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 Rod Stewart’s layout reborn
The rock star moved his L.A. layout to his English estate

• Inaugural Hall of Fame class announced
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Next issue

In January, we learn how 

Rod Stewart moved his 

layout, Bryson Sleppy 

introduces our N scale 

T-Trak project, Gerry 

Leone creates a river 

scene, and more!
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ATLAS MODEL RAILROAD CO, I C. • 378 Florence Ave., Hillside,  J 07205 • www.atlasrr.com

Level Up Your Layout 

wITH  Ew HO vIADuCT kITS FROM ATLAS

Throughout the history of railroad structural engineering, the viaduct has long been a favored way to cross steep valleys or wide rivers.  Consisting of 
a series of elevated arches or piers supporting a long flat roadbed between two points of roughly the same elevation, classic viaducts were impressive 
structures made of stone or reinforced concrete construction.  Although taking more time to build than a wooden, iron, or steel open frame bridge, 
masonry viaducts could safely span greater distances and handle greater loading with less maintenance over their lifetimes. 

The Atlas Viaduct is currently available in Concrete and Cut Stone variations – and in single and double-track widths.  
Features: 
UÊ Kit contains single arch and two half-arch ends –  combine kits for longer applications
UÊ Can be used without pier units for lower heights such as in urban settings
UÊ Double track viaduct is also suitable for O scale single track applications
UÊ Length 18”; Width – overall  (Single) 3 ¼”, (Double) 5 ¼”; Width – btw. walkways (Single) 2 1/8”, (Double) 4 1/8”    
UÊ Height (w/ piers) – to deck 9 5/8”, to top of railings 10 3/8”; Height (w/o piers) – to deck 3 ½“, to top of railings 4¼”

For more information on these and other high quality Atlas products, 
visit your local hobby shop or www.atlasrr.com!

NOW 

AVAILABLE!

Pre-production Concrete Single Track Kit shown assembled.  
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MORE 
REVIEWS
& VIDEOS

• Videos 
• News & Reviews  
• Community 
• Shop & more. 

Model railroad cellphone 
photography tips

While reminiscing and revisiting his archive of photos of 
our dearly departed Milwaukee, Racine & Troy HO scale 
layout, Assistant Digital Editor Mitch Horner found him-
self admiring his own work. This work being his photos, 
all of which were captured with his smartphone.

Like any tool, the camera on your smartphone is most 
useful in experienced hands. In this Trains.com article, 
Mitch shares tips that are intended to help you better uti-
lize your smartphone camera, and in turn improve your 
layout photography. 

Rapido Trains HO Alco FA1 and 
FB1 diesels

The Rapido Trains HO Alco FA1 and FB1 diesels are the 
subject of our latest Product Review video. Senior Editor 
Cody Grivno points out the various factory-applied 
details on the units and demonstrates 
some of the unit’s sound and light func-
tions. Then watch them lead a short 
freight on our HO scale Beer Line layout. 
Watch this video and other reviews on 
Trains.com by scanning the QR code 
with your smartphone’s camera.

Hornby study fi nds health benefi ts 
of model railroading

Model railroaders have often espoused the health ben-
efi ts of the hobby. Now, they have numbers to back up 
their claims thanks to a new study by Hornby.

The U.K.-based model manufacturer and retailer 
announced the results of a study it commissioned 
through a London-based marketing company. The study 
sought to better understand the profi le of the contem-
porary scale model enthusiast. Many of those who 
responded to the survey stated that they experienced 
mental health benefi ts from their hobby.

To read about the results of the study, visit the article 
on Trains.com

Take Amtrak to see a model 
railroad

Associate Editor Bryson Sleppy loves riding Amtrak. 
Because he’s a modeler, he has always wondered if there 
were any train layouts residing in Amtrak stations. Well, 
he has found his answer.

Four model railroads currently exist calling Amtrak sta-
tions home. In this article, Bryson examines each layout 
and includes details like hours, price, and even which 
trains to take to see them. If you love riding Amtrak and 
modeling, you have to take a trip to one of these sta-
tions! It may just be a day trip away.

Note some of these layouts have been featured in pre-
vious issues of Model Railroader. 

Conducted by Bryson Sleppy



NO OTHER TRAIN CONTROL CAN MAKE THIS STATEMENT...
You probably own a roster of 

DC locos. And while you’d like 

the realism of onboard sound 

and other DCC features, you’re 

not sure you want DCC. And 

you’re certainly not ready to 

give up operating your DC 

locos. Tech 6 DC-DCC Hybrid 

lets you have it all in one train 

control, run DC AND DCC.

•  Press one button and turn lights on/ off, or create horn or bell sounds.  

Generate a diesel rumble synchronized with your loco’s speed. 

•  Add an optional Tech 6 DC-DCC Walk Around Throttle, and simultaneously 

control up to six decoder equipped locos on the same track without block wiring.

•  No need to convert your locos to DCC. Buy one or more DCC decoder equipped 

locos and Tech 6 allows you to run your DCC locos and when you’re ready, your 

existing DC fleet. 

• One button lets you select either DC or DCC • Runs HO or N  

•  We printed operating instructions on the back of the handheld, to give you a 

quick start. Discover all the features MRC’s Tech 6 Hybrid offers at 

www.modelrectifier.com

MRC’S 

TECH 6 HYBRID: IT
RUNS

DC
AND 
DCC!

TWO REASONS                    TO CHOOSE ...
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Model railroading is fun!

90 years on and we’re not done yet
It’s been a wild 90th anni-
versary year, and I never 
thought Model Railroader 
would be looking at the begin-
ning of its tenth decade from 
our current vantage point.

Here’s a bit of a recap for 
those of you who are new: We 
learned at the end of last year 
Kalmbach had reached a deal 
to sell its headquarters build-
ing in Waukesha. We were 
preparing for a move into a 
new space for most of the 
spring. 

On May 1, we learned 
Kalmbach had sold its rail-
road-related titles, plus 
FineScale Modeler and 
Astronomy magazine, to 
Firecrown Media. Th at set 
moving preparations into 
high gear, as the former 
Kalmbach building would be 
going to new owners in July.

In the midst of all this 
change, famous model rail-
roader Rod Stewart (yes, the 
rock star) reached out to 

invite us to visit his rebuilt 
layout he had moved from 
California to England.

Of course, you don’t say 
no to a Hall of Fame rock 
star, or a trip to England, so 
off  I went! You can read all 
about it starting on page 34.

By the time I returned, we 
had secured new offi  ce space 
and renovations were under-
way. By the end of July, we 
had all of our stuff  in our new 
offi  ces, and we started 
unpacking. As I write 
this in mid-Septem-
ber, we’re getting 
into a routine in 
our new space, 
not far from our 
old home.

We still have 
our David P. 
Morgan Memorial 
Library, workshop spaces 
for Model Railroader and 
FineScale Modeler, several 
project layouts, and all of the 
support spaces any offi  ce has.

While we don’t have the 
Milwaukee, Racine & Troy 
HO scale layout anymore, we 
did have time to document it 
before we carefully collected 
the structures and rolling 
stock for future projects. You 
can read about the MR&T at 
its peak beginning on page 
46, and we’ve posted some 
video of the layout on Trains.
com, with more to come.

We’re also presenting the 
inaugural class of the Model 

Railroader Hall of 
Fame in this issue. 

Read about that 
on page 53, and 
stay tuned for 
opportunities to 
keep this eff ort 
going.

Readers have 
been participating in 

the voting from the 
beginning of the year, and 
even sharing photos of trea-
sures they’ve discovered, such 
as the Model Railroader 15th 

anniversary pin, at left , from 
Allen Drucker. If you know 
anything about it, please 
share!

While 90 years is a long 
time, we’re not done yet. With 
the backing of Firecrown 
Media and its dynamic leader 
Craig Fuller, we’re sure we 
can keep this going for 
decades to come. We hope 
you’ll hop on for the ride!

Contributing to Model Railroader
We welcome contributions from readers, including articles, photographs, and drawings. For more information 
on submitting material, email Editor Eric White at eric.white@fi recrown.com. Model Railroader assumes no responsibility 
for the safe return of unsolicited material. We assume unsolicited material is intended for publication by Firecrown Media 
unless otherwise noted. We assume letters, questions, news releases, and club news items are contributed gratis.
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Editorial Director Meg Scarbrough
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Human Resources Director  Suzie Lenagar

SUBSCRIPTION RATE: Single copy: $7.99 (U.S.). Print + 
digital subscription rate: U.S.: 1 year $58.95. Canadian: Add 
$13.00 postage. Canadian price includes GST, payable in 
U.S. funds. All other international: Add $24.00 postage, 
payable in U.S. funds, drawn on a U.S. bank. ©2024, 
Firecrown Media Inc., all rights reserved. Title registered 
as trademark. This publication may not be reproduced in 
any form without permission. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ORDER, VISIT

Fully lit and decorated interior with clerk, 

ice cream, and slushy machines

Brilliantly lit exterior with two adults  

and two children figures, giant ice cream 

cone, garbage cans, evergreen tree,

and Jack the German Shepherd

Preassembled and ready to go!

Includes figure on loading dock, oil drums, 

pallet, seed bags, various greenery and 

rocks, and Jack the German Shepherd

Decorated with vintage signs on all sides

HO SCALE (275-9285)  |  O SCALE (275-9284)

HO SCALE (275-9379)  |  O SCALE (275-9378)

LIAM'S 
FROZEN CUSTARD

CRIPPLE CREEK 
SEED & FEED 

Prelit interior and exterior with lights 

under the canopy 

Beautifully decorated station with  

authentic Sunoco® signs and branding

HO SCALE (275-9289)  |  O SCALE (275-9288)

SUNOCO® STATION
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HO scale

HO scale locomotives

• Alco 4-8-8-4 “Big Boy” steam loco-
motive with Snowbus caboose. Union 
Pacific. One road number available. Big 
Boy features: 2024 style “Big Boy” letter-
ing printed on smokebox door. Current 
tender markings. Additional “plaques” 
applied to boiler and tender. Positive 
Train Control details. Snowbus features: 
Unique body style with enclosed end 
porches. Additional center-mounted 
porch light. Direct-current model, 
$799.99; with DCC and sound, $899.99. 
Genesis line. Athearn Trains, 800-338-
4639, athearn.com

• Electro-Motive Division E8 and E9 
diesel locomotives. Chicago, Rock 
Island & Pacific; Amtrak; Atchison, 
Topeka & Santa Fe; Boston & Maine; 
Delaware, Lackawanna & Western; 
Louisville & Nashville; Missouri Pacific; 
Penn Central; Seaboard Coast Line; 
Southern Pacific; and Texas & Pacific. 
Multiple road numbers per scheme. 
Seven different nose, three different back 
ends, two different sides, and three dif-
ferent steam generator variations. 

Road-specific plastic and metal detail 
parts. Direct-current single unit, 
$249.95; with DCC and sound, $369.95; 
direct-current two-pack, $469.95; with 
DCC and sound, $689.95. Rapido Trains 
Inc., 905-474-3314, rapidotrains.com

• Electro-Motive Division SD60 diesel 
locomotive with Spartan cab. Soo 
Line; Canadian Pacific; CITX; Kansas 
City Southern; New York, Susquehanna 
& Western; and Oakway. Four road 
numbers per scheme. Factory-installed 
28mm round speaker in DC and DCC 
versions. All-wheel drive and electrical 
pickup. Die-cast metal chassis. Constant, 
directional light-emitting diode head-
lights. Direct-current model, $159.98; 
with DCC and sound, $214.98. Walthers 
Mainline. Wm. K. Walthers Inc., 414-
527-0770, walthers.com

• United States Railroad Admini-
stration 0-6-0 steam locomotive.
Baltimore & Ohio, Central Railroad of 
New Jersey, New York Central, Penn-
sylvania RR, and Union Pacific. One 

road number per scheme. New and 
existing tooling. Road-name-specific fea-
tures, including tender style and head-
light placement. Separate, factory-
applied parts; operating headlight and 
backup light; metal side rods; and E-Z 
Mate Mark II couplers on front and 
back. SoundTraxx Econami steam sound 
package with air pump, blowdown, 
brake squeal, cylinder cock, and dynamo 
sounds; choice of whistles and bells; and 
“all aboard” station departure effects. 
$355. Bachmann Trains, 215-533-1600, 
bachmanntrains.com

HO scale rolling stock

• Pullman-Standard 4,427-cubic-foot 
capacity low-side covered hopper.
Indiana Farm Bureau, Agway, Archer 
Daniels Midland, Cargill, Cooperative 
Marketing Association, Continental 
Grain Co., Denver & Rio Grande 
Western, and Western Maryland. Four 
road numbers per scheme; also available 
undecorated. 4-3-4 exterior post pattern. 
Bottom outlet gate details. Placard name 
plates as appropriate. See-through run-
ning board. 36" metal wheelsets and 
Proto-Max metal couplers. $34.98. 
WalthersMainline. Wm. K. Walthers 
Inc., 414-527-0770, walthers.com

General Electric Dash 8-40C diesel locomotive. New paint 
schemes on this six-axle road unit from Atlas Model Railroad 
Co. include Rock Island Rail (red and yellow), Cimarron Valley 
(blue and yellow), CSX (YN2 with white roof), and Providence 
& Worcester (orange and yellow). The HO scale model, 
offered in one to three road numbers per scheme, features 
plastic and die-cast metal construction, a five-pole skew-

wound motor with dual flywheels, and factory-installed and 
painted crew figures. The GE Dash 8-40C is equipped with 
front or front and rear ditch lights as appropriate. Direct 
current models are priced between $199.95 and $209.95. 
Versions with a dual-mode ESU LokSound decoder are 
$309.95 to $319.95. Atlas Model Railroad Co., 908-687-0880, 
shop.atlasrr.com



December 2024 11

HO scale

Cripple Creek Seed & 
Feed. This compact building is the 
newest in the Menards HO scale product range. 
Cripple Creek Seed & Feed, which has a footprint of 31 ∕4" x 43 ∕8", features a 
base that’s scenicked with static grass, shrubs, and rocks. Additional details 
include a fi gure, Jack the German shepherd, a pallet, two oil barrels, a pair of 
fertilizer bags, and advertising signs on the wall. Unlike other Menards’ 
structures, Cripple Creek Seed & Feed ($24.99) doesn’t feature lighting. 
Menards, menards.com/trains      

Conducted by Cody Grivno and Bryson Sleppy

Hobby Trax enters U.S. market

Hobby Trax recently entered the North American model railroad market with 
the launch of its new website, which “…(introduces) its range of truly unique 
products to model railroaders across the United States and Canada.”

The United Kingdom-based model designer and manufacturer began as a 
model train shop in rural Scotland before dedicating itself to the creation and 
sales of products of its own design in 2023.

Hobby Trax USA operates out of California. From there, it now fulfi lls all 
orders and also provides customer support. Hobby Trax USA is helmed by Irwin 
D. Nathanson, a longtime model railroader who served as president of the 
Hudson Berkshire Division (National Model Railroad Association Northeastern 
Region) and as an NMRA region board member.

As for what customers can expect 
from Hobby Trax USA? “My current 
strategy, at least starting out, is to 
focus on the proprietary products 
that would be of interest to my 
potential customers” says Nathanson. 
This includes the Eye Choo Camera, a 
four-wheel car with a built-in camera 
designed to couple to the front of a 
locomotive to record video and audio 
of a layout from the engineer’s per-
spective, as well as throttle holders 
and replacement throttle cables for 
NCE and Model Rectifi er Corp. offer-
ings and an NCE PowerCab program-
ming track switch.

For the latest hobby industry news, 
visit Trains.com.

One offering from Hobby Trax USA is 
the Eye Choo Camera. It’s a four-
wheel car with a built-in camera to 
record video and audio of a layout.

• Southern Ry. radio car kit. Two road 
numbers. Painted and decorated 3-D 
resin kit. Includes trucks with 33" metal 
wheels and Kadee No. 158 metal cou-
plers with draft -gear boxes. Modeler-
installed antennas, brake wheel, ladders, 
metal weight, and screws. $100. State 
Tool & Die, statetoolanddie.com

N scale locomotives

• Electro-Motive Division F59PH die-
sel locomotive. Tri-Rail, Altamont 
Corridor Express, AMT, CalTrain, 
Coaster, GO Transit, Metra, Metrolink, 
Trinity Rail Express, and West Coast 
Express. Multiple road numbers per 
scheme. Factory-installed and painted 
wire grab irons. Underbody detail 
including separate piping. Light-
emitting-diode headlights, ditch lights, 
marker lights, and American-style red 
marker lights as applicable. Direct-
current model, $151.95; with DCC and 
sound, $256.45. Rapido Trains Inc., 905-
474-3314, rapidotrains.com

N scale passenger equipment

• Bombardier bi-level commuter car.
Altamont Corridor Express, AMT, 
CalTrain, Coaster, GO Transit, GO/
Metrolinx, Metrolink, Sounder, Trinity 
Rail Express, Tri-Rail, and West Coast 
Express. One single coach, one coach 
three-pack, and one assorted three-pack 
(two coaches and one cab car) per 
scheme. 3-D designed body shell. Single- 
or double-cab front windows as appro-
priate. Tinted window glazing. Inside 
bearing trucks. Full pilot detailing with 
body-mounted couplers. Constant inte-
rior lighting and controllable cab car 
lighting in direct current and Digital 
Command Control. Single coach, $85.45; 
coach three-pack, $256.45; assorted 
three-pack, $265.95. Rapido Trains Inc., 
905-474-3314, rapidotrains.com
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News & Reviews

The Motive Power Industries (MPI) 
MP36PH-3C, a modern four-axle com-
muter diesel locomotive, is now available 
from Atlas Model Railroad Co. Th e HO 
scale Master Line model, based on True 
Line Trains tooling, features injection-
molded plastic and die-cast metal con-
struction, light-emitting-diode lighting, 
and metal knuckle couplers. 

Our sample is decorated as Metra 403, 
part of the Chicago commuter agency’s 
401 through 427 series. Th e full-size 
units, built between October 2002 and 
March 2004, were given the model desig-
nation MP36PH-3S (the “S” for static 
inverter for the head-end power [HEP]). 

In the mid-2010s the static inverters 
were removed from the units. Th ey were 
replaced with a Caterpillar engine to 
power the HEP. A sixth fan was added at 
this time (the one at the rear of the 
hood). Th e commuter units were also 
given a new designation: MP36PH-3C. 
Metra’s fl eet of MP36PH-3C units are 
used today on its BNSF, Milwaukee 
District, and Rock Island lines.

The Atlas model has a one-piece body 
with a variety of separate, factory-
applied parts. Th e front and rear pilots 
are fi tted with plastic three-hose m.u. 
clusters and uncoupling levers. A weed-
cutter plow is attached to the front pilot. 
Th e m.u. receptacle covers are picked in 
yellow paint and stenciled Loco MU. 
Th e head-end power covers are red and 
lettered Car Cont. 

Th e model features a detailed opera-
tor’s compartment. Inside are two seats, 

Atlas HO MPI MP36PH-3C diesel locomotive

Facts & features

Price: Direct-current model with 
factory-installed speaker, $229.95; with 
dual-mode ESU LokSound V5 sound 
decoder, $349.95
Manufacturer

Atlas Model Railroad Co.
378 Florence Ave.
Hillside, NJ 07205
shop.atlasrr.com
Era: 2003 to present (as decorated)
Road names: Metra, Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority, Metrolink, and 
West Coast Express.
Features

• Metal knuckle couplers. Front at correct 
height, rear .010" too low
• Metal wheel stubs mounted on plastic 
drive axle gears, correctly gauged
• Weight: 14.8 ounces

a desktop control stand, and a conduc-
tor’s work station. Th e model lacks crew 
fi gures, but they’d be easy to install. Th e 
side cab doors are sprung. 

Details on the body include wire grab 
irons, freestanding windshield wipers 
and rear view mirrors, and a fi ve-chime 
air horn. Th e handrails and stanchions 
on the rear of the engine are plastic. 

Since the Atlas model is based on a 
stock MP36PH-3C and the Metra units 
are modifi ed MP36PH-3S diesels, there 
are some detail discrepancies. Th ere are 
six rear handrail stanchions instead of 
four. In addition, the back of the unit 
should have stepwells, not ladders. Th e 
rear vertical grab irons also don’t match 
the full-size 403. Th e area below the sill 
between the front truck and pilot has a 
diff erent profi le than the prototype.

The locomotive is neatly painted in 
Metra’s as-delivered MP36 scheme. Th e 
color separation lines are crisp, and the 
fade eff ect where the silver transitions to 
blue behind the cab doors (below the 
orange stripe) is well done. 

I compared the model to prototype 
drawings in the March 2008 Railroad 
Model Craft sman. Th e truck centers are 
42'-8" instead of 43'-3", the wheelbase is 
9'-4" instead of 9'-0", and the distance 
between the end plates is 63'-3" instead of 
65'-10". Th e fuel tank, air reservoirs, and 
toolbox are also too far forward.

Th e MP36PH-3C we received has a 
dual-mode ESU LokSound V5 sound 
decoder. I tested the unit with an NCE 
PowerCab. At step 1, the commuter 
engine crawled along at less than 1 scale 

mph. At step 28, the contemporary unit 
achieved a top speed of 67 scale mph. 
Th e full-size locomotives can achieve a 
top speed of 108 mph.

Th e four-axle road locomotive regis-
tered a drawbar pull of 2.4 ounces. Th at’s 
equivalent to 11 free-rolling passenger 
cars on straight and level track. Th e loco-
motive has a recommended radius of 22" 
when operated with Atlas passenger cars.

If you model modern commuter oper-
ations, you’ll want to check out the Atlas 
MP36PH-3C. Th e full-size units can be 
found throughout the United States and 
Canada. — Cody Grivno, senior editor



Rapido HO General Electric Dash 8-40CM

Facts & features

Trains.com members 
can see the latest prod-
uct review videos with 

this QR code. 
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Price: direct-current models, $239.95; 
with dual-mode ESU LokSound V5 sound 
decoder, $349.95
Manufacturer
Rapido Trains Inc.
500 Alden Rd., Unit 21
Markham, Ontario, Canada
L3R 5H5
rapidotrains.com
Era: 1990 to present (varies depending on 
paint scheme)
Road names: BC Rail; Canadian National; 
and Quebec, North Shore & Labrador. Two 
to six road numbers per paint scheme.
Features

• Metal knuckle couplers, at correct height
• Metal wheel stubs on geared plastic 
axles, correctly gauged
• Weight: 1 pound, 2.9 ounces

The General Electric Dash 8-40CM
diesel locomotive is back in the Rapido 
Trains product lineup. Th e redesigned 
six-axle road locomotive features a newly 
tooled fuel tank, cab interior, and trucks; 
railroad-specifi c details; and full under-
body details. 

