store inventories, and parts of all sizes and eras.
Send us your list or call us today. We travel extensively all
over the US and Canada. Trainz, 2740 Faith Industrial Dr.,
Suite 200, Buford, GA 30518. 866-285-5840, Scott@trainz.com
Fax: 770-271-1295.

WE BUY ALL COLLECTIONS BIG & SMALL Lionel,
American Flyer, K-Line, Marx, Weaver, Williams, Marklin,
Hornby & more. Ready to travel, 40 years experience,
confidential. Send us your lists today, 2420 San Miguel St.,
Sherman, TX 75092. www.txtrains.com, texastrains@yahoo.com,
Phone: 972-824-7123

Standard Gauge For Sale

USA TRACK LLC. Traditional tubular tinplate Standard
Gauge (2-1/8" gauge) toy train track made entirely in the USA.
Fully compatible with vintage Standard Gauge track,
reproduction Standard Gauge switches and Ross Custom
Switches. Contact StandardGaugeTrack@gmail.com or visit
www.StandardGaugeTrack.com

Miscellaneous For Sale

LEVENTON HOBBY SUPPLY: We offer American Flyer
trains and parts for all gauges. Also, Dorfan decals available.
For a list, call or send a SASE to PO Box 1525, Chehalis, WA
98532. 360-748-6236 or 360-269-0152

Miscellaneous Wanted

ALL ELECTRIC SLOT CARS WANTED. Any kind, any
condition. Top dollar paid. PAUL at 248-760-6960. E-mail:
slotcarguy@slotcarguy.com

GREGORY HAKE AUCTIONS IS ACCEPTING
CONSIGNMENTS. We are looking for Lionel, MTH,
American Flyer & Marx trains & collections for upcoming
auctions. Contact us at 314-239-8541 or 314-285-4416.
Email: deborah@gregoryhakeauctions.com or visit:
gregoryhakeauctions.com

CLOSING DATES:
Winter 2025 closes October 7
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MODEL RETAILERS

Dealer Directory spaces are sold on a year’s
basis at $142 per year, four issues, (payable
in advance), or at $40 per issue (billed to
established accounts for one year minimum).
Ads will be set in standard format typography.
All insertions must be consecutive and may be
invoiced if you have credit established with us.
No mention of mail order business permitted.
Closing dates listed in the Classifieds section.

CALIFORNIA ¢ Burbank
All scales G through N, collectibles old & new.
Authorized LGB, Lionel, MTH & Marklin dealer.
One of the most complete train stores in
~So. Calif. UPS worldwide shipper.
Visit our website at www.trainshack.com
THE TRAIN SHACK
1030 N. Hollywood Way 800-572-9929

CALIFORNIA ¢ Pasadena
Model rail specialists since 1951.
LGB, Lionel, O, S, On3, HO, HOn3, N, Z.
Comglete stock of brass imports, new & used.
ooks, tools, structures, detail parts.
Open 7 days. www.thewhistlestop.com
THE ORIGINAL WHISTLE STOP INC.
2490 E. Colorado Blvd. 626-796-7791

IOWA ¢ Dubuque
MTH, K-Line, Williams, Lionel, Gargraves,
New & Used, Authorized MTH & Lionél Service
Center. Mon - Sat 10-5; Sun 11-4
skippertim99@gmail.com

CATHY’S TREASURES
Electric RR Dealer/Upgrades 563-590-5318

OHIO ¢ Oberlin (W. Cleveland)
MTH Service Center. Authorized dealer for
MTH, Lionel, Atlas, Woodland Scenics.

osed Sun on

30 miles west of Cleveland - off State Rte. 20
www.stockyardexpresslic.com
STOCKYARD EXPRESS

49293 Plate Rd. 440-774-2131

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Zelienople
Lionel, MTH, Atlas O, Ross Custom Switches
GarGraves, Woodland Scenics
Please call or visit our website for hours.
www.cttrains.com

CT MCCORMICK HARDWARE
147 S. Main St. 724-452-6130

KANSAS ¢ Overland Park (KC Area)
0, S, HO, N, Z & G Scal

. . G Scale
Lionel, MTH, A/F, Méarklin, LGB & more!
New, Used & Vintage. Extensive scenery line.
Repair, custom work & layouts.
www.fredstrainshop.com
FRED’S TRAIN SHOP
8909 Santa Fe Dr. 913-383-3500

OREGON e Portland
. Full service train shoe
Lionel, 3-Rail, American Flyer
New-used-buy-consignments
T-F 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4,Closed Monday
www.hobbysmith.com 1 -877-284-1912
THE HOBBY SMITH
1809 NE Cesar Chavez Blvd.  503-284-1912

SOUTH CAROLINA ¢ West Columbia

All scales, all major brands
of model railroad equipment.
We buy & sell used Lionel trains.
Open daily 10-6. Closed Sun.

