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Welcome From the editor

El Capitan's 50-year legacy

The feast-or-famine cycle of the passenger railcar market in the U.S. has led to
some odd combinations of intercity equipment. Amfleet, Horizon, and Viewliner
are three styles of single-level equipment to emerge in the Amtrak era.

However, the long-distance bi-level fleet has been largely comprised of just one
car style: Superliner. Built in two batches in the early 1980s by Pullman-Standard
and the mid-1990s by Bombardier, the Amtrak Superliner fleet owes its existence to
the Budd-built “Hi Level” cars of the 1956 Santa Fe EI Capitan. On page 60, Mike
Schafer looks back at this landmark all-coach train, which played second fiddle to
the much-hyped Super Chief. Yet, for all the hype, the Super Chief doesn’t have the
visible legacy today that the El Cap can claim.

Much of the present Amtrak roster is made up of Superliners, now rebuilt many
times since its construction. Nine of Amtrak’s long-distance routes (and occasion-
ally some state-supported trains) make use of the versatile bi-level equipment, in-
cluding the Southwest Chief, spiritual successor to the much-vaunted Super Chief.
Additionally, California’s bi-level fleet can trace its lineage through the Superliners
to the Hi Level cars, too.

While the Superliner era is bound to end on the U.S. eventually, I'm confident

the original Superliner I cars will make it to the 50-year mark before retirement.

That’s quite a legacy for a train many considered to be the also-ran of the Santa Fe’s

shiny stainless steel fleet.

Lo My

EDITOR

Descendants of the Santa Fe's E/ Capitan, Superliner
cars make up Amtrak’s eastbound Empire Builder at
Wauwatosa, Wis., in February 2017. grian M. schmidt
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Three bright yel-
low, wooden Rar-
itan River Rail-

- =< il S road cabooses
s 8 1 B rest at South
Lo Sl Vi 1 Amboy, N.J. Visi-
ble at far right is
g acab of aRRR
e P EMD switcher.

Bob Krone

A potpourri of railroad history, then and now

CABOOSE CORNER

Steam, ice,
and more on
the Tip-Up

Two models christen the resumption of service on the
Toledo, Peoria & Western on June 12, 1947, following an
acrimonious 19-month strike. Ice is substituted for the
traditional champagne to signify the reopening of the
road's Peoria icing station for perishable traffic. TP.&W
engineer Leo Clark, right, used the models’ appearance
on the railroad to exercise his own photography hobby
during the occasion. Two photos, Toledo, Peoria & Western

The final
Super Chief

Correcting the consist of the final £/ Capitan/
Super Chief departing Chicago April 30,1971
(see "Oldest Amtrak locomotives,’ Spring 2023),
there were no E units on the train, pictured at
left. The full consist was F7A 300L, F7A 302L,
F7B 304A, F7B 305A, F7B 309B, as published in
“Santa Fe Modeling Compendium” (see page
8). Co-author Michael W. Flick notes in a cor-
rection to our story that Santa Fe's E8Bs were
retired by 1969, traded in to EMD for new GP38
locomotives delivered in 1970. George W. Hamlin

Trains.com




Head End

CSX starts heritage unit program

CSX Transportation has released its first
three heritage units in May and June 2023. The
locomotives, so far all GE/Wabtec ES44AC mod-
els, are the first in a series honoring the railroad's
many predecessor roads.

The first locomotive features the blue, gray,
and black of the Baltimore & Ohio. Previously No.
3059, No. 1827 recognizes the year B&0 was
founded. The locomotive made its debut May 10,
2023, on the point of Waycross, Ga.-Birmingham,
Ala, manifest train M646-10. Repainting of the
unit had just been completed at the railroad's
Waycross shops.

“She’s a beauty,’ CSX CEQ Joe Hinrichs said in
a comment on a LinkedIn post at the time.

The paint scheme is a twist on the traditional
heritage livery and could be described as a mul-
let: It's all CSX business in the front and B&0 par-
ty in the back. The current CSX livery adorns the
front of the locomotive and gives way to the clas-
sic B&O0 paint scheme at the beginning of the
locomotive’s long hood.

Subsequent locomotives were released June
10 painted for Chessie System, No. 1973, and
June 29 painted for Seaboard System, No. 1982,
CSXis, of course, named for these two direct
predecessors with the multiplication sign “X"
added to indicate a greater railroad than its
individual parts.

CSX has more than 20 predecessors it could
feature in this way, the most recent being Pan Am
Railways acquired in 2022. However, it is worth
noting that Conrail, which CSX acquired part of in
1999, is already a represented in the Norfolk
Southern heritage locomotive fleet launched in
2012. — Brian M. Schmidt and Bill Stephens

. &

L

Seaboard-inspired No. 1982 perhaps best shows the blending of the
modern CSX scheme with the historic colors behind the cab.
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Baltimore & Ohio E8 No. 1453 and a passenger Geep display their classic multi-color
paint in the snow at Detroit in December 1962. Below that, CSX's new B&O0-inspired heri-
tage unit blends the old and new at Dothan, Ala., on May 11, 2023, and is numbered to
honor the B&0's founding Year. Top, J. David Ingles, Brian M. Schmidt collection; above, Casey Thomason
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Chessie-inspired No. 1973 carries a smaller logo than Chessie locomo-
tives historica"y would have. two photos, Casey Thomason



ALP44 No. 4424 in service on an NJ Transit commuter train. united Railroad Historical Society

Electric for URHS

NJ Transit has donated ALP44M electric locomotive No. 4424 to the nationally. The M in its model designation indicates that it is from the final
United Railroad Historical Society of New Jersey for preservation. No. 4424is  group purchased, which were computer-controlled by microprocessors.
one of 32 ALP44s built in Sweden by Asea Brown Boveri between1989 and  Built in 1996, the locomotive is the youngest piece of equipment in the URHS
1997 and represents both the first electric locomotives purchased new by collection. No. 4424 was chosen for donation as it was deemed to be in the
the state of New Jersey and the first time the agency had purchased inter- best condition for preservation.

[ ]
F unit heads west | . el W
A former Bangor & Aroostook EMD ERHABIAL i e . A", 4 canac
F3, which became Canadian Pacific property s i - FTT W PACIFI

with its 2020 acquisition of the Central Maine _ . ,

& Quebec, moved to CPKC headquarters in e
Calgary, Alberta, in June 2023. No. 502, built in
1947 had previously been owned by CM&Q " p l" \‘
predecessor and BAR successor Montreal, * | \ ’
Maine & Atlantic. It is reportedly in original, ‘ _
unrebuilt condition. The unit had been moved \ *‘ - Y
to Montreal for storage in 2021 after having £
earlier cleared out of the former CM&Q shop in

Derby, Maine. BAR had eight F3 A units and
four F3 B units.

BNSF GE for Silvis

BNSF Railway has donated former Santa Fe
B40-8W No. 537 to the nonprofit Railroading Heritage
of Midwest America at Silvis, Ill. (see page 16). No.
537 was constructed by General Electric for Atchison,
Topeka & Santa Fe in October 1990 as part of its
“Super Fleet" of new diesels painted in Santa Fe's
famous Warbonnet passenger diesel paint scheme
revived by President Mike Haverty. Santa Fe was the
only railroad to order the B40-8W. No. 537 is the first
of the type to be preserved, although the model is
still operated by four short lines and BNSF.

No. 537 rests at S||V|S after dellvery in June 2023 Railroading Heritage of Midwest America
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S5ANTA FE
FASSENCER TEAIN
COWVIFENDILM

Santa Fe Passenger Train Compendium

By Michael W. Flick and John R. Signor. Santa Fe Railway
Historical & Modeling Society, 1205 S. Air Depot #101, Mid-
west City, OK 73110. 576 pages. $85.

It's hard to imagine where one would start to
assemble a comprehensive review of a volume
covering something as beloved an institution
as the Santa Fe's passenger service. Yet, this is
an admirable take on that endeavor. Its many
chapters cover Santa Fe's offerings from Chica-
go to Texas and California. Chapters include the
usual Chief, Super Chief, San Diegans, and £/
Capitan, but also Navajo, Scout, Ranger, and
other lesser-known services. Special coverage
is dedicated to Chicago's Dearborn Station and
Los Angeles Union Passenger Terminal, as well.
Maps are provided by co-author Signor who
has handsomely illustrated many other rail
publications through the years. There are also
tables of equipment consists, reproduced time-
tables and advertisements, and significant
studies of various Santa Fe passenger equip-
ment. Finally, a four-page appendix details train
names and numbers by the years they operat-
ed. — Brian M. Schmidt

The Mosi Com petitive
Bassamiper Corridar
CHICAGO-TWIN CITIES

The Most Competitive Passenger
Corridor: Chicago-Twin Cities

By Aaron Isaacs. Shore Line Interurban Historical Society,
P.0. Box 425, Lake Forest, IL 60045.132 pages, $40.

Shore Line continues its series of themed publi-
cations with a look at America's most contested
market for passenger trains. Previous single-
railroad books have covered Chicago-Twin Cit-
ies — notably Jim Scribbins' landmark The Hi-
awatha Story and The 400 Story — but this must
be the first comprehensive look at all the play-
ers in one place. Profusely illustrated and sup-
ported by author Aaron Isaacs' excellent text
and a host of other contributors, the book de-
votes plenty of real estate to the Milwaukee

Road, Chicago & North Western, and Burlington.

Fans of the Hiawathas, 400s, and Zephyrs will
find plenty to enjoy. But the book also covers
the other players, from Minneapolis & St. Louis
to Soo Line to Rock Island. Photo coverage —
color and black-and-white, steam and diesel —
is terrific, including gems from John Gruber and
the great A. W. Johnson. A real strength of the
book is its coverage from the late 19th century
into the 1930s. — Kevin P. Keefe

Rio Grande Steam Fmale Narrow Gauge
Railroad Photography in Colorado and
New Mexico

Editors Scott Lothes and Elrond Lawrence. Center for
Railroad Photography & Art, 1930 Monroe St., Suite 301,
Madison, W1 53711. 228 pages. $60.

Like stripes or plaid, the Rio Grande narrow
gauge never goes out of style. Thus, there's al-
ways room for one more tome on the topic.
This photo-driven book is divided into 13 chap-
ters covering various locations between Alam-
osa and Silverton, including the Farmington
Branch, in the 1950s and 1960s. Photographers
represented from this historic era include Tom
Gildersleeve, John Gruber, Victor Hand, Jim
Shaugnessy, Fred Springer, and Richard Stein-
heimer. The book concludes with an 18-page
gallery of modern images on the narrow gauge
and an essay by CRP&A board member Richard
Tower. The front endpaper includes an exten-
sive map of the lines covered in the book. This
volume provides welcome additional photo-
graphic coverage to the history volumes that
the Rio Grande enthusiasts likely have on their
shelves already. — B. M. S.

VISIT US
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Fallen Flags

Check out our popular Fallen Flags
series online with expanded photo
galleries and historic info.
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Blog

Read biweekly commentary by our
columnist Kevin Keefe, who reflects
on the places he's been, the people
he's met, and how railroading's
history impacts the industry today.

f Follow us on Facebook

Diesels That Didn't

Catch up on our popular “Diesels That
Didn't" series online for more coverage
of these forgettable favorites.




Heaviest Hudson:
Chesapeake
& Ohio's L2a

Ask someone to associate a railroad with
the heaviest 4-6-4 Hudsons and they'll likely
guess “New York Central.’ After all, it was NYC and
its supplier, American Locomotive Co, that devel-
oped the 4-6-4 in 1927 and it was NYC that gave
the engine its famous name, Hudson, after the
river the Central’s main line followed. The NYC
also had the largest roster of 4-6-4s, with 275 on
the railroad.

But other railroads had Hudsons, too, notably
Chesapeake & Ohio. And while the Richmond-
based Pocahontas coal hauler didn't have a huge
roster of Hudsons — a total of 18 — it did boast
the heaviest of all, the five engines of the L2a
class, built for C&0 by Baldwin in 1948 and num-
bered 310-314. These engines were slight
improvements on an earlier batch of eight L2
machines delivered by Baldwin in 1941, but a
variety of upgrades added up to 3,500 extra
pounds, bringing the total weight of the engine to
443,000 pounds, making it the biggest 4-6-4
ever. By comparison, NYC's famous J3a engines
0f 1938 weighed 360,000 pounds, and Santa Fe's
vaunted 3400-class machines came in at 412,380
pounds. As longtime Trains Editor David P. Mor-
gan noted of C&0, “Its ponderous Baldwin Hud-
sons, the world's heaviest of course, had an
engine weight only 7500 pounds less than that of
a Canadian Pacific 2-10-4!"

Until the Hudsons came along, the C&0 was
known for its large class of Pacifics, the standard
passenger power on the railroad. Beginning in
1902, Chessie fielded 73 4-6-2s in various F class-
es until the last four F20 engines of 1927, The
Pacifics were a reliable workhorse for C&0, but by

T : s e

No. 314 blasts out of Russell, Ky., with the westhound F.EV. on July 1, 1951. ciassic Trains collection

the late 1930s it was obvious something bigger
was needed as passenger trains often required
doubleheading, especially over the rugged sec-
tion of main line through the Alleghenies between
Hinton, W\Va, and Cincinnati, where the 4-6-2s
hauled such C&0 signature trains as the George
Washington and Sportsman. That led to the pur-
chase of the first eight Hudsons in 1941, featuring
78-inch drivers and roller bearings on all axles as
well as main and side rods. With the heavier L2a
engines of 1948 came other improvements: pop-
pet valves, a cast-steel pilot, and a combined
steam and sand dome. All that and a huge boiler
— with a firebox identical to that of a Nickel Plate
and Pere Marquette 2-8-4 — added up to 52,100
pounds of tractive effort, nearly 3,000 pounds
more than Santa Fe's 3400s. The C&O0 engines
also employed Franklin E-type booster engines to
assist in starting on heavy grades.

Despite the effectiveness of C&0's L2a Hud-
sons, the railroad ultimately had to confront the
advantages of dieselization and by 1952 the 4-6-
4s were running on borrowed time. Here's how
C&0 historian Eugene Huddleston described

S

C&O0’s L2a class Hudsons weighed in at 443,000 pounds; NYC's famous J3a engines weighed just 360,000 pounds. ciassic Trains collection

their fate: “When the passenger diesels began
arriving in late 1951, the Hudsons were hit and hit
hard. They were not as suitable for freight service
as were the (4-8-4) Greenbriers and when
bumped off the varnish they were finished.
Through 1952, the Hudsons ran out their miles on
secondary runs, extra trains, and in standby ser-
vice, but by 1953 enough EMD E8s had been
received to dieselize all regular passenger trains
... 50 the big 4-6-4s were placed in storage.’
Despite having been built so recently — 1948, just
seven years earlier —the L2a Hudsons began to
be scrapped in1955.

C&OQ's roster of 4-6-4s also included five
famous “outliers," a group of F-19 Pacifics convert-
ed into L1 Hudsons at the railroad's Huntington
(WVa.) Shops and streamlined with a stain-
less-steel cowl painted yellow and silver, with
tenders clad in stainless steel to match new
Budd-built passenger trains. Of all the C&0's Hud-
sons, only the streamlined 490 survives today, in
the collection of the B&0 Railroad Museum in Bal-
timore. Alas, the heaviest 4-6-4 Hudsons of all
time didn't make the cut. — Kevin P, Keefe
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Falrbanks Morse H12-44TS diesel
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No. 541 switches at Chicago’s Dearborn Station in 1961. two photos, Brian M. Schmidt collection

Fairbanks-Morse was a fierce com-
petitor in the early days of dieselization,
perhaps remembered most for its H24-66
Train Master, a six-axle 2,400 hp road-switcher
that impressed almost every railroad it
demonstrated on.

Among its lesser-known successes were
three specialized units produced at the
request of the Santa Fe to replace steam loco-
motives at Dearborn Station in Chicago. Look-
ing to all the world like the light road-switch-
ers offered by the builder, the unit was
dubbed H12-44TS. Designers took the suc-
cessful H12-44 switcher, put it on an elongat-
ed frame, added a short hood to house a
steam generator and added the TS designa-
tion for Terminal Switcher. In the end, it looked
a lot like the more familiar H15/16-44 road
switchers also turned out by the builder's
Beloit, Wis., plant, but with a lower horsepow-
er output. The trio was powered with FM's
standard six-cylinder, opposed-piston, two-

Blue-and-yellow 542 works Dearborn in
1972, by this time switching Amtrak trains.

stroke diesel engine. They were geared for a
top speed of 60 mph.

Delivered in 1956 and numbered 541-543,
they were immediately set up and put to work
at Dearborn Station in the road's then current
zebra stripe scheme. The three units, eventu-
ally painted in the road's latter blue and yel-
low colors, worked routinely until 1972, after
Amtrak had assumed intercity passenger train
operation but the railroads still provided
crews and support services under contract.
At that time, the first unit was retired with the
other two following a couple of years later.
Nos. 541 and 542 went to the scrapper, but the
last, 543, was saved, along with other locomo-
tives, for preservation. Stored in the railroad's
Albuguerque, N.M, roundhouse, it was donat-
ed to the California State Railroad Museum in
Sacramento in the mid-1980s.