General Electric (GE) produced the 
Dash 8-40CM from February 1990 
through March 1994. During the course 
of the production run, 84 units were 
built. Canadian National had the largest 
fl eet with 55 units, followed by BC Rail 
with 26 and Quebec, North Shore & 
Labrador with three.

Th e sample we received is decorated 
as BC Rail No. 4626, part of the rail-
road’s 4601 through 4626 series. BC Rail  
placed two orders for the Dash 8-40CM. 
Units 4601 through 4622 were built in 
1990. Th ree years later, engines 4623 
through 4626 rolled off  the assembly line 
at GE’s plant in Erie, Pa.

The Rapido model uses plastic and die-
cast metal construction. As with other 
diesels from the manufacturer, the BC 
Rail unit is loaded with details. Th e front 
of the engine has a factory-
applied snow plow, an anti-
climber pilot, and wire grab 
irons. Both pilots have three-
cluster m.u. hoses and uncou-
pling levers; the rear pilot also 
has spare coupler knuckles.

Th e North American cab 
has separate sand fi ller 
hatches, windshield wipers, 
grab irons, and a cast-metal 

bell. Behind the fl ush-fi tting window 
glazing is a detailed cab interior. Th e cab 
roof features two antennas.

Like to the prototype, the BC Rail 
model has lots of lights. Th e headlights 
are on the nose. Above the number 
boards are tri-color class lights. Th e rock 
(or corner) lights are on the front pilot; 
the ditch lights are atop the m.u. stands.    

Th e Dash 8-40CM is the fi rst model 
we’ve received equipped with Mo-Power, 
a capacitor-based system that stores 
energy and allows the model to operate 
over dirty or dead rail. Th e capacitors 
are located over the rear truck.

Our sample is painted in BC Rail’s red, 
white, and blue scheme. Th e separation 
lines between colors are mostly crisp. 
Th e placement of the graphics follows 
prototype images. Th e 4626 had its steel 
bell replaced with an electronic bell prior 
to CN leasing the railroad’s freight oper-
ations in 2004. Yellow was added to the 
sills and steps by CN. 

Th e sample we received has an ESU 
LokSound V5 sound decoder. I tested 
the model at the workbench with an 
NCE Power Cab. At step 1, the six-axle 

road unit crawled at less than 
1 scale mph. Quite impressive! 
At step 28, the model achieved 
a top speed of 75 scale mph. 
Th e full-size BC Rail Dash 
8-40CM diesels had a maxi-
mum speed of 65 mph. Th e 
model has a drawbar pull of 
3.7 ounces, equivalent to 52 
free-rolling freight cars on 
straight and level track. 

Prototype drawings of the GE Dash 
8-40CM were published in the Septem-
ber 1995 issue of Model Railroader mag-
azine. Th e majority of the dimensions 
match or closely follow published data. 
Th e locomotive’s ride height is 3 scale 
inches too high. 

Though many GE Dash 8-40CM diesels 
started their career north of the border, 
they migrated south as CN’s rail network 
expanded into the United States. Th e 
Rapido Trains cowl-bodied model would 
add some visual interest to any HO die-
sel fl eet set between 1990 and today. — 
Cody Grivno, senior editor
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The American Car & Foundry
2,970-cubic-foot capacity two-bay Center 
Flow covered hopper is now part of 
Athearn’s Genesis series. Th e N scale 
model, which we last reviewed in the 
June 2010 issue, still features injection-
molded plastic construction, body-
mounted couplers, and metal wheelsets. 
Among the product upgrades are rubber 
train line hoses; separate, factory-applied 
uncoupling levers; and lower-shelf cou-
plers on cars decorated for Burlington 
Northern and CSX.

American Car & Foundry unveiled its 
fi rst Center Flow covered hopper in June 
1961. Over the following decades, the car 
was off ered in cubic foot capacities rang-
ing from 2,700 to 6,600 with two, three, 
and four bays; continuous, elongated, 
and round hatch covers; and various out-
let gates. Th e Greenbrier Companies uses 
the Center Flow design today.

Th e full-size 2970 covered hoppers 
were designed to transport bentonite 
clay, cement, salt, silica sand, and other 
dense, dry commodities. Th e cars 
debuted in the mid-1960s and could still 
be found in service into the 2010s.

Th e sample we received is decorated 
as Missouri Pacifi c No. 706027, part of 
the railroad’s 706000 through 706099 
series. Th e full-size car was built in 
March 1967 under Lot 11-02498 as Texas 
& Pacifi c 706027. Th e car became part of 
MP’s fl eet following the October 1976 
merger between the two railroads. 

The Athearn model has a one-piece 
plastic body with a separate roof. Th e 
end cages are freestanding plastic 

Athearn N ACF Center Flow covered hopper

Facts & features

Price: single car, $39.99; three-pack, 
$99.99
Manufacturer

Athearn Trains
2904 Research Rd.
Champaign, IL 61822
athearn.com
Era: mid-1960s to 2010s (varies depend-
ing on paint scheme)
Road names: Missouri Pacifi c; ACF 
Leasing; Burlington Northern; Chicago, 
Burlington & Quincy; CSX; and Corning 
Glass Works. Two single cars and one 
three-pack per scheme.
Features

• 36" metal wheelsets, correctly gauged
• Body-mounted McHenry scale couplers, 
at correct height
• Minimum radius: 11"
• Weight: 1 ounce, .1 ounce too light per 
National Model Railroad Association 
Recommended Practice 20.1

castings with molded ladder rungs and 
crossover handrails. Th e handbrake and 
brake wheel are factory-applied parts. 
Etched-metal crossover platforms are 
attached to the bottom of the end cages 
above the draft -gear boxes. Th e B end of 
the car has a freestanding air reservoir, 
brake cylinder, control valve, and associ-
ated piping.  

A one-piece, etched-metal running 
board is attached to the top of the car. 
Th e support brackets accurately have an 
alternating thick/thin pattern. Wire grab 
irons are located on the longitudinal part 
of the boards by the full-height end lad-
ders. Four 30" round hatch covers are 
located along the top of the roof.

Th e underbody has a mix of molded 
and factory-applied parts. Among the 
molded details are the bolsters, shaker 
brackets, draft -gear boxes, and screw 
bosses for the trucks. Th e draft -gear box 
covers are screw-attached parts. 

Our sample is neatly painted gray with 
black and white graphics. Th e placement 
of the “screaming eagle” herald, road 
number, reporting marks, and other data 
follows prototype photos of other cars 
from the series.

I found prototype drawings of the 
ACF 2970 Center Flow in the 1970 
edition of the Simmons-Boardman 
Publishing Corp. Car and Locomotive 
Cyclopedia of American Practice. Th e 
dimensions on the Athearn N scale 
model match or are within scale inches 
of published data.

It’s fun to watch companies revisit 
existing tooling and make improve-
ments. Uncoupling levers and rubber 
train line hoses may seem like small 
upgrades. But I see improvements, what-
ever the size, as an indication that legacy 
companies like Athearn aren’t content 
resting on their name alone. — Cody 
Grivno, senior editor
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Price: $60 (without logs), $75 (with logs)
Manufacturer

KR Models Ltd.
No. 100 — 17865 106A Ave.
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T5S 1V8
krmodels.net
Era: Early 1900s to 1950s

Comments: Loaded and empty skele-
ton log cars are now available in HO 
scale from KR Models Ltd. The ready-to-
run model features injection-molded 
plastic construction, metal wheelsets, 
and body-mounted metal couplers.

The 40-foot log car has a two-piece 
plastic body that’s painted brown but 
unlettered. The upper half features a 
separate, factory-applied vertical brake 
staff and freestanding uncoupling 
levers. Molded details, such as the bolts 
and straps, are picked in black. The log 
bunk and truck screw boss are cast as a 
single part.

The underbody consists of a one-
piece casting that includes the draft-
gear box covers. The K-type brake 
appliances, levers, and hangers are 
freestanding parts. Though the brake 
pipes are molded, they’re painted black 
to blend in with the rest of the under-
body details. Train line hoses (attached 
to the sides of the draft-gear box cov-
ers) and the body bolsters are separate, 
factory-applied parts.

Sandwiched between the two halves 
of the body is a metal weight. The 
weight of the cars varies. The empty car 
weighs 1.2 ounces. Loaded cars weigh 3 
ounces (six logs) and 3.4 ounces (three 
logs). Per National Model Railroad 
Association Recommended Practice 
20.1, a car of this length should weigh 
3.8 ounces.

The screw-mounted, solid-bearing 
trucks are molded in black engineering 
plastic. The car rides on 38" insulated 
metal wheelsets. When I checked them 
against a National Model Railroad 
Association standards gauge, they were 
all a touch tight. A quick twist of the 
wheels brought them into gauge.

The loaded cars include cast-resin 
logs with bark texture. Log diameter is 
5 ∕16" to 3 ∕8" on the car with six logs. On 
the car with three logs the diameter is 
between 9 ∕16" and 1 ∕2". Metal tie-down 
chains are included with all cars. 

Fans of logging railroads will want 
to give these new cars from KR Models 
a look. A string of them would look 
great with a geared locomotive run-
ning through a forested scene. — Cody 

Grivno, senior editor

QUICKLOOK

KR Models HO scale 
skeleton log car



Walthers supports  every stage of
your model rail

Unplug, connect and 
prepare for the future!

Model Railroading is an enjoyable and valuable 

activity that reduces screen time, encourages 

connection and builds a solid foundation for 

future careers in engineering, architecture, 

transportation and other technical fields. The 

hands-on experience directly translates to 

real-world skills, making it an ideal way to 

prepare for a successful future.

If you’re a student, teen, or young adult looking 

for an alternative to typical after school 

activities, we encourage you to share this ad 

with your advisors, scout or community leaders. 

Have them contact Walthers to learn how a 

model railroad program can be incorporated 

into their extracurricular activity line-up.

Call 1-800-877-7171 or email railbuilderprograms@walthers.com



© 2024 Wm. K. Walthers, Inc.

Walthers supports  every stage of
your model rail road adventure.

End of home ownership 
isn't the end of a hobby
Moving to a senior community doesn’t mean 

you have to give up model railroading. 

Walthers offers programs tailored for senior 

living residents, including simple craft 

activities, six-month skill-building projects,  

and even full layouts in a club setting.  

Keep enjoying the hobby you love!

If you’re currently a resident in a senior living 

community, considering a move, or know 

of someone in this setting, we encourage 

you to share this ad with the activity 

coordinator. Have them contact Walthers to 

learn how a model railroad program can be 

incorporated into their community.

Call 1-800-877-7171 or email seniorliving@walthers.com
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Ask MR

Q Why are the fl anges on model 
steam engine drive wheels so much 
larger than on the prototypes? Is it 
because the models don’t weigh very 
much? Or is it because they have to 
navigate tight curves? And do larger 
scales (like G scale and live-steam 
models) have fl anges that are closer to 
the prototypes? 

Nathan Penn

A Most model steam and diesel loco-
motives have RP-25 fl anges, a depth rec-
ommended by the National Model Rail-
road Association. Th is dimension has 
stood the test of time for decades as a 
good compromise between realistic 
appearance and reliable operation over a 
variety of track conditions. A few model-
ers have machined the fl anges down to 
the prototype’s 1-inch depth, known as 
Proto:87, but this requires extreme atten-
tion to track alignment and gauge. Th ere 
is an intermediate code 88 semi-scale 
wheel profi le that some of us use on 
freight car wheels. I’ve found that cars so 
equipped work fi ne on my otherwise 
standard HO track, but no locomotives 
are available with semi-scale wheels.

Large scale models tend to have over-
size fl anges, probably because many of 
them are used outdoors where track is 
subjected to harsh weather conditions. 
Live-steam practices vary, but many ad-
here to prototype dimensions. — Tony 
Koester, contributing editor

Q In all my 74 years of looking at train 
tracks this is the fi rst time I noticed a 
NO TRESPASSING stencil on the web of the 
rail of the Union Pacifi c tracks that run 
by my home in Fort Dodge, Iowa. I’m 
curious if this is standard procedure for 
the UP or if other railroads also use this 
as a warning.

Mike Pavik

A Trespassing on railroad property isn’t 
only illegal, it’s dangerous. Virtually 
every major railroad posts no trespassing 
signs along the right-of-way to discour-
age people from using the tracks as a 
shortcut. However, signs are expensive 
and subject to vandalism and theft .

Th e solution to these issues is apply-
ing stencils to the web of the rail like 
what you spotted in Fort Dodge. I’m not 
sure if this is a standard procedure for 

QHow do mechanical passenger car washers work?
Steve Moore

A 
Keeping passenger cars clean is a never-ending battle as they’re 
subjected to the same dirt, dust, and grime as locomotives and freight 

cars. While some minor cleaning, such as washing windows, can be 
handled en route, extensive cleaning is handled at coach yards and larger 
terminals. Andy Sperandeo, former Model Railroader editor, explained 
how car washers worked in his book The Model Railroader’s Guide to 
Passenger Equipment & Operation (Kalmbach Books, 2006). Here’s what he 
had to say on the topic:

“Coach yards also included cleaning tracks where trains could be 
cleaned both inside and out. These were typically arranged on platforms 
on either side of the track to give car cleaners access to the sides and 
windows of both sides of each car. 

“Mechanical car washers were installed at some large terminals for 
cleaning the exteriors of whole trains. A switcher would couple to the 
consist to be cleaned and draw it slowly through the car washer’s deter-
gent sprays and rotating brushes. In general these machines cleaned only 
the sides of passenger cars while the roofs, less visible to the public, were 
left to accumulate locomotive soot, road grime, and other ‘weathering.’

“Car washers didn’t have a lot of effect on trucks and underbody 
equipment, either. At least one major railroad, the Atchison, Topeka & 
Santa Fe, made it a practice to spray fresh silver paint on the trucks and 
unskirted underbody equipment of cars turned in its coach yard.”

Wm. K. Walthers Inc. offered an HO scale passenger car washer in its 
Cornerstone line as item No. 933-3186. It’s listed on the manufacturer’s 
website as discontinued, but the kit can still be found on the secondary 
market. Stewart Products, part of Alexander Scale Models, offers car 
washer kits in two-, four-, and six-brush versions in N and HO scales.

A mechanical passenger car washer cleans a streamliner as a coach yard 
switcher (out of frame) slowly pulls the train through the machine. The location 
isn’t specifi ed, but is probably in Texas, as the Sunbeam operated between 
Dallas and Houston on the Southern Pacifi c’s Texas & New Orleans subsidiary. 
David P. Morgan Library collection

Keeping passenger cars clean

Send questions on model, prototype, and toy 

trains to AskTrains@Trains.com.
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By Cody Grivno

the UP or a way to supplement posted 
signs. When I was railfanning along the 
UP at Clyman Junction, Wis., about 50 
minutes northwest of our Brookfield, 
Wis., offices, I spotted UPRR Main Trk 
stencils on the web of the rail. 

On the Canadian National line near 
my house, I’ve seen stencils in the web of 
the rail indicating rail weight, such as 
115 New. The CN also uses stencils to 
indicate main tracks and sidings. These 
stencils can be found in the gauge at 
grade crossings.

Q I’m planning a rail-served brewery 
for my N scale layout. What did these 
kind of industries look like, and what 
kind of products would trains deliver to 
the brewery or haul away from it?

Eli Quarless

A Breweries had different looks 
depending on the era and location. 
Chapter 3 of Jeff Wilson’s book The 
Model Railroader’s Guide to Industries 
Along the Tracks 2, contains images of 
different breweries from throughout the 
United States. The title is out of print, 
but you can find it at used book dealers.

Incoming traffic for a brewery would 
include barley malt, corn, hops, corn 
syrup, bottles/cases, empty cans, kegs, 
and cardboard/packaging. Outbound 
traffic would include draft beer, bottled 
beer, and canned beer. In the 1940s the 
outbound beer would have been shipped 
in 40-foot ice reefers. Today it’s trans-
ported in RBL (insulated) boxcars.

I also wrote about adding a compact 
brewery to our former Milwaukee, 
Racine & Troy HO scale staff layout. You 
can read about Keller Beverage Co. in 
the August and September 2014 issues of 
Model Railroader. 

Coal receiving Grain/malt elevator Brewhouse Bottling/warehouse/shipping Corn syrup unloading

Produced under license from Union Pacific Railroad Company.

We know what you want in your stocking, 
and it ’s not sugar plums!

Something to dream about...
Clockwise L-R:

- D&RGW As-Delivered Krauss-Maffei Diesels

- Whitcomb 65-Ton Diesels, available in USATC, 
Maryland Midland, ACL, Industrial and Undec 
Black. N-Scale in ACL or USATC.

- NCTD Sprinter Light Rail Vehicle

All models in DCC or DCC/Sound versions.

Stencils such as UPRR MAIN TRK and NO 

TRESPASSING can be found on the web of 
the rail on some Union Pacific lines. The 
example shown here is at Clyman 
Junction, Wis. Cody Grivno photo

This plan, from Jeff Wilson’s book The Model Railroader’s Guide to Industries Along 

the Tracks 2 (Kalmbach Books, 2006), shows how to make a brewery complex fit on 
a layout. Model Railroader illustration
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Ask MR MORE 
Q&A

Scan this QR code to watch 

the Ask Trains.com video 

series for more Q&As.

Q Please explain how to tell the 
difference between horizontal and 
vertical cut rail nippers. 

Dave Smith

A To answer your question, I turned to 
a blog on the Xuron Corp. website. Th e 
well-known manufacturer of hobby 
tools, based in Saco, Maine, recom-
mends using its 2175B track cutters on 
new installations. Th e tool is designed to 
cut code 100 and smaller nickel silver 
and brass rail in a top-to-bottom 
motion. It is semi-fl ush cutting, which 
means one side of the cut (to the back of 
the blade) will be smooth. Th e other side 
of the cut will be rough.  

Xuron’s 2175M vertical cutter is 
designed to cut track that’s already been 
installed on a model railroad. It features 
a rounded nose, which protects the ties 
and roadbed below while the rail is being 
cut. Some touch-up with a fi le may be 
required where the cut was made. Th e 
2175M vertical cutter is also compatible 
with code 100 and smaller nickel silver 
and brass rail.

Q On the Winston-Salem 
Southbound Tar Branch project 
layout there were three small 
industries in the middle. Do you have 
the brands and descriptions of the 
structures used? 

Andy Sestak

A Th e Winston-Salem Southbound was 
Model Railroader’s 2018 project layout, 
featured in the January through April 
issues. In addition, the 2'-9" x 8'-2" model 

railroad was featured in numerous vid-
eos, which you can watch on Trains.com. 

Th e three buildings you’re asking 
about are H.G. Wright Distributing Co., 
a beer distributor; Clyde L. Foy Co., a 
food broker; and George A. Hormel & 
Co., as you probably guessed, a meat dis-
tributor. All three of these buildings 
were modeled by Trains.com Director 
David Popp.

He used the DPM Landmark Struc-
tures freight depot, item No. 10700, as 
the starting point for kitbashing the 
H.G. Wright building. David turned to a 
pair of City Classics’ Carnegie Street 
Manufacturing kits (No. 109) to model 
the Foy and Hormel buildings. 

Unfortunately, City Classics is no lon-
ger in business. However, you may still 
be able to fi nd the Carnegie Street 
Manufacturing kits at brick-and-mortar 
and online retailers, model railroad swap 
meets, and online auction websites.

You can learn more about how David 
modeled this group of buildings in the 
Winston-Salem Southbound series on 
Trains.com Video. 

See the latest PECO Catalog for further details, pick up your FREE copy from your PECO stockist.
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Manufactured to the highest 
standards for our loyal fans in  
the United States and Canada,  

by the model railroad track 
specialists in the United Kingdom.

     RO
BUST

 
   RELIABLE

 READILY AVAILABLE
A favorite with N scale modelers,  
PECO Streamline Code 55 finescale track 
includes a comprehensive line of  
switches, crossings and slips  
and is ideal for modular  
layouts on the  
move.

SLE399F 
3 Way 
Switch

N SCALE CODE 55

Made in the UK • For stockists call +44 (0) 1297 626204 or visit www.peco-uk.com

The Xuron 2175B track cutter is a 
popular hand tool used by many model 
railroaders. It’s designed for cutting 
code 100 and smaller rail from top to 
bottom. Jeff Wilson photo
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Please contact us 
for a free catalog.

www.proxxon.com/us

 

Drill Stand 

MB 200

PROXXON Inc. – Hickory, NC/USA – Email: sales.us@proxxon.com

MICROMOT Drill Stand MB 200. With dovetail guide and tiltable 

head for beveled drilling and versatile milling operations. Perfect 

supplement: MICRO Compound Table KT 70.

Made of die-cast aluminum parts with CNC-machined guides 

and fits. Geared rack and pinion feed with return spring allowing 

effortless and sensitive operation. Practical drill depth scale with 

adjustable limit stop.

The PROXXON MICROMOT system features more than 

50 high-quality power tools and a huge selection of 

matching accessories.  

Compound Table  

KT 70

PRECISION POWER TOOLS FOR 

YOUR INTRICATE PROJECTS

TM

6006

6012
6-PACK
12-PACK

$146.00
$285.00

800-6000  $ 24.95

Slow

Motion

Switch

Machine

MADE IN THE 

USA
• Enclosed Gear Drive Mechanism

(NOT a Screw-Drive Machine!)

• Simple Mounting - All Linkage Included!

• 2 Sets SPDT Auxiliary Contacts

AT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOP OR DIRECT

INCLUDE $10.00 FOR SHIPPING & HANDLING

Send SSAE for more info or $10.00 for complete
60 page Catalog & Application Book to:

CIRCUITRON
211 RocBaar Dr., Romeoville, IL 60446-1163

For 35+ Years, Simply...

The BEST!

For Model Railroader advertising  

information, please call  

Martha Stanczak  

at 262-798-6643.

Build Your Best!
Subscribe to Model Railroader today.

