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T WHILE THE COVER SAYS JANUARY, there’s a good 
chance you’re seeing this issue around Christmas time. In which 
case, happy holidays to you!

As we close out 2022, it’s time to reflect on how busy it’s been.
Recently, I was part of a panel discussion on YouTube hosted 

by TrainWorld. Also on the panel was our sage “Views from the 
Underground” columnist Lou Palumbo.

One of the things we talked about was how there 
used to be a definitive “train season” starting in the 
fall, peaking during the holidays and winter, and 
closing when it got warm in the spring. But like 
so much else in the world, the pattern seems to 
be changing.

“Now, it’s train season all-year round,” Lou 
opined. It was hard to argue against his premise – 
which you should never do with Lou anyhow, 
because he’s usually right. Just ask him. But we’re seeing 
the same thing at Classic Toy Trains, and definitely on 
Trains.com.

There used to be a slow period in the spring and summer, and 
over the past few years, that’s kind of vanished. Our theories as to 
why center on the fact that new trains are arriving all the time. 
Shows are happening all year. Maybe the decline of the pandemic 
has something to do with it, too.

Are you seeing it? Drop us a note and let us know.

Speaking of change
CTT Senior Editor Roger Carp attended the fall Eastern Division 
of the Trains Collectors Association show at York, Pa. He report-
ed being at least steadily busy throughout the event. I imagine 

people were eager to get their hands on our most recent special 
edition, Lionel Trains of the 1940s, which he was instrumental in 
creating. When people say, “He wrote the book on that,” Roger 
frequently has.

Interesting to me was the take on the show from frequent 
Trains.com and CTT writer Chris Montagna: “York may not be 

what it was 20 years ago,” he wrote. “However, the world 
isn’t the same as it was two decades ago, either.”

Chris continued, “I always look back at York 
weekends with positive thoughts and memories. I 
look forward to April and seeing more young 
hobbyists walk the aisles ... and add to their col-
lections while taking the time to catch up with old 
and new friends once again.”

Well said, Chris.

Recognizing another friend
As we roll along with out 35th anniversary celebration, I 

wanted to note the contributions to CTT of Peter H. Riddle. His 
article, “You DO have room for a layout,” is on page 42, and is 
representative of the high-quality how-to content Peter has pro-
duced for much of the magazine’s run.

His pieces are always well written, entertaining, copiously 
illustrated, and easy to follow. I imagine a lot of you have learned 
a thing or two from Peter. I know I have.

Looking to the new year
There are a lot of surprises (really good ones) in store for 2023. 
Some of them involve Trains.com/CTT and others are for the 
magazine. We’re pretty sure you’ll like them!
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Marx Santa Fe diesels 
modeled three typypes

The striking O gauge model of a Santa Fe diesel that Louis Marx & Co. created in 1950 
for its El Capitan set had the traits of not one but three full-size diesels.

More on Cannonball Express
I was asked by Classic Toy Trains reader 
Bob Galganski whether the three-rail 
track packed with the Lionel No. 1615 
Cannonball Express set I wrote about in 
the May/June 2022 issue was modified 
to enable non-AC operation. After all, 
the locomotive was DC-powered. 

The Cannonball Express and other 

DC sets used the standard Lionel O-27 
track that came with AC sets. The insu-
lated middle rail worked as well with 
DC as it did AC. The only functional 
differences between DC and AC sets 
were the lack of a neutral position on 
the DC and the added complexity of 
getting certain accessories to work with 
DC. – Michael Connor, Greensburg, Ind.

T ERIC BEHEIM’S ARTICLE ON THE MARX EL CAPTAIN set in the 
May/June 2022 issue of Classic Toy Trains was quite interesting and confirmed that 
Louis Marx & Co. was indeed the master of high-quality toy lithography.

Yet as I looked at the photo of Marx No. 21, something seemed amiss. But what? 
The Marx Santa Fe cab unit has the body and roof design of an Electro-Motive 

Division F3/F7, the locomotive number of a Santa Fe F3A, and the side panels of an 
FT (as Eric noted in his fine article). Moreover, its undersized truck frames clearly 
represent those equipped with three axles each! 

So the 21 wasn’t really an FT, as noted in the article. Instead, this great-looking 
model was an amalgam of the three Electro-Motive locomotive types that actually 
handled El Capitan from 1938 until the arrival of the FP45s in 1967.

Early E units led El Capitan from its introduction until around 1946, when the 
Santa Fe repainted and regeared 10 FT freight sets to speed conversion of its stream-
liners to diesel power. They handled El Capitan occasionally, if not regularly, over 
the next few years until around 1949. Then the railroad went to the F3/F7 fleet that 
led the streamlined train for the rest of independent operation.

It appears that Marx’s lithographers used the most identifiable components of all 
three locomotive types that pulled El Capitan – and the Super Chief, for that matter 
– and blended them into one unique carbody. – Carl Byron, Groton, Mass.

FROM OUR READERS
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WAREHOUSE CLEANUP SALE!!
OLR901 Statue of Liberty (lighted)............................. 44.95
16718 USMC Missile Launching Car ...................... 40.00
16738 Pepe LePew Animated Boxcar .................... 30.00
16742 Trout Ranch Operating Aquarium Car ......... 35.00
16767 NYC Ice Docks Ice Car ................................ 35.00
16924 Lionel Corp. Flatcar w/Single Trailer ............ 25.00
16933 Lionel Lines Flatcar w/Autos ........................ 25.00
16953 NYC Flatcar w/RedWing Shoe Trailer ......... 25.00
16968 Dep. Flatcar w/Lifefl ight Helicopter .............. 30.00
17522 St ‘O’ Flatcar w/Plymouth Prowler Car ........ 35.00
19283 Erie 6464-style Boxcar................................. 20.00
19423 Circle L Flatcar w/Racing Cars .................... 25.00
19441 Lobster Vat Car ............................................ 30.00
19447 Mama’s Baked Beans Vat Car ..................... 25.00
19671 Model Display Car w/NYC Hudson .............. 39.95
19675 Model Display Car w/N&W J  ...................... 39.95
25931 Andrew Johnson Presidential Boxcar .......... 39.95
26214 USPS Stamps Boxcar.................................. 25.00
29225 HORDE Festival Boxcar .............................. 15.00
29460 Lionel (Archive) Piggyback Flatcar .............. 35.00
29612 Las Vegas Poker Chip Display Car.............. 30.00
29626 CASE Closed Mint Car ................................ 30.00
29793 Wild Things Boxcar ...................................... 29.95
29960 Rock Island RR Art Boxcar .......................... 25.00
29998 National Guard Boxcar ................................ 30.00
36195 Pennsylvania Flatcar w/Helicopter............... 34.95
37816 Rockville Bridge ......................................... 249.95
39395 National Guard Flatcar w/Cov. Load ............ 19.95
39484 Cocoa Marsh Vat Car .................................. 29.95
81206 Great Northern Flat w/Covered Load........... 29.95
81448 Amtrak Tie-Jector w/Command Control ....... 99.95
81489 Warren G. Harding Presidential Boxcar ....... 25.00
82075 NYC Waffl e-Sided Boxcar ........................... 30.00
83243 Shell Gas 3-Dome Tank Car ........................ 44.95
83246 Shell Gas Billboard Art Boxcar..................... 39.95
84376 Angela Trotta Thomas Aquarium Car .......... 54.95
84599 Bucking Feed & Tack Building ..................... 44.95
84669 Desert Storm War Boxcar ............................ 49.95
84670 Korean War Boxcar ..................................... 49.95
84766 Construction Gondola w/Signs .................... 39.95
85248 Budweiser Reefer  ....................................... 49.95
85317 Spirit of Union Pacifi c Boxcar ...................... 44.95
1928640 Thomas the Tank Boxcar ............................ 44.95
1928650 Percy (Thomas the Tank) Boxcar ............... 44.95
1935040 Granite Run TMCC Trackmobile .............. 249.95
1935050 Milw. Road TMCC Trackmobile ................ 249.95
1935080 Southern Pacifi c TMCC Trackmobile ........ 249.95
2028480 Angela Thomas Lionel 120th Ann. Boxcar .. 44.95