But why Fairbanks-Morse? Why not an EMD
Geep or an Alco RS-series, both of which Santa
Fe owned at the time. The answer was that the
railroad, like many other large railroads then
and now, wanted to keep specific builders, if
not models, in certain geographic areas. By
doing so it made it easier to stock parts and
have mechanics familiar with their idiosyncra-
sies to keep them running.

Were they a success? Absolutely. Once
tamed by knowledgeable railroaders, the
three units performed well over their career,
only to be sidelined by age and when their
passenger car terminal job was no longer
necessary. — David Lustig
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From KalmbachHobbyStore.com
or call 877-243-4904

NEW YORK
CENTRAL

Relive the road of
the 20th Century
Limited from Bos-
ton to Chicago
with our new
special issue.

AMTRAK AT CHICAGO PUZZLE
Stay in on a crisp fall night and finish
our new Amtrak puzzle featuring 40th
anniversary
locomotive 156
arriving at Chi-
cago Union Sta-
tion under the
famed Roosevelt
Road overpass.

GREAT AMERICAN STEAM:
ARTICULATEDS DVD
Experience the sights
and sounds of big
steam on the modern
railroad scene with
this DVD. See and
hear these massive
beasts clearly on
your big screen.

1939 MILWAUKEE ROAD
HIAWATHA POSTER

This poster takes you into the style and
elegance of the Milwaukee Road
Hiawatha (see page 60). Peek inside
with floor plans and imagine what trav-

el was like in the classic era.
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Dynamos,

STE MARIE
CANADA

radios & more

In the Spring-Summer 2023 issue of Railroad History:
Steam locomotive test plants in the United States and
overseas; Great Northern’s use of commercial radio in
the 1920s and ’30s for advertising and entertainment;
the 19th century locomotives of Vicksburg, Miss.;

and continuing our look at the life of the station agent.

Railroad History is the journal
of the Railway & Locomotive
Historical Society. Get your
copy by joining R&LHS, or

as a non-member for $15
postpaid (PayPal accepted)
from Alden Dreyer,

91 Reynolds Rd., Shelburne,
MA 01370; 413-625-6384;
aldendreyer@gmail.com

AVAILABLE ON LOAN FOR FUN OR PROFIT!

SERIOUS

INQUIRIES
ONLY

If someone or an
organization in the
U.S. has an interest
in it, we can negotiate
the particulars. It is
completely restored,
including an all new
federally-approved
boiler. Currently,

not for sale.

CONTACT M. WALL.:
malarkeywall@outlook.com
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Big “E” Productions

The Leader in {:I’_II‘I'!}I‘I'I"_I[::-[._’IP:(Tr._’llI‘I DvVD=s

“No More Mindless Runbys”
QOur DVDs show the Whole Train

We have 321 DVDs for sale including 49 available
in Blu-ray that show the whole train, Most of
our programs show all of the trains, day and
night, for at least 24 hours. Expert commentary
gives the train symbeol, origin and destination,
and explains the history and cperations of the
railroad or railroads in the video, Our programs
are documentaries that cover contemporary
railroading from 1992 to 2019 and were shot in
locations all over the United States and Canada.
Call or wrile [or a ca t;i[ugllt'
Big “E™ Praductions
L0y, Box 75, Greealand, N1 038540

BAME-EIZ-1218 or G03-430-J055, 24 hours a day.
O visit our Webpage at www.irainvideos.com

RAILROAD PAINTINGS

by Chris leaking

www trainsshipsplanes.com

Recent & New titles from Monte Vista Publishing

Pacific Electric v. 9 -C. San Gabriel Valley
to Sierra Vista, Alhambra, San Gabriel, Temple City
PACtFIc ELECTRIC Main St. s San Gabriel Mission
@ comBnGuniiii.,  San Gabriel, Temple City
== L e Several classes of cars
450, 600, 800, 1001, 1400
= most dates are from
mid 1920s to late 1940s
Exg’:cted Mid July23
$27.50
Western Pacific Steam Pict. - Revised
Major Yards, Stockton, Oroville, Salt Lake City
larger photos where possible
Many action photos added 12
Roster & Action photos |
Feather River Canyon
Deserts, Coal Country

Both sides of most
Locomotive classes

$27.50 T
Jull page 10.5"w x 6.25"h  black & white photographs

PE’s LA - Redondo via Gardena & Torrance
from the yards in LA to Redondo Beach
via Watts, Gardena
Hawthorne, Delta
El Segundo

and Torrance
double & triple headers

Due Late Aug. 23

(43 $27.50

please No P. O. Box address’ . please include $ 16.00 s&h per order
available from fine rr bookstores and hobbyshops everywhere
for orders and/or information please call
AX,MCVI+ Phone

dealers please give us a call for the (970) 761 '9389

latest dealer specific information.  CO. res. please add $0.80 tax per book

www.montevistapublishing.com muwp ar zirkel.us

405 Anglers Dr. Unit A-160, Steamboat Springs, Co. 80487

PACIFIC | ELECTRIC _1:
h e b
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Head End

Bombardier LRC locomotives were
built for the future using beloved Alco-
designed components of old.

“From the tip of its pointed nose to its electric
tail-end markers, the LRC locomotive is refresh-
ingly different, but at heart it is nothing more
than a third-generation FPA," wrote Greg McDon-
nell in the July 1983 issue of Trains. This, of
course, referenced the beloved Montreal Loco-
motive Works FPA4 of diesel passenger locomo-
tives that hung on in Canada into the 1980s.

MLW first offered the futuristic, low-slung
LRC — Light, Rapid, Comfortable — train and
locomotive in 1973. The aluminum-bodied pro-
totype unit was developed by MLW and two
partner suppliers, Alcan Canadian Products
and Dominion Foundries & Steel (a.k.a. Dofas-
co). It was powered by the venerable Alco-de-
sign 12-cylinder 251 prime mover generating
2,900 hp and measured just 11 feet, 5 inches
over the rails and 66 feet, 4 inches long. After
diversion of head-end power for the passen-
ger cars, the unit was left with 2,000 hp to

Bombardier LRC diesel
locomotives

o

deliver to the rails.

That demonstrator was followed by two
similar units leased to Amtrak in 1980 and a
production order for 31 units for VIA Rail Cana-
da. (In the interim, MLW morphed into Bom-
bardier in 1978.) They were powered by 16-cyl-
inder 251F prime movers generating 3,725 hp.
Nos. 6900-6920 were delivered in 1982 while
Nos. 6921-6930 were delivered in 1983. The
LRC was the first new equipment ordered by
VIA Rail after its creation in 1977,

VIA Rail's Bombardier LRC diesel locomo-
tives and the complementary passenger
equipment were built for service in the Mon-
treal-Toronto-Windsor corridor. They were
equipped with tilting technology to enable
quicker running over existing infrastructure,
which proved troublesome.

“While the introduction of LRC equipment
on all premier trains on this route has been
frustrated by their mechanical troubles, the
low-slung, blunt-faced Canadian speedsters
do run regularly, albeit at conventional veloci-

- o ' =



ties. (LRC equipment presently has an 80-mph
speed restriction.),” wrote Tom Nelligan in the
November 1983 issue of Trains. “When they
work right, the LRC's provide unparalleled
smoothness and quiet.’

Amtrak leased two LRC train sets each con-
sisting of a locomotive, cafe, and four coaches
between 1980 and 1982. On Amtrak they were
painted in a predominantly white paint scheme
with red and blue stripes below the windows. The
locomotives carried Nos. 38-39. They operated on
the former New York, New Haven & Hartford
“Shore Line" between New Haven, Conn, and
Boston. At the time, Amtrak had a number of
Alco-powered RS3s in work train service in the
Northeast. The LRC locomatives went to VIA Rail
after the end of their lease where they became
Nos. 6941-6942.

By late 2000 only seven of the 34 units built
were still in service for VIA Rail. The former
demonstrator and Amtrak units had been
scrapped and most of VIA's fleet stored after
national rail service cuts in 1990.

With the delivery of VIAs new General Electric
P42DC diesel locomotives in progress, the last
LRC-powered train operated on Dec. 12, 2001. No.
6907 the final locomotive in operation, was just 21
years old at the time. — Brian M. Schmidt

— First Time Available to the Public

2024 Calendar
Celebrating

English/French

Featuring modern photos of G&W railroads,
historic information and fun facts.

gwrr.com/calendar

700 Western Pacific Way
Near Old Town, Portola, CA

e T

Thu : April 13 thru Octobe >
Thur - Fri: 12 - 4 PM, Sat - Sun 10 AM - 5 PM

WEEKEND TRAIN RIDES - Memorial Day thru Labor Day

(530) 832-4131 - www.wplives.org

Pumpkin Trains in October - Santa Trains in December.
Check website for times and dates.

RUN A LOCOMOTIVE! Call to reserve.

Runs weather permitting July thru October.

GREAT |R/ANIL
ADVENTURES

"~ ON MOUNT WASHINGTON

ALL YEAR LONG!
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Fast Mail Letters from readers on our Summer 2023 issue

Mark Train
Zephyr family
mermories

Steve Smedley’s article brought
back memories of my encounter-
ing the Mark Twain Zephyr while
it was on display at the Midwest
Old Threshers Reunion in Mount
Pleasant, Iowa, in 1967. I would
take my children for afternoon car
rides in those days, often to the
Old Threshers Reunion. As a Bur-
lington fan I was interested in the
Zephyr and aimed my camera at it
often. In one photo I am holding
my son Steve who was less than a
year old with my five-year-old
daughter Beth while looking at

one of my favorite trains. —
Richard Anderson, Iowa City, Iowa

The upper photo shows Richard Anderson
with his son and daughter in front of the
shovelnose Mark Twain Zephyr in 1967.
The lower image shows the disparity be-
tween the standard gauge M7Z and the
0ld Threshers Reunion ground’s 3-foot
gauge operation. Two photos, Richard Anderson

Clock tower clarification

Another great issue! This magazine
has become my favorite of all the train-
related magazines available. I always find
the articles enjoyable and educational and
many bring back memories of my young-
er days. Mike Schafer’s stories of his
many travels are a favorite.

Just curious, though, about the cap-
tion for “Bumping Post” of Hoboken Ter-
minal. If the clock tower was dismantled
in 1942 for the war effort, how is it in the
picture of train 11 in 19497

— Dave Clinton, Hingham, Mass.

[ The clock tower was scavenged for copper

during the 1940s; it was removed in the
1950s due to structural issues. — B.M.S.

14 CLASSIC TRAINS FALL 2023
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Northeast notes

I always anticipate the arrival of Clas-
sic Trains and immediately opened up
the Mike Schafer piece on their Summer
1968 trip to the area of the Northeast
where I grew up. I was particularly in-
terested in days 6 and 7 where Mike and
Jim Boyd toured the New Haven and
eventually ended up just outside of Penn
Station Newark. Certainly not to detract
from this fine article, I want humbly to
point out that the New Haven GE Recti-
fier units in the 300 series were not
E44s, but classed as EF4. Only after
Penn Central acquired them at the ab-
sorption of the New Haven, they were
reclassified as E33s. The former PRR GE
units bought new by the Pennsy were

E44s and were referred to in my railfan
social circles as “Bricks.”

During Mike and Jim’s short stay at
South Street platform in Newark, the Jer-
sey Central train was pulled by an H24-
66 Train Master, not an H16-44. This sec-
tion of track was heavily affected by the
introduction of the 1967 Aldene Plan.
Both Raritan-bound trains and New York
& Long Branch trains now funneled
through here. Hunter Tower diverted the
Raritan trains to the Lehigh Valley tracks.
The newly constructed ramp at Aldene
got the CNJ trains back onto their home
tracks, thus bypassing Jersey City.

Classic Trains articles are excellent;
keep up the good work.

— Paul Carpenito, Little Gap, Pa.

Got a comment? Write us at Fast Mail, Classic Trains, P0. Box 1612, Waukesha, W1 53187-1612;
email: fastmail@classictrainsmag.com. Letters may be edited for length and clarity.



Port Road photography

While reading Victor Hand’s fine piece
on the “Port Road” I noticed that the
photograph at the bottom of page 48
looked very familiar. I was standing next
to Victor for the shot, along with our mu-
tual friend, the late Ellison “Elly” Wefel.

The opening picture of the article was
taken from the Mann’s Run “flume” just
east of Creswell. That spot was one of the
best on the Port Road, with superb views
of trains in both directions in addition to
being so close to the parallel Atglen &
Susquehanna line on the adjacent hillside
that it took less than a minute to relocate
for shots of trains on the A&S. Photo an-
gles were tight, but good shots could still
be had, especially of westbound trains
when the leaves were off the trees.

— Bob Davis, Thayne, Wyo.

Summer 2023 corrections

[ Regarding Baldwin Centipede diesels on
page 10, total production was 54 units;
Seaboard Air Line had 14 units, Nos. 4500-
4513. On page 14, the first Fast Mail letter
under “Furler and Uncle Phil” should have
been attributed to Lou Millan of Somer-
ville, N.J. On page 19, the Great Locomo-
tive Chase occurred in 1862. — B.M.S.

You love the Cumbres & Toltec
Scenic Railroad and so do we.

So let’s put our passion to work to
keep this national treasure thriving.
Join the Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec
Scenic Railroad along with thousands of
others from around the world. Volunteer

for a fun weekend or week-long work r—
P I J d I
or provide financial support. There are LY R

-

session, become a docent or archivist,

a myriad of ways to roll up your sleeves,

learn something new and share the love. IF Hou H n‘IE n H En RT DF
FIND OUT MORE AT
FRIENDSOFCUMBRESTOLTEC.ORG STEEL' Hou BELDnG WITH us-

JOIN. VOLUNTEER. SUPPORT. LET'S KEEP THE LEGEND ROLLING.
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MilEpOStS Commentary by Kevin P. Keefe

When we drove off lllinois Route 92
onto former Rock Island property recent-
ly at Silvis, I was singularly focused on
seeing steam locomotives. Three of them,
to be specific, including one very special
engine, former Union Pacific 4-6-6-4
Challenger No. 3985.

The Challenger was among equipment
that made headlines last year as Railroad-
ing Heritage of Midwest Amer-
ica bought the 90-acre Silvis
shop facility from National
Railroad Equipment, then took
ownership of much of UP’s
heritage fleet. On Nov. 22 a
small crowd was on hand as
the entire collection — two
steam locomotives, one huge
diesel, and several cars — eased
into the giant old erecting hall.
It was enough to cause Trains
Magazine to call it the No. 5
news story for 2022.

There’s no doubt this was a
blockbuster event. Backed by
significant funding from its
members, RRHMA not only
bought a famous old shop, it
set the ambitious goal of re-

16 CLASSIC TRAINS FALL 2023

Inion Pacific 4-6-6-4 No. 3985, left, and 2-10-2 No. 5511 rest on the Silvis shop floor, for the

turning the 3985 to steam operation — it’s
been dormant since ending UP excursion
service in 2010 — as well as its compan-
ion UP 2-10-2 No. 5511. Also on the re-
pair schedule: Centennial DDA40X diesel
No. 6936.

When I stopped by, the 3985’s flues
and superheater units were piled neatly
on the shop floor in front of the engine’s

~moment shorn of flues and tubes. The building dwarfs these massive machines. kevin P. keefe

open smokebox door. As master mechan-
ic Alex Beams showed me around, he ex-
plained how his crew was preparing the
Challenger for the intense inspection that
comes with FRA 1472 compliance.

“These guys are really serious,” I
thought: experiencing the Challenger in
steam seems not a matter of whether but
when.

“This is really the first time
since regular service that it’s
had a full teardown,” Steve
Sandberg, RRHMA president,
explained later. “Obviously UP
had done a considerable
amount of work on the engine,
but maybe not to the extent of
the boiler survey we are. We're
projecting a three-year range to
get this done, although that tar-
get floats depending on what is
happening”

The crew is addressing the
5511, as well. “We're basically

Vintage diesels cover the Silvis
shop floor in the early 1960s, hey-
day of Rock Island’s customiza-
tion program. ciassic 7rains collection



working on both locomotives
simultaneously, although not
with the intent they operate at
the exact same moment,” Sand-
berg said. “The reality is, the
2-10-2 needs far less work. It's
more likely we'll use it as a kind
of tourist locomotive wed run
around the yard. Compared to
the Challenger, it's a much sim-
pler locomotive” The Silvis
complex has more than 10
miles of track.

Wandering among the
equipment under that vast roof
at Silvis — including Iowa In-
terstate’s Chinese-built QJ 2-10-2 No.
6988 — it occurred to me that I shouldn’t
focus all my attention on the locomotives
or rolling stock, for the miracle of Silvis
has as much to do with the edifice as it
does the engines. How many classic erect-
ing halls are left in America? And how
many shelter the overhaul of mainline
railroad equipment?

“You know a building is huge when it
makes the Challenger look small,”
Beams says.

Silvis already had plenty to brag about
when its new owners came along. Every
Class I railroad had big shops in the steam
era, including the star-crossed Rock Is-
land, but Silvis was special, home to the
nation's largest fleet of 4-8-4s. That caught
me by surprise when Ilooked it up, but
its true: the RocK’s roster of 80 R-class
Northerns topped all other U.S. railroads.
You might say the 4-8-4s Silvis main-
tained were existentially important to the
Rock. The company was staggering

through bankruptcy when it received the
first batch of Northerns from Alco in
1930, and concurrently had to make sig-
nificant investments in physical plant —
notably a bridge-strengthening program
— to make fullest use of its big engines at
a time it could ill afford it.