Trains.com/MRR
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HOW TO BUILD MODULAR BENCHWORK p.53

PLUS

Animate!Power an excavator withArduino p.29

O scale special!
• Lighting and weathering
tips boost realism p.40• Rebuild resolvescompromises p.34• Paint and weatherboxcars p.24

Ed Rappe’s O scale PRR 
layout models central Pennsylvania. p. 34

1934•Years•2024

February 2024Trains.com

Operate a real interlocking tower p.62

Vote in our modeler’s Hall of Fame p.59

Build a road bridge p.46
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Railway Post Office

It’s all about the journey

I recently received the September 
2024 issue of Model Railroader and read 
with fascination your From the Editor 
“Build the stuff of fantasies” with great 
interest and appreciation.

The points of interest you discuss in 
the editorial are all areas that I person-
ally have pondered over my years of 
being a model railroader, some 49 years.

My modeling buddy here in 
Melbourne, Australia, Dennis Hare, and 
I both have small N scale layouts. His is 
Union Pacific American and mine an 
Iron Ore Australian layout.

We have concluded that both of us 
have a sufficiently large enough layout to 
keep our modeling endeavors going for 
many more years, even though our lay-
outs are small (his is 7 x 14 feet and mine 
is 8 x 16 feet) and of a similar age i.e. 34 
years. Large model railways seem to 
come and then go, as time, money, and 
resources, which are generally limited 
for individuals, sets the railway on a 
“short lived” path.

Clubs like La Mesa’s are unique. 
However, there is a large N scale club in 
Sydney, Australia, which is created by 
the ‘Sydney N Scale Model Railway 
Club,’ see its Facebook page, which  
follows, I believe, a similar format to  
La Mesa.

My friend Dennis and I earnestly 
believe it is about the journey of  
building your empire that is the most 
satisfying aspect of the hobby, and this  
is something that needs to be conveyed 
to the other modelers out there,  
especially the new up and coming 
modelers.

Noel S. Purdey, Melbourne, Australia

Turnaround operations

I have another solution to the turn-
around question on page 18 of the 
September 2024 issue of Model 
Railroader. Put a cabin on both ends of 
the train like the Detroit, Toledo & 
Ironton (DT&I) did many years ago.  
On my Pine Creek Ry., the Kirby  
Creek turn leaves the Johnstown yard 
and travels to Kirby Creek. It switches 

the trailing point sidings, then heads  
to the next town, which is Marysville, 
where there is a passing siding. The 
engines run around the train. No  
need to switch the caboose because  
there is one on each end of the train.  
The engines couple on the other end  
to head back to Kirby Creek to switch 
the industries on the other side of the 
main, which are now trailing point  
sidings. Then it returns the Johnstown 
yard.

Bill Reese, Dayton, Ohio

A better cleaning solution

In the Ask MR column of the 
October 2024 issue, you explained how 
to use alcohol to clean your locomotive 
wheels and track. 

Please everyone; I can’t shout this 
loudly enough — do not use isopropyl 
alcohol to clean your wheels or track!!! 
While I’m shouting — do not use ace-
tone either!!!

You state in your response that opin-
ions differ as to what the hated “black 
gunk” is. Perhaps that is true for some, 
but science confirmed years ago, the 
gunk is mostly metal oxides caused by 
micro-arcing between our locomotive 
wheels and track. This is not opinion, 
this is confirmed scientific fact. So, the 
goal for all of us is to reduce as much as 
possible the micro-arcing. 

How? 
Science tells us to use what are known 

as non-polar solvents for cleaning all 
electrical contact points. Fortunately for 
us, there are several readily available 
chemicals that are excellent for this pur-
pose, kerosene and mineral spirits for 
example. There are also a few formulas 
made specifically for us model railroad-
ers that are very good as well.

After finding this information a few 
years ago, I made the switch from alco-
hol to a non-polar product made for 
model railroading and the difference has 
been amazing. I used to have to clean my 
track monthly. Now I go about nine 
months between serious cleaning of 
track and wheels. I sincerely hope every-
one will do themselves this favor.

Edward Angel, Lompoc, Calif. 

Comments, suggestions, and additional information on Model Railroader articles and departments are 

welcome in this column. Every comment will be read, but not all can be printed or answered. Make your 

statement in 300 words or less, and send it to Railway Post Office, Model Railroader magazine, 

18650 W. Corporate Dr. STE 103, Brookfield, WI 53045, or email editor@modelrailroader.com. 

Please include your name, city, and state.
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You Design Any Size Layout

For Any Gauge Track
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Washington Island, WI 54246
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NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS 
Model Railroading For All  Seasons ®�

VISIT OUR WEBSITE, OR GIVE US A CALL 
Orders/Info (610) 353-8585  

MINIMUM ORDER : $30.00  ● 15% Restocking Fee on Returns 
PA Residents Add 6% Sales Tax 

Hours: M - TH 12-5 ● Friday 12-7 ● Sat 12-5 ● 
Sun 11-5 (Nov. 1st-Dec. 24th) 

2343 West Chester Pike ● Broomall, PA 19008 
(610) 353-8585 ● ESTABLISHED 1909   

Prices Subject to Change Without Notice; Not Responsible For Typographical Errors  

 

ATLAS HO 

BLOWOUT SALE! 
10003136 CN Dash 8-40C #2465 DCC/Snd ......... #184.99 

10003230 SP GP40 #7134 DCC Ready ................ $114.99 

10003436 ATFS U23B #6317 DCC/Snd ............... $184.99 

20006193 NS Gunderson Auto Carrier ................... $45.98 

20006197 UP Gunderson Auto Carrier ................... $45.98 

20006431 CP Auto Carrier ...................................... $45.98 

20006435 BNSF Auto Carrier ................................. $45.98 

2000643X 6/7 TTX White Auto Carrier .................... $45.98 

2000644X 2/3 TTX Yellow Auto Carrier ................... $45.98 

20006446 TTX Bulkhead Flatcar............................. $17.99 

Athearn HO  
G01111 UP SD70ACe #1111 DCC/Sound ............. $274.99 

G12321 MR F7A /F7B DCC Ready ....................... $250.00 

G7055X 3/4 PRLX SD75M DCC Ready................ $164.98 

G75502 BN SD60M DCC/Sound .......................... $179.98 

G75606 BNSF SD60M DCC/Sound ...................... $244.98 

G7572X 1/2 UP SD70M DCC Ready .................... $184.99 

G7572X 3/4 CN SD70I DCC Ready ...................... $184.99 

G7572X 6/7/8 NS SD70 DCC Ready .................... $184.99 

G7582X 6/7/8 NS SD70 DCC/Sound .................... $284.99 

6795X 7/9 Tropicana 50’ DD Boxcar ....................... $31.49 

7438 BNSF 48’ Husky Stack Well w/extra ............... $37.99 

93456 GTW Covered Hopper 3 Pack..................... $119.97 

Rapido HO 

1280XX 49-52 AMT PH6 Coach............................ $101.99 

128056 AMT PH3 Dinette ..................................... $101.99 

12805X 7/8 AMT PH4 Dinette ............................... $101.99 

1280XX 60-61 AMT PH6 Dinette........................... $101.99 

14400X 4/5/6 CNJ Northeast Cab. (Coast Guard) .. $79.99 

14400X 7/8/9 L&NE Northeast Caboose (Red) ....... $79.99 

14401X 0/2 LV Northeast Caboose (Tuscan) .......... $79.99 

14401X 6/8 RDG Northeast Caboose (As deliv.) .... $79.99 

25004 AMT Turbotrain 5 Pack DC......................... $629.99 

25006 AMT Turbotrain 2 Pack DC......................... $379.99 

25106 AMT Turbotrain Coach #186 ....................... $119.99 

25506 AMT Turbotrain 2 Pack DCC/Sound ........... $549.99 

Bowser HO 

12923 Septa Trolley #2245 KC Body DCC/Sound $199.99 

25123 GN U25B #5408 DCC Ready ..................... $152.99 

25126 GN U25B #54014 DCC/Snd ....................... $230.99 

25127 C&O U25B #8106 DCC Ready .................. $152.99 

430XX 79-81 N&W 55-Ton Hopper ......................... $23.99 

430XX 85-90Reading 55-Ton Hopper ..................... $23.99 

Bachmann HO 

50615 PRR 0-6-0 w/ Slope Back Ten Smoke .......... $84.99 

51506 B&O 2-6-2 Prairie Smoke ............................. $99.99 

53801 B&O 0-6-0 #354 DCC/Snd ......................... $229.98 

53802 NYC 0-6-0 #232 DCC/Snd ......................... $229.98 

53803 PRR 0-6-0 #8168 DCC/Snd ....................... $229.98 

65207 Amtrak GG1 #926 ........................................ $64.99 

67404 Amtrak ACS-64 Flag Demo DCC/Snd ........ $244.99 

68304 AMT ACL-42 PH VII #309 DCC/WOW Snd $269.99 

68305 AMT ACL-42 PH VII #311 DCC/WOW Snd $269.99 

69101 Amtrak GP7 DCC Ready MOW Scheme .... $119.99 

84407 PRR K4 #612 Post War WOWSound/DCC $319.99 

Bachmann N 

53253 N&W 4-8-4 J Class #611 DCC/Snd Value .. $270.99 

53451 SRR 4-8-2 Light Mtn #1489 DCC/Snd ....... $229.99 

5395X 1/2/3/4 PRR K4 4-6-2 DCC/Snd ................ $282.97 

66357 UP EMD GP40 #678 DCC/Snd Value ........ $164.99 

66358 BNSF EMD GP40 #3013 DCC/Snd Value . $164.99 

66359 CSX EMD GP40 #6007 DCC/Snd Value .... $164.99 

6795X 1/2/3 AMT SC-44 DCC/Sound ................... $219.99 

8085X  3/4/5/6 B&O EM-1 2-8-8-4 DCC/Snd ........ $309.99 

Model Railroader December 2024
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BETTER THAN EVER

FAST & FRIENDLY SERVICE

SHOP THE
SALE NOW!
WWW.MODELTRAINSTUFF.COMWWW.MODELTRAINSTUFF.COMWWW.MODELTRAINSTUFF.COM

January 25 & 26, 2025

Sponsored by the Amherst 

Railway Society

Eastern States Exposition is the home 

of the BIG E Agricultural Fair

Eastern States Exposition

West Springfield, Massachusetts

railroadhobbyshow.com

OPEN 7 
days a 
week!

Your source 
for ALL
your Model 
Railroad supplies ALL at 
Great Prices.

www.mainlinehobby.com 

Mainline Hobby Supply, Inc. 
15066 Buchanan Trail East,  
Blue Ridge Summit, PA. 17214

717-794-2860
email: mainlinehobby@comcast.net

Trains, Toys & Hobbies
HO SPECIALISTS

Largest Selection on Delmarva

New, Used, Buy, Sell, Trade, Consignment

www.trainstoysandhobbies.com

RailroadBackdrops.com

For 20% Off
Enter Code MR100
When You CheckOut

Place An Order
Before 12-31-2024
Get 20% Off
(800) 216-9202

Polar
Express
Theme Backdrops Now Available

RailroadBackdrops.com

TheRailroadDesigner.com

Designing Dream Layouts
For Over 20 Years

Any Scale / Any Size
* Display / Railfan Designs

* Prototypical Based Designs

The Railroad Designer

TeeRailroadDesigner@Gmail.com
800-216-9202

LONDON - PARIS
v.
v.
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Step by Step

One afternoon while paging through 
Volume No. 4 of Jerry DeVos’ hardcover 
series Th e Sandy River and Rangeley 
Lakes Railroad and Predecessors I came 
upon a couple photos of an SR&RL fl at-
car loaded with the metal salvaged from 
cars that had been burned for scrap. 
Included in the load were four truck 
assemblies, truss rods, brake wheels, and 
other indistinguishable lengths of rusted 
metal rods and pipes along with at least 
one discarded coupler.

Since I had replaced all of the original 
trucks and underframes on my 
Bachmann freight cars with low-profi le 
trucks and underframes, I had a whole 
box of raw materials sitting on a shelf in 
my train room. So I decided to create a 
couple “one evening project” fl atcar loads 
for my On30 SR&RL. 

Let’s keep our hopes up, now that the 
SR&RL has abandoned the track to 
Bigelow and is hauling scrap metal away 
via the Maine Central, it can drum up 
enough cash to keep the railroad operat-
ing for a few more years!

Ed West, on the scrap train from Bigelow, checks ahead as Dana Aldrich eases No. 18 into Kingfi eld. The miscellaneous scrap, 
truss rods, discarded trucks, and rail will be shipped out on Maine Central fl atcars. Photos by the author

By Lou Sassi

STEP 1 PREPARING THE SCRAP

I fi rst went to my scrap box and dug out an assortment of different diame-
ter solid wire, fl oral wire, stranded wire that I had removed from a couple old 
picture frames; some discarded brake wheels; trucks and underframes; and 
Bachmann couplers ❶. 

I cut away the truss rods from the underframe assemblies with a No. 11 
hobby knife ❷. Then I cut a bunch of wire to approximately the same length 
as the plastic truss rods, occasionally bending some of them. 

❶ ❷

Scrap loads for your fl atcars
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www.axiantech.com

AXIAN TECHNOLOGY

623-580-0800

Foam Lined
Self Closing

Fully Assembled

Call TODAY to order! 1-800-466-3131

HO Scale
Holds 20 Cars - $31.95

N Scale
Holds 36 Cars - $31.95

Tote Bags
$36.95

Plus S&H

Storage
Boxes

Patented U.S.A.

18000 N. Black Canyon Hwy. ¥ Phoenix, AZ 85053
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Step by Step

STEP 2

STEP 4

STEP 3

WEATHERING THE SCRAP

FINISHING TOUCHES

FORMING THE LOADS

All of the scrap materials that I used were either bare 
metal or painted various colors so I didn’t bother to 
repaint anything. 

I simply weathered the trucks with a brushed on wash 
of Raw Umber tube acrylics, diluting with tap water ❶. I 
used a Raw Sienna wash to age the wires ❷.

I modifi ed four Bachmann couplers to better resemble 
those in the prototype photos. After cutting off the end 
that mounts in the draft-gear box (since Bachmann cou-
plers are plastic simply use a pair of cutting pilers to 
accomplish this) I made up a styrene frame out of 
Evergreen .010" x .040" strip. I painted them Grimy Black 
❶ and placed them alongside the trucks. I used dollhouse 

wax (the stuff they use to temporarily hold details in place 
in doll houses) to hold the couplers in place on the deck of 
the car. The wax holds the couplers securely while making 
them easy to remove.

Finally I added a couple of cut down O scale brake 
wheels I had laying around to each pile then aerosol 
sprayed everything with Testor’s Dullcote ❷. 

I wanted the loads to be removable so I kept this in mind 
during construction. After the acrylics dried, I glued the 
four trucks together end to end with 5-minute Epoxy ❶. 
At the same time I glued the axle tips into the journal 
boxes of each truck. This helped stabilize the trucks and 
allowed me to glue Kappler scale 4 x 4-inch wood blocking 
against both end sets of wheels. 

Using Weldbond, a multi-purpose adhesive, I glued a 
couple lengths of the heavier wire to the tops of the trucks 
to help hold them in position ❷. Then I piled a half dozen 
lengths of assorted wire and truss rods on top, gluing each 
in place with Weldbond as I went along. Once dry, I laid a 
couple of pliers on top to press everything down then 
added more glue ❸. 

❶

❶

❶

❷

❷

❷

❸
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Tips for improving the 

running quality and 

details on an HO scale 

2-6-2 Prairie
By Peter Hall
Photos by the author

ometimes modeling projects come about in unusual ways. Clark Propst, 
whose modeling work has appeared in the pages of Model Railroader, had a 
NorthWest Short Line (NWSL) HO scale Milwaukee Road 2-6-2 Prairie 
steam locomotive. He wanted me to improve the running qualities of the 

brass model and customize it to match the railroad’s 900-series locomotives. 
Th e project took almost two months to complete. Other people contributed to the 

fi nished model’s success, including Ken Clark, who advised me about motor replace-
ment; Gary Schrader, who provided input on drivers; and Ted Douglas of the 
Milwaukee Road Historical Association, who shared prototype photos and off ered 
many detailed suggestions. 

Peter Hall began model railroading with unpainted wooden trains when he was 4. 
His working career spanned 46 years, starting with the U.S. Navy Submarine Service 
and ending with 20 years as Director of Safety with Amtrak. Th is is his sixth MR article.

Upgrade a
Peter Hall shares how he improved the running quality and details on an HO scale NorthWest Short Line 2-6-2 steam 
locomotive. He detailed the model to match Milwaukee Road No. 943 for Clark Propst’s layout. 
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The NorthWest Short Line (NWSL) 
model is nicely constructed with 
etched-metal running boards and good 
castings. However, it has an unusual 
drive train, something that was 
“designed by NWSL to make the model 
more like a real locomotive by eliminat-
ing the usual obtrusiveness of the gear-
box under the boiler.” Instead of the 
normal gearbox position sitting on top 
of the geared axle with the motor in 
line with the worm shaft, the NWSL 
2-6-2 Prairie steam locomotive has a 
double-idler gearbox trailing back hori-
zontally from the rear axle. 

This is connected to a vertically 
mounted motor with the worm sol-
dered onto the motor shaft. While it 
does achieve the NWSL goal of elimi-
nating the usual gearbox, this arrange-
ment makes motor changes more diffi -
cult. You can see the gearbox tilted up 
and opened to show the internal gear-
ing in ❶. The two motor-mount screws 
rest on the frame.

With an understanding of how the 
model was constructed, I next test ran 
the locomotive with fi ve Pacifi c Fruit 
Express refrigerator cars and a caboose. 
The engine could barely pull the cars up 
my 1.5% grade, and became very hot 
while doing so. It was drawing almost 
150ma, far too much for the Sagami 
1624 motor. The motor needed to be 
replaced, but I wanted to keep the orig-
inal gearbox. A pair of 2mm screws 
secured the motor to the gearbox. A 
similar Sagami motor would be a good 
choice as the threaded holes would be 
in the same positions.

I replaced the Sagami 1624 motor 
with a 1630, which is 16mm in diameter 
by 30mm long. According to Ken Clark, 
it has twice the torque of the 1624. 
However, the longer motor was too tall 
for the mounting. The top of the motor 
impinged against the inside top of the 
boiler, and the engine wouldn’t run. 

I tried rotating the assembly forward 
into the boiler, but that would have 

required extensive cutting into the 
boiler. In addition, this approach would 
also have required the factory-installed 
weight to be repositioned.  

Fortunately, the model has no back-
head, so I took advantage of the 
unused space. I used new screws with 
thinner, smaller-diameter heads to 
lower the motor. Then I cut a channel in 
the frame so the motor could tilt back 
about 10 degrees ❷. This provided 
enough clearance for the motor to fi t 
inside the boiler cavity without having 
to make any modifi cations.

I replaced the original large-head 
screws with smaller ones that fi t the 
motor. I wanted to recess them as well, 
to provide as much room as possible to 
tilt the motor. However, my attempts to 
cut a recessed shoulder into the plastic 
gearbox ears weren’t successful. 
Instead, I inserted two short sleeves 
made from brass tube and glued them 
into the ears ❸. The mounting screws 
fi t nicely up inside the sleeves. 

Though the steps outlined above 
solved one problem, they introduced 
another. The new installation dropped 
the gearbox down so low that the trail-
ing truck mounting screw was below 
rail height. 

The fl oor of the gearbox casting is 
.050" thick, so I fi led the gearbox fl oor 
to be parallel with the rails, as shown in 

❶. This allowed the screw to sit high 
enough to clear any obstructions.

The lower position meant that I 
needed a new spring wire to hold 
down the gearbox. I made the spring 
from .020" phosphor bronze wire. This 
is also shown in ❶. 

Installing the spring required mov-
ing the trailing truck backward. I made 

a tongue extension for the truck ❷
and used a short piece of tubing to act 
as a pivot. I secured the truck to the 
gearbox with a thin-head screw.

With the modifi cations complete, I 
test ran the model. The 2-6-2 was now 
capable of pulling 11 refrigerator cars 
up the hill and drew just 40ma. The 
new motor also ran cooler.  

❶

❶

❷

❷ ❸

GETTING STARTED

Screws recessed 
into mounting ears

New channels fi led 
into frame

Sleeves inside 
mounting ears

New spring wire 
and mounting post

Floor of gearbox fi led fl at 
to clear rail height
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“Big Ben”-style 
numbers

New handrails

Clark wanted the engine decorated to 
be Milwaukee Road class K1 No. 943. 
The full-size 943 was actually a class 
K1as, but I couldn’t fi nd any tiny lower-
case lettering in my decal stash, so we 
agreed to let it be a K1.

Prototype photos showed the 943 
had a curious arrangement of steps on 
the pilot. A set of stairs were located 
on the engineer’s side. Individual steps 
were located on the other.

I fashioned a set of stairs and sol-
dered it to the existing step ❶. I also 
noticed that the handrails needed to be 
modifi ed, as did some of the plumbing. 
Ted Douglas reminded me that the new 
stairs needed a support, so I extended 
the pilot deck ❷.

The prototype 943 also had large 
number plates attached to the sides of 
the headlight, which I re-created with 
.005" brass shim stock. I used numbers 
— modifi ed slightly — from a Micro-
scale decal set intended for Union 
Pacifi c steam locomotives ❸.

Clark wanted the tender heralds to 
be mounted on plates, similar to some 
Milwaukee Road prototypes. I captured 
this look by applying the herald decals 
to painted pieces of .005" styrene. I 
secured the heralds to the tender with 
canopy glue.

I installed a SoundTraxx Tsunami2
decoder with CurrentKeeper in the 
model. First, I worked on the headlight 
and back-up light. The casting on the 
back-up light was so small that a regular 
bulb was oversized. I used an Evan 
Designs pico light-emitting diode (LED). 
The LED has very fi ne wires, which are 
almost invisible.

Since the gearbox doesn’t protrude 
up into the boiler, the engine weight 

sits over the middle drivers, nicely bal-
ancing the engine. This provided room 
in front of the engine weight for a 
Bowser double sugar cube speaker.

With the wiring installed, I gave the 
engine one more test run on my layout. 
The locomotive sounded great and was 
able to pull 27 cars without hesitation. 
Pleased with the how the 2-6-2 Prairie 
looked, I packed up the model and sent 
it back to Clark.  