LIONEL ‘SCALE-SIZE’ CARS  SALE!!
17353 Needham Steel-Sided Reefer Car ............... 40.00
19615 Vulcan 8000 Gallon Tank Car ...................... 30.00
83347 Atlantic Coast Line Double Sheath Boxcar .. 35.00
84120 Eastern State 40’ Steel-Side Reefer ............ 39.95
84128 TLDX Demonstrator PS-2 CD Hopper Car .. 44.95
84478 or 79 Wabash PS-4 f/c w/40’ Trailer  ea.  .... 69.95
84802 Gibson Wine 8000 Gallon Tank Car ............ 49.95
84835 ATW 66’ Mill Gondola #400664 ................... 41.95
84836 ATW 66’ Mill Gondola #400675 ................... 41.95
84838 AOK 66’ Mill Gondola #35007 ..................... 41.95
84839 AOK 66’ Mill Gondola #35055 ..................... 41.95
84918 or 19 David Ind. Cylindrical Hopper ea.  ...... 49.95
1926161 Rio Grande Bunk Car  ................................ 64.95
1926171 Union Pacifi c Bunk Car ............................... 64.95
1926492 U.P. Safety CA-4 Caboose ......................... 69.95
1926531 Conrail PS-2CD Covered Hopper ............... 64.95
1926830 C&NW Northeastern Caboose ................... 69.95
1926840 Conrail (Rdg Patch) NE Caboose ............... 69.95
1926971 Detroit Salt PS-2CD Covered Hopper ........ 64.95
1926981 Producers Grain PS-2CD Cov. Hopper ...... 64.95

LIONEL 21” PASSENGER CARS
82590/95/82889 Amtrak 7-Car Set ........................ 1095.00
83120/25/28 CSX 7-Car Set .................................. 1095.00
83618 Empire State Express Observation Car ......119.95
84230 Norfolk Southern Theater Vista Car ........... 184.95
85330 New York Central Baggage Car 2pk. ......... 249.95
1927020 Santa Fe Passenger Car 2pk. #1 ............. 299.95
1927200 Norfolk Southern Coach 4-pack ............... 599.95
1927210 NS Private Car 2pk. (NS Coach,B&O Dome)..224.95
1927220 NS Private Car 2pk. (FEC Coach,NP Dome) 224.95
1927230 Norfolk South. Excursion Full Vista Dome 289.95
1927360 Long Island Coach 4-pack ........................ 499.95
1927600 Norfolk Southern 21” Coach 2pk. ............. 299.95

LIONEL BOXED SET (NO T&T)
1070 Chessie ‘Royal Ltd’ Diesel Freight ............. 295.00
1361 Gold Goast U.P. SD-40 Frt. Set (sealed) ... 395.00
1585 75th Anniversary Diesel Freight Set .......... 175.00
1665 NYC Empire State Steam Freight (1976) .. 295.00
1970 Southern Pacifi c U36B Freight Set ............ 295.00
1971 Reading ‘Quaker City’ U36B Freight Set ... 295.00
11704 Southern GP-7 Diesel Freight Set ............. 225.00
11710 C.P. Rail SD-40 St ‘O’ Freight (sealed) ...... 350.00
11733 W.P. ‘Feather River’ Freight Set ................. 295.00
11749 Western Maryland GP20 Hopper Set ........ 225.00
11909 N&W J Warhorse Weather Hopper Set ..... 695.00
11934 Virginian Rectifi er Hopper Set (sealed) ..... 295.00
21753 Fire/Rescue Service Station Set ................ 395.00
21789 Norfolk Southern GP-9 Trailer Car Set ...... 395.00
21958 Bethlehem Steel NW-2 Freight (SSS) ....... 345.00
29366 S.P. LEGACY Tank Train Set (operated) ... 825.00
28272 I Love USA SD60 w/50 State Cars & B/W.. 2095.00
31710 B.N. SD-70 Bathtub Hopper Set-TMCC .... 695.00
31748 Santa Fe U28CG Scale Freight Set-TMCC595.00

LIONEL TUBULAR R-T-R SETS
1387 Milwaukee Rd Steam Passenger-sealed ... 295.00
1388 SF ‘Golden Arrow’ Frt OB-worn Part Seal . 250.00
1866 C.P. ‘Great Plains’ GP-9 Freight (sealed) .. 250.00
11745 U.S. Navy NW-2 Freight (sealed) .............. 275.00
11818 Chrylers Mopar NW-2 Diesel Freight  ........ 175.00
11935 Little League Baseball 4-4-2 Steam Frt. .... 195.00
21904 Safari ‘027’ Steam Freight (sealed) ........... 129.95

LIONEL ‘TMCC’ DIESELS
14500 Kansas City Southern F-3 ‘AA’................... 495.00
14512 ELECTRO-MOTIVE F-3 ABA’S  ................ 395.00
14596 /99 New Haven PA Alco ‘ABA’ Scale.......... 595.00
18135 New York Central F-3 ‘AA’.......................... 450.00
18160 /38115 New York Central FT ABA’s............ 495.00
18286 Union Pacifi c Dash9-44CW ‘Scale’ ............ 325.00
18314 Pennsylvania Green 5-Stripe GG-1 ........... 295.00
18319 New Haven EP-5 Electric  ......................... 295.00
18322 Lackawanna (Maroon Top) Trainmaster  ... 395.00
18343 Pennsylvania Black GG-1 .......................... 495.00
18351 New York Central Scale S-1 Electric.......... 395.00
18598 New York Central RS-11 (Scale) ................ 325.00
18872 Wabash GP-7 3pcs Set ............................. 395.00
18879 Baltimore & Ohio GP-9 .............................. 225.00
18892 PWC Burlington GP-7 ................................ 225.00
18961 /49 Erie PA Alco ‘AB’  ................................. 450.00
24520 /21/22 Alaska F-3 ABBA’s ‘Scale’............... 995.00
28213 Amtrak Dash-8 ‘Scale’ ............................... 250.00
28216 Reading GP-30 (Scale).............................. 325.00
28509 Florida East Coast GP-7 3pcs Set ............. 395.00
28523 Soo Line SD40-2 (Scale) ........................... 375.00
28817 Reading GP-30 (Scale).............................. 325.00
38188 PWC Southern F-3 ABA’s .......................... 495.00
38197 Southern Pacifi c F-3 ABA’s Black Widow .. 595.00

LIONEL CONVENTIONAL DIESELS
8056 Chicago & Northwestern FM...................... 195.00
8154 Alaska SW-1 Diesel  .................................. 145.00
8260 Southern Pacifi c Daylight F3 ‘AA’ (LN) ...... 375.00
8659 Virginian Rectifi er....................................... 125.00
8687 Jersey Central ‘Miss Liberty’ FM ................ 245.00
8753 Pennsylvania Tuscan GG-1 ....................... 295.00
8866 /67 M&StL GP-9 (Power/Dummy) .............. 195.00
8951 Southern Pacifi c Black Widow FM ............. 250.00
11711 Santa Fe Warbonnet F-3 ABA’s w/sound... 495.00
18107 Denver & Rio Grande PA Alco ‘ABA’s w/RS 495.00
18119 Union Pacifi c Alco ‘AA’  (Sealed) ............... 245.00
18303 Amtrak GG-1.............................................. 250.00
18311 Disney EP-5 Electric .................................. 195.00
18551 Susquehanna RS-3 w/case ....................... 175.00
18552 Duluth Missible SD-18 w/case ................... 175.00
18554 Gulf,Mobile & Ohio RS-3 w/case ............... 175.00
18841 Western Maryland GP-20 .......................... 145.00
18842 Bessemer & Lake Erie GP-38 w/case ....... 195.00
28508 New Haven C-420 w/SignalSnds (Scale) .. 195.00

LIONEL NON-POWERED DIESELS
8163 Ontario Northland SD-18 w/horn ............... 100.00
8561 Jersey Central GP-9 .................................... 95.00
14584 Wabash F-3 A-unit ..................................... 149.95
14586 Delaware & Hudson PB-1 Alco .................. 145.00
18108 Great Northern F-3 B-Unit ........................... 75.00
18122 SF F-3 B-Unit w/Railsound (Blue/Yellow) .. 195.00
18938 U.S. Navy NW-2 Calf Unit  ........................... 74.95
18965 Santa Fe PB-1 w/Railsounds ..................... 195.00
18966 New York Central PB-1 w/Railsounds........ 225.00
24573 PWC Santa Fe F-3 B-unit #2383C ............ 149.95
34545 Rio Grande F-3 LEGACY B-unit (PWC) .... 225.00
34546 Southern F-3 LEGACY B-unit (PWC) ........ 225.00
38116 Baltimore & Ohio FT B-unit ........................ 125.00
1933562 Long Island FA Power Cab Car #609 ....... 359.95
1933564 Long Island FA Power Cab Car #610 ....... 359.95
2033193 EMD SD70M-2 #76 (Scale) ...................... 259.95
2033203 Florida East Coast SD70M-2 #106 (Scale) 289.95
2033559 SVTX ES44ACe #1986 (Scale) ................ 299.95