The expense was worth it. Steam histo-
rian Lloyd H. Stagner put it in perspec-
tive: “Without the service of the 5000s
during the first three years of World War
11, the Rock Island would not have had a
successful operation.” Even late in life —
as the accompanying 1952 photo of No.
5114 on the Silvis turntable shows— the
RocK’s 4-8-4s were beautiful to behold.

The Silvis legend didn’t end with
steam, however. The shops made head-
lines again in the 1950s and early 1960s
when the Rock, hurtling again toward fi-
nal insolvency, proceeded with one of the
most extensive and unusual diesel rebuild
programs of all time. Its mix-and-match
approach was notable for the number of

Imperious Rock Island R-67-class
4-8-4 No. 5114 rides the 90-foot
Silvis turntable in May 1952.

Charles H. Kerrigan

aging Alcos re-equipped with
EMD prime movers; some of
this work was performed at
EMD, including the celebrated
re-powering of an Alco DL109.
At one point, Silvis shop forces
were maintaining the products
of eight different builders.
_ The work at Silvis led for-
~= mer Trains Editor J. David In-
gles to label the Rock as “pos-
sessor of one of the most interesting fleets
of diesels in the land. Re-powerings, sec-
ondhand purchases, unique models,
‘firsts’ and ‘lasts’ in the diesel world — all
are part of the RocKk’s roster” And all had
a direct connection to the mechanical
forces at Silvis.

My visit to Silvis was brief, but I came
away thinking we'll be seeing great things
come out of that ancient brick fortress.
Beams exudes nothing but quiet confi-
dence, and as he escorted me back to the
parking lot, I couldn’t help but notice the
handsome tattoo on his forearm: “Ain’t no
rest for the wicked”

That’s the spirit!

KEVIN P. KEEFE joined the
Trains staff in 1987, became
editor in 1992, and retired in
2016 as Kalmbach Media’s
vice president of editorial.
His biweekly blog “Mileposts
is at Trains.com.

»

Passenger Corridor:
CHICAGO-
TWIN CITIES

DISPATCH NO. 14

Passenger rail competition in the
Chicago-Twin Cities Corridor was
absolutely FIERCE.

132 pages with 180+ modern color and historic
black and white photos, images and maps.
$40 (24 member price) plus $10 shipping

to U.S. addresses.

The Most Competitive

Shore Line ¢ P.O. Box 425 Dept CT ¢ Lake Forest IL 60045-0425 « www.shore-line.org

ORDER DISPATCH NO. 14

To order Shore Line’s Dispatch publications
on special topics, visit us online or

order from Kalmbach’s website at
https://kalmbachhobbystore.com/
catalog/railroading/books

JOIN SHORE LINE

Join Shore Line and receive quarterly

issues of First & Fastest as well as member
discounts on Dispatch publications.

To order, send a check or money order in
U.S. funds, along with your name and
mailing address, to Shore Line at the
address below. To order online using a
credit card, visit membership.shore-line.org.

INTERURBAN
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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The morning rush

Train No. 60, the morning Golden Gate to Bakersfield, heads north through Berkeley, Calif., in
beautiful early sunlight on June 13, 1958. Train 60 departed Emeryville (as an Oakland sta-
tion) at 8:10 a.m. and is leaving a long stretch of street running at its north end on Sacra-
mento Street near Oregon Street. The two-story structure behind the vintage autos is gone,
but the other white building with the angled portico appears to remain today. In a few days
Santa Fe trains would no longer serve Emeryville, instead originating and terminating at
Richmond where passengers could board a bus to San Francisco.

Clark Frazier, Brian M. Schmidt collection; research by Otto P. Dobnick
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. ™ GP9s 4449 and 4448, train 493's

BY ROGER COOK // Photos by the author

b {S

deep in Vermont’s
between Portland, Maine, and Montreal on Canadian National’s U.S.
subsidiary Grand Trunk Railway.

“I spent all day there, everyone was
friendly, and it looked like diesels re-
placed steam only the day before I ar-
rived,” Steve said. “You've got to get
there!” He said there was even a Satur-
day-only Montreal-Portland
round-trip passenger special
that carried Canadian vaca-
tioners to Maine coast beach-
es in July and August, as well
as daily through freights 490
and 493 that met at “the
Pond” in late afternoon to
change crews and vans. There
also were way freights: a Ca-
nadian National Richmond
(Quebec)-Island Pond turn,
and an Island Pond-based Grand Trunk
turn that mainly served the paper mills
around Berlin, N.H.

Island Pond seemed a place to see, and
so after four days visiting the farm, I
arose before dawn on Friday, bound for
the North Country while the cows were
still being milked.

What I found in addition to the train
operations Steve had described was a
town that looked more Western frontier
than New England Colonial. Mostly
wooden, multi-story commercial build-
ings faced the imposing 2V;-story brick

A VISIT TO ISLAND POND AND THE GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY

he phone in my parents’ bedroom woke us at almost
midnight. “It’s your friend Steve,” my father said.
“Make it quick.”

Steve Ward had just returned home in July
1964 after visiting northern Vermont. Since he
knew Id be leaving in the morning, bound for my
aunt and uncle’s Vermont dairy farm, he was anx-
ious to describe his experience at Island Pond,
Northeast Kingdom,” a division-point yard midway

six-span truss bridge over 12 yard tracks.
Heavy planks rumbled and the bridge
shook whenever vehicles crossed.

Two wooden churches dominated the
hillside across from the yard and depot:
First Congregational, Colo-
nial in style, built in 1854;
and an 1871 Episcopal
church, a board-and-batten
Carpenter Gothic structure
with an impressive steeple

clock. A boardwalk, stairways,
and wood pedestrian bridge over the
yard tracks connected that part of
town with the station area.

AN INTACT STEAM TERMINAL

East of the highway bridge, I saw the
town’s namesake pond with its central is-
land, as well as GT’s 20-stall roundhouse,
backshop, support structures, car-repair
area, and lakeside freight house.

Although locomotive repairs had been
transferred to Central Vermont Railway’s
St. Albans shop in July 1963 when CV
and GT locomotive rosters were com-
bined, the roundhouse remained open,
and GT GP9 No. 4905 was spotted near
the turntable, opposite a standpipe that
had once filled steam locomotive tenders
with water. It was still occasionally used
since the Island Pond wreck train includ-

power, are spottedon the-round-
house lead for a crew chahge
while their train’s head end is be-=
ing worked by the yard switcher.

and granite GT depot. The town’s main
street (Vermont Route 105) climbed a
wooden ramp just east of the depot and
made a sharp left turn to cross a wooden

ed a steam crane.
The Geep was one of five steam-boil-
er-equipped GT passenger units, and its
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Opposite the depot, First Congregational
Church overlooks the Berlin way freight and
its van, a former Central Vermont car.

olive-and-yellow livery was so glossy it
appeared to have been delivered just yes-
terday rather than in June 1956. It would
be the afternoon yard switcher.

This sleepy facility once saw busier
times. Island Pond became the midpoint
of Canada’s first railway to the Atlantic
coast when the St. Lawrence & Atlantic
building east from Montreal and the At-
lantic & St. Lawrence building from Port-
land met there in 1853.

Both lines then were leased to the
Grand Trunk Railway of Canada, becom-
ing an all-weather route for Canadian
grain, forest products, and other exports
until eclipsed by later-constructed all-Ca-
nadian northern routes to Halifax via the
Maritime provinces.

About 2 p.m. the five-man yard crew

ViR T N et : _ & reported for duty. They seemed to have
G2 =13 S it K IR TR S S R A plenty of time to talk since the Richmond
The switch crew plans its moves in front of the yard office while GP9 4905 waits nearby. The  way freight, train 490 from Montreal, and
former ice house is visible behind the crew members in the distance. 493 from Portland wouldn't arrive for
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The switch crew works at the east end of the
yard. This view provides a better look at the

ice facility, first seen on the previous page.

hours. They suggested I look over the ice
house, which although no longer used
still held a few blocks of frozen water in-
sulated between layers of sawdust. They
explained that until recently, ice had been
harvested with saws from the pond each
winter. An elevated conveyor once lifted
the chunks into the house.

Part of the structure’s coal bunker —
that used for sand storage — still stood.
Island Pond in 1964 was an almost per-
fectly preserved steam-era facility — sans
the related locomotives.

A GOOD PLACE TO FIND GEEPS
About 4 p.m. a locomotive horn
sounded west of town. It was the way
freight from Richmond. After its CN GP9
entered the yard, I moved to the wooden
pedestrian bridge and was joined by a
young fellow who also liked trains.
“Mister;” he said, “I don't know where
that train is going but I'd like to take it

g = -
TRE £ =
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A Geep shoves GT van 77964 into the yard. It's orie_ _of three ex-Grand Trunk Western cars
assigned to the GT, the others being 77965 and 77971. GTW was a CN subsidiary in Michigan.
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there” On a different day I might have
shared that desire, but the action had just
begun. I soon realized Island Pond was
everything Steve had described, and more.

When 490 and 493 arrived, that “time
machine” quality shone as brightly as the
glossy olive-and-yellow GT GP9 sets
powering both freights. All the inbound
Geeps were vintage 1956, and like 4905
appeared to have just left EMD’s factory
in La Grange, Ill. The orange wooden
vans (as cabooses were known on Cana-
dian rails) still displayed GT’s CN-in-
spired maple leaf heralds. Except on
some boxcars and other rolling stock, not
a single 1961 CN new image “noodle”
was in sight.

I visited the depot while the freights
were being switched and noticed the pas-
senger train arrival board mounted out-
side. It indicated train 17 from Portland
to Montreal would arrive at 6 p.m.,
though regularly scheduled service had
ceased in September 1961.

I did learn the “Beach Train” would ar-

: : ; . ' rive mid-to-late Saturday morning, since
The Beach Train changes crews at Island Pond. It departed Montreal at 7:15 a.m. and would it was scheduled to depart Montreal at
tie up later in Portland, Maine, providing patrons easy access to the Atlantic coast. 7:15 a.m.I also found out all GT trains
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were operated as “extras,” unscheduled
movements having timetable authority.

The lead Geeps on 490 and 493 carried
white flags, signifying they were “extra”
trains, even though all the GT men I'd
met used their former timetable numbers.

On Saturday I was parked beside Nor-
ton Pond, about 11 miles north of Island
Pond, listening for an approaching train.
Almost as soon as I heard it, the Beach
Train became a blur in my camera’s view-
finder: two olive-and-yellow diesels
trailed by a black-and-gray steam genera-
tor car, baggage car, and a string of black
and green passenger stock. It was moving
fast but I did manage another photo be-
fore the Island Pond crew change.

The locomotives were CN Montreal
Locomotive Works 3100-series RS18s,
geared for 80 mph with pass-through
steam lines to work in passenger service
despite lacking boilers. Hence the steam
generator car — the only discordant note
in otherwise traditional CN livery.

The two incoming GT enginemen
looked enough alike to have been broth-
ers, and perhaps they were, since many
railroad families called Island Pond home.

GT 4446 goes for a spin on the Island
Pond turntable. Its mechanism operates
on compressed air from the roundhouse.

The Boy on the Bridge

Did that young railfan ever take a train
out of town? Fifty years after taking
his photo | learned his story.
While corresponding with fellow
Rutland Railroad Historical Society
member Will Davis, he mentioned
that his grandparents had once lived
in Island Pond and he grew up
spending summer vacations there. He
wrote, “I'm excited to learn you are
working on an article about Island
Pond; it's funny to think that as a kid |
might have been walking around
there while you were taking shots.”
So, | sent him a print and asked,
“Could this young fellow be you?" Will
wasn't sure, but his mother knew her
son and remembered her seven-year-
old's hat, sweater, and corduroy pants.
Will is a native Vermonter who grew
up in Rutland before moving to the
Albany, N.Y., area, where he had a
40-year career in law enforcement.
Although he never rode a train out of

Young Will Davié"stands on the bridgeat
Island Pond, Vt., in July 1964.

town, Will did get to ride trains for three
years as a spare brakeman for SMS Rail
Service in Waterford, N.Y.

| greatly appreciate Will's assistance in
refreshing my half-century-old memories
and helping me keep facts straight. —
Roger Cook
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Tour guide Xeneas McWain works in the roundhouse in July 1966.
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"~ Train 493 arrives from!ﬂor’tland with CN
! ﬂwnsw No. 3715 leading two GT GP9s on a
. ..subsequent visit in July 1966.

When the special rapidly accelerated
toward Portland, I realized the time
watching the crew change could have
been better spent finding another photo
location. I followed the fast-moving train
east, saw it cross the Connecticut River
bridge to North Stratford, N.H., and
knew I'd never catch up. The chase was
over — but I knew I'd be back.

ISLAND POND REPRISE

It wasn’t until July 1966 — on another
Saturday and after several solo trips —
that Steve and I would visit the North
Country together.

Operationally nothing had changed
and the roundhouse remained open. The
sole worker, who might have spent most
days washing and painting the spotless
walls and floor, escorted us through the
cavernous, mostly empty space.

Though no locomotives were inside,
one stall was occupied by rows of pallets
containing the wall clocks removed from
now-closed lineside depots, awaiting
shipment to CN’s Montreal headquarters
for future sale. Looking through one of-
fice window we saw several large-scale
wooden models of GT and CN steam lo-
comotives, built by the shop foreman.




In July 1966, the westbound Beach Train has
arrived behind a CN FP9 and CV GP9. A
_Canadian crewwill board here for Montreal,

The Beach Train was shorter than it
once had been, with a CV GP9 and CN Eastbound 490's power and van are side-by-side at the
FP9 for power, both in that new-image Island Pond depot for a crew change in July 1971.
livery. We wondered if 1966 would be the
train’s last year. When 490 and 493 ar-
rived late in the afternoon, we noted the
diesels, though all still in olive and yellow,
had lost some of their former luster. A
special treat, however, was 493’ lead unit: SRt et Bt et
CN RS18 No. 3715, a number once car-
ried by one of GT’s last operating steam-
ers, a USRA-design 2-8-2.

I didn’t get back until July 1971. Al-
though Island Pond’s physical plant re-
mained, the roundhouse had closed in
September 1966 and the Beach Train
ceased operations after the July-August
1967 season. Many yard tracks were
weed-grown and some even removed.
Portland-bound 490 was in town for a
crew change, powered by three GP9s in
new image GT and CN livery, with a
modern steel van on the rear.

The time machine had broken down,
and would be scrapped in 1973 when the
roundhouse, wooden highway, and pedes-
trian bridges were demolished. Only the
depot remained. It would later become a
bank, with an upstairs museum housing
the Island Pond Historical Society.
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Pacific Fruit Express 57-foot mechanical reefer No. 455118 is exemplary of hundreds of such cars in use in the early 1970s to move West Coast
produce to Midwest and Eastern markets. PFE was a joint venture of Southern Pacific and Union Pacific. ciassic rains collection

Ithough the accom-
panying headline
might seem like just
a clever title, if you
ever worked the
second shift in the
yard office at Rock
Island’s Kelly Yard in Silvis, IlL., youd be
wise to the inside joke. Because it wasn’t
really a joke — it was closer to the truth.

It's also my way of describing one of
railroading’s many unsung jobs, one the
average enthusiast probably knows little
about. It wasn't a glamorous assignment,
but it was absolutely necessary to keep
the wheels rolling.

I held the job of second shift “Precise
Inventory and Car Location” or PICL
(pickle) clerk.

I had hired out in the fall of 1973 asa
clerk and floated around a bit before bid-
ding on and winning (much to the dis-
may of officialdom) that second shift
“PICL” job. At least it was inside, out of
the weather, and climate controlled (OK,
except for all the hot air coming from
some of the terminal trainmasters). At
last, I could wear decent clothes to work.
It would be the last clerk’s job I would
hold before transferring to engine service
in 1974.

The paperwork involved in getting
cars and locomotives from point A to
point B was as important as pulling the
throttle. At Silvis, the PICL clerk was in
the thick of it. It’s worth noting that sec-
ond shift was probably the busiest at Sil-
vis. Kelly Yard’s primary purpose in life
was sorting and blocking cars to go east.
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It was the RocK’s favorable fast con-
nections to eastern carriers that kept it
afloat for many of its last years. The fact
that its crumbling main lines were infest-
ed with 10-mph slow orders wasn’t so im-
portant when you could save a day or
more at Chicago.

As it happened, many of the hot trains
to Chicago connections were built and
departed on the afternoon shift at Silvis.
It was usually a crazy time at “Silly Ville”
on second shift, and it lasted into most of
third trick as well.

What exactly did the PICL clerk do?
First, let me describe my work area. There
were two large rooms in the northeast
corner of the yard office. My area was in
one of the big rooms on the upper floor,
with large windows that allowed me to
watch the crest of the hump one way and
the expanse of the classification bowl in
the other. A corner office with a view.