❶

❷ ❸

Air line from port 
side reshaped

Stanchion removed

New number 
boards on sides 

of headlight

Rear sander line 
removed, new one 
installed on both sides

New staircase installed

Step attached to
cylinder removed 

Pilot deck extension, 
both sides
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New spring wire Post turned up

Shorter drawbar 
installed

RETURN TO SENDER

I thought I was done with the 943, but 
it turns out I wasn’t finished with the 
project just yet. Clark’s layout has tight 
radius curves, which is how he gets so 
much layout into a small space. This cre-
ated problems for the 2-6-2. Though 
the model worked fine on my layout, it 
derailed and shorted on his. Clark 
shipped the engine back to me for 
diagnosis and repair. 

When I opened the box and lifted 
out the engine, I made a lucky find. In 

the box, between the upper and lower 
foam blocks, was a substitute casting 
for mounting the pilot coupler. The 
engine originally had a Kadee No. 5 in a 
regular draft-gear box. I’d installed a 
No. 58 scale-head coupler in a No. 23 
box, which reduced the swivel range of 
the front truck. I replaced the No. 23 
box with the casting. This increased the 
swivel range of the front truck ❶. 

The rear truck also swiveled farther 
on tighter curves. This caused the inside 

rim of the left wheel to touch the 
spring wire post, creating a short. 

I fixed this problem by rotating the 
post forward and up 90 degrees. I also 
created a new spring wire that arched 
up high enough to clear the truck ❷. 

In addition, the pointed end of the 
original drawbar, a NWSL slip-on 
design, impinged against the tender’s 
first axle and front wheel. I replaced it 
with a drawbar that has a shorter, 
rounded end.

❶ ❷

I re-assembled the engine and tested 
it in my yard. Though the curvature 
issues were resolved, the engine didn’t 
run smoothly. While examining the 
model, I noticed the front set of drivers 
were significantly out of quarter. The 
hidden problem, though, was still to be 
found: The front and rear siderods on 
both sides had elongated holes. This 
allowed the siderods to misalign and 
bind the engine.

To fix the problem, I put a brass 
00-90 washer onto a screw, inserted it 
into a threaded brass tube, and 
chucked it into a drill press. Filing gen-
tly, I reduced the outside diameter of 
the washer. 

Then, leaving the washer still assem-
bled, I filed the washer so it would fit 
snugly into the elongated hole in the 
siderod. I used silver solder to fix it in 
place, then filed and reamed the hole 

until it was centered and large enough 
to accept the crank pin ❶. The holes  
in the siderod have to be, center-to-
center, the same distance apart as the 
axles. It took a bit of calculation to 
determine the exact distance.

The reassembled engine ran 
smoothly and drew less current than 
before. So, I tried it on the layout again. 
This time, the front and rear truck 
derailed on switches, particularly my 
double-slip switches. This led me back 
to the drawing board once again to 
search for a solution.

I’m not a fan of centering springs, 
but the Milwaukee Road 2-6-2 Prairie 
steam locomotive seemed to need 
them. I added some lead weight to the 
front truck. I then soldered a piece of 
.010" phosphor bronze wire to a thin 
solder lug and added it onto the truck 
mounting post. The truck already had a 

tiny loop that could capture the far end 
of the wire, leaving it free to move as 
needed on tight-radius curves. 

For the rear truck, I drilled a .014" 
hole in the tongue, soldered in an eye-
bolt, and made another centering 
spring. The front and rear centering 
springs can be seen in ❷. 

After all the assembly and disassem-
bly, the 1.7mm pivot screw for the rear 
truck, which secured into the plastic 
gearbox, stripped the threads and the 
plastic would no longer hold it. I tried a 
few things, but ended up re-threading 
an 00-80 brass nut to accept the 1.7mm 
screw. I used the heat of a soldering 
gun to embed the nut into the plastic 
gearbox ❸, and further secured it with 
cyanoacrylate adhesive (CA).

The springs not only center the front 
and rear trucks, but they help hold 
them down as well.

❶ ❷ ❸

TO THE TEST TRACK

Crank pin
Elongated hole

Repaired hole

Tube-washer-screw assembly

Front and rear centering springs

Brass nut
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Even after all of these fi xes, the Prairie 
still didn’t run as smoothly as I wanted. 
I re-quartered the engine three times. 
After running for a while, the binds 
returned and got worse with continued 
use. Somehow, the drivers were slip-
ping out of quarter. 

I dismantled the entire engine and 
found the drivers were so loose on the 
axles that I could turn them by hand. 
On Gary Schrader’s advice, I removed 
all six drivers from their axles. Then I 
cleaned the parts with acetone and 
re-assembled them using the NWSL 
Quarterer. It took considerably more 
force to re-assemble the drivers than it 
took to remove them. Finally, I applied 
CA to the axle hubs, inside and out, 
being careful to avoid the bearings. 
This time they stayed.

Another problem then cropped up. 
Part of the valve gear, the combination 
lever hanger, kept bumping against the 
crosshead. For some reason, these 
pieces were made in a U shape, but 
hanging upside down without a top, 
they didn’t stay in place on their 
hanger. Instead, they dropped down 
and got in the way of the motion of the 
crosshead. So, I removed each one and 
soldered a piece of brass strip across the 
top ❶. 

After looking at many photos of the 
prototype during this project I realized 
that, unlike every other steam engine I 
own or that I’ve worked on, this class 

had the eccentric crank trailing the axle 
instead of leading it. That means, look-
ing at the engineer’s side driver with 
the counterweight at top center, that 
the eccentric crank is pointing to the 11 
o’clock position. On the fi reman’s side, 
with the counterweight at top center, 
the crank points to the 1 o’clock 

position. I don’t think that would make 
any difference on a model, but it’s an 
important feature. I had to re-position 
the eccentric crank on both sides. 

I then shipped the engine back to 
Clark. He took a photo of the 2-6-2 
earning its keep on his Minneapolis & 
St. Louis Story City Branch ❷.  

Valve gear with top 
soldered in place

Valve gear with top 
soldered in place❶

❷

Archer Fine Transfers
88071 S scale 7∕8" railcar rivets

Assorted brass
.010", .015", and .020" diameter rod
.005", .015", and .025" strip
.125" tubing

Bowser 
691-1291 double sugar cube speaker 

Detail Associates
2206 eyebolts

Evan Designs 
E8540 pico light-emitting diode

Evergreen Scale Models styrene
9009 .005" sheet

Kadee 
58 scale head couplers (2)

Microscale decals
87-63 Union Pacifi c steam locomotives

Miniatronics
18-C03-10 1.5V, 30ma 1.2mm bulb

NorthWest Short Line
1.7mm and 2mm screws
Brass 00-90 washers (2) 
Brass 00-80 nut (1) 
44-4 The Quarterer 

Precision Scale Co. Inc. 
GH-48251 brass safety tread decking

Sagami
1630 motor

SoundTraxx
810140 CurrentKeeper
884007 Tsunami2 decoder

Streamlined Backshop
2018 2-56 ring terminal (2)

Miscellaneous
.010" and .020" phosphor bronze wire
3 ∕64" heat-shrink tubing
470Ω resistor

Materials list
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Sir Rod Stewart



Rod S

❶ A move to the 
United Kingdom 
meant more space 
for Grand Street 
Station on Rod 
Stewart’s HO scale 
Grand Street & 
Three Rivers City 
RR. We visited 
Rod’s new layout 
this summer. Craig 

Tiley/Continental Modeller

photo



 Stewart
brings it home

By Eric White • Photos as noted

The rocker’s HO scale masterpiece

             is now up and running in England
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M
ost model railroad visits begin in a 
basement. This one began in a pub.

Sir Rod Stewart, CBE, had brought 
his two teenage sons, his tour man-
ager, and other family members to the 

local pub to watch Scotland play Switzerland in the 
European Championship Group round. Rod and 
his sons are keen football (soccer in America) fans. 
An early goal for Scotland had the lads in high spir-
its, but Sir Rod was philosophical. “You can see 

❷ The expanded 
space made room 
for a larger Grand 
Street Station with 
platforms to 
handle eight 
passenger trains at 
once, along with 
three tracks for 
through trains, 
and a new EL line 
from ITLA Scale 
Models. Steve Crise 

photo

❸ Rod has been 
adding to his 
harbor scene as 
well. Steve Crise photo
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Grand Street & 

Three Rivers RR
HO scale (1:87.1)
Room size: 27'-6" x 62'-0"
Scale of plan: 5∕32" = 1'-0", 24" grid
Numbered arrows indicate photo locations
Illustration by Kellie Jaeger

 Find more plans online in the 
Trains.com Track Plan Database.

The layout at a glance

Name: Grand Street & Three Rivers RR
Scale: HO (1:87.1)
Size: Layout: 27'-6" x 62'-0", Room: 31'-6" x 66'-0"
Prototype: New York Central and Pennsylvania RR
Locale: Chicago/New York City
Era: mid-1940s
Style: walk-in
Mainline run: 900 feet
Minimum radius: 30"
Minimum turnout: No. 8
Maximum grade: 3.5%
Benchwork: box grid
Height: 39" (main line), 51" (El), 52" (viaduct loop), 
and 56" (upper cement loop)
Roadbed: cork
Track: code 83 fl extrack
Scenery: plaster on extruded-foam insulation board
Backdrop: hand-painted on drywall 
Control: Fleischmann Z21 DCC with computer control



38 Trains.com

which is the better team,” he said quietly. An 
answering goal from the Swiss quieted spirits a bit, 
but Rod’s older son was confi dent: “Dad! Dad! Dad!, 
if we can hold on for a draw, then beat Hungary on 
Sunday, we could advance!” 

What’s clearly advancing is Rod’s model railroad. 
Th e layout he had built in his Los Angeles home, the 
Grand Street & Th ree Rivers City, has been moved to 
the UK and is coming alive again. Rod invited us to 
come over and see what he’s been up to.

A working modeler

When photographer Steve Crise and I arrived at 
Rod’s estate near London, we parked outside the 
building that houses Rod’s workshop. A sheet of 

Famous infl uences

I was heavily infl uenced by George Sellios, so 
much so that one of the fi rst buildings I made 
was a copy of George’s overhead signal cabin.

I’m already starting work on expanding the 
layout, and I’m going to 
dedicate it to my mentor 
George and name that 
section after his master-
piece and copy some of 
his buildings in tribute. 
— Rod Stewart

❹ “I went a bit 
mad on cranes for 
a bit,” said Rod. 
Many of the new 
structures on the 
layout are 
modeled under 
construction. 
Andrew Burnham/

Continental Modeller

photo



plywood stood on sawhorses next to the door with 
several cans of spray paint. “Here’s where I do my 
painting,” he said, as he showed us in the door. 
Inside was a large room with worktables and tools, 
plus the usual scratchbuilding supplies of stripwood 
and plastic as well as bits of heavier material such as 
plywood and medium density fi berboard (MDF). In 
an adjacent room were more worktables, including 
the core of a new skyscraper Rod was working on. 
Th e core was made of high-quality fi ve-ply ply-
wood. Near the worktable, a heavy bolt was sus-
pended from a beam in the ceiling. “Plumb bob,” 
Rod said. “I hate when the buildings aren’t straight. 
It ruins the look.”

Aft er a walk across the lawn past his home and 
beautiful gardens, we arrived at the layout. While 

❺ Family is 
important to Rod. 
The Lancaster, 
built by ITLA, is 
named for Rod’s 
wife, Penny 
Lancaster. A sign 
on the “Jesus 
Saves” building 
references Rod’s 
nephew and 
house manager, 
Warren Cady. 
Steve Crise photo
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Rod is wealthier than the average model railroader 
(a 50-year career as a rock star will do that for you), 
his is in most respects a layout room like most any 
other. There are boxes with projects and materials 
stored on work surfaces — yes, even a stack of 
Athearn “blue box” kits — as well as buildings from 
earlier iterations of the layout. Under the layout’s 
staging yard are the usual boxes of models either 
waiting to join the layout, or removed for repair. 
Rod is, after all, a working modeler.

“I’ve never seen anyone as prolific as Sir Rod,” 
said James Hudson of DCC Train Automation. 
Pointing to a veritable wall of buildings, he said 
“That wasn’t here last week.” 

Inspiration can come from most anywhere.
“I make it up as I go along,” Rod said. “There are 

a lot of different things that influence me. I’m 
always looking for ideas, especially when I’m in 
New York and Chicago.

“When I started building (the Grand Street & 
Three Rivers) in ’92-’93, I wanted depth. I don’t care 
for buildings that are up against the backdrop.”

Musician and friend Sam Tanner’s backdrop 
painting behind the city scenes is designed to mask 
the edges of shadows cast by the layout lighting, 
which offers a variety of moods using light-emitting 
diode (LED) spotlights.

“I’ve experimented with all sorts of kits, and I’ll 
scratchbuild a bit here and there. It’s interesting 
how colors of buildings change — how they look in 
the morning sun, compared to an afternoon, or 
when it’s cloudy. However, I’m a bit colorblind. I 
painted a building pink that I thought was gray.”

A move, and expansion

While Rod said at the end of his last story in the 
June 2017 issue that the layout was essentially 

❻ “It’s all about 

the plumb line,” 

says Rod. He hates 

when the 

buildings aren’t 

standing straight. 

Craig Tiley/Continental 

Modeller photo
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finished, the move to the UK brought new opportu-
nities. “The station is now twice as big as used to be.” 

In fact, the layout itself has grown. While the 
outline is very similar in England to what it was in 
California, the new space is wider than it was in Los 
Angeles. There’s now a 7-foot-wide aisle down the 
center of the layout, making it a very comfortable 
space to enjoy Rod’s city and industrial scenes.

Mike Cartabiano, owner of Durango DCC 
(durangodcc.com), has been working with Rod since 
1994, and when Rod decided he would move the 
layout from LA to England, Mike built new bench-
work in LA that was shipped over to England.

The new benchwork is an open grid of 2 x 4s 
with a high-quality plywood surface under the city 
scene. Built in 2 x 8 and 4 x 8-foot sections, it fea-
tures all new Walthers code 83 track and handbuilt 
No. 8 turnouts. We’ll have more about the move in 
next month’s issue of Model Railroader.

Rod likes to run long freight and passenger trains. 
To improve reliability, Rod commissioned James 
Hudson of DCC Train Automation (dcctrainauto-
mation.co.uk) to rewire the layout for computer con-
trol. James and his associate, Geoff Hammond, were 
busy installing a Fleischman Z21 Digital Command 
Control system that will use detection to allow one 
person to run eight trains at once on the four-track 
main line without interfering with one another. The 
newly installed El line and the line across the viaduct 
are also automated, among other lines.

New construction

Before Steve and I arrived to visit, there had been 
a flurry of activity to get the layout ready for us.

“Our man Sam started painting the skyscrapers 
about a week ago,” Rod said.  Sam had painted the 
sky background about a year prior.

❼ The brick 
viaduct was 
constructed while 
Rod was on a 
recent tour. 
Precision is the key 
to these projects, 
and the model slid 
right into the 
space allotted for 
it. Andrew Burnham/

Continental Modeller 

photo
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The projects aren’t just being completed in the 
layout room or Rod’s workshop. Rod is still travel-
ing with his modeling case. It was sitting on the 
floor of his workshop, ready to go with him on the 
next tour. It’s the first thing that goes on the plane 
before a trip. A recent addition to the layout is a 
brick arched viaduct about 4 feet long. The model 
was built while Rod was on tour, then dropped  
right into place when he had it finished. In order  
to have the model travel, it was built in two pieces 
that were joined when Rod returned to the layout  
in England. 

The section between Celtic Steel and Horseshoe 
Curve has been updated as well. A square area that 
had accommodated the old layout’s air conditioning 
system has been filled with a new mountain and 
quarry scene. New track was laid in the area as well, 
making a separate dogbone circuit that crosses 
Rod’s new brick viaduct. Another circuit circles 
above this track and includes a spur into the quarry. 
Other new track includes the new Elevated (El) 
structure that runs from Grand Street Station and 
back into the city proper, crossing Grand Street in 
the background. All of the new track is automated.

The layout is constantly evolving. New buildings 
come in to replace those built earlier in Rod’s life. 
Like all of us, his skills improve, along with the 
standard of what he considers good enough to be on 
the layout. 

“I’m going to start building behind the harbor. 
The buildings have been there awhile, and I’m going 
to replace them,” he said.

In addition to Rod’s work, the layout features 
contributions from ITLA Scale Models Inc. (ITLA, 
itlascalemodels.com) (“Nick, Renee, and the boys at 
ITLA are lovely,” said Rod) as well as fellow musi-
cian and model railroader Jools Holland, whose 
model of a stone church stands at the end of a row of 
company houses. In the churchyard, a woman 
attends the grave of a fallen veteran of World War II.

Custom Model Railroads (cmrtrain.com) con-
tributed a long highway truss bridge, featured in 
our story in the February 2014 issue of Model 

Railroader, as well as a steam generator plant. “Jeff 
and Gayle are lovely people,” Rod said of owner Jeff 
Springer and his wife.

Paul Wells of Vernacular Miniatures was acting 
as project manager while Rod was away performing 
as part of his European summer tour. Paul has con-
tributed modeling projects as well as landscaping. 
Rod found through experience that his partial color 
blindness rendered his scenery a bit too red.

More to come

When Rod originally planned to move back to 
England after living in the States, he wasn’t plan-
ning to bring the trains along.

➑ This barge is a 

recent addition to 

the Grand Street & 

Three Rivers RR. 

Steve Crise photo



❾ A train of war 
materiel sweeps 
into the Horse-
shoe Curve section 
of Rod’s layout 
with Three Rivers 
City and Celtic 
Steel in the 
background. 
Wide-open vistas 
are a hallmark of 
Rod’s layout.  
Craig Tiley/Continental 

Modeller photo
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“Penny (Lancaster, Rod’s wife) said, ‘You’re going 
to miss your trains, bring them over,’” Rod said. 
“Now I’m up at half past 8 modeling. I turn on Sky 
News or CNN on the television in the my work-
shop. I like to keep abreast of world news, unless of 
course there’s football on — it’s marvelous,” he said.

With the push to be ready for our visit, Rod had 
completed many of the projects he had on his list of 
things to do while on the road. “Now I have nothing 
to do in my hotel rooms. I’ve been to them so many 

times. Paul and I will have to find an extension, and 
make it bigger.

“I’m very proud of (the layout). It’s a divine, 
divine hobby. Jools and I speak of it. He’s a bit 
cramped. He’s got to do what I did — expand.” 

Rod also wanted to thank Ritchie Grover (“He 
does the woodwork”); Warren Cady, house manager; 
and Oliver Lancaster. All have been instrumental in 
bringing this project alive.

❿ The Ron Wood 
Banjo and Guitar 
Co. is a tribute to 
the Faces and 
Rolling Stones 
guitarist made 
from bits of ITLA 
and other kits. 
Ron has painted 
several portraits of 
Rod, so it’s Rod’s 
way of thanking 
him. Andrew Burnham/

Continental Modeller photo

⓫ The hustle and 
bustle of Three 
Rivers City is 
inspired by the 
time Rod has 
spent in hotels in 
Chicago and New 
York City. Andrew 

Burnham/Continental 

Modeller photo



⓬ Rod’s layout is 
designed to 
handle heavy 
traffi c, perfect for 
a model railroad 
set in the mid- to 
late-1940s. Work 
by James Hudson, 
owner of DCC 
Train Automation, 
will simplify 
operation. 
Steve Crise photo
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As we wrap up what has been a busy 
90th anniversary year, we would be 
remiss if we didn’t take a last look at the 
Milwaukee, Racine & Troy, our HO scale 
staff layout. By now, many of you are 
aware that our storied 28 x 54-foot layout 
was torn down in late July as Model 

Railroader and other Kalmbach Media 
properties relocated to new offices in 
suburban Milwaukee as part of the sale 
to Firecrown Media. Before the Myrt 
was dismantled, we took a final photo 
and video tour of the layout.

The version of the MR&T shown here 
celebrated its 35th anniversary in 2024. 
A veritable who’s who of modelers laid 
the foundation for the layout’s success — 
Dick Christianson, Art Curren, Mike 
Danneman, Bob Hayden, Jim Hediger, 
Gordy Odegard, and Andy Sperandeo, 
among others. The model railroad served 
as the subject of dozens of magazine 
articles and the setting for many product 
review videos. And for those who visited 
our offices, it was the highlight of virtu-
ally every tour.  

at theMR&T
A last look

Our 28 x 54-foot  

HO scale staff layout  

enjoyed a 35-year run

By Cody Grivno
Photos by the author
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A clean slate

The first version of the MR&T was 
built at Kalmbach Publishing Co.’s 
famed offices at 1027 North 7th Street in 
Milwaukee between 1975 and 1989. The 
29 x 45-foot layout was on the third floor 
of the building, where the company’s 
printing presses were previously located. 
Though the model railroad enjoyed a 
successful run, the space wasn’t neces-
sarily ideal. The room lacked climate 
control; the layout had to be built around 
support columns; and sun passing 
through the large windows caused the 
scenery to fade.

In 1989 Kalmbach Publishing moved 
to Waukesha, a western suburb of Mil-
waukee. The new offices had a dedicated 
space better suited for a layout. There 
were no columns or exterior windows to 

contend with; the room was well lit and 
featured air conditioning, a drop ceiling, 
and a tile floor; and there was a large 
sink. Andy Sperandeo designed the new 
MR&T, drawing on concepts from the 
original model railroad and making 
operational improvements. 

“I would say he was the only one that 
really wanted to do it,” said Jim Kelly, 
former MR managing editor. “It was a 
big job. But track planning was some-
thing that he was really into and really 
loved. Anybody else would have had a 
hard time even trying to offer some ideas 
for a design. It was Andy’s plan from the 
get-go.”

Members of the MR staff and other 
Kalmbach employees helped with the 
layout during lunch brakes and after-
hours work sessions. Throughout the 
first half of the 1990s the primary focus 

❶ Amtrak No. 813, a General Electric 
P40DC, leads the westbound Empire 

Builder past an intermodal train at Lake 
Beulah, Wis. The scene takes place on 
the HO scale Milwaukee, Racine & Troy, 
Model Railroader magazine’s staff 
layout. The 28 x 54-foot model railroad 
was torn down in July 2024.

❷ The Canadian National (formerly Wisconsin Central) interchanged with the 
MR&T at Mukwonago. A cat perched on the 55-gallon drum has a front row seat as 
CN GP40-2LW No. 9615 rumbles past the abandoned GO Tower with a cut of cars 
for the Myrt. Cody Grivno wrote about modeling the tower in the June 2014 MR.