NEW BROOKLAND RR & HOBBY SHOP
405 State Street 803-791-3958

MICHIGAN e Traverse City

Let your imagination run wild!
zZ , Lionel, scenery, tools,
structures, scratchbuilding supphes,
special orders, ships, armor, cars, more...

TRAINS & THINGS HOBBIES
210 East Front St. 231-947-1353

OREGON e Portland .

Your complete model railroad store.
~ Gauges Z through G.

Lionel, MTH, Atlas, K-Line
Mon-Sat 1(5am—4pm, Closed Sunday
WWW.WSOr.com
WHISTLE STOP TRAINS

11724 SE Division St. 503-761-1822

TENNESSEE * Murfreesboro
Authorized Lionel Dealer. Pre-War, Post-War &
‘Modern. Hundreds of rolling stock cars. Large
inventory of engines and accessories including
O, HO; & N Scale. Monday - Saturday 10-5
s

i THOR'S
416-F Medical Center Pkwy.  615-895-6918

MISSOURI e St. Louis )
Largest selection of prewar & postwar in
Midwest. Lionel, Am Flyer, Marx, Athearn,
roto, Atlas, etc.
Highest price for large collections.
www.TrainTownstl.com
TOWN

TRAIN
9836 Manchester Road 314-716-2755

PENNSYLVANIA e Blue Ridge Summit
The Exclusive model railroad store.
we stock it all.
) 7 days a week.

Only minutes from Frederick, MD.
www.mainlinehobby.com
MAINLINE HOBBY SUPPLY
15066 Buchanan Trail E. 717-794-2860

TEXAS e Dallas o

Official Lionel Layout Builder Since 2001
raingineer shop/showroom includes;
Custom Layouts, Modulars, Model Stations,

Bridge Kits...come see...there’s always

something new!! www.TWTrainWorxStore.com

TW _TRAINWORX
2808 McGowan St. 877-881-4997

CALIFORNIA e Yuba City
A full service model train Store! Large
inventory, s N, Tinplate.
Books, videos, collectors & gift items.
Repair service.We buy old toy trains.

www.westerndépot.com
. THE WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Ave. #203 530-673-6776

NEVADA e Las Vegas
From Z Scale to G Scale We Got You Covered
Qpen Mon-Sat 11 AM to 5 PM
Buy Online at www.westsidetrains.com
Nevadas ONLY Remaining Train Store

WESTSIDE TRAINS
2960 S. Durango #117 702-254-9475

DELAWARE ¢ Ocean View
No sales tax at the Delaware seashore.
Lionel new & used...also Atlas, Bachmann,
ITH. We buy used trains. Auth. Lionel repairs.
Large inventory of used HO trains.
Open Tues-Sat 10-4:30, Closed Sun & Mon
. SEASIDE HOBBIES
15 Daisey Ave. 302-539-1601

NEW JERSEY ¢ Mountain Lakes
Direct dealer for LIONEL and MTH. The largest
train store in northern NJ since 1974!
4 Showrooms plus Operating Layout. WE BUY
OLD TRAINS ~ Lionel Service Station #556.
TATION.COM

www.TRAIN-S
~ THE TRAIN STATION
12 Romaine Rd. 973-263-1979

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Broomall

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, Atlas & MTH
, N, 30, Standard, O & S gauges
bought, sold & traded. _Auth. service station.
www.nstrains.com

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS
2343 West Chester Pike 610-353-8585

VIRGINIA e Ashland (Richmond)

OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon-3at 10-6; Sun 11-4
Personal service/repairs/layout ideas. We ship.
Gal{sqe G, O, HO. N, Thomas Wooden, & more.

1-95, EXIT 92, ONLY 1.2 Miles West 10 tracks.
www.trainandtoystore.com
TINY TIM’S TOYS & TRAINS
104 S. Railroad Ave. 804-368-0063

FLORIDA ¢ Miami .
Largest train store in the South.
MTH, Lionel, LGB, HO & N. Five operating
ayouts. Open fon - Sat 10am-5pm
Sun (Nov-Jan) 10-1.
Email us at rtrtrains@aol.com
READY TO ROLL
831 NW 143rd Street 305-688-8868

NEW YORK e Ardsley
Lionel, MTH & Atlas
Discount Pricin
www.tomstrainsny.com
Call for hours.