I had three large boxes of pigeonholes,
very much like letter cases in the post of-
fice, except that these had been subdivid-
ed into two compartments: one for the
waybills on the bottom and another for
the IBM punch cards that accompanied
them on top. There was a pigeonhole for
every track in the yard.

The adjacent room held but one item:
a huge IBM card-punch printer. When I
say that I mean massive — they may have
had to have built the yard office around it.
When it was printing a list, the whole
floor shook to its rhythmic clattering.

To help clarify all this, let’s trace a sin-
gle car through the yard, then I'll de-
scribe a typical shift for you.

Inside
Kell
Yar

The lllinois

divisionis

composed of 728.8

miles of main line, plus six branches
— Toulon, Keota, Clinton, Montezu-
ma, Postville, and lowa Falls — of
341.3 miles, for a grand total of
1070.1 miles of railroad under the
jurisdiction of the superintendent.

It is busy track, with fast
freights and numerous passenger
and commuter trains speeding
goods and people to their many
destinations.

Every Chicago-originated or
Chicago-bound freight train, except
those to and from Peoria, must go
through or past Kelly Yard at Silvis.
Most eastbound trains are yarded
and classified there, blocked for
their Chicago connections.

A good portion of the west-
bound trains, having already been
blocked at Chicago, never see the
inside of Kelly, but are “mainlined,”
with cars added and taken off right
on the main track, thus avoiding
time-consuming yarding. Crews are
also changed there, speeding the
trains through the Quad Cities with




et’s follow that typical car. Any

car will do, but, for interest’s

sake, let’s call it Pacific Fruit

Express 455118, a 57-foot me-

chanical reefer loaded with let-
tuce and destined, at least for the moment
(perishables could be diverted multiple
times), for a consignor at Hunter’s Point
Produce Terminal in New York.

The car is routed via Penn Central, on
the old New York Central side. Lets say it
arrives in a train from Kansas City (via
Southern Pacific at Tucumcari, N.Mex.)
late in the afternoon. The inside perishable
protective service clerk at Six-Ring shanty
on the west end of the receiving yard will
process the list and waybills and send
them to the yard office via the pneumatic
tube system. This inbound train has hot
traffic on it and the carmen are busy in-
specting it and bleeding off the air on the

a minimum amount of dwell spent in
the terminal area.

Kelly Yard has a gravity retarder
hump with 50 bowl tracks, plus five
long make-up departure tracks and
a 20-track receiving yard where the
trains are put prior to being run over
the crest.

Approximately 26 through
freights are scheduled daily
between Silvis and Chicago. Along
with the many locals and transfers,
this equals a train in and out of the
yard every 30 minutes, all day long.

cars while the perishable protec-
tive clerks complete their in-
spections to ready the train for
classification over the hump.

Next will come the three
clerks who will shepherd our
car’s paperwork and journey
through the yard. First will be
the inbound bill clerk. He re-
ceives the waybills and inbound
list along with the west walk
checker’s (mud hop’s) handwritten list
of the actual train as it arrived. It’s not
uncommon for there to be discrepancies
between the inbound list as received
from the last originating terminal and
what actually shows up, but today, we'll
assume the train accurately reflects the
inbound list.

All three clerk jobs are pressure-packed
because of time, but in slightly different

ways. The inbound clerk has to
finish his work before any
classification can begin. He
has to take the waybills and
list, and, one at a time, make
an IBM punch card for each
car. Sometimes he can get a
leg up on things by punch-
ing cards from the inbound
list sent from Armourdale
Yard (Kansas City), Short Line
(Des Moines), or Cedar Rapids,
but he'll have to correct any problems
that show up on the train as it actually ar-
rives in Silvis. For instance, bad-order cars
may have been set out en-route.

There’s a machine on a small desk in
our room with a typewriter-like keyboard
that, instead of a piece of paper, spits out
an IBM punch card. Every car will have a
card made for it as it actually stands in the

These views of Kelly
Yard at Silvis, IIl.,
come from a Rock
Island-issued
brochure highlight-
ing freight service
investments
throughout its sys-
tem in the 1970s.

Classic Trains collection
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The brightly painted depot at Bureau, III.; matches the third unit on this eastbound freight led by U25B No. 230 in July 1976. The first cars
behind the power are likely 57-foot PFE mechanical reefers like the car that the story follows. randy B. lson, David P. Oroszi collection

inbound train. You can imagine the time
this will take for a train of 100 cars or so.
It’s tons of fun when an impatient termi-
nal trainmaster is looking over your
shoulder, waiting.

When the inbound clerk is finished,
hell load the cards into the big printer in
the next room and print multiple copies
of the inbound train list. The printer pro-
duces six copies at a time. The humpmas-
ter will mark the still-carbon-papered lists
with the tracks the cars are to be sent to.
Then the lists are separated and distribut-
ed. One copy goes to the terminal train-
master’s office, one is retained by the
humpmaster. Another copy will go to the
hump job foreman, who sits at track level
at the crest of the hump and lines the
switches for the proper bowl track. One
copy each goes to the two retarder tower
operators and, last but not least, one goes
to the PICL clerk.

In the meantime, the inbound clerk
will have delivered a pack of punch cards
and waybills to me, the PICL clerk. There
is a pigeonhole for each arrival track but,
since the humpmaster has already called
down on the intercom to tell me they will
be humping this train next, I'll leave the
pack sitting on my desk until the list
comes down. Meanwhile, one of three
Rock Island SW1500s — Nos. 940, 941, or
942, serving the only terminal they would
ever see on the Rock — will have gone
down a clear track and coupled onto the
waiting inbound train. Its engineer will be
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waiting for the hump repeater signals to
change so he can begin shoving the cut to
the crest of the hump.

Next, I verify that the first car over the
hump matches the list and begin sorting. I
put each car and waybill in its pigeonhole
according to how the list was marked.

I always thought Kelly Yard at Silvis
was remarkably well laid out for its in-
tended purpose. It was built in 1949
during John Dow Farrington’s administra-
tion and, unfortunately, probably had little
in the way of maintenance since. One ma-
jor improvement it did receive was to re-
move every other receiving yard track,
leaving an access road between what re-
mained, making it easier for the car de-
partment to quickly work inbound trains.

In each gap was a paved road that per-
mitted mobile icing equipment to service
trains on either remaining track. These
changes were definitely a case of less is
more, allowing a material improvement in
workflow. In general, the yard —like most
on the Rock Island — wasn’t poorly de-
signed; it just suffered from an anemia
born of inadequate upkeep. However, like
the pet dog of a poor master, it served
faithfully to the end.

The physical tracks in the bowl
matched my letter case. Each track held
cars according to their specific destina-
tions. Track 20 could be cars for Chicago
and delivery to Grand Trunk Western,
while another track could be for “C&O
ones” (C&O ones were destined for the




old Pere Marquette to Michigan), while
C&O twos were destined for the old
Chesapeake & Ohio to Cincinnati. In
this case, there were PC ones (old NYC)
and PC twos (old Pennsylvania Rail-
road). Thus were the cars sorted by de-
livery destination while the waybills and
punch cards wound up in my appropri-
ate pigeonholes.

What made it really efficient, though,
was that the first five eastbound departure
tracks on the north side of the bowl had
their own lead off the hump, and cars
could be sent directly into them. East-
bound departure tracks were on the north
side of the yard, and five westbound tracks
on the south side.

About two-thirds of the way out, the
departure tracks were bisected by dou-
ble-slip switches from dedicated leads out
of the east end of the bowl. An eastbound
train could be quickly built by humping
cars directly into a track on the west end,
and classified cuts added by the “trimmer”
engine working the east end of bowl.

There was a lot of versatility available
with this arrangement. Once the slips
were “closed” and the cuts coupled up, the
new train would be turned over to the car
department and this process would be
aided by the terminal air available at the
east end of each eastbound departure
track. Thus, it wasn’t uncommon for the
east-end yardmaster to tell a trimmer
crew to “close the slips and spot the head
end for air”

The humpmaster could call down any
changes but today, for simplicity, let’s say
the train is humped exactly as marked. A
100-car train could be classified in 30 or
40 minutes if there were no problems. Of-
ficialdom considered it really good day if
3,000 cars went over the hill. At the end of
the process each car would be in its ap-
propriate track and its matching punch
card and waybill would be in the appro-
priate pigeonhole.

For today, our car, PFE 455118, is go-
ing to be on the head end of what will be-
come train “44aXX” with XX represent-

ing the date. The 44 is a hot train to be
delivered to the Indiana Harbor Belt via a
connection track directly from the Rock
Island’s main line at Blue Island, on Chi-
cago’s south side.

The outbound train will be built on
one of the long departure tracks, say 8/20
(the five long eastbound departure tracks
had dual numbers, all adding up to 28 for
some reason). Due to the agreed-upon
blocking for expeditious handling by THB,
it will go into a bowl track, lets say track
26. Later it will be pulled along with one
or more other bowl tracks by an east-end
trimmer engine and dragged through the
slips to become the head-end of “44a01”
For now, though, since it’s going to be in
track 26, that’s where its card and waybill
will wind up in my pigeonholes.

Now the third member of the team, the
outbound bill clerk, comes into action.
The humpmaster comes on the intercom
and tells Smitty, the outbound clerk,
“Smitty, were gonna pull 25, 26, and 34
and double them to 8/20 and that'll be 44’s

This westbound Rock Island freight near Uti-
ca, llL,, is likely to terminate at Silvis on this
September 1972 day. Motive power is an F7
and Geep. Randy B. Olson, David P. Oroszi collection




Train 57 works at Rock Island’s Blue Island III yard southwest of Chicago in May 1973 Th|s entrance to the W|ndy City made connectlons
to the east easier and gave the Rock an advantage compared with competitors who entered from the west. ken crist, 1. David ingles collection

train. We're bidding it for 8:45 p.m” The
“bid” time is the proposed time they think
the train can be run.

That time will be conveyed to the
roundhouse foreman so he can come up
with power. Assuming he can dredge up
something capable of tractive effort, and
all else is well, the bid time will be changed
to a “call” time. To make that happen, the
dispatcher’s office in Des Moines will be
notified and, if it's OK with them, the call
time will be confirmed and the crew clerks
for trainmen and enginemen notified so
they can call the crew.

As far as Smitty is concerned, it means
he'll come over to my desk and pull the
cards and bills so that when he’s done, the
cards will be in proper order to go
through the big printer and print a correct
list for the new, outbound 44’s train. He'll
separate the list and three copies will be
folded and bundled with the waybills for
the outbound train.

When the conductor arrives he'll come
upstairs and pick up the waybills and lists
along with the clearance and train orders
from the wire chief/operator down the
hall (the next room down). Then hell be
ready to leave town. While this is happen-
ing, the engineer and head brakeman will
have reported to the roundhouse and
brought out the train’s power to tie onto
the head end and do an air test.

This, of course, is an example of every-
thing going perfectly. There were a thou-
sand ways for things to go wrong. Bad-or-
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dered cars sometimes had to be kicked
out. Sometimes a “no bill” meant a car ar-
rived with no matching waybill. It usually
fell to the inbound clerk to try to resolve
the issue, but there was also a full-time day
shift clerk whose job it was to figure these
things out. It was a case of knowing who
to call and where to find out the rest of the
story, which could be time consuming.

There was a time-saving solution for
this. I always loved Pennsylvania RR rail-
roader Lloyd Arkinstall’s description of
the railroad’s yard at Harsimus Cove, N.J.,,
as having a “time being” track. That is, a
track where the cars with question marks
were put until they could be figured out. I
suspect every large terminal yard has its
equivalent track. Silvis always had at least
one track in the bowl reserved for the “no
bills” or “strangers.”

That pretty well describes the process
of how a car made its way through Silvis.
If everything went well, as described
above, a car could be in and out of town
in a few hours. That was the best-case sce-
nario. But, to continue our story, let’s look
at how a typical shift went.

he average shift dealt princi-
pally with cars moving from
the receiving yard into the
bowl and outbound trains
being built. There were other
duties, though. One of them was the “RIP
OK’s” We had something called the bum
jobs, assignments that varied at the direc-
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tion of the yardmasters, which were daily
tasks to switch out the cars that had been
repaired at the mechanical facilities or
RIP (repair in place) tracks. This hap-
pened on second shift.

Once cars had been switched into a
cut, the west checker walked them and
brought the list to the office. I had to pull
the cards and print a list for the hump-
master, who marked them up for their
trip over the hump and sent the list back
to me. Hed eventually tell me when they
were going to classify them because it was
one of those “when we get around to it”
jobs. Occasionally, though, there might
be a hot car or cut of cars that required
priority treatment.

One disaster that could interrupt
smooth functioning was for the big list
printer to go down. When you came to
work, you knew there was trouble if the
business machine company’s repair van
was parked next to the yard office. You
could hear it almost constantly clanking,

clattering, and thumping the floor in its
room, printing its little heart out.
Another huge fly in the ointment came
on days when Federal Railroad Adminis-
tration inspectors were on the property. If
it was locomotive inspectors, things came
to a standstill; the Rock had few; if any,
engines that could survive an FRA inspec-
tion. If the federal guys were car inspec-
tors, it was almost as dire because they
had no trouble finding bad-order rolling
stock that had to be switched out and sent
to the RIP track. You knew, though, that
the lull would end and it would be a--
holes and elbows once they were gone.
The grand finale of the evening, sort of
the “Ode to Joy” for the PICL clerk, was
printing the “master” PICL: a document
of every car in the yard and its location.
Each slot in the letter cases had a header
card that identified the track and stayed
permanently in its slot. You went through
the letter cases and pulled every slot, in
order. You wound up with a huge deck of

cards, and God help you if you dropped
it. It was a good idea to make sure the
printer had enough paper while printing
the list — you didn’t want to run out.

After what seemed to be an intermina-
ble amount of clattering, the machine
would produce a huge list. I seem to re-
member we had a set of pins mounted on
the wall where we could hang the printout
and strip out all the carbons at one time.
You wound up with several large copies
that were distributed to involved parties.

To finish, you had to take the huge
deck of cards back and replace the cards,
in reverse order, back into their slots. This
happened three times a day at the end of
each shift.

So it went, three shifts a day. I think of
my account here as a lot like the job itself:
not very glamorous, but without it there
wouldn’t have been many trains for us to
watch and photograph. Owning stock in
the company that made the printer paper
wouldn't have been a bad idea, either.

Rock Island U25B No. 226 leads
train 57 west across lllinois for
Silvis and points west in 1974. The
route east of LaSalle-Peru follows
that of the former lllinois & Michi-
gan Canal, visible at left. mark Neison
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Murphy Dome Air Force Station, Oct. 10, 1969, taken from a
Piasecki H21 “Flying Banana” helicopter. The next day we
had a snowstorm. First-termers barracks were on the lower
right. At top right, the author poses on duty in Alaska.

THERE WEREN'T MANY TRAINS
IN ALASKA, BUT | MANAGED TO
FIND AT LEAST A FEW WHEN |
WAS IN THE AIR FORCE

BY DAVID LUSTIG // PHOTOS BY THE AUTHOR

emories are funny things. It’s almost al-

ways easier to remember the good

times rather than the bad. ’'m remind-

ed of that 50-plus years after a hitch in

the United States Air Force in the mid-

1960s sent me all over the world —
even to a remote mountaintop in Alaska.

The Air Force, in all its wisdom, trained me to be
a radar operator, or more precisely an Aircraft Con-
trol & Warning Specialist. It told me it would be a
skill I could take back to civilian life. Yup. If a Delta
Air Lines pilot wanted to intercept a United Airlines
jet, I could make it happen.

In 1969, I was stationed near Corvallis, Ore., con-
sidered one of the best duty assignments on the West
Coast. A comfy place like that usually meant that
next up would be someplace a little less appealing.

Watching others receiving orders for assignments
in Southeast Asia, I waited impatiently for mine. So,
nobody was more surprised than me when a single
request came in for a radar operator at Murphy
Dome Air Force Station in Alaska.

It had my name on it.

A surprisingly short time later, after cold-weather
briefings and signing out arctic gear at Elmendorf
Air Force Base in Anchorage, I was given a day off
before heading to my permanent duty station.

ANCHORAGE

While most people about to spend their last days
in a major city like Anchorage would have hit the
night life, I set my sights on the Alaska Railroad’s
nearby major shop complex.
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The carcass of an RFIB. The Alco RSD1 road switchers were rebuilt
as A and cabless B units for a more streamlined look when coupled
together. The shrouding protected the operating crews.

Finding locomotive numbered 1027 at Anchorage in June 1970
meant an instant dispatch to Trains at 1027 N. 7th St. in Milwaukee.
This was an RSD1 before having AAR road trucks slid under it.

Armed with a 35mm camera, I hoofed over to the adjacent
yard. My shiny shoes and close-cropped hair let everyone
know I was in the military. A quick conversation with a fore-
man brought a world of equipment I had never seen before. It
was almost worth being sent to Alaska.

The last of the railroad’s RF1As and cabless RF1Bs, 1,000 hp
Alco road-switchers rebuilt with full-body cowling to protect
crews from the elements, were still active. Unique to Alaska,
they served a variety of assignments over the years, particular-
ly on the passenger runs between Anchorage and Fairbanks.

Low-nosed EMD GP7s on AAR switcher trucks were near-
by, as was a small cadre of slant-cab Alco RSD1s, along with
lots of EMD F7s. In the back of the shops, was the last of the
railroad’s EMD SW s, rotting with other discarded equipment.