LIONEL STANDARD ‘O’ DIESELS
18211 Susquehanna Dash 8-40B  ....................... 175.00
18219 C&NW Dash-8 w/Railsounds ..................... 195.00
18221 Denver Rio Grande SD-50 w/TMCC.......... 295.00
18222 Denver Rio Grande SD-50 w/Horn ............ 225.00
18226 General Electric Dash-9 w/TMCC.............. 250.00
18228 Southern Pacifi c Dash-9 w/TMCC ............. 250.00

LIONEL PASSENGER CAR/SETS
15526 /42/45 Santa Fe 18” Heavyweight 7-Cars.. 795.00
15542 Santa Fe 18” Heavyweight 2-Car Set ........ 199.95
15584 Acela 3-Car Addons  .................................. 695.00
15588 /93/96 Southern 18” Heavyweights 7-Cars 795.00
19015 to 18 Lionel Lines Madison 4-Car Set........ 325.00
19017 Madison ‘Manhattan’ Coach Car ................. 75.00
19109 Southern Pacifi c Madison Baggage ............ 95.00
19074 Legends of Madison 4-Car Set .................. 295.00
19079 NYC 18” Heavyweight 4-Car Set ............... 295.00
19087 C&O 18” Heavyweight 4-Car Set ............... 295.00
19096 Legends of Madison 2-Car Addons ........... 175.00
19109 to 13,28,38 Santa Fe 15” Alum. 7-Cars ..... 695.00
19140 N&W 15” Alum. Combo (smooth) ................ 75.00
19141 N&W 15” Alum. Diner (smooth) ................... 75.00
19143 N&W 15” Alum. Coach (smooth).................. 75.00
25408 Santa Fe 18” Aluminum 2-Car Set ............. 299.95
25416 S.P. Daylight 18” Aluminum 2-Car Set ....... 299.95
27917 B&O Budd Dummy Baggage Car ................ 49.95
29129 Texas Special 15” Alum. 4-Car Set ............ 595.00
35413 PWC Lionel Lines 15” Alum. 2-Car Set...... 225.00
39104 Lacka. 15” Alum StationSound Diner ......... 195.00
39118 Texas Spec. 15” Alum StationSound Diner 195.00
39119 Southern 15” Alum. 4-Car Set.................... 325.00
39163 Erie-Lacka. 15” Alum. Combo/Coach 2pk.. 195.00
39166 Texas Special 15” Alum. 2pk Addons......... 295.00
39182 Western Pacifi c 15” Alum. 2-Car Addons ... 249.95
52xxx TCA 15” Aluminum 9-Car Set .................... 495.00
85336 New York Central 18” Mail Train HW 2pk. 249.95

LIONEL CENTURY CLUB BOXCARS
29204 Club #1 Sign-up Boxcar ............................... 45.00
29227 Pennsylvania GG-1 #2332 .......................... 20.00
29926 #726 Berkshire Locomotive ......................... 20.00
29228 Turbine Steam Locomotive #671 ................. 20.00
29248 New York Central F-3 Diesel........................ 20.00
39201 NYC #773 Hudson Locomotive ................... 20.00
39217 Century Club II Offering ............................... 20.00
39218 Century Club II Gold Member  ..................... 35.00
39237 Union Pacifi c M10000 .................................. 35.00
39266 NYC Empire State Hudson .......................... 25.00

LIONEL ‘LIONCHIEF’ LOCOMOTIVES
1934050 Burlington Northern RS-3 Diesel .............. 179.95
1934060 Jersey Central (red) RS-3 Diesel .............. 179.95
1934070 Delaware & Lackawanna RS-3 Diesel ...... 179.95
2134110 Santa Fe RS-3 Diesel LC-2.0 .................... 337.99
2232010 New York Central Hudson LCPlus2.0 ....... 584.99
2232020 Union Pacifi c Hudson LCPlus2.0 .............. 584.99
2232030 Santa Fe Hudson LCPlus2.0 .................... 584.99
2232040 Lionel Lines Hudson LCPlus2.0 ............... 584.99
2234050 Amtrak Genesis Phase V #150 LC-2.0 ..... 494.99
2234060 Amtrak Genesis Phase IV #111 LC2.0...... 494.99
2234070 Amtrak Genesis Phase III #40 LC-2.0 ...... 494.99
2234080 Amtrak Genesis Phase V 50th Ann. #46 .. 494.99
2234220 Amtrak Genesis 50th Ann Lifesaver LC2.0 . 494.99

LIONEL ‘TMCC’ STEAM LOCOMOTIVES
18045 Commodore Vanderbilt Hudson (Gray) ..... 595.00
18046 Wabash 4-6-4 Hudson ............................... 295.00
18056 NYC J1E Hudson w/Vanderbilt Tender ...... 595.00
18064 New York Central Mohawk (sealed)........... 695.00
18067 Comm.Vanderbilt Weathered Hudson ....... 795.00
28011 C&O Articulated Allegheny (Scale) ............ 895.00
28029 Union Pacifi c Scale-Size Big Boy #4006 ..1195.00
28038 Union Pacifi c 2-8-0 Consolidation.............. 395.00
28052 Norfolk & Western Class A Articulated ....... 795.00
28057 Southern 4-8-2 Mountain (Scale)............... 595.00
28059 Western Pacifi c 4-8-2 Moutain (Scale) ...... 595.00
28064 JLC Series U.P. Black Challenger-Scale . 1095.00
28076 Nickel Plate Road 2-6-6-2 Mallet ............... 695.00
28079 Chesapeake & Ohio 2-10-4 (Scale) ........... 795.00
28750 Lackawanna Camelback............................ 395.00
38012 Wheeling & Lake Erie 2-6-6-2 Mallet ......... 695.00
38015 Last US Made’ NYC #773 Hudson ............ 995.00
38026 Norfolk & Western J #606 (Scale) ............. 895.00
38029 Union Pacifi c 4-12-2 (Scale) ...................... 995.00
38030 Santa Fe 2-8-8-2 (Scale) ........................... 995.00
38044 PRR Scale K-4 #5385 (Sealed) ................. 795.00
38053 New York Central L-2a Mohawk ................ 895.00
38058 Chesapeake & Ohio H-7 2-8-8-2 (Scale) ..1195.00
38065 Union Pacifi c Mallet 2-8-8-2 (Scale) .......... 995.00
38088 New York Central 2-6-0 Mogul (Scale) ...... 495.00

LIONEL CONVENTIONAL STEAM
5484 TCA 4-6-4 Hudson w/6 Passenger Cars.... 395.00
8002 U.P. Berkshire w/6 Freights (FARR#2) ...... 395.00
8004 Rock Island 4-4-0 General  ........................ 195.00
8006 ACL ‘Silver Shadow’ 4-6-4 w/case-sealed . 395.00
8215 Nickel Plate Road Berkshire w/whistle ...... 295.00
18000 Pennsylvania B-6 Switcher w/Railsounds.. 395.00
18001 Rock Island 4-8-4 Northern w/whistle ........ 295.00
18005 NYC 700e Hudson (1990) w/case ............. 795.00
18006 Reading T-1 w/Railsounds (Scale) ............ 495.00
52189 Monopoly 4-6-4 Black Hudson w/SS ......... 295.00
58507 LCCA Great Loco Chase General Pair ...... 495.00

LIONEL 6464 SERIES BOXCARS
19247 6464 Series I Boxcar 3-pack ..................... 195.00
19257 6464 Series II Boxcar 3-pack....................... 80.00
19266 6464 Series III Boxcar 3-pack ..................... 75.00
19272 6464 Series IV Boxcar 3-pack ..................... 75.00
19276 6464 Series V Boxcar 3-pack  ..................... 50.00
19292 6464 Series VI Boxcar 3-pack ..................... 79.95
29267 6464 Series VIII Boxcar 3-pack ................... 80.00
29289 6464 Series IX Boxcar 3-pack ..................... 99.95
39203 6464 Series X Boxcar 3-pack .................... 109.95
19273 State of Maine (BAR) 6464-275................... 39.95
19282 Santa Fe ‘Super Chief’ 6464-196 ................ 25.00
19289 Monon ‘Hoosier Line’ 6464-197 ................... 29.95
19290 Seaboard ‘Silver Meteor’ 6464-297 ............. 25.00
19291 Great Northern 6464-397............................. 39.95
19953 Lionel Corporation 6464-97 ......................... 25.00
27776 Variation 2pk. PRR -200 & CofG -375 ......... 74.95
29203 Maine Central 6464-597 .............................. 20.00
29204 Santa Fe ‘El Captain’ 6464-497 ................... 45.00
29218 Vapor Records  ............................................ 35.00
29235 NYC Pacemaker 6464-510  ......................... 34.95
29236 MKT 6464-515 ............................................. 34.95
29250 Lackawanna Phobe Snow 6464-199 ........... 44.95
29252 C.P. Rail (yellow) 6464-399 ......................... 30.00
29281 Post-Merger LV/CNJ Overstamp 2pk. ......... 59.95
29282 Archive 3-pack (NYC,GN, & Seaboard)....... 75.00
29287 Penn Central/New Haven Overstamped...... 34.95
29291 Santa Fe 6464-700 ...................................... 44.95
39236 Western Pacifi c 6464-250............................ 44.95
39253 Archive 3-pack (D&M,NS, & L&N) ............... 99.95
39257 Western Pacifi c 6464-100 (Boy Set addon) . 44.95
52058 TTOS Santa Fe MAP  .................................. 30.00
52087 TTOS New Mexico Central .......................... 25.00