TOM’S TRAINS AT ARDSLEY
686 Saw Mill River Road 914-329-0354

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Greensburg
Authorized Dealer of Lionel, Atlas-O, MTH. N to
G, Track, Remotes, Buildings, Accessories.
Bua/ Sell, Trade, Repair. Mon-Sat: Noon-6pm
5,500+ SqgFt. Exclusively Trains! 20,000+ items

BRADY’S TRAIN OUTLET
1046 S. Main Street 724-838-8448

VIRGINIA/MARYLAND ¢ Manassas, VA

Full service storefront & online store. All makes
& scales. New/used trains sales, service, repair
& upgrades. All scales & Digitrax dealer.
Online Sales Visit www.traindepot.biz

TRAIN DEPOT
7249 Gabe Ct. 703-953-3767

FLORIDA » Tampa Bay - Pinellas Park
3000 sq. ft. Showroom. Lionel & MTH Dealer
NEW, USED, BUY/SELL * All Gauges N thru G

Qver 9,000 Parts. Repair Services, Trains, Track,
Sets, Scenic Supplies. Mon 1-5, Tue-Sat 10-6

www.zitniktrains.com
ZITNIK TRAINS
5193 73rd Ave. N. 727-201-9668

NEW YORK e North Rose
. Lionel MTH Sales and
Lionel Service Station #144
Monday - Friday 9-5, Saturday 10-4
(Saturday hours October - April only)
www.gardnerthetraindoctor.com
GARDNER, “THE TRAIN DOCTOR”

8967 Ridge Rd., 1 mi E of 14  315-483-6577

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Hanover
Lionel, American F(I]yer & MTH.
New Lionel & MTH at discount prices.
Standard O & S gauges bought, sold &
repaired. Authorized service station.
20 min. from York PA. Tue-Sat 12-6
kg?Y TRAINS UNLIM7ITED

38 Yorl 17-637-4717

WASHINGTON e Kirkland
Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, HO, N.
. Buy, sell, and repair.

Supplying ail your railroading needs.
Opén Mon.-Sat.
www.eastsidetrains.com
EASTSIDE TRAINS, INC.

217 Central Way 425-828-4098

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Hatboro
Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, MTH, Marklin,
Bachmann, Williams. HO, N & Z. We buy,
sell & repair. Mon-Fri 10-6; Sat & Sun 10-4
www.JoesTrainStation.com

JOE’S TRAIN STATION
283 E. County Line Rd. 215-322-5182

WEST VIRGINIA ¢ Wheeling
Largest Selection of Trains in the Valley
Buw Sell - Trade - New & Used Trains
MTH-Weaver-Williams-Lionel-Atlas-Dept 56
M, F 12-7, Tu,W,Th 12-6, Sat 10-:
www.patstrains.com
PATRICK’S TRAINS
142 29th Street 304-232-0714

GEORGIA e Atlanta (Lilburn)
Lionel Train Top 10 Dealer
MTH Train Mega Dealer
400 SF Layout - HUGE Selection
www.legacystation.com

LEGACY STATION TRAINS
4153 Lawrenceville Hwy., #12  770-339-7780

NEW YORK e Staten Island
We are your source for
O gauge trains & accessories.

We carry MTH, Lionel, Atlas O & Gargraves.
https://e-zcatch.square.site/s/shop
e-zcatch@verizon.net
E-Z CATCH MODEL TRAIN SHOP
5 Tysen St. 718-727-7373

INDIANA e Atlanta
Model train museum and hobby shop
MTH e Atlas e Lionel ® scenery supplies
Layout construction help / workshop
Club sized 3-rail display layout
mrmuffinstrains.com
MR MUFFIN’S TRAINS
177 West Main 765-292-2022

NORTH CAROLINA ¢ Winston (Salem)
K-Line Superstore, MTH, Lionel. Large
selection of older MTH. First in O gauge.
In-store layout! Located off I-40. Tues-Sat
:30am-5pm. E-mail: JKonc52032@aol.com
www.trainloft.com Celebrating 20 years!
THE TRAIN LOFT
4007B Country Club Rd. 336-760-9817

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ New Castle
Buy/sell/trade, repair aI[tyPes of trains
iant Lionel village display during
the holiday season, November - January
Call for hours. Email: trainplum@yahoo.com
www.undergroundrrshop.com
THE UNDERGROUND RR SHOPPE
1906 Wilmington Rd. 724-652-4912

CANADA-BC e Savona )
Model trains in G, O, S, HO, N, Z. Old toy trains,
rallwayl_anthues, art, books, DVDs, souvenirs
and Thomas too. Canadian road names a
specialty. 20 min. west of Kamloops.
www.kellyskaboose.ca
KELLY’S KABOOSE, THE RAILWAY STORE
6648 Savona Access Rd. 250-377-8510

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Strasburg
From trains to diecast to scenery, everything
for the layout builder. Open 7 days a week:

, O, Lionel, LGB:

Buy, sell, trade used trains. Located adjacent
to the Choo Choo Barn. www.etrainshop.com
STRASBURG TRAIN SHOP
226 Gap Road 717-687-0464

Run your Retail Directory ad in the
next issue of Classic Toy Trains!
Email: classads@firecrown.com

for more information.
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_m= ADINDEX ] MORE TOY TRAINS!