Returning to the Temporary Duty Barracks that night with
a couple of rolls of exposed film, I thought this part of my mil-
itary life was starting off on the right foot.

MURPHY DOME
The next day I flew to Fairbanks where I was met by a cou-
ple of guys in fatigues who had been sent down the mountain
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A few RFis lasted into the early 1970s. Being worked on in the Alas-
ka Railroad shops in Anchorage, 1076 was part of an ABBA set.
These were unique to Alaska.

Approaching Healy where a branch line served a coal mine. What |
saw there was a four-unit set of EMD F7s waiting to head up the
line with No. 1500 in the lead.

to get me. Little more than one dusty, bumpy hour later I re-
ported in to the 744th Aircraft, Control & Warning Squadron
and was assigned a bed in a two-man room. I sat down and
said to myself, “Three hundred and sixty-four days to go”

Trying not to feel too sorry for myself, I remembered what
my friend Brian once said. “Always try and look on the bright
side of life, Dave” OK, then, I would get to see the Alaska Rail-
road first-hand.

SURVIVING REMOTE DUTY

If T had to be sent to Alaska, I soon learned I was lucky
enough to get Murphy Dome, some 30 miles of winding road
west of Fairbanks. Of the 17 remote radar sites active in the
state at the time, this one was unique. Typically, all structures
were connected by enclosed corridors to protect us from the
weather, which could get down to the -40s Fahrenheit.

Murphy was the only one with heated corridors, something
you appreciate in December when going to the latrine would
otherwise require donning your parka.

Second was it was the only site — severe weather aside —
that had access to a major city pretty much all year. That meant

*?
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Probably photographed in the 1950s, 1074
backs toward the barn in Anchorage. These units were the
primary mainline motive power for the railroad. ciassic Trains collection
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Alaska picked up a batch of U.S. Army EMD GP7s to supplement the
RFis in road service. They came with a homemade chop nose and
AAR trucks. This one is at Fairbanks in July 1966. cari p. Munck

we got mail every day and fresh food whenever we needed.
Most other sites had to rely on Lockheed C-130 Hercules air-
craft to bring in supplies once a month. Some of the super re-
mote sites, such as Point Lay or Cape Romanzov on the Bering
Sea, relied on a barge every few months.

LEARNING THE ROPES

After acclimating myself to life in Alaska — somewhere
there is a photo of me snapped at midnight with the sun in the
background — getting a seat in pick-up that made the daily
mail run was a must.

Whenever I wasn't working, I was on the mail truck. First
stop, the post office in Fairbanks. The second stop was finding
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When the site’s mail pickup wasn't available, its Dodge Power
Wagon ambulance was the vehicle of choice to get into Fairbanks
and to the station, here in January 1970. It had a great heater.

an excuse to go J. C. Penney department store to socialize with
the women; and third, the Alaska Railroad passenger station
where, when luck was on my side, I could check out the EMD
F7s waiting to depart on the daily passenger train.

Catching trains was hit or miss, as I couldn't exactly duck
out of my duties whenever I thought one might be near. When
I did find a freight it was usually a string of SeaLand containers
on flatcars with an occasional boxcar thrown in.

Still, watching a train literally swoosh through a layer of
fresh snow on a bright sunny day was exhilarating, even if my
camera froze up half the time. Before returning indoors, I
would stuff it in a plastic bag to let the condensation form on
it, rather than the camera.

Trains.com 39



35mm and 120 roll-film cameras, I borrowed one of the ambu-
lances and headed to Eielson. Along for the ride was one of my
crewmates, Joe Figueredo, who brought his own camera.

I should have asked to see it beforehand. When clearing
the gear through base security, Joe pulls out a Kodak Insta-
matic. For a second I thought our goose was cooked, but no-
body said a word and we were issued flightline clearance with
a slight detour to the Baldwins.

Of the two, I found the 1842 basking in the winter sun be-
tween moving cuts of cars. It looked like it just rolled out of
the erection bay at Eddystone. I never did locate the other
one. I also found a homemade snowplow and some other
maintenance-of-way equipment.

*?

ROAD TRIP

People get bored quickly at a remote site and you figure
out things to do on your off time besides watching television,
In winter the sun is only up for a short time in Fairbanks. Nose-cou-  going to the Non-Commissioned Officer’s Club, another
pled or not, if a unit could be photographed, | took advantage ofit. ~ word for a bar with pool tables — and watching the Aurora
This passenger train had just arrived at the station. Borealis do its magic in the night sky.

So, in the warm 24-hour sun of summer, the crew I was on
decided to take a train trip from Fairbanks to Mount McKinley

EIELSON AIR FORCE BASE National Park (today known as Denali National Park).
As T accustomed myself to my environs, I applied for and Behind a pair of yellow-and-black EMD F7s was a motley
got an off-duty job maintaining the on-site photography lab,  collection of second-hand streamlined passenger cars origi-

one of the many recreational activities available provided by =~ nally from the Lower 48. We congregated in the dining car, in
the military for bored airmen. I was now in charge of 4x5 en-  reality just a bunch of unbolted tables and chairs.

largers, giant drum dryers, all the chemicals, paper, and film I I opted for an open Dutch door and watched the scenery

could order, including Kodak Ektachrome E-3 development  punctuated by an occasional freight train. We passed Healy,

kits for slides. at the base of a branch line and found more F7s. They were in
Now I could have my hobby, not worry about the price of  coal service, waiting for their train.

materials, and get paid an additional $75 a month to do so. Arriving at Mount McKinley station — about halfway be-

At the time, that amount of money went a long way. tween Anchorage and Fairbanks — we managed to explore
Anyone with a camera could use the lab, which was well only a fraction of the park before it was time to take the re-

and good, but I had to keep it inspection-ready at all times. turn train. On the trail back to the railroad I turned a corner

Since it only had to be open 15 hours per week, I usually and came head-to-head with a grazing moose.

timed it around my rotating work schedule, which sometimes He, or she, saw me, and I saw him or her at the same time.

meant it was only available in the wee hours of the morning. =~ We were both startled. My only photo of the encounter was

In Alaska, you adjust to little things like
that.

I learned that Eielson Air Force Base,
50 miles on the other side of Fairbanks,
was served by the railroad with solid
trains of hoppers bringing in coal to feed
the massive on-base steam generation
plant. Doing the daily switching was a
pair of pristine 1,200 hp Baldwin S12
switchers decked out in Air Force blue. I
wanted to see and photograph them, but
Eielson was a large, super secure facility.
Walking around with a camera was not
considered a good idea.

I learned a couple of Air National
Guard fighter squadrons from the Lower
48 were conducting their two-week annu-
al training drills at Eielson, and we were
their radar control. I called base ops and
told them I was the official photographer
for Murphy — well, I was — and we
would like to come down and photograph
the F84F Thunderstreaks and RF84 Thun- A typical 1960's freight train at Turnagain Arm between Seward and Anchorage. Four
derflashes for our files. A-B-B-A units would be a typical example of head-end power. Usually there were a lot of

Permission was granted, and toting Sealand containers on flatcars in the consist. mac's Foto
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the moose’s rear end making a hasty retreat. At the same
time, I being the great adventurer, beat a quick path in the
other direction.

The sun was still high in the sky, but it was late. I longed
to get back to the train.

HIT OR MISS

I did as much train chasing as I could but still missed out
on a lot. I wanted to return to Alaska as a civilian some day
so I could track down more of the railroad.

The chance came unexpectedly 25 years later when I con-
tacted Princess Cruises about Alaska rail and bus tours.
Tacked on to the rear of the daily passenger train was a pair
of streamlined blue-and-white bi-levels fully decked out with
first-class accommodations for tourists to see the state. When
I broached the idea to my then-new wife, Diane, she thought
it would be a great adventure. I even told her if I had the op-
portunity, I'd show her where the now shut-down Murphy
Dome site once was.

U.S. Air Force Baldwin
S12 No. 1842 was one of
two assigned to Eiel-
son Air Force Base to
feed the massive coal-
fired steam generator.
November 1969.

On the same trip, |
caught Eilson’s X-175
snowplow. | would
guess it's a homemade
creation from an ARR
gondola. It was nick-
named “The Green
Monster.’

nWmﬂﬁmﬂﬂm

A MORE CIVILIZED TRIP

Compared with the original adventure a quarter-century
before, we were truly in the lap of luxury with air-condi-
tioned cars, superb food, and an incredible outdoor viewing
deck on the last car. I even got some time in an open Dutch
door again.

Unlike my first visit to Anchorage, this time the modern
passenger station and the makeup of the train matched each
other perfectly; the hodge-podge of second-hand equipment
had been replaced by state-of-the-art rolling stock.

After we boarded, I wandered up front. Instead of the F7s
from a couple of decades previous there was a set of clean
EMD GP40-2s. As I was about to take a photo, the engineer
approached and helped his four-legged friend onboard. It
must have been “take your dog to work day”

Clearing the yard, we quickly left civilization behind and
the beauty of the largest state in the union unfolded before
us. That part had not changed. The food, however, was a sub-
stantial upgrade from the cellophane-wrapped sandwiches in
the 1960s. Fresh fruit and salads were a prelude to a main

L
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The Alaska Railroad
daily passenger
train No. 5 from
Fairbanks at Mt.
McKinley station at
the entrance to the
national park on
Sept. 8, 1975. A pair
of EMD F7's was
standard power on
this date. kenc.

Brovald

course that could easily be compared to the great dining car TH E AL ASK A RR

fare of passenger travel past.

A STRANGE REQUEST

Wandering through the cars, I soon found the conductor, Murphy Dome o
and before I could ask him a question, he saw the camera
around my neck and said, “No, you cannot ride in the locomo-
tive” I figured he would say that so I said, no, I didn’t want
that, but could I ride in the baggage car? He was dumbfound-
ed. No one ever asked to ride there. He checked with the crew
and soon I had a great view of the railroad from an open slid-
ing door along with baggage, weapons, a couple of off-road ve-
hicles, and crates of live chickens.

We disembarked at Mount McKinley station and over-

nighted in a modern hotel that certainly did not exist during
my first visit. The next day we made our way to Fairbanks and

Fairbanks

Potter

Moose Pass bt
If you ever wondered who was manning the barricades in 1969, it would be me 4 seward
and my mates on Murphy Dome's “A Crew.’ We were deep inside the Mount P oA i AR
McKinley National Park when | took this photo. From left, Sgts. Wyatt, Caralin, 1 i g0

Mazur, Badman, Ferrel, and Phelps. The gentleman in plaid on the far right was L ' ?Ligzs?&%mmcgmﬁi?} Co. f
our guide for the day. Dig those high-water pants! {1 Far
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The head end of my 1990s train at Anchorage, with EMD GP40-2
3013 on the point. The engineer was partaking in “Take your dog to
work day.’ You see just about everything in Alaska.

Definitely a more streamlined look compared to my first trip in
1969, there were a combination of private tour cars and regular
Alaska Railroad cars on our train, here heading toward Fairbanks.

The stop at Mount McKinley. The passenger platform is now asphalt
instead of wood and the building has had a complete facelift. The
Princess Cruises cars were our chariots on this day in 1992.

the end of the ride. Maneuvering into the Fairbanks yard, I
asked one of the train attendants if residents could still hear
gunfire on Saturday nights when the pipeline crews were in
from the North Slope. “Oh yes,” she said. “Nothing’s changed”

One other thing that did not change was the mosquitoes.
Big ones. Some of them were so large they could carry away a
small animal. That, and tiny weeny ones that tended to gather
every time there was still air. Long sleeves and bug repellent
were a must.

The rest of the adventure was by tour bus from Fairbanks
north, paralleling the pipeline to Prudhoe Bay on the North
Slope of the state. We flew back to Anchorage the next day and
then on to Los Angeles.

REFLECTIONS

Landmarks I remember from my service days came and
went, as desolate as they were in the 1960s. The radar stations
that dotted the landscape back then were eventually replaced
by minimally manned sites.

Now, instead of one hundred souls at each station, only a
handful of technicians were left to keep the electronically

Convinced | wanted to ride in the locomotive cab, my intrepid con-
ductor for the 1990s trip was surprised when | asked to ride in the
baggage car. It was a grand view.

linked chain of surveillance stations functioning. The barracks,
dining halls, command centers, and everything else were all
bulldozed. Grass was seeded throughout the area.

I know that because when we had a free day in Fairbanks, I
rented a car and drove to what was Murphy Dome, deter-
mined to show Diane how I had suffered. To my surprise, most
of the road was now paved and there were even nice homes
that had been built along the way.

Arriving at the now-denuded hilltop, I didn't recognize the
place. There was nothing standing but a pair of radomes. I
spotted someone exiting one of towers and explained to them
why I was there.

“You're not the first guy that ever came back to see this
place,” he said with the same nonchalance as a traffic cop in
New York giving directions to Times Square. I thanked him
for his time. I wouldn’t be coming back again.

On the way back to Fairbanks I heard an air horn in the
distance. I looked at Diane and she smiled. Or maybe she
rolled her eyes. Either way, I headed to the train station to see
what might be there.

I had no need to wander around the J.C. Penney this time.
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A college kid

. CIES—

UNIROYAL
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CHICAGO & NORTH WESTERN

Hﬂh AROUND EAU CLAIRE, WIS,,
OFFERED PLENTY OF DISTRACTIONS

BY ANDREW S. NELSON // Photos by the author

s DWBRA's engineer 44 A

message hooped'up by the -
. Eau Claire Tower operator on
» Apr|I 30, 1986.




On May 17,1984, a chop-nosed GP7 leads two
cars and caboose across the Shawtown
Bridge. This was the original Omaha Road
main line over the Chippewa River.

i

-

By

bought my first decent 35mm
camera in February 1984, a Mi-
nolta X-700 that I kept perpetual-
ly loaded with Kodachrome 64
film. I was a sophomore at the
University of Wisconsin-Eau
Claire at the time. The town and nearby
Altoona were situated squarely along the
Chicago & North Western's main line be-
tween Chicago and the Twin Cities, for-
mer subsidiary Chicago, Minneapolis, St.
Paul & Omaha territory.

That X-700 would come to capture a
lot of C&NW action (and some Soo Line
as well) in the area from 1984 through my
college graduation in May 1986.

In 1984 I had no scanner and no car

I couldn't figure out why I was hear-
ing more units. I then saw the profile
of two helpers pop around the corner.

to monitor or chase trains. However, I
did have a good set of legs — I lived near
the university on the near south side of
town, and the C&NW was on the near
north side. I also knew a friendly opera-
tor at Eau Claire Tower, which controlled
the C&NW from Eau Claire Junction on
the far west side of town to Altoona Junc-
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tion, about six miles. The tower also con-
trolled the C&NW diamond with Soo
Lin€’s Chippewa Falls-Eau Claire branch.

The normal pattern was to walk to the
tower after my classes were done (or
once the Wisconsin weather allowed, I
rode a bike), and asking the operator if
anything was close.

I soon figured out C&NW’s train EM-
PRA (East Minneapolis-Proviso, Ill.
manifest) was a regular late-afternoon
eastbound through Eau Claire. There
was also a pair of Duluth/Superior-Chi-
cago trains: DWBRA (Duluth, Winnipeg
& Pacific-Belt Railway manifest) and
counterpart BRDWA. The unfortunate
thing is their running times tended to be

unpredictable.

| The C&NW’s other reg-

ular trains were PREMT
(Proviso-East Minneapolis
trailers) and its mate EM-
PRT. Both ran at night.
EMPRA’s opposite number
PREMA was also a noctur-
nal beast, but if it fell down
coming west out of Proviso, it could hit
Eau Claire after dawn. There were also
various grain, potash, and taconite extras
thrown into the mix.

The C&NW main through the Eau
Claire-Altoona area was still two-track
territory, though trains ran right-main
instead of left as this was old “Omaha”
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territory, in contrast with most North
Western lines.

All through trains stopped at Altoona
for a crew change and made any pick-
ups or set-outs. Altoona yard was also
the base for locals that worked various
industries in the area, including the
Uniroyal tire plant and Pope & Talbot
paper mill.

In addition to Eau Claire Tower, there
were plenty of other highlights in the vi-
cinity. The eastbound grade into Altoona
was steep enough that the west end yard
lead was on a fill above the twin mains.
The primary tracks crossed the Eau
Claire River on what initially appeared to
be a single-track bridge - I'll explain
more about that later.

West of the tower, the main entered
S-curves between the Uniroyal plant to
the still-standing passenger station (the
last 400 called on July 27, 1963). West of
the depot was another sweeping curve
leading to the wye at Yukon Junction,
where the line to Duluth/Superior split.

The C&NW had two Chippewa River
crossings: the Shawtown Bridge, and the
big double-track span built in a 1909 line
relocation. There were also plenty of
semaphores in the area.

The Soo Line served Eau Claire cus-
tomers via a branch from Chippewa
Falls. It crossed the C&NW main at Eau
Claire Tower, then ran along the south



side of Uniroyal parallel to both Gallo-
way Street and the Eau Claire River, then
crossed the latter to reach its freight
house on South Dewey Street.