LIONEL AMERICAN FLYER S-GAUGE
8150 S.P. Daylight Alco ‘AA’ (used) .................... 295.00
8458 Southern GP-7 Diesel ................................ 175.00
8552 New York Central GP-9 Diesel................... 195.00
42560 Monongahela LEGACY ESS44Ac Diesel .. 499.95
48000 Southern Pacifi c GP-9 Diesel .................... 155.00
48013 Conrail GP-7 Diesel ................................... 150.00
48017 Nickel Plate Road GP-7 Power/Dummy pr.245.00
48019 Southern Pacifi c GP-20 Diesel .................. 155.00
48020 Milwaukee Road GP-9 Diesel .................... 195.00
48034 Seaboard Baldwin Diesel........................... 195.00
48036 NYC 2-8-2 Mikado TMCC Locomotive ...... 495.00
48043 New York Central Baldwin Diesel  ............. 185.00
48047 U.P. 4-8-4 Northern Locomotive (Conv.) .... 395.00
48048 DM&IR SD-9 Diesel ................................... 195.00
48049 Southern Pacifi c SD-9 Diesel .................... 195.00
48054 U.P. 4-8-4 Northern Locomotive (Conv.) .... 395.00
48071 Canadian National GP-9 Diesel ................. 250.00
48100 Wabash PA Alco ‘AA’ w/6 Freight Cars ...... 425.00
48142 Erie-Lackwanna U33C Legacy Diesel ....... 359.95
48144 Pennsylvania Baldwin Diesel ..................... 245.00
48270 NASG 2008 Baldwin Switcher Diesel ........ 295.00
49602 N.P. Alco PA Passenger Boxed Set ........... 550.00
49604 Western Pacifi c PA-1 Alco Pass. Box Set .. 395.00
49614 PRR ALCO PA Passenger Boxed Set  ...... 625.00
48139 PRR Alco PB-1 Non-Powered ................... 149.95

MTH PREMIER ENGINES
20-2025-0 NYC Alco PA Non-Pwd. B-unit ............... 145.00
20-2026-0 PA Tuscan Alco PA Non-Pwd. B-unit ...... 125.00
20-2027-0 Southern Alco PA Non-Pwd. B-unit .........115.00
20-2031-0 Santa Fe Warbonnet Alco PA B-unit ....... 165.00
20-2056-3 W.P. F-3 Powered B-unit ........................ 175.00
20-2076-1 Frisco FM H10-44 w/ProtoSound I ......... 175.00
20-2077-1 Santa Fe FM H10-44 w/ProtoSound I .... 175.00
20-2124-1 U.P. Gas Turbine 3-pcs Set w/Proto I ..... 450.00
20-2126 Boston & Maine F-3 ABA’s w/Proto I ......... 425.00
20-2151-3 Santa Fe Warbonnet F3 Non-Pwd ‘B’ .... 150.00
20-2177-3 Southern F-3 Non-Pwd B-unit ................ 125.00
20-2198-3 Reading F-3 Non-Pwd B-unit ................. 125.00
20-2199-3 Southern Pacifi c Daylight F-3 B-unit ...... 125.00
20-2403-1 Union Pacifi c GP-60M w/Proto 2.0 ......... 295.00
20-2469-1 Wisconsin Central SD40-2 w/Proto 2.0 .. 325.00
20-2892-3 Burlington E-8 Non-Pwd B-unit .............. 145.00
20-2893-1 Lackawanna E-8 ABA’s w/Proto 2.0 ....... 689.95
20-3256-1 B&M 4-6-2 P47 Pacifi c w/P2.0 (used) .... 695.00
20-3283-1 Jersey Central 0-6-0 Switcher 2.0 (LN) .. 495.00
20-3302-1 S.P. GS-4 Daylight #4432 w/Proto 2.0 ... 945.00
20-3303-1 S.P. GS-4 Daylight #4449 w/Proto 2.0 ... 945.00
20-3484-1 S.P. GS-4 Daylight #4449 w/Proto 3.0 . 1049.95
20-20466-1 Long Island 44-Ton Diesel w/Proto 3.0 450.00
20-21246-3 NYC Alco PA Non-Pwd. B-unit ............. 149.95
20-80001 DAP CP F3 ABA’s w/6 Alum. Cars (sealed) 695.00
20-80002E PRR GG-1 Congressional Set w/Proto 2.0 495.00

MTH RAILKING ENGINES
30-1131-0 Nabisco GS-4 w/whistle ......................... 225.00
30-1147-1 Wabash Hudson w/ProtoSound I ........... 195.00
30-2394-1 B.N. SW-1500 w/Proto 2.0 (used) .......... 195.00
30-2503 Phila. Septa Electric Street Car  .................. 79.95
30-2524-1 NJ Transit PCC Street car w/Proto 2.0 ... 199.95
30-20346-3 PRR E-8 Non-Pwd. B-unit .................... 120.00
30-20460-1 Jersey Central F-3 ABA’s w/P-3.0 (TR) 549.95
30-20540-1 Norfolk & Western GP-7 w/Proto 3.0 ... 329.95
30-20829-1 P.P.L. SW-1500 Diesel w/Proto 3.0 ...... 299.95
30-20945-1 CP Military Green SD70ACe w/P-3.0 ... 359.95
30-20946-1 CP Military Gray SD70ACe w/P-3.0 ..... 359.95
30-20947-1 CP Military Sand SD70ACe w/P-3.0 .... 359.95
30-4244-1 PRR 2-8-0 Steam Frt. Starter Box Set ... 449.95

POSTWAR REMAKE SETS 
21759 Canadian Pacifi c F3 Pass. Set (sealed) .... 995.00
31711 Wabash F-3 ‘AB’ Freight Set ..................... 595.00
31727 Rio Grande F-3 ‘AB’ Freight Set ................ 595.00
31739 NYC #773 Hudson Freight Set .................. 995.00
31742 Santa Fe #2383 Red Stripe Alum. Set ....... 749.95
31754 N&W J Locomotive Space Set................... 995.00
31775 Burlington GP-7 Pass. Set #1562 .............. 399.95
31776  Lackawanna #2219w FM Frt. Set (used) ... 325.00
38339 Virginian Rectifi er Set #2505w ................... 435.00
38342 Santa Fe Alco Freight Set #1619  .............. 429.95
38249 C&O GP-7 Freight Set #12885-500 ........... 569.95
38354 U.P. Alco Passenger Set #1464w .............. 469.95
82726 Green Alco Passenger Set #2021 ............. 459.95