❸ The newest section of the MR&T was Jones Island, based on the prototype location in Milwaukee. In this scene, MR&T 
Electro-Motive Division MP15AC No. 1505 — an ex-Milwaukee Road unit — spots a boxcar at Port of Milwaukee General Cargo 
Terminal No. 2. Continental Grain, an export elevator, is partially visible in the background.
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was benchwork, track, and wiring. As 
those items were completed, the focus 
then shift ed to scenery and detail work. 

“I started with MR in 1991, and when 
I fi rst got here, the MR&T was in pretty 
good shape,” said Jeff  Wilson, author and 
former MR associate editor. “Th e bench-
work was all in place, the track was all 
laid, and the bridges were installed, but 
the scenery was kind of hit and miss.”

When it was announced that the 
National Model Railroad Association’s 
National Convention was going to be 
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Milwaukee, Racine & Troy
HO scale (1:87.1)
Room size: 28'-3" x 54'-9"
Scale of plan: 1∕4" = 1'-0", 24" grid
Illustration by Rick Johnson
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❹ GP38-2 No. 842 spots a coil steel car at Empire Level in Mukwonago. The 
building, kitbashed by Art Curren, was relocated from Jones Island.
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Name: Milwaukee, Racine & Troy
Scale: HO (1:87.1)
Size: 28'-3" x 54'-9"
Prototype: freelanced bridge line
Locale: southeastern Wisconsin
Era: 1980s and 1990s
Style: walk-in
Mainline run: approximately 200 feet
Minimum radius: 36"

Minimum turnout: No. 6 (main), No. 4 
(spurs)
Maximum grade: 3% eastbound, 1.5% 
westbound (5.5% on ramp)
Benchwork: 1 x 4 open grid
Height: 493 ∕4" to 671∕2"
Roadbed: cork on 3 ∕4" plywood
Track: code 83 fl extrack
Scenery: plaster over cardboard webbing 

and Sculptamold over extruded-foam 
insulation board
Backdrop: painted tempered hardboard, 
photos at Milwaukee Harbor and Port 
Marquette Yard
Control: CVP and NCE Digital Command 
Control (MR&T), Model Rectifi er Corp. DCC 
(Wisconsin & Southern)

The layout at a glance
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held in nearby Madison, Wis., in 1997, 
an emphasis was placed on getting a base 
layer of scenery on as much of the layout 
as possible.

After the convention, work on the 
MR&T slowed. Increased work responsi-
bilities, staff changes, home layouts, and 
family commitments put the Myrt on 
the back burner from the late 1990s to 
the early 2000s.

“When I first got here 20-plus years 
ago, there was a lot more work than 
progress going on,” said David Popp, 
who joined the MR staff in November 
2001 and currently serves as director of 
Trains.com. “As a matter of fact, the 
Troy & Northern was pretty much 
unfinished plywood. It had been brought 

from the building in downtown Mil-
waukee and just installed here. The rest 
of the railroad was built next to it.”

Rebooting the Myrt

Kalmbach was in a period of growth 
in the early 2000s, and the future of the 
Myrt was uncertain. “We had people in 
the company starting to look at the space 
and say, ‘Well gee, that’s an awful lot of 
space we can use [for other things],” said 
Terry Thompson, former MR editor. 
“Dick Christianson and I were together 
at MR at the time, and we felt like we 
really needed to preserve the MR&T for 
the future, not necessarily knowing 
exactly what we would do with it.” 

The idea Thompson and Christianson 
later came up with was Scenery Step by 
Step, a photo-driven column that made 
its debut in the February 2006 issue. The 
Scenery part of the column’s name was 
later dropped so a broader range of proj-
ects could be covered, such as lighting, 
structures, and track work.

“It was nice to suddenly see all kinds 
of new areas popping up on the layout 
and articles being produced from it, 
which I wish we’d done a little bit ear-
lier,” Wilson said. “I think we just lost 
sight of that in the business of the 1990s, 
but it was nice to see it come along and 
get developed to where it is right now.” 

Projects from the monthly column 
completed 4- to 6-foot sections of the 
model railroad. To finish larger areas, 
the MR&T was used as the basis for 
projects layouts. The first was converting 
the Troy & Northern to the Wisconsin & 
Southern (WSOR) in 2008. 

“Basically we took the bare plywood, 
removed the few pieces of track and 
other things that were on it, and com-
pletely redid it as a functional version of 
the Wisconsin & Southern,” Popp said. 
“Athearn had come out with a whole 
bunch of Wisconsin & Southern models 
around that time, so we didn’t have to 
paint the equipment ourselves.”

❺ The Milwaukee, Racine & Troy was a 
mix of old and new. Artz Lumber Co. 
was located at Mukwonago, Wis., on 
the original layout. The structure, 
another Art Curren project, called the 
same location home on the new MR&T.

❻ Downtown Milwaukee was a section of the layout the MR staff had hoped to 
update. Among the plans were replacing Milwaukee Union Station with the new 
Milwaukee Intermodal Terminal and adding a photo backdrops of the city skyline.
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The WSOR project layout was fol-
lowed by Bay Junction in 2011 and 
Winter Hill in 2013. The last major proj-
ect on the MR&T was rebuilding Kelly’s 
Island as Jones Island, featured in the 
May 2023 issue. The projects resonated 
with Bryson Sleppy, MR’s associate edi-
tor, who joined the staff two years ago.

“When I came to Model Railroader 
for my interview, David Popp took me 
around the building. One of the areas we 
visited was the MR&T. To see Williams 
Bay, which I read about as a child, was a 
dream come true.”

A few of our favorite things

Though we all enjoyed the MR&T, 
there were specific scenes that had spe-
cial meaning to some staff members. 
When I built the scrapyard at Hales 
Corners, I based the corrugated metal 
fence around the property on the fence 
that enclosed the automobile salvage 
yard my father and grandfather operated 
in northwestern Minnesota.

Former MR Senior Editor Dana 
Kawala’s favorite project, the abandoned 
schoolhouse near Skyridge, came to be 
in an unlikely fashion. “I’d only been at 
the magazine for a few months and we 
had a snow day. I was living in my apart-
ment in Milwaukee at the time, and my 
cable went out. I really had nothing else 
to do, so I went ahead and started build-
ing the Cottage Grove schoolhouse. 
After I built it, I decided to weather it 
and make it look abandoned.”

Regrets? We had a few

At first blush, you might think the 
MR&T was a polished model railroad. 
However, not everything went right on 
the first try.

“The town of Big Bend was one exam-
ple,” Wilson said. “The initial town scene 
was a group of buildings that just didn’t 
quite work. The scene started to look 
kind of tired. Finally, we decided, ‘Let’s 
pull it out and try something new.’ And 
the new worked better than the old.”

In addition to a few do overs, there 
were other projects that we’d hoped to 
complete. At the top of the list was get-
ting the layout fully operational and 
hosting sessions again, much like staffers 
did in the 1980s. 

“That never quite happened,” said 
Eric White, MR’s current editor. “But as 
I saw more things getting done, I real-
ized we weren’t that far away from get-
ting the layout into a position where we 
could actually run some trains and have 

operating sessions. I was busy working 
on that, along with [Trains.com 
Producer] Ben Lake, who helped me 
redo the upper level staging yard.”

Along those lines, we also wanted to 
revise the Port Marquette Yard. As it 
was, the yard had become a gathering 
point for rolling stock to collect dust. We 
considered making the yard smaller, 
adding an intermodal terminal, and 
repairing (or replacing) the many turn-
outs that were in disrepair.

The final item on our punch list was 
downtown Milwaukee. We wanted to 
replace the scratchbuilt Amtrak station 
from the 1980s with a selectively com-
pressed version of the contemporary 
Amtrak structure. We also envisioned 
adding a photo of the Milwaukee skyline 
to the backdrop and some low-relief, 
multi-story buildings that better cap-
tured the look of the Brew City.

Jim Kelly reflected on how much the 
Myrt had changed between his retire-
ment in March 2002 and the summer of 

2024. “It was raw compared to what it is 
now,” Kelly said. “I’m just flabbergasted 
to see what it’s become. It’s one of the 
most beautiful layouts I’ve seen any-
where in the country.”

Epilogue

After the final photo and video shoots 
were complete, members of the MR staff 
got to work salvaging structures, loco-
motives, and rolling stock from the 
model railroad. 

Though most of the MR&T is gone, a 
6-foot section featuring the feed mill and 
cow pasture at Lake Beulah was saved 
and donated to the National Model 
Railroad Association Museum. You can 
learn more about the mill and pasture 
projects in the August and Sept. 2010 
issues of MR, respectively.  

Almost half a year since its demoli-
tion, we look back on the MR&T with  
great fondness. Thanks for sharing the 
35-year journey with us! 

❼ The Wisconsin & Southern section of the layout marked the first time the MR&T 
was used for a project layout. Among the industries on the WSOR was Badgerland 
Ethanol Corp., built by longtime MR Senior Editor Jim Hediger.  

❽ The monthly Step by Step column breathed new life into the MR&T. Cody Grivno 
wrote about this maintenance-of-way yard for the March and April 2015 issues. The 
baggage car was published in March 2019.
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A
t some point, 
many model rail-
roaders wished 
they could have a 

company make items for their 
layout. Jason Shron has man-
aged to make this work as a 
business for the past 20 years 
as founder and president of 
Rapido Trains Inc.

“I was living in England, a 
place called Birmingham. 
And I was doing a Ph.D. in 
history of art,” said Jason in a  
recent interview with Senior 

Editor Cody Grivno and me. 
“I really was miserable. I just 
wanted to be doing trains all 
day. So all my spare time, I’d 
been working on my models.” 
Jason was building models of 
VIA Rail passenger cars that 
weren’t available elsewhere. 

“I built a layout in our liv-
ing room in England; a very 
narrow shelf that was just a 
place to run my trains. And, 
you know, it would take me a 
month or two to do one 
coach, because modeling VIA 

Jason Shron refl ects on founding

a model railroad company

By Eric White • Photos as noted

20YEARS OF
 RAPIDO TRAINS

Jason Shron, founder and CEO of Rapido Trains Inc., put his 
doctorate in art history on hold while he developed these 
models, the company’s fi rst two products. “When I got my 
fi rst $10,000 check from a customer in late 2006... I sent a CN 
sleeper to my Ph.D. supervisor and said, ‘This is my thesis, I 
offi cially retire from the Ph.D. program.’ ” Firecrown Media photo

TOP: Jason works on Guildwood Station on his HO scale VIA 
Rail Kingston Subdivision model railroad. Jason has turned his 
hobby into a successful business over the past 20 years. Sidura 

Ludwig photo
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Rail in Canada, there’s no off-
the-shelf model.”

Jason started with 
Rivarossi cars. “I would then 
have to shave off all the detail, 
shave off the underbody, 
scratchbuild battery boxes 
and whatever air condition-
ing equipment, all that stuff. I 
was casting my own Trane 
AC parts, et cetera, and that’s 
what I loved doing. I didn’t 
like the school I was doing. I 
love living in England. I love 
making trains.

“So, I started this as a as a 
part time thing while procras-
tinating on my Ph.D. And 
then it was in early 2004, my 
wife and I came to New Haven 
because I got a fellowship at 
Yale, and I sent out my resume 
to all the different art history 
departments across Canada, I 
got crickets in response.

“So I finally called a guy 
up and I said, ‘OK, come on, 
you got my resume.’ 

“‘Oh, it’s a great resume,’ 
he tells me. 

“That’s good. So?”
“‘We have no money to 

hire anybody. You know, we 
hired the boomers in the late 
’70s, early ’80s. Now everyone 
who’s got their Ph.D. since 
about 1983 has been waiting 
for us to either retire or die.’

“Right. So I turned to my 
wife and said, ‘We’ve got to 
try and make the model train 
thing happen, because the art 
history thing’s not happen-
ing. I don’t even enjoy it.’ So I 
spent the rest of my time, at 
Yale, actually, over at 
Stratford, Conn., at the 
Sikorsky Archives, studying 
the Turbo Train.

“So it was a very produc-
tive trip to Connecticut 
because Rapido brought out 
the Turbo Trains, our first 
powered model, in 2008. But 
I was already looking ahead 
to that.” 

Starting out

Jason started the company 
in 2004, developing the 
design for the company’s first 
products, VIA Rail passenger 
cars, between 2004 and 2006. 
“I went to China. I found fac-
tories to work with.”

Jason now has five facto-
ries building model trains in 
China for him. I asked him 
about making trains in North 
America, especially when 
COVID started causing pro-
duction delays.

“The challenge is the cost 
of lunch. OK? So I live in 
Toronto, Canada. If I was 

going to start a factory, it’d be 
somewhere near Toronto. 
And lunch is about 15, 20 
bucks, right? 

“So what are people paid 
an hour, minimum wage? 
Here it’s like 16 and change, 
say 15 to 20 bucks. So if you 
think about it, it takes eight 
hours to put together a model 
train and you’re spending 20 
bucks an hour, you’re spend-
ing 160 bucks just to put the 
thing together. That’s not 
your overheads, your rent, 
your heat, your lights, your 
design, your tooling, your 
injection costs. That’s just 
your assembly costs.

“So currently in China, 
lunch is about 3 bucks, right? 
So people are paid roughly $3 
an hour to do the same kind 
of work. But that $3 an hour 
gives them the same quality 
of life that someone earning 
20 bucks an hour here in 
Toronto will get.” 

When Jason started, his 
factories were all in the city 
of Dongguan.

“They’re not big factories. 
There’s a couple of very, very 
large factories in China that 
make stuff for almost every-
body. We would rather work 
with a smaller factory where 
we’re much more involved in 

the whole process from start 
to finish. So that’s what we 
did and, yeah, it’s gone well, 
actually. Two of our factories 
have moved back to the 
respective hometowns of the 
guys we started them with.

“So everyone comes to 
southern China, to a city 
called Dongguan, which is 
where the big factories and 
Sanda Kan and Kader have 
always been. Sanda Kan’s not 
there anymore, but now 
mainly Kader. But that that’s 
where the model train indus-
try is kind of born. 

“So we initially started 
these factories in Dongguan, 
but then our guys we were 
working with, they said, ‘well, 
I want to go home,’ right? 
And that’s Guangzhou prov-
ince, which is, you know, 400, 
500 miles away. So ‘I’d rather 
go home’ [they said], and so 
we were able to start the fac-
tories in their hometown. So 
we’ve got two factories in 
Guangzhou province.”

Having the factories where 
the workers are from has paid 
dividends for Rapido Trains. 
Normally, the workers in the 
Dongguan factories come 
from remote provinces in 
China for work. However, the 
Chinese New Year is an 
important cultural holiday, 
and all work shuts down dur-
ing that period, which lasts 
about a week. Workers go 
home to celebrate with their 
families, but when the holi-
day is over, up to 20% of 

Guildwood Station takes shape on Jason’s layout. Being able to produce models for his layout 
has been a big perk of owning a model railroad manufacturer. Jason Shron photo
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employees don’t return to 
their old jobs.

“The other find other jobs 
because they speak with their 
cousin. They go home, talk 
with their cousins. ‘I got a 
great job in this city 2,000 
miles away,’ and they end up 
going there instead, right?”

So now the factories have 
to train a new group of people, 
and production gets delayed 
during this time in the big 
factories in Dongguan.

“But it means that after 
Chinese New Year, they all 
come back (to Guangzhou) 
right away and they’re not 
waiting for people to show up 
a week, two weeks, three 
weeks, whatever.

“So it’s much, much nicer 
working with local people. 
They come back and you can 
actually have a shipment leav-
ing in March, which is very 
rare because Chinese New 
Year ends March 1st.”

The Chinese holiday in 
March leads to a snowball 
effect as Chinese and North 
American holidays combine 
to create bigger problems.

“And this is something I’ve 
talked about with my staff. 
It’s very frustrating that, the 
busiest time for us to get ship-
ments is always August, 
right? We always get so many. 
And that’s when all the hobby 
shops that closed down for 
vacation, people go playing 
golf and seeing family.”

So just when all of the 
product is arriving from 

China, the hobby shops in 
North America are using the 
lull at the end of the summer 
to take their holidays, with no 
one available to receive the 
product shipments.

What’s in a name?

I asked Jason how he came 
up with the Rapido Trains 
name, and whether after 20 
years there was still any con-
fusion with the old Arnold 
Rapido brand of N scale 
model trains.

“So, it’s contrary to popu-
lar belief. It’s not just an N 
scale brand of Arnold from 
the ’60s. Rapido was the 
name introduced by Can-
adian National in 1965 for its 
fast train services. At the 
time, they were the fastest 
schedule passenger trains in 
North America.

“It would do 335 miles in 
under five hours and, so that 
was 1965. And that name 
kept on when VIA Rail took 
over operations in ’78, they 
kept the name, they kept it 
until about 1980, ’86 or ’87 or 
so. And then they just 
stopped using the 
name Rapido for 
passenger trains. 

“Growing up in 
Toronto, I was born 
in Montreal, going 
back and forth all 
the time, we were 
off and on the 
Rapido, we were on 
the Turbo or the 

Rapido, the Turbo being my 
absolute favorite train.

“And so when it came to 
naming the company, I said, 
well, I want to call it Rapido 
Trains. I couldn’t call it 
Turbo Trains because that’s 
just one type of train. But 
Rapido is a more of a broader 
idea for it. It’s Spanish, it’s 
French and English, every-
thing. So I did some search-
ing and trademarks or dis-
covered that I knew about 
Arnold Rapido and discov-
ered that their trademark had 
expired in 1982.

“This was now 2004, ’03, 
whatever it was, I said, OK, 
Rapido Trains. So I contacted 
VIA, and I had a very good 
relationship with them, and I 
said, ‘Do you have any plans 
to use this name again? 
Because if so, I’ll back up.’ 
They said no. So I registered 
Rapido Trains, and it’s been 
that way now for 20 years.”

During the interview, 
Jason was in his layout room. 
[See the June 2022 Model 

Railroader. — Ed.] Every so 
often, he’d stop to show us 
something he was working 

on or something 
that related to what 
we were talking 
about at the time. 
His project the day 
of the interview 
was building the 
framework for a 
chain link fence for 
one of his layout’s 
passenger stations.

“I’ve been using brass wire 
and I’ve got a laser engraver, 
so I just engraved a template... 
You put the wire into the 
grooves and just solder away. 
It’s wonderful. So, yeah, I’m 
supposed to be working 
today, but I haven’t been 
working on the model rail-
road in a while, so I decided 
to play hooky.”

What’s up next?

Jason certainly hasn’t been 
playing hooky from work too 
much. The company that 
started with a couple of VIA 
Rail passenger cars is now 
making models of a wide 
variety of North American 
railroad models, and even has 
an English division, Rapido 
Trains Ltd.

“So we started this about 
five years ago and really got 
up and running in 2022. I 
mean, they’re not as big as 
[the] North American com-
pany, but they’re growing and 
they’re growing at a faster 
rate.

“So I could see in five 
years’ time, the two compa-
nies both being around the 
same size, which is amazing, 
like just wonderful.” 

 Snap this QR code 
to Trains.com Video to 
watch the conversation 

with Jason Shron.

The United Aircraft Turbo 
Train was Jason’s pet project. 
He was able to spend hours 
at the Sikorsky archives in 
Connecticut while on an art 
history fellowship. It ended 
up paying off for his new 
company. Firecrown Media photo
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s we wrap up our 90th 
anniversary year, it’s time 
to unveil the names of the 
people who will be inau-
gurated into the Model 

Railroader Hall of Fame. While this has 
been a project of Model Railroader mag-
azine, our hope is that this will be picked 
up by the National Model Railroad 
Association (NMRA) and contributed to 
by modelers and publications in North 
America and abroad.

We opened up voting to our readers 
through surveys on Trains.com, and we 
were thrilled to get the input of thou-
sands of people, who also sent us their 
nominations for potential members, 
either through the website or by sending 
us e-mails.

Here are the winners, in alphabetical 
order.

John Allen

John is the reason this all started. I 
was giving a tour of the old MR offi  ces 
and presented the John Allen steam loco-
motive that sat in Andy Sperandeo’s 
offi  ce for years. Th e two middle-aged 
guys were unmoved. I mentioned the 
Gorre & Dephited, their faces were 
blank. I knew right then that we had to 
do something so that the people who 

helped develop the hobby weren’t forgot-
ten. John laid out the template that others 
followed. Weathering, creating a story 
behind your model railroad, operations, 
photography, scenery, all of it came 
together in John’s modest basement.

Irv Athearn

If John showed us how to do it, Irv 
Athearn gave us the means to accom-
plish it. Th e famous “blue box” line of 
kits were the standard rolling stock and 
locomotives for a generation of devoted 
model railroaders. While the models 
weren’t perfect (some freight cars had the 
molded-on underbody brake appliances 
upside down), they looked the part and 
were great fodder for making more accu-
rate models if you so desired. Th ey ran 
reliably, and could be upgraded with 
Kadee couplers and other touches.

Hal Carstens

While he didn’t found Railroad Model 
Craft sman, Hal was synonymous with 
the magazine. During his tenure, RMC 
was oft en seen as the magazine of 
Eastern modelers, perhaps due to the 
headquarters location in northwestern 
New Jersey. We also have Hal to thank 
for bringing us Tony Koester, as well as 

revealing Allen McClelland to the world. 
Th e hobby would’ve been a poorer place 
without Carstens Publications and RMC.

Frank Ellison 

Frank wrote the book on model rail-
road operations. Th is New Orleans area 
modeler presented his ideas in a series of 
magazine articles and a book, “Th e Art 
of Model Railroading” and Frank Ellison 
on Model Railroading, respectively. 
Frank developed the idea of running a 
railroad model, not just running trains, 
following rules and procedures similar 

John Allen

Hal Carstens

Irv Athearn

Frank Ellison 

WINNERS
This month, we name the inaugural class 

to the Model Railroader Hall of Fame

By Eric White • Firecrown Media photos
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to those that full-sized railroads used, so 
that he was modeling railroading. Th is 
in an era when it was considered an 
accomplishment just to get a locomotive 
to run around a loop of track.

Gilbert Freitag  

Gil was known as a premiere ambas-
sador for the hobby. His Stoney Creek & 
Western was the site of thousands of 
people’s fi rst view of a completed model 
railroad. He opened his home to visitors 
any time there was an NMRA conven-
tion in his area of Texas, and surely 
inspired many to take up a hobby they 
may not have even known existed.