THE HELPERS

My first outing, on foot, to Eau Claire
Tower on a warm March 1984 afternoon
still ranks as one the more surprising
moments I've witnessed in over 50 years
being trackside.

I had just gotten to the tower when I
heard howling turbocharged EMDs west
of the tower. A few minutes later two
SD40-2s popped out of the reverse
curves crawling at about 10-15 mph. As
they got closer, I figured out why there
were working so hard: the train was an
“all-rail” taconite extra off the Duluth,
Missabe & Iron Range. Between the
9,000-ton weight, the curves, and all
those friction-bearing trucks on the
Missabe ore jennies, the power was
struggling to keep the train moving.

After the howl of those units subsided
as the train clumped across the C&NW-
Soo diamond, I net heard the roar of
non-turbocharged EMDs to the west.
For a few minutes I couldn’t figure out
why I was hearing more units. I then saw
the profile of two helpers pop around the
corner. It was two SD18Rs shoving hard
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as the train was begin-
ning its slow run for the
hill into Altoona.

Those units had tied
on at East Minneapolis
to help the train navigate
the hogbacks to Altoona,
where they were cut off.

As I later discovered,
C&NW would also occa-
sionally use helpers on extra
heavy DWBRAs and loaded pot-
ash trains out of Duluth/Superior.

Eau Claire
O

THE BRIDGES

I was quickly enamored of the previ-
ously mentioned four bridges in the Eau
Claire area, the three on the C&NW and
the one on the Soo Line.

Back to C&NW’s bridge over the Eau
Claire River - it looked like a single-track
deck bridge, with its easiest view from a
parking lot on the east side of what was
then U.S. 53. It wasn't until I hiked to its
west approach in April 1984 that I real-
ized it was a gantlet bridge, with the track
at both ends protected by a semaphore.
The Eau Claire Country Club’s golf course
butted up to the bridge’s south side, and as
such, I managed to sneak in once or twice
during the off-season to capture east-
bounds from the river bank.

WISCONSIN

The second bridge across the
Eau Claire River belonged to
the Soo Line. From the side,
it looked like a normal
straight deck-truss bridge.
That view was deceiving, as
the span was laid out as an
S-curve to accommodate the
acute angle the tracks had to
assume on the north bank
parallel to the Uniroyal plant
along Galloway Street.

I was determined to catch a train on
that bridge, and chanced a phone call to
the Soo’s yard office in Chippewa Falls to
get information on running times of the
Chippewa Falls-Eau Claire local. My
“bravery” paid off and I was able to catch
the Soo local a few times.

The Shawtown Bridge was the
C&NW’s original Chippewa River cross-
ing until 1909, when it was replaced by a
bigger bridge about a mile upstream. This
span was a picturesque single-track deck-
truss high above the water.

A C&NW local crossed the bridge a
few times a week to serve the remaining
customers in Eau Claire’s Shawtown area.
After several tries in spring 1984, I finally
caught the train creeping across not long
before I headed back to my hometown of
Wausau for the summer.

x

Two SD18R (de-turbocharged SD24) helpers
ahead of the caboose were assigned to keep
the ore train moving on grades between the
Twin Cities and Altoona.
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SD45 959 leads train EMPRA along U.S. Route 12 near Fall Creek on Aug. 10, 1985. The ever-frugal North Western opted for SD45s without
dynamic brakes, giving the units a distinctive appearance. stephen Nelson, Andrew Nelson collection

The North Western’s mainline bridge
across the Chippewa was a beefy dou-
ble-track deck truss erected as part of the
Omaha’s 1909 double-tracking project
through Eau Claire. It was an excellent
spot to catch train EMPRA broadside
from the river’s west bank.

The challenge after getting that photo
was seeing if I could get through Eau
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Train EMPRA crosses the Eau Claire River

¢ bridge (as viewed from ground level on the
west bank) on April 23, 1986. The UP unit
foreshadows the North Western's fate.
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Claire fast enough to catch it again on
the Eau Claire River bridge on the east
side of town. I almost always failed in
that endeavor, usually thwarted by ill-
timed stoplights.

A TRAIN CALLED EMPRA
“Em-Pra,” as the C&NW employees re-
ferred to the train, was a regular fixture in
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my railfanning life in the mid-1980s. Some
of the best photos in my C&NW collec-
tion are of it.

The hard part of shooting it, though,
was it was an afternoon eastbound on a
line that ran mostly east-west. Once I got
more mobile with a car in early 1986, I
started heading west of Eau Claire on nice
afternoons, listening to the hand-me-
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A heads -up from feIIow railfan Rlck Knutson saw the two of us capture the executlve F units on C&NW preS|dent James Wolfe's train at Eau
Claire Tower on April 29, 1986. We almost got skunked by an eastbound grain extra, right, that was blocking our view of the westbound main.

down scanner my brother had given me
and keeping a close eye on the semaphores
that protected the railroad with ABS. I
usually ran into the train somewhere near
Knapp Hill west of Menomonie. I was of-
ten rewarded with a mix of SD40s,
SD40-2s, SD45s, GP40s, and GP7Rs.

One of my best EMPRA encounters
happened on Aug. 10, 1985. My Dad and

5
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I were photographing the Eau Claire 400
excursion behind North Western’s execu-
tive F units between the Twin Cities and
Eau Claire. On the westbound trip, the
excursion met EMPRA led by SD45 No.
959. The C&NW’s SD45s delivered in
early 1969 were unique in that they were
the only ones built without dynamic
brakes, giving them a clean-lined long
hood. The Eau Claire 400 met EMPRA at
Menomonie. We took a few photos of
EMPRA oft the Wisconsin
Highway 25 overpass, and
then let it go as we contin-
ued to follow the excursion
west to Knapp Hill.

Once we broke off the
chase at Knapp Hill we head-
ed east back to the Eau
Claire-Altoona area where
we caught back up with EMPRA. As it
turned out, EMPRAS outbound crew had
been ready at Altoona, and without much
work was ready to head east with clouds
breaking and strong western sun lighting
up the countryside.

We followed it along U.S. 12 between
Altoona and Fall Creek where the tracks
take a more north-south axis. I decided to
crawl into the back seat of my Dad’s Ford
Tempo as he drove and started taking pac-
ing shots at 1/60th of second with both of
our cameras as the sun hit the flanks of the
959. The big unit rolled along on jointed
rail, clacking its way toward Proviso on a
pleasant late summer evening.

‘SORRY I'M LATE, MISS ROUNDS'’

I met fellow railfan and all-around
good guy Rick Knutson at UW-Eau
Claire in 1985. Had it not been for him, I
wouldn’t have gotten some of the prized
photographs in my collection. He was
also “responsible” for making me late to
class once and once to work.

One of the best and luckiest catches
with Rick happened in April 1986. He
called to tell me he had learned via his

I crawled into the back seat of my
Dad'’s Ford as he drove and started
taking pacing shots at 1/60th second.

home scanner than C&NW President
Jim Wolfe’s train was westbound and
close to Altoona. He picked me up in his
Ford Pinto station wagon and we beat it
quickly to the tower, hoping to catch the
executive Fs.

As luck would have it, an eastbound
grain extra popped around the corner
west of the tower and was blocking our
view of the westbound main. Disaster!

But just as the eastbound train’s ca-
boose cleared the Soo diamond the F’s
and train popped around corner, allow-
ing us to capture the rear-end crew wav-
ing at the head-end crew. We tried to
chase the train west, but it was miles
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A late PREMA crosses Madison Street:not =
) long afte i i124,1986. Another
i - ick Knutson.enabled the au-

not

thor to capture this move. Note the second

ahead of us before we could get going in
the Pinto and out of town.

Then on May 3, 1986, Rick called me
in the morning and said, “Hey, PREMA’s
late and he’s got a Milwaukee SD40-2
second unit out” He picked me up in his
trusty steed and we headed to Eau Claire
tower, then drove the mile west to catch
it broadside crossing Madison Street. I
ended up being late for class that morn-

I said, “Sorry I'm late, Miss Rounds.”
Ididn't think she'd understand I was
out photographing a steam engine.

ing, but I didn’t care. A late PREMA with
a Milwaukee Road SD40-2 could not go
unphotographed.

Then there was the rainy, foggy
morning of May 14, 1986. I don't re-
member the circumstances, but

Mid-Continent Railway Museum’s ex-
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unit, a Milwaukee Road SD40-2. __/"'

C&NW R-1 4-6-0 No. 1385 was headed
west for the Twin Cities. Rick called me
and asked if I wanted to chase it with
him. Of course, I said yes, even though I
had to be at UW-Eau Claire’s McIntyre
Library by late morning for a short shift.

We caught up with Ten-wheeler and
short train at the Chippewa River bridge
and started following it west. Not sur-
prisingly, we overestimated how far west
we could go and still get
me back to Eau Clare and
to work on time.

I ended up being 15-20
minutes late. Evelyn
Rounds, my nice but quite
prim and proper supervi-
sor at the library, was a lit-
tle put out when I finally
got to the main desk. I said, “Sorry 'm
late, Miss Rounds.” I just told her I lost
track of time and that’s why I was late. I
didn’t think shed understand that the
real excuse was I was out chasing and
photographing a steam engine, so I
didn’t bother trying.

T —s m




After a short chase from Eau Claire, we see No. 1385 at the bottom of Knapp Hill on May 14,

1986. The author was late for work at the university library on account of this adventure.

Soo Line GP38-2 No. 4450 has just crossed the S-curve of the Eau Claire River bridge on a
dreary March afternoon in 1984. The Uniroyal complex is in the background.
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What's in a Photograph?

Colorado & Southern observation
Cheyenne/Denver at Cheyenne, Wyo.,
in 1937, otto Perry, Denver Public Library collection

Photo collecti

R

In the Spring 2023 issue of Classic
Trains, the subject for “What’s in a Photo-
graph?” was “Burlington Football Specials Con-
verge on Lincoln, Nebraska, Oct. 31,1964." Read-
er Michael Bartels emailed us that he was there
on that day, and provided enough useful points
for this follow-up. A main feature of the Spring
2023 article was the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad business car The Roundup. An
interesting chapter in that car’s exceptional his-
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on of Brian M. Schmidt

ALt i i

tory was its transfer in 1936 from parent Burl-
ington to subsidiary Colorado & Southern, and
its reconfiguration to add parlor seats to its
original solarium-lounge layout for use on C&S
trains 31 and 32, the Zephyr Connection, be-
tween Denver and Cheyenne, carrying passen-
gers to and from the Denver Zephyr.

1 C&S train 31 backing into Cheyenne
The depot was along a spur connecting end to

C&S 4-6-2 at Cheyenne, Wyo., in 1937.

Otto Perry, Denver Public Library collection

end with the CB&Q branch from Sterling, Colo. It
was directly adjacent to the Union Pacific sta-
tion across 15th Street. The photo was made
Jan. 24,1937. The Denver Zephyr arrived Denver
from Chicago at 8:30 a.m. and 31 departed there
at 8:40, arriving Cheyenne at 12:10 p.m. and de-
parting almost immediately as train 32 at 12:25,
reaching Denver at 3:50, just in time for the 4
p.m. eastbound departure of the Denver Zephyr.

2 C&S 4-6-2 350 same train and day

C&S Nos. 350 and 354 (Baldwin, 1911), C&S's first
4-6-2s, were copies of the CB&Q S-2 class; 350
was the only oil-burner of the class, converted
in 1918; 350-354 were heavily rebuilt in 1922-25
including new cylinders, and in 1929-30 re-
ceived feedwater heaters. Otto Perry photo-
graphed the engine at the station during the 10
minutes in which train 31 became train 32.

3 Conductor protecting backing move

On most cars this would require a tail hose, but
in this case, there was probably a permanently
mounted air valve inside. The street crossings
along the way would have either watchmen or
automatic signals. Note the radio antenna ex-
tending along the top of the car on pylons; this
would be for the tunable radio in the lounge,
which occupied the rear third of the car, with
the parlor car seats ahead.



4 Car name Cheyenne

The car was unique in that it had two names.
with Denver on the opposite side. The car was
C&S No. 340 but it doesn't appear that was ap-
plied to the car.

5 Major track changes in Lincoln

Since 1964, downtown Lincoln has been trans-
formed by the West Haymarket development.
This resulted in the trackage shown in red be-
ing removed. The towers shown here have been
replaced by CTC.

6 old passenger station on isolated track
Seen in the photo below the map, looking south
from the intersection of Q Street and new Cano-
py Street, named for the two old parallel plat-
form shelters running where other depot tracks
once stood. O Street viaduct, now widened as
the Harris Overpass, can be seen in the back-
ground. BNSF still has offices in the upper floors
of the former depot, now called Lincoln Station. It
has a Great Hall used for events, two restaurant/
bars, retail, and offices. On the isolated track,
Burlington 4-6-0 No. 710, built in Havelock shops
in suburban Lincoln in 1901 and donated to the
city in 1954, is displayed with a waycar, as ca-
booses were called on the Burlington.

7 Amtrak station

Located in 2012 on the freight mains, this is
where newly extended Q Street stub-ends
against new north-south Pinnacle Arena Drive,
running through what had been vacant land
west of the X Yard.

8 Former depot tracks and coach yard

The old depot platform tracks were astride the
former passenger mains with the former coach
yard west of them. The track looping to the west
was a servicing track for passenger trains, pass-
ing over an inspection pit. Reader Scott Kiefer
has the station register for Oct. 31,1964 and it
lists the five football specials that ran that day:

XW 285 w/13 cars

XW 9923A-9920B-9923B w/18 cars

XW 9989B w/18 cars (we know from the photo
this was 9989B/E7A/ETA)

XW 9917A-9919A-9928B w/16 cars

XW 9935B-9932A-9912B w/14 cars

Inthe photo, XW 9989B hadn't yet been turned; it
would depart west because it would run via Pacif-
ic Junction, then south; before the 1977 opening of
BN's Rulo bridge over the Missouri River, 114 miles
southeast of Lincoln, this was the St. Joseph-K.C.
main line maintained for passenger speeds.

9 Former X-yard

This yard was used for industry cars. Correcting
an error in the Spring 2023 issue, mixed trains
didn't originate here; they came out of the main
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Burlington dynamomter car 30 resides in a
museum at Green Bay, Wis. sob Lettenberger

The City of abah at South Ben,
Ind., in 1959, Louis A. Marre

freight yard, Hobson Yard. There were two surviv-
ing mixed trains in 1964, one north to Columbus,
Neb., which stopped for passengers at the old
station, and one south to Nebraska City via the
St. Joseph freight route, which probably backed
into the old station if there happened to be pas-
sengers originating at Lincoln.

11 Wabash observation car City of Wabash
In the Spring 2023 issue of Classic Trains, this
car was shown on the stub tracks south of the
old depot and incorrectly identified as a coach
for mixed train service. In 1964, the City of Wa-
bash was owned by a group of local railfans.
The other cars on that track were for mainte-
nance-of-way use.

10 Former north bypass

Used by passenger trains through Alliance to Bill-
ings, and by freights that bypassed Hobson Yard
using the Cobb junction complex west of Hobson,
it was eliminated with the construction of a yard
on the north side of Hobson used for inspection
of loaded and empty coal trains.

12 Burlington dynamometer car 30

Also in the Spring 2023 issue, this is the red car
on a stub track south of the old depot, not iden-
tified by a number. The car was donated in 1971
to the National Railroad Museum in Green Bay,
Wis., where it is seen in the above photo.
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U.S.-built 2-8-2s saved
the day for postwar
French National Railways

for France

BY VICTOR HAND // Photos by the author, Center for Railroad Photography & Art collection

= toMoulins freight at Saincaize in cen-
tral France on Jan. 10, 1968.
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Allied
armies invaded Normandy in German-
occupied France. Fighting was intense,
but by August, American troops were ad-
vancing through Brittany and the Loire
Valley, and by Aug. 29 Paris was liberat-
ed. A second invasion in the south of
France occurred on Aug. 14, and these
armies linked up with the Allied armies
fighting in the north. The last German
troops on French soil surrendered in
February 1945.

The Sociétié Nationale des Chemins
de Fer Frangais (SNCF), or French Na-
tional Railways, had been formed in 1938
to manage all of the country’s railways,
both private and state-owned. The end of
fighting left the railway system devastat-
ed, with infrastructure and rolling stock
largely destroyed. Thousands of steam lo-
comotives had been damaged or de-
stroyed. Of the 17,000 locomotives on
SNCE before the war, only about 3,000
were operable. The French railway supply
industry also had been gravely damaged,
and was in no position to produce new
locomotives. SNCF needed locomotives,
and it needed them fast.

Even before the end of fighting, rail-
way reconstruction plans were underway.
North America was quickly identified as
the only place with the industrial capacity
to produce the needed locomotives.

A team of French engineers went to
the U.S. to work with designers at Bald-
win Locomotive Works to design the new
engines. They were basically a medi-
um-size American 2-8-2 with some Eu-
ropean features. Specifications were as
follows:

Two cylinder — simple expansion
Cylinders: 23%-inch diameter, 28-inch stroke
Drivers: 65 inches

Weight: 256,000 pounds

Tractive effort: 44,500 pounds

Axle loading: 20 tons

Designated as the 141-R class, these
engines were called the “Liberation” type
by the French. The use of 141 reflects the
French tradition of organizing engines by
counting axles instead of wheels.