LIONEL STANDARD ‘O’ CARS
6135 C&NW ACF 2-Bay Hopper........................... 45.00
6231 Railgon Gondola w/Coal Load ..................... 40.00
6521 New York Central Flatcar w/stakes .............. 30.00
6907 New York Central Woodside Caboose ......... 40.00
6920 Boston & Albany Woodside Caboose .......... 45.00
9815 NYC ‘Early Bird’ Reefer ............................... 35.00
17003 Dupont ACF 2-Bay Hopper .......................... 45.00
17005 Cargill ACF 2-Bay Hopper ........................... 30.00
17006 Soo Line ACF 2-Bay Hopper ....................... 45.00
17009 NYC ACF 2-Bay Hopper Car ....................... 29.95
17100 to 04 Chessie ACF 3-Bay Hopper 5-Cars  . 150.00
17107 Sclair ACF 3-Bay Hopper............................. 45.00
17108 Santa Fe ACF 3-Bay Hopper ....................... 40.00
17114 Peabody 3-Bay Coal Hopper ....................... 45.00
17123 Cargill 3-Bay Grain Hopper.......................... 30.00
17170 Gold Medal ACF 3-Bay Hopper ................... 45.00
17219 Tazmanian Devil St’O’ Boxcar ..................... 25.00
17221 New York Central St’O’ Green Boxcar ......... 25.00
17227 Union Pacifi c 50’ Double-Door Boxcar ........ 35.00
17231 Wisconsin Central 50’ DD Boxcar ................ 40.00
17232 SP/UP Merger 50’ Double Door Boxcar....... 40.00
17233 Western Pacifi c Boxcar w/DC Frame .......... 35.00
17234 Port Huron & Detriot Boxcar w/DC Frame ... 40.00
17255 Chevy 50’ Double-Door Boxcar ................... 45.00
17265 U.S. Army 50’ Modern Boxcar ..................... 45.00
17304 Wabash St’O’ Reefer Car ............................ 25.00
17305  or 06 Pacifi c Fruit Ex. St’O’ Reefers    each 25.00
17307 or 17308 Tropicana St’O’ Reefers ............... 30.00
17309 or 17310 Tropicana St’O’ Reefers ............... 30.00
17314 or 15 P.F.E. St ‘O’ Reefers ........................... 30.00
17402 Santa Fe Gondola w/Coal Load................... 30.00
17403 Chessie Gondola w/Coil Covers .................. 30.00
17405 Reading Gondola w/Coil Covers.................. 30.00
17406 Pennsylvania Gondola w/Coil Covers.......... 35.00
17407 Nickel Plate St’O’ Gondola w/Scrap load ..... 30.00
17500 Canadian Pacifi c Flatcar w/Logs ................. 40.00
17502 Santa Fe Flatcar w/Single Trailer................. 45.00
17522 St ‘O’ Flatcar w/Yellow Prowler .................... 35.00
17600 New York Central Woodside Caboose ......... 35.00
17601 Southern Woodside Caboose (red) ............. 40.00
17603 Rock Island Woodside Caboose.................. 30.00
17604 Lackawanna Woodside Caboose ................ 49.95
17607 Reading Steelside Smoking Caboose ......... 49.95
17608 C&O Steelside Smoking Caboose ............... 55.00
17610 Wabash Steelside Smoking Caboose ......... 55.00
17611 NYC CCC&StL Woodside Caboose ............ 45.00
17615 Northern Pacifi c Smoking Caboose ............. 55.00
17900 Santa Fe Uni-body Tank Car ....................... 35.00
17901 Chevron Uni-body Tank Car ........................ 35.00
17908 Marathron Uni-body Tank Car ...................... 45.00
17913 JM Huber Unibody Tank Car ........................ 35.00
19444 St ‘O’ Flatcar w/VW Bug .............................. 25.00
26913 East St. Louis St’O’ Gondola w/Covers ....... 20.00
52038 Southern Hopper w/Coal Load .................... 40.00
52047 Cotton Belt Smoking Caboose..................... 50.00

State Rt 502 & Glenmaura National Blvd.
Take Rt. 11 South to Rt. 502 • 3 minutes off I-81 – Exit 180

We accept MasterCard, Visa, & Discover • Shipping Charges are actual cost
charged by the shipping carriers (UPS or USPS). Charge is based on order total,

weight, destination, and multiple box shipment (if required). Call for cost.
Minimum order $40 • PA Residents add 6% Sales Tax including freight charge

Shipping Charges are Non-Refundable • 10-Day Return Policy-Exchange Only -
-No Refunds • 15% Restocking Fee Applies - Items are new unless noted
• Not Responsible for typographical errors • Store Hours : check website

INFO / ORDERS : (570) 451-1700 or 451-1726
MAIL / SHIP TO: 200 Glenmaura National Blvd. • Moosic, PA 18507
FOR PLACING ORDERS CALL 1-800-8LIONEL
Website: www.grzyboskitrains.com
Prices Subject to Change & Valid for Mail Order only

GRZYBOSKI’S TRAINS CTT JANUARY ISSUE 2023
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WITH LOU PALUMBO

Views from the underground

T IN THE EARLY 1980S, I WAS 
GOING TO many shows to sell off 
“extra trains” from my prewar and post-
war collection I was building by adver-
tising in the local newspapers. I didn’t 
have a retail store at that time, so shows 
were my main outlet to move the surplus 
of trains. One year, I sold at 26 train 
shows. You can do the math: that’s one 
every other week! 

Actually, between September and 
February I had a train show every week-
end. Mall shows started on Friday and 
ended on Sunday night, 
which led to some very 
long weekends.

When attending a train 
show, customers found 
rows of tables and booths 
loaded with various trains 
and accessories for sale.

Shows of that nature 
never happen overnight. 
Even if there are fewer 
train shows now, the 
amount of preparation 
required by a show has 
hardly changed. Just ask the dedicated 
folks who oversee the shows and all the 
dealers that show up.

The organizers of each show must 
stay within a budget that includes table 
fees for dealers and concession opera-
tors. They must rent the space where the 
show will take place and pay for all the 
advertising and security personnel, 
along with any other expenses related to 
the show’s operations.

The dealers and other folks selling 
trains at the show must prepare their 
items for sale. Go back to a column I 
wrote for the October 2010 issue of Clas-
sic Toy Trains.

In “Detail to Retail” I outlined the 
preparation needed for dealers hoping to 
get the most money. The ones doing the 
most preparation usually do well. By 
contrast, dealers who don’t service their 
trains in advance, preferring to sell 
everything “as is,” typically do poorly 

and wonder why their trains fail to sell at 
show after show.

It’s simple: three-quarters of the peo-
ple that attend a show are the same peo-
ple that attended a previous show in the 
same area. Dealers who didn’t sell their 
products at the most recent show likely 
won’t sell them at this show unless they 
have reduced the price. Pretty basic 
knowledge, but some people never learn.

Shows are held everywhere. I’ve 
attended shows in gymnasiums, union 
halls, hotel ballrooms, fire halls, shop-

ping malls, and outdoor 
parking lots. Can’t overlook 
the greatest of all shows, 
ones organized by members 
of the Eastern Division of 
the Train Collectors Associ-
ation every April and Octo-
ber at the sprawling fair-
grounds in York, Pa.

Weather can have a lot 
to do with the success of a 
train show. Rain and snow 
can dampen attendance, 
regardless of how much 

work people have done beforehand. 
Advertising is a key factor to get new 

blood and money into the train shows. I 
rate a show by the number of folks who 
come through the doors. Once the peo-
ple have come into a show, it’s up to all 
the dealers there to make it worth every-
one’s while. If the number of people 
attending the show is good, the chance 
of dealers selling their products should 
also be good.

To put it in the most straightforward 
way, train shows don’t just happen! 
There’s a lot of work and a lot of effort 
put in by everyone involved.

Go to a train show! Buy some trains 
and enjoy this wonderful hobby. 

Keep searchin’. 

LOU PALUMBO, the owner of the Underground 
Railroad Shoppe in New Castle, Pa., writes this 
exclusive column for Classic Toy Trains. He can be 
reached at 1906 Wilmington Rd., New Castle, PA 
16105 or by email  at trainplum@yahoo.com

Anatomyy of a train show
Endless activity behind the scenes

BARTS PNEUMATICS CORP
CTT • 09/01/2012 • BW • 1/12

$12.00

2 oz. Bottles W/ dropper        $9.95

4 oz. Bottles W/ safety cap  $19.50

GLEN SNYDER DISPLAY SYSTEMS
CTT • 09/01/2020 • BW • 1/4 V

DISPLAY SHELVES FOR
YOUR TRAIN ROOM!

Satin Finish,
Hardened Anodized
Extruded Aluminum
No Brackets Needed
Raised Rails Hold
Your Trains in Place
6 Ft. Lengths,
Expandable with
Joiner Pins Supplied
Special Cutting
Available

Combination “HO/S” Gauge . . . . . . .$16.00
“O” Gauge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$20.00
Combination “O/STD/LGB” Gauge . . .$30.00
Plus UPS Shipping

RAIL STOPS - This
extremely versatile
product is designed
to fit our shelves or
similar shelving from
HO/S gauge or O
gauge to O/STD/LGB
gauge. RAIL STOPS
can be used any
place along your
shelves and will
prevent your trains
from being rolled
along the rails. RAIL
STOPS fit all track and can be used in place of
bumpers on train layouts.
RAIL STOPS are $12.00 per dozen, including
shipping.