Malcolm Furlow

When Malcolm passed away a few 
years ago, the response was instant and 
strong. If that’s not an indication of 
fame, I don’t know what is. And 
Malcolm earned that fame with his out-
standing narrow gauge modeling that 
showed his strong artistic background. 
Malcolm came on the scene in the early 
1980s, and just about as quickly as he 
appeared, he was gone, back to the 
Southwest to paint, as he had been 
trained to do. But he wasn’t fi nished. A 
second act with wildly imaginative G 
scale trains appeared in the 1990s, 
bringing in a new batch of adherents 
before he disappeared again.

Jim Hediger

Jim was an institution at Model 

Railroader. He worked with Linn 
Westcott and Al Kalmbach, he built one 
of the fi rst double-deck model railroads, 
he traveled around the country and even 
to the Caribbean to document model 
railroads for MR, and he did it all with 

graceful good humor. Jim served 42 
years on the MR staff , working for 
Kalmbach Publishing/Media for almost 
half of its existence. We still use his notes 
on pulling power of locomotives, and we 
still quote favorite words and phrases 
such as onward! and krausening, a word 
from German beer brewing tradition 
that Jim used to mean to allow some-
thing to reach a state of readiness.

Al Kalmbach

Without Al, there would be no Model 

Railroader. Without Model Railroader, 
you wouldn’t be reading this article right 
now. What started as a sideline in the 
middle of the Great Depression became 
the marquee product of a 90-year-old 
company. Th e magazine’s value to the 
hobby is immense, if we do say so our-
selves. Innovative ideas, creative thinkers, 
beautiful modeling have all found a place 
in these pages, and without Al starting 
the business and developing it into some-
thing more than a hobby itself, it helped 
cement model railroading into an estab-
lished hobby that entertains hundreds of 
thousands around the world, even if 
they’ve never read the magazine.

Allen McClelland

Allen gave us many concepts, but the 
one that probably gets quoted more oft en 
than others is “good enough modeling.” 
Now this didn’t mean to do things shod-
dily. If you’ve ever seen Allen’s modeling 
in person, or even in the pages of this or 
other magazines, Allen didn’t do things 
to a low standard. But everything on his 
layout was built to an equivalent stan-
dard. One part of the scene didn’t out-
shine another, and his term meant to 
fi nd a balance to where the modeling 
could be brought to a level that every-
thing in the scene was good enough to 
carry the illusion that this was a depic-
tion of real life. 

Of course, similar to John Allen (what 
is it about Allens?), Mr. McClelland was 
an innovator who brought the practice of 
model railroading to a higher level. Allen 
was an operator, and he knew just by 
doing it that the best way to run a layout 
was to follow a train as it moved around 
the model railroad. To do so, he had to 
get creative and make the means to ful-
fi ll his ideas. 

Andy Sperandeo

Andy was an operations connoisseur. 
When he was in the Army, he met and 

operated on John Allen’s Gorre & 
Dephited, where he met many of the 
West Coast modelers who were either 
already known to Model Railroader

readers, or who would soon be. Once he 
joined the staff  of MR in the 1970s, he 
began extolling the joys of operating 
model railroads, and could be found at 
sessions around the country. And Andy 
shared his stories for years in his column 
“Th e Operators.” Oh yeah, he was also 
editor and executive editor of the maga-
zine you’re reading.

Whit Towers

Another ambassador of the hobby, 
Whit helped spread the word of model 
railroading through more than 100 arti-
cles in the hobby press, as well as being 
the editor of the NMRA Bulletin. His 
Alturas & Lone Pine HO scale layout was 
the dream of many magazine readers 
when it fi rst came onto the scene in the 
1950s, and Whit continued to contribute 
articles to the hobby into the 1980s.

Linn Westcott

Linn was the editor, draft sman, 
helper, everything for Model Railroader

almost from its founding issue until he 
retired with the September 1977 issue. 
While working for Al Kalmbach, Linn 
created such techniques as hardshell 
scenery, zip texturing, and L-girder 
benchwork.

An inveterate tinkerer, he also worked 
on electronic circuits, using transistors 
to create direct-current throttles that 
more accurately mimicked what full-
sized locomotives do.

Aft er 25 years at the magazine, he was 
named editor in chief of Model 

Railroader, a position he held for the last 
18 years of his 43-year career at MR. 

Gilbert Freitag Allen McClelland

Jim Hediger Whit Towers

Malcolm Furlow Andy Sperandeo

Al Kalmbach Linn Westcott
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America’s Train & Toy Show since 1976

Great American Train Shows
Quality Train Shows from coast to coast

Great Midwest Train Show
The best place to buy & sell trains since 1971

The best place to find Great
Train Shows in America

SCHEDULE:

Visit: TRAINSHOW.COM for
more 2025 shows, info and tickets

Nov 2-3 Monroeville, PA - Monroeville Conv. Ctr.
Nov 3 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fairgrounds
Nov 16-17 Wilmington, MA - Shriner’s Auditorium
Nov 23-24 Edison, NJ - New Jersey Expo Center
Dec 1 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fairgrounds
Dec 6-7 Salt Lake City, UT - Utah State Fairpark
Dec 7-8 Timonium, MD - Maryland State Fair
Dec 7-8 Collinsville, IL - Gateway Convention Ctr.
Dec 14-15 Pleasanton, CA - Alameda Co. Fair
Dec 21-22 Chantilly, VA - Dulles Expo Center
Dec 28-29 Hampton, VA - Hampton Conv. Center
Jan 4-5 Kansas City, MO - KCI Expo
Jan 4-5  Monroeville, PA - Monroeville Conv. Ctr.
Jan 4-5 Boise, ID - Expo Idaho
Jan 5 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fairgrounds
Jan 11-12 Columbus, OH - Ohio Expo Center
Jan 11-12 Oaks, PA - Greater Philadelphia Expo 
Jan 11-12 Ridgefield, WA - Clark County Fair
Jan 18-19 Richmond, VA - Richmond Raceway 
Jan 18-19 Novi, MI-Suburban Collection Showplace
Jan 18-19 Puyallup,WA - Washington State Fair
Jan 25-26 St. Charles, MO - Convention Center

visit us at www.evergreenscalemodels.com

Toll Free (877) 376-9099

     /EvergreenScaleModels

STYRENE STRIPS,

SHEETS & SHAPES
for scratchbuilding,

model detailing & crafts

At your local

hobby retailer

N-Scale Magazine is a bi-monthly magazine 
devoted exclusively to N scale, featuring  

Layouts, Dioramas, Nn3, DCC, Electronics, 
Painting & Weathering, 3D Printing,  

Scratchbuilding, Kitbashing, Reviews,  
New Products and so much more.  

Begin your new N scale layout and let us  
help you build your dream layout or  

learn new techniques. Subscribe today at  

www.nscalemagazine.com 

  5811 75th Avenue NE Marysville, WA 98270 

360-658-2485 

Shop.Trains.com/CAL25
Shop 2025 calendars today at

Be inspired all year long with Model Railroader’s 2025 calendar! 

You’ll get to enjoy 12 spectacular layouts encompassing a range 

of scales, locations, and railroads.

Also available are railroading calendars with spectacu-

lar photography in breathtaking scenes from the rails.

2025 CALENDARS ARE HERE!

P
4
2
6
9
9

Sales tax and retail delivery fee where applicable. While supplies last.
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By Jerry Dziedzic

Train order lite
Permit me confessions. I 
ignored Rio Grande’s fabled 
narrow-gauge operations in 
Colorado for most of fi ve 
decades, sniffi  ng that all the 
equipment looked alike. Only 
when a friend’s appeal had 
me join a 2008 photo charter 
covering Durango & 
Silverton and Cumbres & 
Toltec Scenic did I break 
through my myopia. My 
goodness, why did I wait so 
long? Similarly, I ignored the 
Illinois Railway Museum 
because I shrugged off  its 
traction roots. A recent visit 
proves I’m my own worst 
enemy. Borrowing words 
Harry Caray made famous at 
Wrigley Field, HOLY COW!

Union, Ill., is northwest

of Chicago, less than an 
hour’s drive from O’Hare 
International Airport. Th ere, 
IRM’s main campus occupies 
a 65-acre site that holds six 
display barns and two garages 
that are open to the public. 
An active streetcar loop con-
nects them: visitors can jump 
on and off  period equipment 
to move around the site. Four 
barns house interurban, rapid 
transit, and streetcars; two 
others, passenger cars and 
locomotives. Th e garages 
exhibit motor and trolley bus-
ses. Th e museum’s equipment 
collection now numbers more 
than 500 pieces, much of it 
kept under roof in storage 
barns not yet open to the 
public for viewing.

IRM relocated several his-
toric structures to its campus, 
including Chicago & North 
Western’s Marengo (Ill.) sta-
tion, now East Union Depot, 
and Milwaukee Road’s 
Spaulding (Ill.) Tower. Fully 
restored, operating highlights 
include Burlington’s Nebraska 
Zephyr, a North Western bi-
level commuter train, North 
Shore Line high-speed inter-
urban coaches, vintage 

Chicago “L” cars and so much 
more. Other steam, diesel and 
traction equipment also sees 
operation. Any enthusiast 
would marvel at the extent of 
the collection and its curation.

The museum built its 5-mile 
electrifi ed main line on part 
of abandoned Elgin & 
Belvidere interurban right-of-
way between Elgin and 
Rockford, Ill., acquired in 
1963. It’s single track with 
two passing sidings, protected 
by automatic block signals. 
Th e main sees daily opera-
tion: special event weekends 
can have as many as fi ve 
trains. But wait a minute: fi ve 
trains, all extras, spaced over 
5 miles? Th is keeps the dis-
patcher’s offi  ce in Spaulding 
Tower hopping.

Th e day of my visit this 
past August saw hundreds of 
classic cars and trucks crowd-
ing the grounds with visitors 
during IRM’s popular 
Vintage Transportation 
Extravaganza. Four trains 
served riders on the main line 
while three cars circled the 
street car loop. Superintend-
ent Harold Krewer described 
the action on the main. 

“Our coach train behind 
the 1630 departed every hour 
on the hour. Th is placed three 
other trains on the line: one 
nearing each end and one 
ready for boarding at the 
depot. Trains exchanged 
places every 15 minutes, 
moving from one to the next 
in rotation. But feeding trains 
into the pattern to get things 
rolling feels like the plate 
spinning act on Th e Ed 
Sullivan Show.”

IRM Rule 12.7 includes

“Train Orders may be issued 
to a Train crew verbally (by 
radio, phone or in person) or 
in writing.” 

Note “verbally,” 
distinguishing the 
rule from tradi-
tional train order 
operation. Harold 
explained that this 
derives from pro-
totypical electric 
railway practice 
which IRM opera-
tion follows, so-
called “booth 
orders” by which 
crews received 
instructions over 
the phone. Th ese 

verbal orders must be 
repeated to the dispatcher, 
whose “that is correct” 
response confi rms accuracy 
and makes them eff ective. 
Harold and Assistant 
Superintendent Jeff  Fryman 
are testing a pocket-sized, 
checklist type of train order 
to record verbal orders. It 
resembles prototype Form D 
and track warrant forms. 
Th eirs adds a line diagram of 
the railroad, an improvement 
that could be useful for lay-
outs whose crews can’t learn 
their track by earning a living 
on it like railroaders do.

Th e traditionalist in me 
shudders to say so, but I see 

TTTO-lite emerg-
ing from this sys-
tem. Operating 
sessions can be as 
fast paced as 
IRM’s, straining 
dispatchers and 
operators to keep 
up with dictating, 
repeating, and 
delivering written 
orders. Th e IRM 
system may be 
just what’s needed 
to attract more to 
TTTO. 

Classics by Baldwin and Buick, a 1918 Decapod and a 1958 Special, vie for attention at the 
Illinois Railway Museum grade crossing with Olson Road on September 19, 2021. Dave Zeman photo

BUT WAIT A 
MINUTE: FIVE 
TRAINS, ALL 

EXTRAS, 
SPACED OVER 5 

MILES? 
- JERRY





Trackside Photos



Conducted by Steven Otte

Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe No. 276, 
an Electro-Motive Division F7A, leads 
Train 176 westbound through Caliente 
on its way to Bakersfield. Craig Wilson 
of Cadillac, Mich., photographed the 
scene while “railfanning” the La Mesa 
Model RR Club’s HO scale layout during 
a visit to San Diego. He added the 
background in Adobe Photoshop. The 
La Mesa club layout was featured in our 
September 2024 issue.
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Send us your photos

Trackside Photos is a showcase for the work of Model 

Railroader readers. Send your photos (digital images 5 
megapixels or larger) on a fl ash drive to: Model 

Railroader, Trackside Photos, 18650 W. Corporate Dr., 
Suite 103, Brookfi eld, WI 53045; or email them to us at 
editor@modelrailroader.com.

Though in real life the New York, New 
Haven & Hartford scrapped its Baldwin-
built streamlined 4-6-4 Shore Liners in 
1951, on Rick Abramson’s HO scale 
layout, one was saved for steam 
excursion service. The locomotive is a 
Broadway Limited Imports model, as is 
the crossing tower. Rick took the photo. 
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The museum restoration crew is busy 
replacing the prime mover on this 
former Union Pacific Electro-Motive 
Division GP7. Though it’s been standing 
neglected out in the open for many 
years, the museum staff plans to return 
the aging diesel to service for fan 
excursions. Ruedi Steffen of 
Wiedlisbach, Switzerland, shot the 
photo on the HO scale layout of the  
Red Rock Canyon Railroad club in 
Nunningen, Switzerland (rrcrr.com). 
Club member Mario Cairoli modified 
and painted the Athearn locomotive.

Reading Co. freight and passenger
power mingle on a sunny summer day 
in 1970 at the Reading’s North 
Philadelphia Yard. The Electro-Motive 
Division GP35s are awaiting freight 
assignments, while FP7As No. 270 and 
271 stand ready to provide passenger 
service to Reading, Pottsville and 
Shamokin. Kevin Connell of Dahlonega, 
Ga., shot the photo on his two-rail O 
scale layout.
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Lionel®, MTH Trains®

& All Scale Sales,  

Factory Trained  

Service Center, Sales/ 

Consignment Services

209 Rosemont Gdn

Lexington, KY 40503

www.berkshiretrains.com

859-694-8144

Find top products 

 including books,  

magazines, DVDs,  

gifts and more at

Shop.Trains.com!

Want more  

Model 

Railroader?

Check out

Trains.com/MRR

Trains4Kids
From train sets to toys  

and games, let kids explore 
their love of trains.

SH P N !
Kalmbachhobbystore.com/ 

catalog/shop-for-kids

Train Installations LLC
MODEL RAILROADS FOR HOME OR BUSINESS

HELP WANTED
See Our New 
Online Store!

(770) 597-0038 

dave@traininstallations.com

www.traininstallations.com

~ Since 2001~

Phone 740-633-6607

N Scale Core kits and Sand Tower Back in Stock

HO, N scale Passenger car Diaphragms and other details

www.Americanlimitedmodels.com

Phone 303-284-5072 Tuesday - Thursday 11:00-2:30 mst

Wood craftsman structures and rolling stock

CONOWINGOMODELS.COM

There is no substitute
for real wood

CONOWINGOMODELS.COM

Bradley-Train-Store

www.bradleytrainstore@ebay.com

Great Prices, Fast Shipping
Check us Out!

Quality N and Z Gauge Trains

Micro-Trains & Atlas      New & Collectible

All Makes

Product demonstrations

Products available for purchase

We will be “first-timers” at the 

Railroad Hobby Show in 

Springfield, MA (Jan 25-26, 2025)

https://www.logicrailtech.com
info@logicrailtech.com

LOGIC  RAIL
TECHNOLOGIES

TM
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A
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Tracks

Professional Layout Design & Construction
We Complete Unfinished And In Progress Layouts.
Design, Build, Fix And Complete Any Size or Scale!

AffordableModelRailroads.com
GETTING YOUR DREAMS ON TRACK

AffordableModelRailroads@Gmail.com

(800) 216-9202

We Can Build On Your Site or In Our Shop

WWW.CWHOMAROAD.COM

PH#: (210)-519-0186

WE CAN MEET ALL YOUR 

HOMASOTE ROADBED NEEDS

EMAIL: CWHOMAROAD@GMAIL.COM

i s@comcast.net

Facebook: Pnp Trains

Bay: Ombra

PNP
TRAINS

   

425-496-8844

MODEL TRAINS &
ACCESSORIES
www.pnptrains.com

Facebook: PNP Trains

eBay: Ombra

MODERN RELAY SHED
Safetrans 6’x 8’  
Aluminum Relay Shed  
in HO Scale

Injection-Molded Plastic 
Kit with Photo-etched 
Parts

Check Us Out!

Made in USA

www.jacksonstandard.com

JACKSON-STANDARD MODELS  

Where Every Rivet Is Counted 

#JSM100

$12.00
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Check out

Trains.comOfficial

on YouTube!

Subscribe to  

Model Railroader! 

Go to Trains.com

FILLER; 2.25 in; 2 in; Black; -
Learn about new product  

releases, hobby news, new  

features on our site and more! 

Sign up for Model Railroader’s 

FREE Newsletter!

Go to Trains.com/newsletters/

GOODDEALSDCC
www.gooddealsdcc.com

HOME OF THE PROGRAMMER TEST TRACK SYSTEMS
All Scales Available

Custom Orders
Clear Acrylic Inspection Cars

Gary Cohn
106 Center Street

Fox River Grove, IL 60021
gary@gooddealsdcc.com224-703-0111 www.TheTrainMaster.com

Pursuing

Excellence

GRANDT LINE PRODUCTS

Are now online as San Juan Details.

WWW.SANJUANDETAILS.COM

Same great products as always
N,HO,S and Large Scale Part and Kits

303-284-5072 TUE-THUR 11-2:30 MST

Ron’s Books
The largest railroad book seller 

with over 6,000 titles and over 400
DVDs! Free shipping on orders 

over $30 in the U.S. Send $3 for a 

catalog. 

P.O. Box 714
Harrison, NY 10528

914-967-7541
ronsbooks@aol.com

Online catalog at 
ronsbooks.com

 

www.scale-structures.com 

“For God so loves everyone, that He gave 
His only Son, that if anyone believes in 

Him, he will not die, but will have  
eternal life” John 3:16 

Merry Christmas! 

Rail and Tie Craftsman Kits

www.interactionhobbies.com

Crazy Cat Lady Kit

In HO & O

Structures,
Vehicles,
Boats,
& Details

New kitsevery month!

• Competitive Pricing

• Quick Shipping

• Great Service

• N, HO, O, and G Scales

• 1000’s of Items In-Stock

• Loyalty Reward Program

Locos • Rolling Stock • Track • Power • Structures • Scenery
All at TrainSetsOnly.com!

  Railroad Caps, Jackets,          
        Shirts and More...

SERVING THE RAILROAD INDUSTRY AND RAILFAN SINCE 1985

www.jelsma.com

Jackets 
starting at  

$79.95904-716-0436 • Jacksonville FL

Come see trains of all sizes! 

Door prizes and seminars are back! 

ROCHESTER'S LARGEST 

TRAIN SHOW

ritTrainShow.com       

ROCHESTER, NY

PRESENTED BY THE
RIT MODEL RAILROAD CLUB

DEC.14-15

ANNUAL18TH

SAT 10-4 • SUN. 10-4

AT THE GORDON FIELD HOUSE

ON THE RIT CAMPUS

$10
$8

Adults

Seniors
Free for Kids

Under 12

SiskiyouLine.com SiskiyouLine.com 
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All listed events were confirmed as active  
at the time of press. Please contact event sponsor  

for current status of the event.

Schedule of Events
AZ, GLENDALE: ARHS Model Train Swap Meet. Glendale 
Christian Church, 9661 North 59th Ave., Glendale, AZ 
85302. Saturday, November 9, 2024, 9:00am-1:00pm. 
Everything Trains − Food − Fun. Admission $5.00. Tables 
$25.00 - to sign up, send check or money order to: 
ARHS, PO Box 5816, Glendale, AZ 85312-5816. Contact:  
Craig Faris, 623-340-3529

CA, ANAHEIM: 2024 TTOS-SP Super Meet.   
December 13-14, 2024. Friday, 5-8pm; Saturday, Noon-6pm.  
Brookhurst Community Center, 2271 Crescent Ave.   
Buy-Sell-Trade Trains, Toys, and Railroad Memorabilia.  
Train races, super raffle, and more!  FREE kids train set 
raffle Saturday.  2-day admission: $5/person, $10/family.   
FREE parking.  Vendors: 8-ft tables, $25, $30 after 12/01.  Visit:  
TTOS-SP.ORG/THESUPERMEET/  to register. Questions: 
info@ttos-sp.org

CA, TURLOCK: San Joaquin Valley Toy Train Operators, 
Inc. Model Train Show. December 7 & 8, 2024. Saturday 
10am-5pm. Sunday 10am-3pm. Admission: $10, kids under 
12 free with an adult. Operating layouts, vendor tables, free 
parking, pizza food truck. Stanislaus County Fairgrounds, 
900 N. Broadway. Information: Jack Smith 209-765-1354 or 
Vern Cowan 714-686-7165 www.sjvttoinc.com

CO, LONGMONT: Boulder Model Railroad Club 47th 
Annual Model Railroad Expo.  December 13-15, 2024.   
10am-5pm. Boulder County Fairgrounds Exposition Hall, 
9595 Nelson Road, Longmont, CO 80501.  Adults $8, 
Seniors $5, Kids 12 and under FREE.  Multiple scales, lay-
outs, and vendors.  Additional information, visit:  bmrconline.org  
or email: bmrcexpo@gmail.com

CT, NEW HAVEN: Classic Shows, LLC will hold a Train 
and Toy Show on Sunday, December 8, 2024, from 10:00am-
3:00pm at the Annex YMA Hall, 554 Woodward Ave., New 
Haven, CT 06512. Admission: $6.00, children 15 and under 
are free with an adult. For information, please call 203-926-1327 
or go to: www.ClassicShowsLLC.com

FL, CRYSTAL RIVER: Regal Railways presents a Toy 
Train, Collectible and Hobby Christmas Sale/Show.  Florida 
National Guard Armory, 8551 W. Venable St., Crystal River, 
FL 34429.  Saturday, December 7, 2024, 9:00am-2:00pm.  
Admission: $6.00 adults, children under 12 free.  Vendors 
and model train layout.  Lunch items available.  Contact Joe: 
727-244-1341 or visit  www.regalrailways.com  for more 
information.