A first order was placed in February
1945 with the three major U.S. builders,
Alco, Baldwin, and Lima. The first engine
was turned out by Lima in July 1945, and
all 700 were delivered by May 1946. These
engines were coal-fired, with stokers and
standard American drafting. They had bar
frames, standard spoked drivers, and
Worthington feedwater heaters. A second
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FIRST ORDER

141R 1180 Lima 1945-46 180 Coal American Spoked Bar
141R181-440  Alco 1945-46 260 Coal American Spoked Bar
141R 441700  Baldwin 1945-46 260 Coal American Spoked Bar

SECOND ORDER

141R701-860  Baldwin  1946-47 Kylchap  Boxpox -main only
141R 8611020  Alco 1946-47 160 Oil  Kylchap  Boxpox-mainonly Bar

141R1021-1120  Lima 1946-47 100 Oil  Kylchap  Boxpox-mainonly Bar
141R1121-1139  Alco 1946-47 19 Oil  Kylchap  Boxpox-mainonly Bar
141R 1140-1160  Alco 1946-47 21 0il  Kylchap  Boxpox-mainonly Cast
141R1161-1200  Baldwin  1946-47 40 0il  Kylchap  Boxpox - all Cast
Baldwin-built 141R-797 shows off a Boxpox 141R1201-1219  Montreal 1946-47 19 0il  Kylchap  Boxpox - all Cast
main driver on the service tracks at the 14IR1220-1300 Montreal 1946-47 81* 0il  Kylchap  Boxpox-all Cast
huge Le Mans engine terminal on Aug. 19,
1964. The 141Rs shared freight duties with 141R1301-1340  Canadian 1946-47 40 Oil  Kylchap  Boxpox - all Cast

French-built 141Ps west of Le Mans.
*17 engines, 141R 1220-1235 plus 1241 lost at sea.
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141R-688, a coal-burning Baldwin product,
prepares for a night freight south to Moulins
at Nevers roundhouse on Jan. 10, 1968.

A Nevers to Moulins freight accelerates out
of Saincaize on Jan. 12, 1968, behind 141R-
223, an Alco product of 1945. Saincaize was
a busy junction just to the south of the city
of Nevers. In 1968 it saw heavy freight traffic
pulled by 141R Mikados.
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order was placed in 1946 for another 640
engines, this time with Alco, Baldwin,
Lima, and the two major Canadian loco-
motive manufacturers, Montreal Locomo-
tive Works and Canadian Locomotive Co.
Of these engines, 621 were oil-fired and
19 coal-fired. All had single Kylchap
drafting arrangements, a French design
employing multiple exhaust nozzles.

A total of 460 of the second order of
141-R class had Boxpox main drivers and
were equipped with roller bearings on all
axles. The next 180 had all Boxpox driv-
ers and roller bearings. The last 201 en-
gines had one-piece cast-steel engine
beds, the first of this type to be used in
Europe. The second batch were all deliv-
ered by July of 1947, paid for by the U.S.
government as a part of the Lend-Lease
Act of 1941 which was still in effect be-
fore the Marshall Plan to rebuild Europe
came in 1948.

Seventeen locomotives built by Mon-
treal Locomotive Works were never de-
livered, being lost at sea when the M.S.

: W SR < a e S Belpamela sank in the North Atlantic in
On June 27,1962, the author rode train 59, a Paris-Toulon overnight = | - April 1947 during a New York-to-Cher-
express out of Marseille. A few miles out, the train met 348, a local PRy bourg voyage. Investigations concluded
accommodation from Les Arcs to Marseille. {b ' i ¢ the Norwegian flag freighter foundered

el e -.‘:.\

. R T when its cargo of 2-8-2s shifted during
i F T D B o heavy seas off Newfoundland.

R ' I first encountered the 141-R as a
teenager on a 1956 trip to Europe with
my parents. These 2-8-2s put on quite a
show wheeling the fast passenger trains
along the French Riviera to and from
Vintimille on the Italian border. When I
returned to France in 1962 with a cam-
era, I found these engines all over the
country, working freights, local passenger
trains, and intercity expresses. Most of
the coal- burners were assigned to the
northern and eastern parts of the coun-
try, while the oil burners mostly worked
southern and western areas.

The French built quite a few of their
own locomotives after the war. Famed lo-
comotive engineer André Chapelon de-
signed and oversaw the construction of
some of the most sophisticated and effi-
cient steam locomotives ever built. But it
was a 141-R that closed out the steam era
in France in 1975. They were simple, rug-
ged, and easy to maintain. They served
SNCF well for more than 30 years.

VICTOR HAND is an acclaimed photog-
rapher with countless credits in Classic
Trains and Trains. He would like to thank
Ad Van Sten for his assistance in gathering
data for this article.
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- Passenger Perspectives commentary by Mike Schafer

Just say “Santa Fe" to anyone in the
realm of railroading and they’ll likely
think “Super Chief.” Truly, that first-class-
only Chicago-Los Angeles streamliner
was about as top-notch as they got here
in North America. But here I'm focusing
on the Super’s companion train, the all-
coach EI Capitan — specifically, the 1956
version.

First, a bit of history, zeroing in on
top-of-line Chicago-California passenger
trains. Ultimately, afternoon or early eve-
ning departure times from the end-point
cities — Chicago, Los Angeles, San Fran-
cisco — became quite popular, and there-
fore, those trains got the best equipment.
Think City of Los Angeles, California
Zephyr, Golden State, and of course the
Super Chief.

Ridership on Santa Fe trains remained
super strong into the early 1950s, and by
this time, the railroad had learned not to
ignore the coach-travel market. Even in
the 1930s Santa Fe believed there was a
market for a fast, deluxe, all-coach train
with high-end appointments (e.g.,
lounge-observation cars and full-service
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The eastbound combined E/ Capitan/Super Chief —
note the equipment variety — descends Edelstein
Hill in April 1968. Next stop, at the bottom of the hill,
is Chillicothe, lll., gateway stop for nearby Peoria.

anta Fe El Capitan
Of ].956 The "also ran” train V\./as.farfrom it

diners) with a schedule mirrored that of
the Super Chief.

Thus was born, in 1938, EI Capitan. As
with the Super Chief, the EI Cap operated
on a 39%-hour schedule between Chica-
go and L.A., though initially just twice
weekly. Nonetheless, it was a hit.

Like so many U.S. railroads, Santa Fe
got caught in the post-World War II eu-
phoria that prompted new, streamlined
trains or the re-equipping of earlier trains
with modern, light-

no less — but that’s another story.

In 1954, attention turned to the El
Capitan when two new experimental,
“Hi-Level” coaches built by the Budd
Co. showed up on the train, both with a
“step-down” section at one end, enabling
them to be mixed with conventional
rolling stock.

According to Santa Fe historian and
author Michael W. Flick, the two proto-
type cars were ordered by Santa Fe in
1952. Their produc-

weight equipment.
In 1947, both the
Super Chief and El
Capitan were re-
equipped, and both =

FACT FILE

Nos. 21-22

-
1956 EL CAPITAN

tion was the answer to
the question of wheth-
er a long-distance
chair car could be
built that would com-

put in daily service. = Chicago to Los Angeles via bine the capacity and

By the end of Kansas City and Albuquerque economy of a dou-
1951, both had re- = All-coach service ble-deck commuter
ceived still more ® Features “Hi-Level” equipment | coach with the luxury
new equipment, in- as of June 15, 1956 and public appeal of a
cluding the Super = Significant competitors: Union dome car.

Chief’s Pleasure
Dome lounge cars,
complete with a pri-
vate dining room,

Pacific-Milwaukee Road Chal-
lenger, Rock Island-Southern
Pacific Imperial

Whoa, some of you
might say! Burlington
Route and Chicago &
/' North Western were




EL CAPITAN TIMELINE

® |naugurated Jan. 22, 1938, as
Nos. 21-22 on a twice-weekly
schedule

Operated with two consists pow-
ered by new EMC E1 diesels
Featured exclusive “Adobe"” din-
ing car china from 1941 to 1969
September 1946 operates same
schedule, alternating departure
days with Super Chief; employee
timetables show as Nos. 17-18
Daily operation commenced Feb.
29, 1948, again with Nos. 21-22
Extra fare eliminated Jan. 10,
1954

Assigned full-length domes
March 1, 1954

Converted to Hi-Level cars on
July 8, 1956

Combined with the Super Chief
on Jan. 12,1958, as Nos. 17-18
Additional Hi-Level cars deliv-
ered in 1964 for regular use on
the San Francisco Chief and the
Texas Chief

already operating bi-level commuter
trains in Chicago early in the 1950s. True,
but those were gallery-type trains.

Santa Fe declared that the Hi-Level
concept was a winner. In 1956, EI Cap
became a true double-deck train, though
with emphasis on the upper level. Hence
Santa Fe’s “Hi-Level” marketing strategy
for the new train.

Most, if not all, coach seating was in
the upper level, with restrooms and bag-
gage on the lower along with air-condi-
tioning and related equipment in com-
partments rather than hung under the
car, exposed to weather conditions — a
long-time problem with traditional sin-
gle-level cars. In the Hi-Level diner, seat-

Winding through the throat tracks of Chicago’s Dearborn Statlon (note the clock tower), the
eastbound Santa Fe El Capitan is at the end of its run in April 1971. Two photos, Mike Schafer

ing was upstairs and the kitchen below. EI
Cap’s Hi-Level lounge included a com-
pact magazine stand while downstairs
seating catered to travelers in need of
snacks and other refreshments.

Does this all sound somewhat famil-
iar? Yup, I've just described the format of
most Amtrak long-distance trains that
would follow. Thus, the importance of the
1956 edition of the Santa Fe El Capitan.

The Hi-Level El Cap was a stunning
success for Santa Fe, prompting the carri-
er to explore bi-level sleepers for
re-equipping the Super Chief. Years ago, a
friend who worked for the railroad
showed me its car plans for bi-level sleep-
ers. That was as far as Santa Fe got — de-
signs.

No doubt even the Santa Fe knew that
intercity passenger trains were facing a
bleak future, what with the coming of the
jet airliner and interstate highway system.

In 1958, El Capitan and the Super
Chief were combined except during the
summer or other heavy travel seasons —
a sign of things to come, and an arrange-
ment that lasted into the Amtrak era.

From the get-go, Amtrak knew it had
to address the fact that a wholesale

SANTA FE REMEMBERED
The Santa Fe SANTA FE

Remembered REMEMBERED
special issue e

highlights Ameri- f280%
ca's beloved “Su-
per Railroad.” It
covers freight and
passenger opera- |
tions, remarkable fauz=:
steam locomo- ==
tives, and famous places along the
railroad and is available at
www.KalmbachHobbyStore.com.

re-equipping of its entire fleet was imper-
ative. The young carrier recognized the
huge cost and operational advantages of
Hi-Level design for trains running where
there were no serious height restrictions.
Further, the bi-level EI Cap equipment
would serve as inspiration for the next
generation of long-distance bi-level roll-
ing stock — the Pullman-Standard-built
Amtrak Superliners of |
the late 1970s.
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The Santa Fe produced this multi-panel brochure highlighting the El Capitan’s bi-level
equipment, a remarkable development in intercity passenger rail service. The cars would

serve as the inspiration for Pullman-Standard’s bilevel Superliner equipment for Amtrak in
the 1970s, and Amtrak would run both types of cars interchangeably. mike Schafer collection
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Short Rails

Utility in Chicago

Chicago’s Commonwealth Edison (Com Ed) had a reputation for extensive fore-
thought in the design of its power-generating facilities. Its two southside plants (Fisk
and Quarry) were located along the South Branch of the Chicago River. Construction
on the third plant, the Northwest Generating Plant, along the North Branch of the riv-
er, began in 1912 and included a dedicated electric railway to serve it and connect to
the nearby Chicago & North Western. The railway was double-track and used 500V
D.C. third-rail for power distribution.

The three power stations had a total capacity of about 200,000 kW, and Com Ed
noted that about half that capacity was being consumed by Chicago’s street railways.
Com Ed S-4, at right, was the first articulated-truck GE steeplecab built. The design
meant draft and buffing strains were carried through the trucks, instead of through lo-
comotive center pins. The 4 was sold to the Illinois Electric Railway Museum (now Illi-
nois Railway Museum) in June 1961.

Com Ed S-5’ full 33-foot, 2-inch length along with the rigid connection between
the two trucks is readily visible in this view looking south on California Avenue at bot-
tom right. Under-running third rail, based on the New York Central installation, was
used for this project.

The former North Shore Line No. 450 was added to the Com Ed fleet in 1948 as its
S-6, below. Superseded by heavier locomotives on the North Shore Line, Com Ed sold
the 6 for scrap in March 1959. In the background is the coal storage for the plant.
About 300,000 tons could be stored on-site. — Art Peterson

Photos: right, H. M. Stange; bottom right and below, George Krambles; all: Krambles-Peterson Archive
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The Way It Was Tales from railfans and railroaders

Sunday wakeup call

A quiet afternoon at a Los Angeles-area yard turns red hot

| was barely a teenager when I found
the wonders of Gemco Yard in the 1960s.

Even back then it seemed Southern
Pacific’s Coast Line slowed down a bit
on the weekends. Growing up in Van
Nuys, Sundays would usually find me
pedaling my fat-tired Schwinn down
Hazeltine Avenue to where it stubbed
into Gemco, a small yard built in the late
1940s to serve the General Motors Corp.
assembly plant (hence, GeMCo).

The auto plant predominantly
churned out all models of Chevrolets
with occasional runs of Buicks and Pon-
tiacs. To shuffle the never-ending empty
auto racks in, and loaded ones out, a
quartet of switchers rotated from Taylor
Yard, the major SP facility in the Los

Southbound with the Coast
Mail in the early 1960s was F7
6386, an F7B, and a passenger
GP9 normally assigned to San
Jose-San Francisco commuter
service. The latter was likely
bound for maintenance in Los
An96|es. David Lustig
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Angeles area. At one time or another, al-
most every model Alco, Baldwin, and
EMD end-cab unit put in time here.

At that time, Gemco was also home
of the Chatsworth Hauler, a 15-mile
switch job that served various industries
between Van Nuys and its namesake
town, the power pulled from whatever
was assigned to the yard that day.

On one Sunday, it was the Hauler
crew, SP’s generic term for a local, that
turned a summer’s day into chaos with
the introduction of unrepeatable words
indelibly etched into my vocabulary.

This section of the Coast Line was es-
pecially quiet on Sundays and a lineside
fan would consider himself lucky to see
more than one train in daylight hours.

The Hauler crew, as usual, shuffled its
eight or nine cars in switching order on
the quiet main, putting the caboose
right behind the locomotive to minimize
the number of times they had to uncou-
ple it when they reached an industry.

At about 10:45 a.m. with a rather lazy
blast of the horn, the crew headed off to-
ward Chatsworth. The sole employee on
duty, a guy named Richard, did not even
look up. As I remember it, he was sleep-
ing soundly with his feet up on the table
office.

But I didn’t care. He allowed me to sit
in the office, listening to the company
radio that was eerily silent and read
worn copies of the SP Bulletin, the com-
pany employee magazine.



It was like that for hours until all of
a sudden, the radio came to life with
an angry voice.

“Coast Mail to Gemco,” the words
came spitting out of the speaker, wak-
ing up Richard. “Coast Mail to Gemco,
where the hell are you?”

Grabbing the mic, Rich-
ard answered, still half-
asleep. “This is Gemco.”

“Are you the
guy in charge

“Impossible,” replied Richard.

“We had to go into emergency and
almost hit it. Now get someone out
here and get it out of my way!”

Trying to be helpful, Richard said,
“Ah, can you shove the car onto Schlitz
siding?” He was referring
to a switch a few yards
farther down the main
that led to the brewery

“Are you the guy in today?” Richard tracks.
charge today?” Richard applied in the “Get that damn thing
applied in the affirmative. affirmative out of here now!”

“You’re a moron; you w ) ) . That got Richard’s at-
almost killed us” YouTe a moron; tention.

“Who are you?,” replied YOU almost He quickly tried to call
Richard, now fully awake.  killed us.” the Hauler but there was

“I'm the conductor of
the Coast Mail and you have a boxcar
on the main!”

“Where?”

“Look out the window, idiot.”

Richard looked out across the emp-
ty tracks to see an FP7 a few feet from
a 40-foot boxcar. Somehow, when the
Hauler left, the crew never coupled up
the last car.

When not stopped by an errant
boxcar, SP’s Coast Mail normally flew
through Gemco at track speed.

no answer. He looked at
the clock on the wall and realized they
were out to beans.

“Damn,” he said out loud.

“Hey kid, do you know how to
throw a turnout?”

I stared at him blankly.

“Tust throw the switch. I'm getting
into one of the locomotives.”

Now this was cool. I was a railroad-
er! I ran out to the turnout and with
all my might aligned it so the engine
— for some reason I remember it was

Board here to preserve and share
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The Way It Was

A new EMD SW1200 works at Van Nuys in thé 1960s among empty auto racks for Idading at Gerneral Motors. pavid Lustig

Trains SEE HISTORIC POWER COME ALIVE!