GLENN SNYDER DISPLAY SYSTEMS
5940 Woodlee Court • Orchard Park, NY 14127

Toll Free 1-877-852-4676
e-mail: glenn@gsds.com • www.gsds.com

RAIL END CAPS -
The newest
addition to Glenn
Snyder Display
Systems product
line. Designed to
trim the ends of
our shelves or
similar shelving.
RAIL END CAPS will
give a finished
look to the end of
your shelves and

will prevent your trains from being knocked off
the ends.
Please specify when ordering: combination
“HO/S” gauge, “O” gauge or combination
“O/STD/LGB” gauge.
RAIL END CAPS are $3.50 each, any size.
Plus shipping and handling.

ALL PRODUCTS MADE IN USA
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www.bodnarsauction.com
 Online Auctions! 

SOLD!

 Member of the TCA
Collecting for over 50 years! 

1-866-349-7378

We Understand  
Your Collection!

TRAINS
Buy, Sell, Consign!
Get in the Action!

NEXT 
AUCTION 

SEPTEMBER 29, 
2022!

CJ TRAINS
CTT • 12/01/2020 • BW • 1/12

Jon Ulbright presents the 37th

Winter Massillon 

Train & Toy Show 
Sunday, December 11th, 2022

10:00 AM – 3:00 PM
Admission: Adults $5.00 • Children 12 and under FREE

All Gauges & Parts
Running Layouts
Farm & Vintage 

Toys

Die-Cast Models
Books & Videos

151 Dealer 
Tables

NASCAR Items
Free Parking
Good Food & 

Drink

FEATURING:

Massillon Knights of Columbus Hall 
988 Cherry Road NW, Massillon, Ohio 44647

Phone: 330-262-7488 • Email: cathijon@sssnet.com

Sponsored by CJ Trains, LLC  •  www.cjtrains.com

1-800-541-7010   e-mail: ORDERS@TRAINWORLD.COM
725 MCDONALD AVE, BROOKLYN, NY 11218

SIGN-UP FOR OUR E-MAIL SALES

WE SUPPLY THE WORLD

AMERICA’S LARGEST 
INTERNATIONAL MAIL ORDER 

DISCOUNT TRAIN STORE

O GAUGE SUPER SAVINGS 

Use CODE Word In Discount Code Box 
SALE ENDSSALE ENDS  

CLASSIC TOY TRAINS

HUGE INVENTORY • GREAT SELECTION • FAST SHIPPING

O GAUGE SUPER SAVINGS O GAUGE SUPER SAVINGS 
TRAINWORLD.com

WE SUPPLY THE WORLD O GAUGE SUPER SAVINGS O GAUGE SUPER SAVINGS 
SHOP ON-LINE 24/7

OFFOFF

@@ TRAINWORLD.COM TRAINWORLD.COM
On-Line Orders OnlyOn-Line Orders Only

$100.00 and OVER
BEFORE TAXES & SHIPPING CHARGES10%10%

LIONELLIONEL MTHMTH WILLIAMSWILLIAMS

- CODE WORD MUST BE APPLIED AT TIME OF ORDER
- IN STOCK ITEMS ONLY
- NO NEW ARRIVALS; NO BACK ORDERS; NO PRE-ORDERS
- NOT REDEEMABLE FOR CASH OR GIFT CARDS
- LIMITED QUANTITIES ON CERTAIN ITEMS 

- DISCOUNT DOES NOT APPLY TO SALES TAX OR  SHIPPING & HANDLING
- NO REBATES, NO REFUNDS, NO STORE CREDIT ON PREVIOUSLY SOLD ITEMS
- CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS OR OTHER DISCOUNTS
- IF DISCOUNT APPLICABLE, TRAINWORLD WILL APPLY IT WHEN ORDER IS PROCESSED
- NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS

The Products We Sell Are Not Toys and Are Not Intended For Use By Children Under The Age Of 14.

Limited 
QuantitiesTHIS MONTH’S SPECIAL

MORE SALE ITEMS @ trainworld.com

CTDJ22CTDJ22
JANUARY 15, 2023 NEW ARRIVAL  See Online

MTH 30-5218
NORTH POLE  
bump-n-go 
trolley

MARIO’S TRAINS
CTT • 12/01/2018 • 4C • 1/6 H

mariostrains.com
GIVE US A CALL (540) 868-0025

Authorized 
Lionel, MTH and  
Bachmann dealer

Mention  
this ad for 

FREE shipping 
anywhere in 
continental 

USA

 

 

Join LOTS today!  Experience the Difference: 
 Switcher Magazine - still 6 times per year! 
 Limited Edition Lionel Cars - sold only to club members! 
 Exciting Conventions - Knoxville, TN (July 9-15, 2023). 
 Lionel FasTrack Modular Layout – Great kid appeal. 
 Outstanding Website - includes “Track Changes”. 
 Lionel Catalog Mailings - be among the 1st to see what’s new. 
 Great Friendships and Operating Tips . 

 

The club for 
O-gauge   

operators! 

 

 
 

 
 

Lionel Operating Train Society

 
 

For membership info, visit www.lots-trains.org or call (513) 598-8240

816-252-4605 
www.brennansmoderr.com

Frank Ellison Tribute Series # 4
SANKY WANKY
COFFEE CO.
$149.95

More 2023 shows listed at Trainshow.com
Tickets & Info: TrainShow.com 

Info@TrainShow.email PO Box 1192 - Lombard, IL 60148 

OOUURR SSHHOOWWSS:: 
GGrreeeennbbeerrgg’’ss TTrraaiinn && TTooyy SShhooww    

America’s Train & Toy Show since 1976
GGrreeaatt AAmmeerriiccaann TTrraaiinn SShhoowwss 
Quality Train Shows from coast to coast
GGrreeaatt MMiiddwweesstt TTrraaiinn SShhooww 

The best place to buy & sell trains since 1971
WWoorrlldd’’ss GGrreeaatteesstt HHoobbbbyy oonn TToouurr 

Manufacturers showcase Model Railroading

Thee beesst pplaaccee too finnd Grreeaatt 
TTrraaiinn SShhoowwss iinn AAmmeerriiccaa  

Dec 4 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fair
Dec 10 -11 Louisville, KY -  Kentucky Expo Center
Dec 17-18 Chantilly, VA -  Dulles Expo Center
Dec 17-18 Grayslake, IL -  Lake County Fair
Jan 7- 8 Monroeville, PA - Convention Center
Jan 7- 8 Boise, ID - Expo Idaho
Jan 8 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fair
Jan 14-15 Oaks, PA - Greater Philadelphia Expo Ctr
Jan 14-15 Columbus, OH - Ohio Expo Center
Jan 14-15 Ridgefield, WA - Clark County Events Ctr
Jan 21-22 Richmond, VA - Richmond Raceway 
Jan 21-22 Novi, MI-Suburban Collection Showplace
Jan 21-22 World’s Greatest Hobby & Great Train 
Combo Show Puyallup, WA-Washington State Fair
Jan 28-29 St. Charles, MO - Convention Center
Jan 28-29 Sacramento, CA - Cal Expo

JJaannuuaarryy SScchheedduullee:: 
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YOUR  PICTURES

 DAVID BROWN’S O GAUGE LAYOUT
The guys holed up in the shack by the main line on David Brown’s O gauge 
layout caught a break today when the temperature climbed above the freez-
ing mark. On a whim, they decided to set up their checkerboard outdoors for 
a few games before their fingers get numb or the noise of that passing freight 
train hurts their ears. The New Haven Also RS3 road switcher handling the 
short train is one of the hardest workers on David’s roster in Phoenix, Ariz., 
where folks can probably play checkers outside all year.

Please send your best pictures to CTT Photo Album, 
21027 Crossroads Circle, P.O. Box 1612, Waukesha, WI 
53187-1612 or email them to photoalbum@
ClassicToyTrains.com. Digital photos must be taken with 
the camera set at the largest possible file size. Include 
your name, address, and daytime telephone number; a 
description of each image, including the gauge and 
make of the train; and the name of the photographer or 
layout owner if he or she is someone other than you. If 
your photograph is published, we will pay you $50 as 
long as we have not previously bought the photo.
For more on photos specs, please go to trains.com/ctt/
magazine/contributor-guidelines/

WANT TO CONTRIBUTE?
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 GARY KING’S S GAUGE LAYOUT
The American Flyer Gulf single-dome and triple-dome tank cars highlighted in this issue of Classic Toy Trains 
have a wonderful opportunity to strut their stuff in the picture Gary King snapped on his S gauge layout. Visitors 
to the King residence in Albany, N.Y., get a kick out of watching the postwar No. 343 Nickel Plate Road 0-8-0 
switcher drop off tankers at refinery Gary designed for his 10 x 24-foot railroad. CTT readers will soon be able to 
see what the excitement is all about when an exclusive article about the layout is published in our magazine.