FL, MELBOURNE: The Melbourne Train and Toy 
Show. Azan Shrine Center, 1591 West Eau Gallie Blvd, 
Melbourne, FL 32935. Saturday, December 7, 2024,  
9am-2pm. Admission: $5, kids under 10 FREE. Vendor 
tables $25 each or 3 or more $20 each. Join us for trains, 
toys, and fun! Lunch/snacks available. For more information:  
SchultzSpaceCoastTrains@aol.com or 321-805-1963

FL, OCALA: “Trains for Christmas”− Free train show 
November 9-10, 2024. Saturday 10am-4pm, Sunday 11am-4pm. 
Experience multiple layouts and participate in great raffles.  
We are a collection site for Toys for Tots.  No vendors. NEW 
LOCATION: Marion Oaks Community Center, 294 Marion 
Oaks Lane, Ocala, FL 34473.  Information, contact Bill Quast 
at 352-209-5422 or email wmquast@gmail.com

FL, PINELLAS PARK: Regal Railways presents a Toy 
Train, Collectible and Hobby Christmas Sale/Show.  Lopez 
Inc. Hall, 7177 58th St. North, Pinellas Park, FL 33781.  
Saturday, December 21, 2024.  9:00am-2:00pm.  Admission: 
$6.00 adults, children under 12 free.  Vendors and model train 
layout. Lunch items available. Contact: Joe at 727-244-1341 or  
visit: www.regalrailways.com  for more information.

FL, PINELLAS PARK: Suncoast Model Railroad Club 
Train Show/Open House.  Saturday, December 14, 2024.  
SHOW- New venue!  Pinellas Performing Arts Center, 4951 
78th Avenue N., Zip: 33781.  9am-3pm.  Admission: $8.00, 
Children $3.00, under 11-free.  Free parking. Food/snacks. 
Tables: Event Planner, smrrclub@gmail.com, 727-523-1860. 
OPEN CLUBHOUSE- 12355 62nd Street North, Suite A, 
Largo, FL 33773. Admission: FREE.  www.suncoastmrrc.com

IN, DANVILLE: Central Indiana Division-NMRA 17th 
annual Danville Train Show. Saturday, November 23, 2024. 
10:00am-3:00pm, Hendricks County Fairgrounds, 1900 E. 
Main St. Operating layouts, displays, door prizes, memorabilia, model 
trains in all scales. Food vendor, free parking. Admission: 
$3.00/adult, 16 and under free w/adult. Dealer Tables $16.00 
each. Contact: Dave Mashino, danvilletrainshow@gmail.com 
or 765-860-1560. Visit: http://cidnmra.org

IN, LA PORTE: Duneland Model RR Club Train Show 
and Swap Meet. La Porte County Fairgrounds Community 
Building, 2581 In-2, La Porte, IN 46350. Sunday, November 
24, 2024, 9:30am-2:00pm (Chicago time). Adults $5.00, 
youths 6-12 $1.00, 5 and under free. Contact: Dave Novak at 
trains86@myyahoo.com or 219-778-3195.

MA, MARLBOROUGH: Hub Division NER/
NMRA. Royal Plaza Trade Center, 181 Boston Post 
Road West (Rte. 20 West), Marlborough, MA. Saturday  
December 7, 2024, 10am-4pm and Sunday December 8, 2024, 
10am-4pm. Admission: $15.00; Children under 12 and 
Scouts in Uniform FREE. Admission good both days. 
Information: Gerry 617-543-0298; E-mail: TE.info@hubdiv.org;  
website: www.hubdiv.org

MI, ANN ARBOR: Southeast Michigan Model Railroad 
Show. December 1, 2024, 10am-3pm; Washtenaw Farm 
Council Grounds; 5055 Ann Arbor Saline Rd; Ann Arbor 
MI 48103. 130 Tables; Modular Railroads; Free Parking; 
Concessions; Admission: $5.00 per person. Children 12 
and under FREE with adult. Early Bird $10 at 8am. Contact:  
John Young; 517-449-9063 or cdjhyoung@yahoo.com

MO, JOPLIN: Joplin History & Mineral Museum Model 
Train Show and Swap Meet. Saturday, November 30, 2024.  
9:00am-3:00pm. Schifferdecker Park, 504 South 
Schifferdecker Ave., Joplin, MO 64801. Admission: $5 adult, 
12 and under admitted free with paid adult. Swap Tables 
$20 each. Contact Steve Gardner, 620-230-9545 or email: 
sogardner1@att.net

OH, MASSILLON: CJ Trains Winter Train and Toy Show.  
Massillon Knights of Columbus Hall, 988 Cherry Road NW, 
44647.  Sunday, December 15, 2024, 10:00am-3:00pm. 
Admission: $5.00, 12 and under FREE. $25/dealer table, 152 - 8’ 
dealer tables.  Jon Ulbright, PO Box 446, Wooster, OH 
44691, 330-262-7488,  cathijon@sssnet.com  www.cjtrains.com

TX, HOUSTON: Greater Houston Train Show  
presented by the San Jacinto Model Railroad Club.  Saturday,  
February 15, 2025, 10:00am-4:00pm.  Pasadena Convention 
Center, 7902 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, TX 77504.  
Operating Layouts, Classes on Railroads and Modeling 
Subjects, NMRA Contests, and Vendors from across the 
Southwest.  Admission: $5, under 12 FREE, $10 Family.  
Concessions and free parking.  Visit:  http://sanjacmodeltrains.org/

VA, FREDERICKSBURG: Rappahannock Model 
Railroaders 27th Annual Christmas Model Train Show, 
December 14-15, 2024. Operating G, O, S, HO, N, Z 
and LEGO train layouts. Vendors, Santa, train set raffle, 
kids area. Saturday 9am-5pm. Sunday 10am-4pm. Adults 
$10. Youth 13-17 $5. Under 13 free. Eagles Lodge, 21 
Cool Springs Road, Fredericksburg, VA 22405. Info:  
www.rmrailroaders.com

WA, KENT: Boeing Employees Model Railroad Club Annual 
Swap Meet. Saturday, November 9, 2024, 9:30am-4:00pm. 
Kent Commons Community Center, 525 4th Avenue North, 
Kent, WA 98030. Admission: $10.00, under 16 free. Ed 
Sherry, 550 SW Colewood Lane, Normandy Park, WA 
98166; 206-244-3884; Seattleandnorthcascades@gmail.com

WA, LONGVIEW: November 23, 2024.  LK&R Model 
Railroad Club presents our 2024 Holiday Model Train and 
Toy Swap Meet. NEW LOCATION - Cowlitz County Event 
Center, 1900 7th Ave.  10am-4pm.  Admission $5.00. See  
www.cceventcenter.com, click on Contact Us for direc-
tions. Over 150 tables. Information for vendors and guests, 
visit:  http://lkrtrains.yolasite.com  or contact Howard Flick.  
360-751-7276, email: flickh@yahoo.com

WI, LA CROSSE: The 33rd Annual Great Tri-State Rail 
Sale.  La Crosse Center, 2nd & Pearl Streets.  Saturday, 
January 25, 2025.  9:00am-3:00pm.  Admission $8.00, 
under 12 free. 300 vendor tables.  All Scales; Model, Toy & 
Antique Trains & Memorabilia. Information: 4000 Foundation, 
PO Box 3411, La Crosse, WI 54602, 608-781-9383.  Visit: 
www.4000foundation.com

Classifieds

Wanted-N Scale
#1 ESTATE BUYER OF N SCALE COLLECTIONS! 
We buy all makes and types - including Brass & European! 
Even Nn3! Call us TOLL FREE: 1-866-462-7277.  
Don Black 119 Bernhurst Road, New Bern, NC 28560. E-mail:  
don@donblack.com

CANADIAN TRAIN COLLECTIONS AND ESTATES: 
Buying entire collections anywhere in Canada or the USA. 
Brass, plastic, engines, cars, buildings, memorabilia - every-
thing! Call Don 403-585-2772. E-mail: modeltrains@shaw.ca

For Sale-HO Scale
PREOWNEDTRAINS.COM For preowned and used 
model trains. Large selection, all scales. World wide shipping.

Wanted-HO Scale
#1 A+ ESTATE BUYER OF ALL TRAIN ESTATES- 
Brass Pieces & Collections wants your material. Including 
all types of Brass, old trains, kits, plastic, diecast, buildings, 
etc.- we buy it all. Buildings and estates included. We seek 
better items for personal collections. Call us before you sell 
for our offer as we pay the highest prices. Call Don Black toll 
free 1-866-462-7277. Don Black, 119 Bernhurst Road, New 
Bern, NC 28560. E-mail don@donblack.com

$1,000,000 CASH AVAILABLE- For your collection! 
Brass, Plastic, Memorabilia, we buy it all. Call us 352-292-4116 
or mail your list to: BRASSTRAINS.COM, 10515 SE 115th 
Ave., Ocala, FL 34472. E-mail: collections@brasstrains.com

ALL TRAIN COLLECTORS & MODELERS- Trainz is 
the largest buyer of model train collections in North America. 
We purchase Atlas, Broadway Limited, Marklin, Rivarossi, 
Kato, Lionel, MTH, and more in every scale. No collection is 
too big - we even purchase store inventories! You don’t need 
to be an expert - Trainz makes selling your collection easy. 
Please visit www.Sellmytrains.com or call 1-866-285-5840 
to learn more. 2740 Faith Industrial Dr., Buford GA 30518.

BRASS PASSENGER CARS; Craftsman’s kits; LIRR 
brass and plastic. Brass Business Cars; Coach Yard PRR. 
Please call Bob at 212-874-6569 or e-mail  grandt7@yahoo.com

CA$H PAID FOR HO AND N SCALE TRAINS.  
No collection is too big or too small.  414-377-1255

CANADIAN TRAIN COLLECTIONS AND ESTATES: 
Buying entire collections anywhere in Canada or the USA. 
Brass, plastic, engines, cars, buildings, memorabilia - every-
thing! Call Don 403-585-2772. E-mail: modeltrains@shaw.ca

WANTED-HO SCALE: Rapido N.I.B., RS-18 H.H. version.  
N. Sound preferred.  CP Rail w/ Multimark.  Call Gregory  
610-584-8265

For Sale - Miscellaneous
COAT RACKS, SHELF BRACKETS and other 
items fabricated from recycled railroad spikes.   
Go to WhittakerWelding on ETSY.

Wanted - Miscellaneous
ALL SLOT CARS WANTED. Any kind, any  
condition. Top dollar paid. PAUL at 248-760-6960. E-mail:  
slotcarguy@slotcarguy.com

LOOKING TO ACQUIRE N and/or HO scale train collections. 
No collection too big or too small. Please call or text Tim @ 
817-991-5420 or email karrstrains@aol.com. Located in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area.

MODEL AUTOMOBILE AND TRUCK KITS 
WANTED- unbuilt or built, any size collection. Fred Sterns, 
48 Standish, Buffalo, NY 14216. 716-838-6797. email: 
fsterns@aol.com

WANTED: BUYING PRR LW PULLMAN CAR  
Cast-iron door nameplates, 1938-1950.  J.H. STEVENSON, 
Rocky River, OH  440-333-1092  jhstevenson8445@gmail.com

Custom Painting & Building
CUSTOM BUILDING & PAINTING, kit building,  
kit-bashing & scratchbuilding. Locomotives, rolling stock, 
structures & more. 12 Penny Lane, Newark, DE 19702,  
302-229-6010, www.tmbcustommodels.com

CUSTOM LAYOUT BUILDING & LAYOUT DESIGN. 
Specializing in fine scale and prototype based projects. 
The Shelf Layouts Company, Inc. www.shelflayouts.com  
301-404-8164

Classified Advertising
Schedule of Events Rate: $45 per issue (55 word 
maximum). Ads will contain the following information about 
the event: state, city, sponsoring organization and name of 
event, meet, auction or show, dates, location, times, 
admission fee, name and/or telephone number and/or email 
of person to contact for information. Name, daytime 
telephone number and street address of the person 
providing the information is also required but need not be 
included in the ad. Unless otherwise requested, ads will be 
published in the issue month that the event occurs in. Please 
specify issue date(s). Word Ad Rates; per issue: 1 insertion 
— $2.03 per word, 6 insertions — $1.89 per word, 12 
insertions — $1.77 per word. $40.00 MINIMUM per ad. To 
receive the discount you must order and prepay for all ads at 
one time. Count all initials, single numbers, groups of 
numbers (i.e. 4-6-0 or K-27), names, address number, street 
number, street name, city, state, zip, phone numbers each as 
one word. Example: John A. Jones, 2102 South Post St., 
Waukesha, WI 53187 would count as 10 words. For MR’s 
private records, please furnish: a telephone number and, 
when using a P.O. Box in your ad, a street address. Model 

Railroader reserves the right to refuse listing. All Copy: 
Set in standard 6 point type. First several words only set in 
bold face. If possible, ads should be sent typewritten and 
categorized to ensure accuracy. 
Send your submissions to: Model Railroader — 
Classifieds, 18650 W. Corporate Dr., Ste. 103, Brookfield, WI 53045. 
E-mail: classads@firecrown.com 
All ads must be prepaid and pertain to the subject of 
model railroading.

Subscribe to  

Model Railroader! 

Go to Trains.com
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Mohave County’s only model railroad
hobby shop. Specializing in HO and N
scale model trains and accessories.

We are an authorized Walthers dealer.
www.66trains.com   Email: info@66trains.com

ARIZONA • Kingman

66 TRAINS
303 Metcalfe Road 928-254-7005

Narrow gauge almost exclusively.
On3 - Sn3 - HOn3 - On30.
Kits, parts, brass & books.

Mon-Fri 8-12, 1-5, Sat 8-12.

ARIZONA • Phoenix

CORONADO SCALE MODELS
1544 E. Cypress St. 602-254-9656

Headquarters for scale hobbies.
Models; N-HO-O trains; tools; paint, etc.

Discounts & special orders.
Open 10-6, closed Sundays and Wednesdays

ARKANSAS • Jacksonville

RAIL & SPRUE HOBBIES
1200 John Harden Dr. 501-982-6836

All scales G to Z. Special orders welcome.
Midway LA & SF. US 101-US 41, easy access.

Open Tue - Sat: 10-5, Sun - Mon: By Appt.
E-mail Anita at: anita@cctrains.com

Web site: www.centralcoasttrains.com

CALIFORNIA • Atascadero

CENTRAL COAST TRAINS
7600 El Camino Real # 3 805-466-1391

All scales G through N, collectibles old & new. 
Authorized LGB, Lionel, MTH & Märklin dealer. 

One of the most complete train stores in
So. Calif. UPS worldwide shipper.

Visit our website at www.trainshack.com

CALIFORNIA • Burbank

THE TRAIN SHACK
1030 N. Hollywood Way 800-572-9929

We carry Lionel, MTH, HO, N, Atlas, Walthers, 
Ross switches, Gargraves & Peco.

45’ long in-store layout. Open 7 days.
www.dynamichobbieshemet.com

CALIFORNIA • Hemet

DYNAMIC HOBBIES
811 East Florida Avenue 951-925-9331

Model rail specialists since 1951.
LGB, Lionel, O, S, On3, HO, HOn3, N, Z.

Complete stock of brass imports, new & used.
Books, tools, structures, detail parts.

Open 7 days.  www.thewhistlestop.com

CALIFORNIA • Pasadena

THE ORIGINAL WHISTLE STOP INC.
2490 E. Colorado Blvd. 626-796-7791

HO and N Scale is our specialty. We sell
new and vintage. Factory-trained DCC
installation. Model trains is all we do.

Tues - Sat 10-6, Sun 12-4
Email: poggiestrains@yahoo.com

CALIFORNIA • Rohnert Park

POGGIES TRAINS
505 Martin Ave. 707-974-9042

Exclusively model trains since 1989.
Athearn, Kato, MDC, Lionel, Atlas, LGB, 

Märklin, Brass Imports, books, detail parts.
Everyday low prices. Open 7 days.

www.rrhobbies.com

CALIFORNIA • Roseville (Sacramento)

RAILROAD HOBBIES
119 Vernon St. 916-782-6067

Exclusively trains. Craft kits,
detail parts, scratch supplies, books.

Ride the trolley to Reed’s.
Open Mon through Sat 10-6; Sun 12-4

reeds@abac.com  www.reeds-hobbies.com

CALIFORNIA • San Diego (La Mesa)

REED’S HOBBY SHOP
8039 La Mesa Blvd 619-464-1672

100% trains. Discount prices. Super selection.
Tuesday - Saturday 10:00am-5:00pm

Closed Sunday & Monday
Dennis Cole  Email: thetrainshop@att.net

CALIFORNIA • Santa Clara

THE TRAIN SHOP, LLC
1829 Pruneridge Ave. 95050 408-296-1050

Wide selection of domestic & import plastic
aircraft, armor, ships, cars, Gundam & rare kits.
HO, N, Z, O, G scale trains. Track, structures,
scenery & supplies. Also carry Estes rockets.

Open 7 days.  www.venturahobbies.com

CALIFORNIA • Ventura

VENTURA HOBBIES
2950 Johnson Dr., #128 805-658-8138

World Famous
Model/Toy Trains Only

7,000 sq. ft. Super Center
www.arniestrains.com

CALIFORNIA • Westminster (Orange Co.)

ARNIE’S MODEL TRAINS
6452 Industry Way 714-893-1015

A full service model train store. Large
inventory, HO, N, O & O27 Tinplate.
Books, videos, collector & gift items.
Repair service. We buy old toy trains.

www.westerndepot.com

CALIFORNIA • Yuba City

THE WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Ave. #203 530-673-6776

A hobby shop for modelers by modelers. From 
hard to fi nd to latest & greatest. Large store of 
quality products @ fair prices. Friendly service. 

www.whitingmills.com
salesrrhobbysupply@gmail.com

CONNECTICUT • Winsted

RR MODEL & HOBBY SUPPLY
100 Whiting Street 860-379-3383

No sales tax at the Delaware seashore.
Lionel new & used...also Atlas, Bachmann,

MTH. We buy used trains. Auth. Lionel repairs.
Large inventory of used HO trains.

Open Tues - Sat 10-4:30, Closed Sun & Mon

DELAWARE • Ocean View

SEASIDE HOBBIES
15 Daisey Ave. 302-539-1601

The Space Coast’s Model Train Shop.
Z thru G scales. N scale our specialty!

Digitrax, Kato, Lionel & Walthers Dealer.
Atlas, IM, BWL, Piko, LGB & Rokuhan.

Mon-Sat 10am-5pm Email: trftrains@cfl .rr.com

FLORIDA • Melbourne

TRF TRAINS & MNT HOBBIES
2715 N. Harbor City Blvd., #10/11 321-241-4997

Shop “Warehouse Style” for N to G.
MTH, Lionel, Kato, LGB, Broadway Ltd., Atlas,

Walthers at discount prices. Open Mon-Sat
10am-5pm, Open Sunday Nov-Jan 10am-1pm.

Email us at  rtrtrains@aol.com

FLORIDA • Miami

READY TO ROLL
831 NW 143rd Street 305-688-8868

HO, N trains & accessories
Visa, MC, AX, Discover

Open Mon - Fri 10-5:30, Sat 9-4
Call for Sunday hours.

FLORIDA • Ocala

ROB’S HOBBY WORLD
8585 SW Hwy. 200 352-854-2799

Pensacola’s Premier Model Train Store.
All scales available.

Repair service on N-G Scales.
Mon.-Sat. 10am-5pm except Tues. 2-5pm

www.TuckersTrainSupply.com

FLORIDA • Pensacola

TUCKER’S TRAIN SUPPLY
1435 Harold Avenue 850-723-5390

Your Southern Connection for Quality Products!
Featuring O, HO, N, Woodland Scenics. MTH

MegaStation & National Service Center.
Breyer Horses. Mon - Fri 9:30-5;

Sat 9:30-4.   www.roundhousesouth.com

FLORIDA • Port Orange (Daytona Beach)

ROUNDHOUSE SOUTH
4611 S. Ridgewood Ave. 386-304-7003

2600 sq. ft. Showroom. Lionel & MTH Dealer
NEW, USED, BUY/SELL * All Gauges Z thru G

Over 6,000 Parts. Repair Services. Trains, Track,
Sets, Scenic Supplies.  Mon 1-5, Tue-Sat 10-6

www.zitniktrains.com

FLORIDA • Tampa Bay - Pinellas Park

ZITNIK TRAINS
5193 73rd Ave. N. 727-201-9668

HO, Atlas, Bachmann, MTH
Complete scenery supplies.

Operating HO layout and 400 sq. ft. layout.
HUGE selection in a 11,000 sq. ft. store.

www.legacystation.com

GEORGIA • Atlanta (Lilburn)

LEGACY STATION TRAINS
4153 Lawrenceville Hwy., #12 770-339-7780

N, HO, S, O, G Std. & Narrow gauge too.
Lots of scratchbuilding supplies and

other neat stuff. Brass, books & DVDs.
Close to O’Hare.  Open seven days a week!

Web Store: www.desplaineshobbies.com

ILLINOIS • Des Plaines

DES PLAINES HOBBIES
1524 Lee St. (Mannheim Rd.) 847-297-2118

Trains, Scale Models & Hobby Supplies.
Specializing in Midwest Roads. Scout says
wide selection to scratch your Hobby Itch.

Visit our website at GRHobbies.com
or call for directions & hours.

ILLINOIS • Geneseo

GREEN RIVER HOBBIES
119 W. Exchange St. 309-944-2620

Full-Line Hobby Shop.
HO & N scale locomotives, scenery,

plastic models, R/C, tools, paints, and more. 
Open Tue - Fri 1:30-6:30pm, Sat 10am-4pm

Fax: 618-993-9177

ILLINOIS • Marion

CHUCK’S DEPOT
1913 W. Rendelman St. 618-993-9179

Specializing in trains, HO, N, O, G, Lionel.
Books and videos. Northern IL railfan
headquarters. Open 7 days a week!

Please call for hours.  Fax 847-949-8687
ronhobby@aol.com

ILLINOIS • Mundelein

RON’S MUNDELEIN HOBBIES
431 N. Lake St. (Rt. 45) 847-949-8680

HO / G / N.
Special orders / discount prices.