TRAINS.COM/CTT

WE BELIEVE THAT OUR READERS ARE AS IMPORTANT AS OUR ADVERTISERS.

If you do not receive your merchandise or a reply from an advertiser within a reasonable period,
please contact us with details about your order. Classic Toy Trains magazine, 18650 W. Corporate
Dr., Suite 103, Brookfield, W1 53045. The Advertiser Index is provided as a service to Classic Toy
Trains magazine readers. The magazine is not responsible for omissions or for typographical errors
in names or page numbers.
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MTH o Many layout owners include the entrance to a mine on

their layouts, but few build the underground section.
Nicholas SMith TraiNs ....mmmmm———— Karl Sablich shares how he added a copper mine, built
Port Lines Hobby Supply ... underneath his primary O gauge layout, complete with
lots of extra details.
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MAKE A REMOVABLE BOXCAR LOAD

M Most modelers leave their boxcars bare and unused. If you're Using black and gray acrylic paints diluted with water, weather

looking to press these cars into service, I'll explain how to each wood strip. Coat each surface of the strip to minimize warp-

build a removable sled freight load. ing. Use strokes with varying pressure and shades; this will add a
Start by taking measurements of your boxcar. Measure natural look to the wood.

diagonally from the upper corner to a lower cor- After your strips have dried, lay them out

ner of the door frame (measurement 1). This will ||| N NI to form the basis of your decking. Affix your
establish the maximum length of your sled. Now thin plastic strip with glue to form the spine

measure the interior width between the boxcar’s PROJECT LIST that holds the decking together.

doors (measurement 2). Be sure to take into - Boxcar When everything has dried, test-fit your
account door clearance when establishing the * Thin .and flexible scrap load in the boxcar. If needed, trim the assem-
width of your sled. plastic or styrene bly to fit flush and snug.

Cut a thin plastic strip to fit the maximum * Wood strips (I used Use items like crates, pallets, and drums to
length measurement of your sled (measurement scale 2 x 6 lumber) provide visual separation between where the
1.) This will form a flexible base for your deck- * Boxes, barrels, drums, wood decking starts and ends.
ing. Cut wood strips to match the width of your ete. f?r aload This load provides a great way to enhance
car (measurement 2.) * Acrylic paint the realism of your boxcars without perma-

nent alterations. — Alex Weihmann

ADHESIVE FOR FOAM BOARD

M Foam board can be attached using a variety of adhesives. One of my favorites P
is latex caulk. The caulk provides quick grab and has about 30 minutes of work- /
ing time, allowing for easy repositioning of parts. If you change your mind later, _

it’s easy to pry up the foam with a putty knife. When selecting a caulk, be sure -

to use one that is foam-safe, as some contain solvents that will damage -

foam. Acrylic latex caulk is almost always safe for foam. ~David Popp

Want to share? write to “Tips” at Classic Toy Trains, 18650 W. Corporate Dr, Ste. 103, Brookfield Wi 53045 or email tips@classictoytrains.com and
put the word “tips” in the subject line. We pay $25 upon publication for any tip we publish unless it was in a previously purchased article.

. . caulk gun: Adobe Stock/donatasi205, knife: Adobe Stock/Olga Kovalenko
66 Classic Toy Trains = FALL 2025
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Great Products for
_Toy Train Enthus1asts'

e "_,=-:_|_'E'—— =

Visit The Trains.com Store today where you'll find a wide variety of valuable products
curated by the Classic Toy Trains magazine team, including:

« Books covering topics such as price guides, collectible classics, Lionel, toy train
repair and maintenance, track plans, wiring and more.

« Magazines providing a deep look into high-interest topics.

+ Perfect gift ideas for any toy train enthusiast including puzzles, signs, mugs,
posters and more.

« The best tools available for building and finishing a layout.
« And much more!

COLLECTOR'S EDITION! A
——

 Fre] WIRING DIGITAL DDWNLDnDS —_—

Your Toy Train Layout

|.|0£|. TRAINS

Iqah Fe-rhe ved sireal

Shop Now at
Shop.Trains.com/ToyTrains

Sales tax where applicable.