ED BERRY’S O GAUGE LAYOUT
Ed Berry is just one of the many current layout builders who use a section or two of the O gauge layout they have 
recently finished as a way to display some of the die-cast metal vehicles they collect. On his three-rail display in 
Kinston, N.C., he specializes in miniature Corvettes, and so has arranged for a show of the sleek and sporty 
Chevys to be scheduled near the line where a Southern Ry. Alco RS3 from Atlas O has been assigned to a daily 
freight train. The structures nearby belong to the lines marketed by Bar Mills, Lionel, and Menards. As for the 
eye-catching automobiles, Ed reports they are sold by Ertl, Franklin Mint, and Yat Ming.



12      Classic Toy Trains

 MARK AND SHIRLEY CHILDRESS’ O 
GAUGE LAYOUT
It’s a snowy December 24th in Swansea, Ill., under the beau-
tifully decorated tree at the home of Mark and Shirley 
Childress. Officials at the Southern Ry. decided to shift the 
4-6-4 Hudson steam engine and tender usually assigned to 
passenger service over to freight duty. With residents of the 
tiny village Shirley set up with Department 56 Snow Village 
structures getting ready to celebrate after removing some of 
the snow that covered local streets, the crew of the Lionel 
No. 8702 steamer couldn’t complain too much about not 
being able to head up the crack Crescent Limited train. 
Sometimes, they understand, you do whatever is necessary 
to help get the job done in time for Christmas.

 MICHAEL NOWICKI’S O GAUGE LAYOUT
The bustling scene on Michael Nowicki’s model railroad 
resembles any number of O gauge layouts from the 1950s, 
when families had a ball gathering their trains and operating 
cars to display around their Christmas tree. Lionel stalwarts, 
including the No. 671 Turbine engine and whistle tender 
leading the way on Mike’s layout in Newark, N.J., ran for 
endless hours in Decembers of long ago. Kids loved moving 
cows on the No. 3656 operating cattle car and corral that 
remains a hit with members of the Nowicki clan more than 
70 years after making its debut in 1949.

YOUR  PICTURES



 MARK SAVAGE’S O GAUGE LAYOUT
“Christmas is always a magical time for toy trains,” O gauge 
modeler Mark Savage observed in a note that he sent to our 
editorial staff. Then we discovered how the holiday season 
inspires terrific modeling from this dedicated hobbyist, 
because he wanted us to see this scene on his home layout. 
For the annual display Mark recently created at home in 
Reno, Nev., he posed the MTH Electric Trains model of a 
Virginia & Truckee steam engine and tender as the combina-
tion drove in circles around the ornate tree. Mark took this 
wonderful shot of the 19th-century locomotive reflected on 
a background of pure fantasy filled with comets and stars, 
plus plenty of Christmas whimsy.

 ROBERT BUENZLY’S O GAUGE LAYOUT
Between the frigid weather and the recent pandemic, Robert 
Buenzly had good reason to stay huddled inside his home in 
Allentown, Pa. Like other resourceful toy train enthusiasts, 
he decided the perfect answer to his boredom and blues was 
to construct a new layout. This scene on Bob’s 4½ x 12-foot 
O gauge display reflects his creativity and motivation. He 
arranged some of the porcelain structures he had purchased 
around two loops of Lionel FasTrack and then fired up this 
MTH New York Central 4-6-4 Hudson and Lionel 0-8-0 
switcher for his pleasure. Thanks to owning a stable of three-
rail trains and nostalgic buildings, Bob discovered it was a 
whole lot easier to survive harsh winters! 



ARTICULATED AUTO HAULER. New paint schemes on this Atlas O Master Line 
car ($154.95) include TTX (BTTX and TOAX reporting marks, both painted faded yel-
low); Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe (fictional blue-and-white scheme); and Norfolk 
Southern (Thoroughbred herald). New road numbers are offered on NS cars in the as-
delivered scheme. The O gauge articulated auto carrier (scale model shown) features 1⁄4" 
scale details and dimensions; a die-cast metal chassis; positionable end doors; an inte-
rior deck; an articulated diaphragm with three curvature settings (0-42, 0-54, and 
0-63+); separate, factory-applied grab irons; and 70-ton roller-bearing trucks. The min-
imum diameter curve for the model is 0-42. The car is sold out at the manufacturer, but  
it is still available at brick-and-mortar and online Atlas O dealers.
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WITH THE CTT STAFF

News & products

BLUE COAL BOXCARS. The Metropolitan Division of the Train Collectors 
Association has released these custom-decorated Lionel models lettered for the 
Delaware & Hudson and the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western. The O gauge cars, part 
of Lionel’s Made in the U.S.A. line, are traditional No. 6464-sized boxcars and feature 
a plastic body with Blue Coal graphics; a metal frame; and sprung, die-cast metal 
trucks. The boxcars are priced at $89.99 each or $169.99 for the pair. To order, send 
a check payable to METCA to Stuart Rankin, 6 Packard Dr., Middletown, NJ 07748. 
Online ordering is available at metca.org/store.html

THE NEXT CHAPTER. SilverLake Images LLC 
recently added Heisler Locomotives, Vol. 2: Geared 
Locomotives to its Manufacturers’ Catalog Archive 
series of books. The 118-page softcover book ($35) 
includes reproduction of three Heisler publications: 
Catalog 108 from 1908 (well-illustrated with a look at 
general arrangement and gearing design, main frame, 
braking system, boiler, cab, and specifications), 
Catalog 115 (trucks and gearing, main frame, brake 
system, boilers, and more), and 1908 repair list 
(labeled drawings of the locomotives and components). 
To order, contact Ron’s books by calling 914-967-
7541 or visiting ronsbooks.com

A MODERN TWIST. These full-
color UV-curved resin figures and 
statue are just some of the O scale 
(1:43.5 and 1:48) offerings from West 
Edge 3D. The company offers figure 
four-packs for $47.95 each, cemetery 
memorial and statue sets for $68.95 
each, and headstone sets for $52.95 
each. To see the full product line, and 
to order, visit westedge3d.com.au/
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MICHIGAN MEMORIES. The Northern Michigan Railroad Club offers this custom-deco-
rated MTH Pere Marquette flatcar with a pair of Sebewaing Brewery trailers in two road num-
bers. The O gauge models, scheduled for release in winter/spring 2023, are priced at $90 each 
(price includes Michigan sales tax). Shipping is $15 for one car and $20 for two cars. The lim-
ited-run cars (40 of each road number will be produced) will be sold on a first-come, first-
served basis. Send payments to NMRRC Car Agent Paul DeLange, 7333 Cottage Dr., Bellaire, 
MI 49615. Email questions to nmrrc.car@gmail.com. For additional information, please visit 
the club’s website at nmrrc.org

READY TO DELIVER. This 52'-6" flatcar with pipe load is part of the Trainman series from 
Atlas O. New road numbers are offered on models decorated for CP Rail, Burlington Northern, 
Conrail, and Union Pacific. New paint schemes include British Columbia, Grand Trunk Western, 
and Western Maryland. The O gauge flatcar (scale model shown) has roller-bearing trucks with 
rotating bearing caps; a separate, factory-applied brake wheel; a pipe load with modeler-
installed load tie-downs; and die-cast metal couplers. The minimum-diameter curve the model 
will operate on is O-31. The flatcar ($64.95) is in stock now at your favorite Atlas O retailer. 

THE BULKHEADS ARE BACK. This Atlas O Trainman series 68-foot bulkhead flatcar is 
offered in new road numbers on models that come  decorated for TTX (speed logo) and BNSF 
Ry. (Mineral Red). New road numbers are available on models that are lettered for General 
American Marks Co. (blue) and TTX (Forward Thinking logo). The O gauge bulkhead flatcar 
(scale model shown) is priced at $59.95 and features side stake pockets, simulated tie loops, a 
fish-belly center sill, pull plates, and lift rings. Minimum diameter curve is O-54. Look for the 
bulkhead flatcars at your favorite Atlas O dealer.   

EASY-TO-INSTALL RELAY. The reverse 
loop relay board from Dallee Electronics is 
designed for automating reverse loops with AC 
or Digital Command Control track power. The 
relay, priced at $34.95, is designed for twin-coil 
switch systems and is a replacement for 
American Flyer No. 695. The board features two 
barrier strips to wire the unit with; the relay con-
tacts are rated at 8 amperes. The device can be 
installed with two No. 4 or No. 6 flathead wood 
screws. To order, visit dallee.com or call 
717-661-7041. 