YOUR GUIDE TO ALL-NEW! STEAM
PRESENT DAY [ as

,.‘ lo mmntlues
STEAM OPERATIONS Bl 0
S home run - g
- e -
See historic power come alive in this all-new special issue from
Trains magazine! ol

In this 84-page edition, expert authors and skilled photographers
reveal inside stories and the unique character of restored steam
locomotives. Some highlights include:

« The 113: Last of the anthracite locomotives, by Michael Wilson #f &
« Home run for UP’s Big Boy, by Bob Lettenberger

« Steam to the Grand Canyon, by Carl Swanson

« Guide to steam operations in 2024, by Kevin Gilliam +

Don’t miss this guide to today’s locomotives, listing 171
operating steam engines! Plus, get $1 off and FREE SHIPPING.

Reserve your copy now at

KalmbachHobbyStore.com/TR19

KALMBACH

STORE Offer expires 11/23/2023 at 11:59 p.m. CT. Free standard shipping to U.S. addresses only. Steam Across America will arrive in December 2023.
Sales tax and retail delivery fee where applicable.
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the 1310 — could move.

Richard cranked it up but just as
soon as it started to move, the loco-
motive died.

Just as quick as it started, my ca-
reer as a railroader ended.

We ran back to the office and he
tried to raise the Hauler again. This
time they answered.

“Hi Richard, what’s up?”

“You idiots left a car on the main
and the mail train almost plowed
into it. Get back here now!”

Twenty minutes later the fastest
NW?2 I ever saw was roaring down
the main. A switchman hopped off
the still-moving locomotive and
threw a switch, then began running
to the next switch. He reminded me
of a sprinter in a race.

The switcher crew got to the oth-
er side of the yard, grabbed the car,

= Historic Grapevine, Texas
29“- = grew up around the railroad
“You idiots left a car on the MMy - and embraces its railroading
main and the mail train JEXAS heritage. Traveling to Grapevine
almost plowed into it. Get

back h ” by frain is a breeze. Amtrak
ack here now!

lines connect major cities to Fort Worth, where

threw the turnout to Schlitz siding you can connect to Trinity Metro TEXRail bound for

and pulled the car out of the way. Grapevine. The Grapevine Vintage Railroad (GVRR)
The conductor, all this time glar- : . . .

ing at us from the cab of the FP7, offers round trip eXCLI.II’SIOnS from the H|s’rolr|c ColT‘ron

demanded an answer. Belt Depot and provides passengers a glimpse into
“Err, some kid must have uncou- the past of railroading. We await your arrival!

pled it before we left,” came the
lame reply. “You bet, then tell me
why the brakes are still set? And
who is this kid?” he asked, impa-
tiently glaring at me.

“Oh, he’s a trainee;” said Richard.

“You S.0.B.s stink. You can't
even come up with a good lie;” the
conductor said.

With that, not wanting to wait to
get back on the Harriman coach
that subbed as a caboose at the rear
of the train, he climbed back into
the F unit and yelled at the engineer
to “get the hell out of here” ptens.. _

The Hauler crew headed back to ' S -
Chatsworth to finish its work, and VISIT GRAPEVINETEXASUSA.COM

Richard went back to the yard of- FOR MORE INFORMATION.

fice, put his feet up on the table and
E VINTAGE
*

promptly went back to sleep.

The following Sunday I dutifully
pedaled my Schwinn back to Gem-
co. There was a new guy there, his
feet on the table.

He said Richard was on vaca-
tion. — David Lustig

For railroad details and schedule,
visit GVRR.com
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Big Four speedway

A Buick was no match for a Hudson

The right place at the right time isthe ~ “green, four door, manual transmission”” I New York Central 4-6-4 No. 5381 flies
best way to sum up how disparate ele- think Buick changed the shade of green by the family Buick with the stream-
ments converged to enable this unique several times before the car was finally lined James Whitcomb Riley from
image capture. built and delivered — a 1949 Super (with Cincinnati in tow. phiiip A. weibler

After the end of the war, Dad ordered a  three VentiPort portholes on each fender).
new car from the Buick dealer in Geneva, More than 70 years ago — summer
111, which operated out of a storefront on 1950 — that car was carrying my family
South First Street. The order specified home after a vacation trip to Mammoth

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!
CHICAGO, AMERICA'S RAILROAD CAPITAL [l ICAG

M|
Trains Magazine has brought back the extremely popular Chicago, America’s !
Railroad Capital special issue.

The city of Chicago holds the distinction of being the center of the country’s
railroad industry. Some highlights in this issue include:

e A historical overview of how and why the city became the nation’s rail hub
® The L: A look at the city’s rapid transit system

e A look at seven Chicago train-watching hot spots

e Three full-spread Chicago maps

While much of the popular content remains the same, there are key updates
to several articles, a new look at Metra, and a feature and map not included
in the original publication!

KALMBACH Order your copy how at
KalmbachHobbyStore.com/TR20
STORE Offer expires 2/22/2024 at 11:59 p.m. CT. Free standard shipping to U.S. addresses only. Sales tax and retail delivery fee where applicable.

68 CLASSIC TRAINS FALL 2023



| 2024 Color Calendars

Don’t Miss a
Single
Issue!

ﬂlt-wl
UNICHN PACIFIC ©=

nu—u-.
BMNSF Color Calendar

. . MCMILLAN PUBLICATIONS
$18.95 Single Copy Price 9968 West 70th Place

(Colorado residents add 4-1/2% tax)
Special Offer: order additional calendars Arvada, Colorad oSN

. d save! Buy two or more for $17.05 each | www.mcmillanpublications.com |
, an
Subscribe Today! - Toll Free Sales: (800) 344-1106 (US
U.S.: $7.00; add $2.00 for each additional (up to $20) and Canada)
Canada: $14.00; $3.00 for each additional Information: (303) 456-4564 u
International: $25.00; $5.00 for each additional jmcmillan118 @gmail.com

jnis JUMBO PHOTO GALLERY

GREAT STEAM PASSENGER LOCOMOTIVES .-

RING RAILROAD
HISTORIES

“Phil Hastings was a luminary of railroad
photography at the middle of the
twentieth century, but no extensive study
I of his life and work had been conducted
until this book.”

—Scott Lothes, President and
Executive Director, Center for
Railroad Photography & Art
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“Grant has taken the histories of five short
line railroads in Iowa and placed them in
the larger context of the sunset of railroad

SUNSET

expansion in the United States. In doing so {"] UQTF R 5o
. . he’s produced an interesting and enjoyable L ~
Every issue is book for scholars and the general reader.” k. §
packed with: —Nick Fry, Curator, John W. Barriger II1 @
National Railroad Library at University OSO
¢ Remarkable photos of Missouri-St. Louis =
[ ]
Detalled reporting INDIANA UNIVERSITY PRESS
* Personal recollections lupress.org

e And more!

Trains Enjoy the ride with more info at
I Truins.com

Trains.com/ctr/subscription-plans/
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The New York Central's westbound James Whitcomb Riley
speeds along U.S. 41 in northwest Indiana. phiiip A. weibler

Cave in Kentucky. Our route followed
U.S. Highway 41 north through Indiana,
near the Illinois border. A little south of
Earl Park, Highway 41 turned to the
northwest and, for several miles, ran par-
allel to the New York Central. This route
from Cincinnati through Indianapolis
and Kankakee to Chicago was a main line

of the “Big Four” — the Cleveland,
Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis Railway
— that the New York Central acquired in
1906 and operated as a separate entity
until the 1930s.

On this leg of our trip Mom and my
sisters were in the back seat while I had
the coveted “shotgun” position in the

Experience the All-American Railroad!

2024 Color Calendar
Now Available!
NEREHA members redeive
a calendar plus four
Maingrreeler magazines
each year, Join online at
www.NPRHA.org, or

for details, write.

MNorthern Pacific Structure and Car Models

NP Structures & Cars built to their Standard Plans
avadlable exclusively ar www.NPRHA.org

Morthern Pacific Railway
Historical Association
PO Box 2937, Kirkland, W 28083-2017
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Learn more and join online at prrths.org

The PRET&HS brings together railfans, modelers, and
historians interested in the Pennsylvania Railroad [PRR) fo
prasarve ifs history and record information on its
organization, operations, facilifies, and equipment.

| Society archives are mointained ot our 1849 ex-PRE
stafion in Lewistown, PA,

‘w Membership includes The Keysfone, our B0-plus page
} quarerly illustrated journal, end discounts on books we
= publish. Qur free quarterly online magozine, The
- Keystone Modeler, encourages accurate modeling of the
PRR. We offer local chaplers and an annual meeting.

front. As we drove along right next to
the track, I squirmed around to look out
the back window and spotted smoke. A
train was coming up behind us and
coming fast.

“Come on, Dad, let’s race him,” I
begged.

Back then the speed limit on an open
highway in Indiana was “Reasonable and
Proper” — maybe 55 or 60 mph — but as
the big locomotive drew abreast of us
Dad pushed hard on the gas and for a
brief moment we stayed with him — at
80-plus mph. As we slowed to a proper
speed the locomotive and a beautiful
stainless steel passenger train swept by us.

The year-old Buick with a 249 cubic
inch straight 8 — and two barrel carbure-
tor — was no match for a 1929 Hudson. I
envied the engineer who was in charge of
such a marvelous machine as the 5381.

How did I know it was a Hudson? It
was right there in my well-worn Lionel
catalog! (There was, of course, also an au-
tomobile named Hudson but I didn’t
know much about that.)

The Michigan Central and the Big
Four each got 30 of the J-1d locomotives.
They were renumbered into the NYC ros-
ter in the 1930s, with Big Four No. 6606
becoming NYC 5381.

The train was the James Whitcomb Ri-
ley which had departed Cincinnati at 8:30
a.m. and would arrive at 1 p.m. in Chicago
at the Illinois Central’s lakefront station.

The camera used was a Kodak Baby
Brownie Special purchased at Marshall
Fields in Chicago for $1.98. The size 127
Verichrome film was processed at the
drugstore on State Street in Geneva. —
Philip A. Weibler
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‘Alco Safari’ revisited lllinois Terminal memories
Greg McDonnell looks back on his Mike Schafer takes us on a tour of this
1993-1994 series in Trains magazine and  colorful Prairie State railroad with an
the enduring appeal of the locomotives interurban history that we lost in 1982.

built in Schenectady (and Montreal).
PLUS: Mileposts, True Color,

Steam in New Jersey Passengr Perspective, What’s in a
Enduring memories (and images) of Photograph, Car Stop, Short Rails,

Pennsy steam in its twilight years. and more!

WINTER ISSUE ON SALE NOVEMBER 28, 2023

Explore the newest release in the Fallen Flags special issue series! Classic
Trains is back with New York Central Remembered, 100-pages covering the
history of New York Central, 20th Century Limited passenger trains, Grand
Central Terminal, Water Level Route, and more.

Featuring:

¢ The railroad’s expansive diesel locomotive roster

e Famous streamlined passenger trains dubbed “The Great Steel Fleet”
e 5 aerial photo studies of its major facilities

¢ And more!

Learn about this iconic railroad’s history from the era’s best authors including
Brian Solomon, Philip R. Hastings, William D. Middleton, and Frederick Westlng
t Get your copy today' GO : ;“T r——— 2

—e L AT

SHIPPING!

KALMBACH Pre-order this special issue today at

KalmbachHobbyStore.com/CS16

STORE Offer expires 10/12/23 at 11:59 p.m. CT. Free standard shipping to U.S. addresses only. New York Central Remembered will arrive in October 2023.
Sales tax and retail delivery fee where applicable.

Celebrating the
“golden years of railroading”

Subscribe to Classic Trains today!

Trains.com/CTR
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St. Louis-
Granite City
suburban
service

lllinois Terminal reached suburban Granite City, Ill, on a
7.4-mile line operated from downtown St. Louis. Service started
with the 1910 opening of the McKinley Bridge. Steady progress
was made in improving the trip times and interference from oth-
er traffic on sections of the IT Granite City suburban service.

The Venice “high line” opened on Dec. 10, 1927, starting
from the east end of the McKinley Bridge, and avoided conflicts
with numerous railroads and yards in the area.

i ‘ I m The new terminal in St. Louis opened Jan. 1, 1933. After that
I e year, the trip included sections of subway, private right-of-way,
’j 1 pp‘.‘ '*_ i ’ street running, and elevated operation (bottom left). Here, an
: : F" e 'h“ P ex-Alton, Granite & St. Louis car in the classic IT orange scheme
traverses the short section of private right-of-way leading from
the St. Louis subway terminal to two blocks of street running.

Big-city rapid transit (bottom right): the 453, one of eight
double-end PCC:s delivered in 1949 by St. Louis Car, makes the
outbound station stop on the St. Louis elevated structure. Re-
placing the St. Louis street running, along with the Venice “high
line;” allowed IT to dramatically-reduce running times.

On the same day that I'T’s mainline passenger service ended,
March 3, 1956, a pair of the ex-East St. Louis & Suburban cars
are spotted on the lead track to the Granite City yard-shops
(left), with the Granite City Steel plant forming the backdrop.
Acquisition of IT by 10 “steam roads” was in progress; I'T would
apply to end suburban service (amounting to 134 daily trips) on
Nov. 19, 1956. The end for this service came on June 22, 1958.
— Art Peterson photos: W. C. Janssen, Krambles-Peterson Archive
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First Class
Railroad PINS and PATCHES

www.sundancepins.com

SUNDANCE MARKETING, INC.

32" ANNUAL CHICAGO
Railroadiana & Model Train Show & Sale
Sunday, October 15, 2023  10AM-3PM
Kane County Fairgrounds
525 S Randall Rd, St. Charles, IL
Admission $6.00 w/tax e Tables $65
For info contact: RussFierce@aol.com or 847-358-1185

www.RRShows.com
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DIRECTORY

To advertise in this section, call
Michael Wieloch at 262-798-6625.

COLORADO

LEADVILLE RAILROAD
326 East 7th
Open year around. Check our website for train schedules
and upcoming specials. NEW this year holiday specials for
friends and family. Raft and rail and zip and rail packages.
Check out the website for updates on schedules,

Leadville

WISCONSIN Green Bay

NATIONAL RAILROAD MUSEUM
2285 South Broadway

restrictions, and fun in the Rockies!

" . Explore dozens of historic trains and engaging exhibits
www.leadvillerailroad.com o gagno

at the National Railroad Museum, which is open year-round.
Among our popular attractions are: the General Motors
Aerotrain, Union Pacific “Big Boy” #4017, Pennsylvania
Railroad GG-1 electric locomotive #4890, the Dwight D.

1-866-386-3936
AN EPIC WARTIME TALE

ADVENTURE AND SURVIVAL -l'

INDIANA Connersville Eisenhower A4 locomotive, and the world’s largest collection
ON THE WHITE PASS & YUKON OmOTIve, S larg

RAILROAD DURING WWII WHITEWATER VALLEY RAILROAD et toba S are offered dally May-September

- FREE! s .

N B CT residents must ackd vabes bicd) www.nationalrrmuseum.org 920-437-7623
DRDER BY PHONE  MAIL ORDER

4-067- Ron's Books
91 m‘ PO. Box 714 WISCONSIN Osceola

SELETH Pl e e

Harison NY 10528

OSCEOLA & ST. CROIX VALLEY RAILWAY
114 Depot Road, Osceola, WI 54020
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www.ronsbooks.com

" . 1 53'-'-'.”4
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TM PO Box 183682 Special events Feb through Dec. Vintage diesels: RAI 'j_‘:ff AY
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HISTORICAL Est. 199] 1948 Alco S1, 1942 GE 65 Ton. Gift Shop. ;

765-825-2054 Join us for a scenic and memorable trip through the
St. Croix Valley. Come for the 1920’s-1950’s passenger rail
experience, the awesome scenery, or special events such
as pizza or picnic trains, the popular Pumpkin Express, or
our new Adventure Express with Trollhaugen Adventure
Park. Individual, family and group tickets available. And
visit the Minnesota Transportation Museum in Saint Paul to
experience railroading history.

www.trainride.org

www.whitewatervalleyrr.org
Preserving history of GTW, DT&I, D&TSL, & DT.
Office, archives, and store located in Durand
Union Station, 200 Railroad St., Durand, MI.
24-page quarterly journal: The Semaphore.
Annual calendar with 14 color photos.

http://gtwhs.ribbonrail.com

E-mail: info@gtwhs.org
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Bumping Post

B - e p——

from Brush
Street Station

The last steam

Detroit’s station serving the Grand Trunk Western, the
red brick structure at its namesake and Atwater Street, was per-
haps the Motor City’s most humble. Yet, an historic railroad
moment occurred there. Maybe twice. Sort of. In the David P.
Morgan Library files, these two photos purport to show the last
regular-service steam-hauled passenger trains in the United
States. The larger, dated March 27, 1960, shows the departure of
the first section of GTW train 21 to Chicago behind 4-8-4 No.
6319. The other shows U-3-c classmate 6323 leading 21 on Sep-
tember 20, 1961. The latter was technically a Michigan Railroad
Club excursion. We'll leave it to you to debate the merits of the
claims, but we know the station existed until the early 1970s
when it was razed to make way for the Renaissance Center.

Main photo, George L. Schlaepfer; inset, Herbert C. Wright
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