Display layouts / clinics / assistance.
Call for hours.

ILLINOIS • Springfi eld

CASTLE TRAINS & TREASURES
4782 Old Jacksonville Rd. 217-793-0407

Easy access from I-55 / Exit 100B
Open WED to SUN  Hours 12pm to 6pm
BUY-SELL-TRADE Scale Model Trains

mainline2006@gmail.com  Member NMRA

ILLINOIS • Springfi eld

MAINLINE MODEL RAILROAD PRODUCTS
2436 Denver Drive 217-679-1945

O, S, HO, N, Z & G Scale
Lionel, MTH, A/F, Märklin, LGB & more!

New, Used & Vintage. Extensive scenery line.
Repair, custom work & layouts.

www.fredstrainshop.com

KANSAS • Overland Park (KC Area)

FRED’S TRAIN SHOP
8909 Santa Fe Dr. 913-383-3500

We offer 13 rooms fi lled exclusively with
items for modeling scales N - G. Repairs and

installations welcome. We buy and sell.
Mon-Fri 11-7 & Sat 10-5:30. Webstore now

included at:  www.roundhouseky.com

KENTUCKY • Louisville

ROUNDHOUSE ELECTRIC TRAINS INC
4870 Brownsboro Rd 502-895-2466

If we don’t have it, we’ll get it! LGB,
Woodland Scenics, Walthers Dealer, PIKO,

Lionel, Bachmann, Spectrum, MTH.
Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun 12-4. Full line Kalmbach!

www.shopstarhobby.com

MARYLAND • Annapolis

STAR HOBBY
1564 Whitehall Rd. 410-349-4290/4291

Specializing in New England road names,
HO/N Scale. Micro-Trains, Walthers, Horizon.

Special orders discounted.
Thurs-Fri-Sat 10am-6pm

service@halfpricehobby.com

MASSACHUSETTS • Ashburnham

SHEPAUG RAILROAD COMPANY
23 Westminster St. 978-537-2277

G (LGB & 1:20,3), O (Lionel & MTH), On30, HO, 
N, & Z. Locos,cars, fi gures, buildings, track, 

kits, scenery supplies, details, books & videos. 
Digitrax Dealer. Repair service. VISA/MC.

Mon-Fri 10-8, Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5

MICHIGAN • Flint

RIDERS HOBBY SHOP
2061 S Linden Rd 810-720-2500

LGB, O (Lionel, MTH & Scale), HO, N & Z
Locos, cars, fi gures, buildings, track, tools, 

kits, scenery supplies, details, books, videos. 
Digitrax Dealer. Repair service VISA/MC
Open Mon - Fri 10-8, Sat 10-7, Sun 12-5

MICHIGAN • Grand Rapids

RIDER’S HOBBY SHOP
2055 28th Street SE 616-247-9933

Let your imagination run wild!
Z to G, Lionel, scenery, tools,

structures, scratchbuilding supplies,
special orders, ships, armor, cars, more...

MICHIGAN • Traverse City

TRAINS & THINGS HOBBIES
210 East Front St. 231-947-1353

Model railroading headquarters for the
Northern Rockies. Your one-stop shop for
model trains, kits, books, and much more!

customerservice@rimrockhobbies.com
Visit: rimrockhobbies.com

MONTANA • Hamilton

RIMROCK HOBBIES
305 W Main St 406-361-8065

One of the largest HO/N scale inventories.
Come check us out!  All major brands
plus books, videos, tools & scenery.

Mon-Fri 9-6, Sat 9-3.
www.springcreekmodeltrains.com

NEBRASKA • Deshler

SPRING CREEK MODEL TRAINS, LLC
304 E. Bryson Ave. 402-365-7628

Trains & supplies for all scales Z-G. We are 
DCC ready & installation service available.
Service work, repairs, technical support.

Family owned since 1936.
www.houseoftrains.com

NEBRASKA • Omaha

HOUSE OF TRAINS
8106 Maple St. 402-934-RAIL (7245)

From Z Scale to G Scale We Got You Covered
Open Mon-Sat 11 AM to 5 PM

Buy Online at www.westsidetrains.com
Nevada’s ONLY Remaining Train Store

NEVADA • Las Vegas

WESTSIDE TRAINS
2960 S. Durango #117 702-254-9475

Full service hobbies, a full line of
HO, N, 3-Rail, military, cars, boats,
planes, dollhouses, scratchbuilding
supplies, plus details-details-details!

NEW JERSEY • Kenvil

KENVIL HOBBIES
590 Rt. 46 973-584-1188

Direct dealer for LIONEL and MTH. The 
largest train store in Northern NJ since 1974! 

4 showrooms plus Operating Layout. WE BUY 
OLD TRAINS ~Lionel Service Station #556

www.TRAIN-STATION.COM

NEW JERSEY • Mountain Lakes

THE TRAIN STATION
12 Romaine Road 973-263-1979

Serving hobbyists since 1933.
Large selection of HO, N, & O scale

Railroad books - complete repair service
www.themodelrailroadshop.com

NEW JERSEY • Piscataway

THE MODEL RAILROAD SHOP, INC.
290 Vail Ave. 732-968-5696

Complete hobby and model railroad shop.
HO, N, Lionel, paint tools,
scratch building supplies.
Located in Tamarac Plaza.

NEW YORK • Troy (Brunswick)

JP&S TRAINZ AND HOBBIES
3991 NY Rt 2 518-203-7141

HO, N & O Accurail, Bowser, Atlas, Walthers,
Williams & Kadee. Scenery & modeling

supplies. Plastructs, magazines & building kits.
Old local lines like WAG, Erie & EL. 

Call for hours.

NEW YORK • Wellsville

EAST DYKE DEPOT
332 E. Dyke St. (Rt. 417E) 585-593-0005

Complete full line hobby shop.
Z, N, HO, O, Lionel, and LGB.

Open Mon - Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5.

OREGON • Beaverton

TAMMIES HOBBIES
12024 SW Canyon Rd. 503-644-4535

HO, N, Z, Lionel, DCC, brass
Reservation discounts, new, used,

Consignments, 16 minutes from Airport
www.hobbysmith.com

OREGON • Portland

THE HOBBY SMITH
1809 NE Cesar Chavez Blvd. 503-284-1912

Your complete model railroad store.
Gauges Z through G.

Mon-Sat 10am-4pm, Closed Sunday
www.wsor.com

OREGON • Portland

WHISTLE STOP TRAINS
11724 SE Division St. 503-761-1822

The Exclusive model railroad store.
From N to G, we stock it all.

OPEN 7 days a week.
Only minutes from Frederick, MD.

www.mainlinehobby.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Blue Ridge Summit

MAINLINE HOBBY SUPPLY
15066 Buchanan Trail E. 717-794-2860

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, Atlas & MTH
HO, N, ON30, Standard, O & S gauges

bought, sold & traded. Auth. service station.
www.nstrains.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Broomall

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS
2343 West Chester Pike 610-353-8585

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, MTH, Märklin,
Bachmann, Williams.  HO, N & Z. We buy,
sell & repair. Mon-Fri 10-6; Sat & Sun 10-4

www.JoesTrainStation.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Hatboro

JOE’S TRAIN STATION
283 E. County Line Rd. 215-322-5182

Trains exclusively. Lionel, MTH, HO & N.
Supplies and accessories at discount prices.
Mon-Wed-Thurs 10-5, Fri 10-6:30, Sat 10-4.

Closed Tue & Sun. Expanded hours Nov & Dec.
www.needztrains.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Jeannette

NIEDZALKOSKI’S TRAIN SHOP
214 South 4th Street 724-523-8035

From trains to diecast to scenery, everything
for the layout builder. Open 7 days a week.

N, HO, O, Lionel, LGB.
Buy, sell, trade used trains. Located adjacent
to the Choo Choo Barn. www.etrainshop.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Strasburg

STRASBURG TRAIN SHOP
226 Gap Road 717-687-0464

HO trains & acces., detail parts, plastic &
craftsperson kits. Hobby supplies, tools.

Tues - Fri noon-6pm, Sat 10am-5pm
1/2 mile west of airport

E-mail: aahobbies@gmail.com

RHODE ISLAND • Warwick

A. A. HOBBIES, INC.
655 Jefferson Blvd. 401-737-7111

All scales, all major brands of 
model railroad equipment.

We buy & sell used Lionel trains.
Open daily 10-6. Closed Sun.

SOUTH CAROLINA • West Columbia

NEW BROOKLAND RR & HOBBY SHOP
405 State Street 803-791-3958

Located in Knoxville’s premier shopping
destination. We are the area’s most diverse
hobby store with a large selection of HO, N,

and O. Open 7 days a week.
Turkey Creek Area.

TENNESSEE • Knoxville

HOBBYTOWN USA
11145 Turkey Dr. 865-675-1975

Specializing in HO, HOn3 • Digitrax Dealer
Soundtraxx • InterMountain • Kadee

Micro Engineering • Rapido • Atlas • Walthers
-----WE BUY HOn3-----

jack@harrishobbies.com  www.harrishobbies.com

TEXAS • Athens

HARRIS HOBBIES
9323 County Rd 1127 903-489-2646

Offi cial Lionel Layout Builder Since 2001
Traingineer shop/showroom includes;

Custom Layouts, Modulars, Model Stations,
Bridge Kits...come see...there’s always

something new!! www.TWTrainWorxStore.com

TEXAS • Dallas

TW TRAINWORX
2808 McGowan St. 877-881-4997

LEADING MODEL RETAILERS
Retail Directory spaces are sold on a year’s basis at $654 per year (payable in advance) or at $60 per month 
(billed to established accounts for one year minimum); also for six months at $353 (payable in advance). Ads will 
be set in standard listing typography. All insertions must be consecutive and may be invoiced if you have credit 
established with us. No mention of mail order business permitted. CLOSING DATES are listed in the “Classifieds” 
section. For more information email: classads@firecrown.com.
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G to Z scale items. NCE & Digitrax dealer.
Monday - Saturday 10-6

Model Railroader’s ‘19 & ‘20 Readers Choice
”Favorite Retail Storefront in the Southwest”

TEXAS • Dallas (Addison)

DISCOUNT MODEL TRAINS
4641 Ratliff Lane 972-931-8135

HO & N, Lionel trains. Complete line of
plastic kits, military, architectural supplies,

paints and tools. Open Mon-Fri 11am-6pm,
Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 12pm-5pm.

www.gandgmodelshop.com

TEXAS • Houston

G & G MODEL SHOP
2029 Southwest Fwy 713-529-7752

All trains, all scales. Magazines, Books, Videos, Re-
pairs, Brass, Consignments. Discount program, will
ship.  papabenstrains@gmail.com   Mon-Fri 10-6;

Sat 10-5; Closed Sun. Open Sunday’s Oct-Nov-Dec.
Major Credit Cards.  www.papabens.com

TEXAS • Houston

PAPA BEN’S TRAIN PLACE
4007-E Bellaire Blvd. 713-523-5600

Model railroading our specialty.
Märklin, G, HO, N, O, Z.

Superdetailing parts galore.
Books, structures, fi gures and tools.

Tue-Sat 10am-6pm   www.dibbleshobbies.com

TEXAS • San Antonio

DIBBLE’S HOBBIES
1029 Donaldson Ave. 210-735-7721

It’s cheaper than therapy.
Trains all scales, LGB, Broadway Limited,

Atlas, Lionel, Micro-Trains, Athearn.
Visit us on Facebook:

Hobby Stop Utah/@ItscheaperthanTherapy

UTAH • Orem

HOBBY STOP
934 N. State St. #101 801-226-7947

OPEN 7 DAYS:  Mon-Sat 10-6; Sun 11-4
Personal service/repairs/layout ideas. We ship.

Gauge G, O, HO, N, Thomas Brio, & more.
I-95, EXIT 92, ONLY 1.2 Miles West to tracks.

www.trainandtoystore.com

VIRGINIA • Ashland (Richmond)

TINY TIM’S TOYS & TRAINS
104 S. Railroad Ave. 804-368-0063

Full service storefront & online store. All makes
& scales. New/used trains sales, service, repair

& upgrades. All scales & Digitrax dealer.
Online Sales Visit  www.traindepot.biz

VIRGINIA/MARYLAND • Manassas, VA

TRAIN DEPOT
7249 Gabe Ct. 703-953-3767

Close to SEA-TAC airport - short drive from
downtown Seattle. New & vintage electric 

trains in all scales. Tues - Sat 11-6
www.electrictrainshop.com

WASHINGTON • Burien (Seattle)

THE ELECTRIC TRAIN SHOP
625 SW 152nd St. 206-244-7077

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, HO, N.
Buy, sell, and repair.

Supplying all your railroading needs.
Open Mon-Sat.

www.eastsidetrains.com

WASHINGTON • Kirkland

EASTSIDE TRAINS, INC.
217 Central Way 425-828-4098

Specializing in HO and N scale trains,
accessories, custom 3-D printing, hobby

supplies, and online consignment services.
Home of Roberts Brick Mortar, made by South
Side Trains. Visit:  www.southsidetrains.com

WISCONSIN • Bay View (Milwaukee)

SOUTH SIDE TRAINS
3979 S. Howell Ave. 414-482-1566

Exclusively trains, specializing in DCC, N, 
 G, & HO. DCC installation and award winning 

 custom painting and building available. 
 www.EngineHouseServices.com

WISCONSIN • Green Bay

ENGINEHOUSE SERVICES, LLC
2737 N. Packerland Dr. 2H 920-490-4839

Exclusively Model Railroading since 1932. 
 One-stop shopping from Z to G. 

 800-487-2467   walthers.com

WISCONSIN • Milwaukee

WALTHERS SHOWROOM
5619 W. Florist Avenue 414-461-1050

N & HO scale trains & accessories, plastic
kits. Books, videos & tools. Summer hours:

Tue-Fri 10-5, Sat 10-4, Sun 12-4 Winters only.
Always closed on Monday!

Call ahead to be sure we’re open!

WISCONSIN • Monroe

THE HOBBY DEPOT
835 17th St. 608-325-5107

Märklin • Lionel • MTH • AF • LGB • Z to G
• buildings • scenery • detail parts • books
• scratchbuilding supplies • special orders.

Mon-Fri 11-6 • Sat 10-5 • Sun 12-5
www.hiawathahobbies.com

WISCONSIN • Waukesha (Pewaukee)

JETCO’S HIAWATHA HOBBIES
2026 Silvernail Rd. 262-544-4131

Model trains in G, O, S, HO, N, Z. Old toy 
 trains, railway antiques, art, books, DVDs, 
souvenirs and Thomas too. Canadian road 

 names a specialty. 20 min. west of Kamloops. 
 www.kellyskaboose.ca

CANADA–BC • Savona

KELLY’S KABOOSE, THE RAILWAY STORE
6648 Savona Access Rd. 250-377-8510

North American & European Trains. 
 All scales. Atlas, Rapido, Märklin, 

 Walthers, Roco & many more. New/used. 
 We buy estates and collections. 

 Shop online at:  ictrainsandhobbies.com

CANADA–BC • Vancouver (Langley)

INTERCITY TRAINS AND HOBBIES
19965 96 Ave., Langley 778-705-2131

Your full line hobby shop. Open 7 days a 
 week. N, HO, AF, Lionel, LGB. Scenery and 

 scratchbuilding supplies. Walthers dealer, Kato 
products. Special orders welcome! 

E-mail us at: sales@dundasvalleyhobby.ca

CANADA–ON • Dundas

DUNDAS VALLEY HOBBY
15 Cootes Dr. 905-628-9156

North American Train Specialists since 1962
HO, N, O, G and DCC

Railfanning beside CNR Mainline
Closed Mondays  www.georgestrains.com

CANADA–ON • Toronto (Markham)

GEORGE’S TRAINS LTD.
550 Alden Rd., Unit 101 905-470-6200

Europe’s best known address for US Railroads.
We carry N, HO & G scale for all road names,

Atlas to Walthers.
Mon - Fri 10-6:30, Sat 10-2

Overseas orders with VS & MC

GERMANY • Kaarst

ALL AMERICAN TRAINS
www.aat-net.de E-mail: info@aat-net.de

Say you saw their 

directory ad in  

Model Railroader.

BUILD YOUR MODELING SKILLS!
Visit The Trains.com Store t  ay w     y  ’ll fi     ig -q ality, skill b il i g p     ts 
   at   by t   Model Railroader  agazi   t a , i  l  i g:  

     B  ks   v  i g t pi s s    as lay  t   sig  & pla  i g,     li g & pai ti g, wi i g  
     &  l  t   i s, t a k pla s, a       .

     Magazi  s p  vi i g a    p l  k i t   ig -i t   st t pi s.

     DVDs f at  i g st p-by-st p t    iq  s, tips, a    x l siv     t  t.

     T   b st t  ls availabl  f   b il i g a   fi  is i g a lay  t.

     A            !

Shop Now atShop.Trains.com
Sales tax where applicable.



ORDER NOW AT 
Shop.Trains.com/MRBooks

Your Guide to
N Scale Railroading

Whether you’re just starting out 
in model railroading or have been 
at it for a long time and consider-
ing working in a diff erent scale, 

Your Guide to N Scale Railroading
has something for you.

Designing & 
Operating Yards
Dave Abeles shows how to 

design and build model yards to 
represent prototype yards in both 

appearance and operation.

Weathering
Models

Weathering is the primary 
factor in creating realistic models 

and scenes. We will show you 
several techniques using acrylic 

and oil paints, paint washes, paint 

markers, stains and more.

 
O OO !

Build your knowledge of model trains with these new books from

Model Railroader on layout design, weathering and N scale!
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Colorado Plains: our 
2025 project layout
It’s that time of year again. Our 
January issue will feature this year’s 
project layout, a T-TRAK layout that 
you can build too.

Northeast Ohio modeled 
at club level
This freelanced layout sprawls out 
with over 200 feet of track. The 
organization chooses to honor the 
past while looking into the future.

Plus more:
• How Rod Stewart’s layout 
moved from California to England
• Install a SoundTraxx decoder in 
a ScaleTrains Geep
• Save time through teamwork
• How to weather tank cars
• Scratchbuild a hotel
• And more!
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Trains of Thought

74 Trains.com

By Tony Koester

A bit of daydreaming

I suspect all of us let our 
minds wander away from 
focusing on the direct path to 
an objective now and then. 
What if this? What if that? 
Some of the world’s most 
important discoveries have 
been made by someone 
indulging in a bit of 
daydreaming. 

Where model railroaders 
are concerned, we might 
wonder what we’d do if we 
had a million bucks to invest 
in our next model railroad, or 
a gymnasium to put it in. Or 
we think about modeling in a 
diff erent, oft en larger, scale. I 
can’t help but think about 
modeling one of the Wabash 
branch lines that was home to 
its fl eet of Moguls (2-6-0s) in 
O fi ne scale (Proto:48), or 
maybe the queen of East 
Coast 3-footers, the East 
Tennessee & Western North 
Carolina, in Gn3.

But then I remember my 
Midwestern roots and my 

love for a higher density of 
traffi  c than the typical branch 
or narrow-gauge line aff ords.

Not long ago, Home Shops 
asked me to send them paint-
ing and lettering information 
on Allegheny Midland 
Appalachian Lines-era box-
cars. Th ey were also doing 
cars for the other two AL 
railroads, Allen McClelland’s 
Virginian & Ohio and Steve 
King’s Virginia Midland.

I quickly agreed but 
remain somewhat amazed 
that sales of AM-lettered 
equipment remain so good 
almost a quarter century 
since it was displaced by my 
current Nickel Plate Road lay-
out. Strong V&O sales I 
understand; thanks to Allen’s 
seminal Th e V&O Story series 
in Railroad Model Craft sman
and subsequent book in the 
1970s, his many articles in 
RMC and MR, and his clinics 
at NMRA venues, modelers 

came to appreciate what he 
had single-handedly done to 
advance our hobby.

But I’ll enjoy seeing the 
Allegheny Midland live on 
through the production of 
cars and even diesel locomo-
tives ranging from EMD 
SD40-2s to today’s GE 
GEVOs. Which brings us to 
the accompanying 
photograph.

The Midland 
Road  —
Allegheny 
Midland’s nick-
name and the way 
I prefer to refer to 
the railroad to 
underscore its 
strong ties to par-
ent Nickel Plate 
Road until the 
NKP merged into 
the Norfolk & 
Western in 
1964 — was a 
mountain goat. It 

had a number of central 
Appalachian ridges to sur-
mount in the heart of the 
Allegheny Mountains.

But as I set up the photo 
for Home Shops’ website 
using four of their AM box-
cars coupled to a pair of 
InterMountain SDs, some old 
thoughts emerged. “Midland” 
is oft en used to mean 
“Midwest.” What if I had 
located the railroad in the 
Midwest instead of in 
Appalachia? Could I use the 
same paint scheme by paint-
ing over “Appalachian Lines”?

A half-hour’s work with 
Photoshop erased the AL let-
tering and re-lettered the 
bridge, but one major prob-
lem remained: What would 
the A in AM stand for? 
Clearly, it was time to put the 
railroad on a map (Toledo, 
Indianapolis & Kansas City?), 
but checking the index of sev-
eral Midwestern states under 
“A” couldn’t hurt.

America/American and 
Atlantic were the only 
A-names with any interstate 
signifi cance. “Atlantic” could 
signify connections through 
the Great Lakes.

There are other concerns
such as how much traffi  c 
(number of trains) and 
method of dispatching we’d 
have in the 1970s compared 
to the NKP in the 1950s. 

Bottom line: I 
doubt that the 
Nickel Plate will 
get bumped aside 
by Atlantic 
Midland units any 
time soon.

But it was fun 
to daydream for a 
while, and maybe 
when no one’s 
looking, a 
Midland Road 
train will make a 
run over the sub-
division. 

A promo photo for Home Shops’ new boxcars triggered Tony’s pondering whether the 
Allegheny Midland could be relocated to the Midwest and become, perhaps, the Atlantic 
Midland, as this retouched photo suggests. Tony Koester photo

WHAT IF I HAD 

LOCATED THE 

RAILROAD IN 

THE MIDWEST 

INSTEAD OF IN 

APPALACHIA? 

–TONY



ROLL AROUND THE CHRISTMAS TREE WITH

THE KATO X-MAS EXPRESS!

Pair up your engine with Compact Track!

Order Through Your
Favorite Hobby Retailer!

*Powerpack and UniTrack Sold Separately