THE BIG HOOK BOOK. Learn more about 
cranes manufactured by Burro, Byers, Lambert 
National, and P&H in this publication from 
SilverLake Images LLC. Railroad Cranes, Vol. 1 
is 150-page softcover book ($35) featuring 
reproductions of Burro Cranes Model 15, Byers 
Shovels and Cranes, Lambert National Steam 
Hoists, and Story of the P&H Crane 
Construction. To order a copy, contact Ron’s 
books at 914-967-7541 or visit the store’s  
website at ronsbooks.com

WANT TO SUBMIT A PRODUCT? Send complete ordering information and a large, hi-res photo 
file to hmiller@kalmbach.com or on a CD by mail to Hal Miller, Classic Toy Trains magazine, P.O. Box 1612, 
Waukesha, WI 53187-1612.



Gifts for the holiday season!
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WELL STOCKED SHELVES. Featuring 
the classic artwork “Well Stocked Shelves,” 
by well-known artist Angela Trotta Thomas, 
this 1,000-piece puzzle (No. 69743; $19.99) 
features Lionel’s greatest hits! Puzzle mea-
sures 19.25" x 26.75". It’s made of thick 
recycled puzzle board; random-cut pieces 
ensure a tight interlocking fit. Produced by 
MasterPieces and licensed by Lionel.FOR OUR FLYER 

FRIENDS. 
Greenberg’s American 
Flyer Pocket Price Guide: 
1946-2023 provides 
current market prices for 
American Flyer S gauge 
trains and accessories 
manufactured by A.C. 
Gilbert and Lionel, as 
well as trains from con-
temporary manufactur-
ers, such as American Models and MTH. The top-sell-
ing reference guide, item No. 10-8623, has 160 
pages and is priced at $15.99.

The following special-interest publications are 
in stock at the Kalmbach Hobby Store. All are 
available in print and digital formats. The digital 
editions are powered by Zinio and are compat-
ible with PC, Macintosh, Android via Google 
Play app, iOS via AppStore, and Win8 devices.

WHAT’S IT 
WORTH? 
With show 
season in full 
swing, you’ll 
want to order 
a copy of 
Greenberg’s 
Lionel Trains 
Pocket Price 
Guide, 1901-
2023. The 
456-page book (item No. 10-8723) fea-
tures current pricing with input from 
experts in the field; identification and 
evaluation tips; and listings for Lionel 
Corp. Tinplate, club cars and special-
production items, boxes, and sets. The 
book ($22.99) measures 53⁄16” x 81⁄4” 
and includes space for notes.

News & products KalmbachHobbyStore.com • KalmbachHobbyStore.com • KalmbachHobbyStore.com • KalmbachHobbyStore.com • Kal

Visit us at: www.rossswitches.com

1-800-331-1395 Call for Free Color Catalog 

#161              #160

O72 outside 054 inside

#231            #230

O96 outside 072 inside

All RCS Products 
are Proudly Hand
Made in the USA

New
#240RH #241LH curved

O120 outside curve
O96 inside curve

#150RH #151LH curved
O54 outside curve
O31 inside curve

Not Shown

Switches & Track
for all 3 Rail O Gauge & O27 Trains

Demand them from your dealer or call us direct!

A sampling of some of our neat curved switches.
All now available remote control ready to run!

Featurin
g

ALL WOOD TIES

and STEEL RAIL!
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PIECES OF THE HOBBY. 
Exclusively from Classic Toy 
Trains, this 500-piece Lionel 
Trains of the 1940s puzzle (No. 
69754; $14.99) features some of 
the train maker’s most iconic 
products. The high-resolution 
image based on artwork from 
CTT’s latest special issue mea-
sures 15" x 21".  Also included is 
a poster that can be used as a 
handy reference during assem-
bly. Produced by MasterPieces.

TOY TRAINS ALL YEAR. The full-
color Lionel 2023 Wall Calendar (No. 
69763; $15.99) shows steam, diesel, roll-
ing stock, and accessories from the world’s 
favorite toy-train maker. Featuring artwork 
by Angela Trotta Thomas, this calendar by 
Willow Creek Press measures 12" x 12" and 
has large grids for notes. It also includes 
moon phases, and standard U.S. and inter-
national holidays.

TRIMMING THE TREE. 
Officially licensed Lionel toy 
train ornaments made by 
Kurt Adler for your 
Christmas tree. Shown here 
are a Lionel Glass Conductor 
Hat (item No. 69759; 
$12.99) and a Blow Mold 
Train (No. 69761; $15.99). 
Other ornaments are avail-
able including locomotives 
and an engineer’s cap. 

KalmbachHobbyStore.com • KalmbachHobbyStore.com • KalmbachHobbyStore.com • KalmbachHobbyStore.com • Kal

S&W PARTS SUPPLY

 

S & W PARTS SUPPLY
CTT • 01/01/2021 • 2C • 1/12

LIONEL PARTS DEALER AND AUTHORIZED 
SERVICE STATION #91 PROVIDING  

EXPERT REPAIRS TO PREWAR, POSTWAR 
AND ALL MODERN LIONEL EQUIPMENT

NY Sales Tax (where applicable) & shipping
762 Whitney Dr., Niskayuna, NY 12309
TEL - (518) 280-5197
Hours: Tuesday - Friday: 9AM-4PM EST

EMAIL: trains@sandwparts.com
WEB: www.sandwparts.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

EAST COAST ENTERPRISES
CTT • 02/01/2017 • 2C • 1/12

You dream it.

www.trainlayouts.com  •  973-366-5788

East Coast Enterprises • Roman Electric

• Complex Multi-Level Track Plans
• TMCC™ and DCS Control Systems
• Multi-Train Operation

• Operating Accessories
• Yards and Switching
• Highly Detailed Scenery

We specialize in:

We build it.

Na
tio

n’
s 

#1
 S

ou
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e f
or 

las
er cut bridge solutions. Now offering 3D printing.



O Premium Sets 
No Track and Transformer 

LIO683092 Steel City Switcher Set ......... $1109.99 
LIO684296 SP Salad Bowl Express .......... $809.99 
LIO1922070 PRR Limited LC+ 2.0 ........... $709.98 
LIO1922040 Santa Fe Gold Bonnet Set .... $899.98 
LIO2022040 Manufactures Railway Set .... $719.99 
LIO2022100 PRR Trainmaster Set ........... $809.99 
LIO2022110 CNJ Red Baron Set .............. $809.99 
LIO2022120 Lionel SF 120th Anniv Set .... $899.99 
LIO2122010 Aliquippa P&LE Set .............. $764.98 
LIO2122030 Southern Freight Set ............ $764.98 
LIO2122070 Asa Packer Set ................... $1979.98 
LIO2122140 SF High Speed Set............. $2249.98 
LIO2122160 New Hope & Ivyland Set....... $899.99 
LIO2122170 SF Valley Flyer Set ............. $1979.98 
LIO2122180 NKP Work Train Set ............. $899.99 

American Flyer Legacy Locos 
LIO192120X 1/2 ClinchField U36C ........... $539.99 
LIO202105X 1/2 CITIRail ES44AC ........... $539.99 
LIO202106X 1/2 FEC ES44AC ................. $539.99 
LIO202109X 1/2 NS ES44AC ................... $539.99 
LIO2021100 UP ES44AC .......................... $539.99 
LIO2121060 B&O Pacific .......................... $629.99 
LIO2121070 GN Pacific ............................ $629.99 
LIO2121080 NYC Pacific .......................... $629.99 

American Flyer Rolling Stock 
LIO644063 A/F SF 3-Bay Hopper #78754…$45.99 
LIO644064 A/F SF 3-Bay Hopper #78792…$45.99 
LIO644090 A/F B&O 2-Bay Hop #727056…$45.99 
LIO644092 A/F B&O 2-Bay Hop #727237…$45.99 
LIO644103 A/F NYC 2-Bay Hop #870614…$45.99 
LIO644140 A/F Merchants Dispatch………..$48.99 
LIO2119010 75th Anniv Boxcar................... $49.99  
LIO2119030 Bethlehem Steel Flatcar ......... $56.98 
LIO2119050 PRR Dep. Center Flatcar ........ $56.98 
LIO2119060 PP&L Dep. Center Flatcar ...... $56.98 
LIO2119080 Berk Woodside Reefer………..$48.98 
LIO2119090 Century Beer Reefer ............... $48.98 
LIO2119120 Senate Beer Reefer ................ $48.98 
LIO2119150 USAF Missile Flat Car ............ $44.98 
LIO2119160 Polar Express Searchlight Car $49.98 
LIO2119180DAMB DODX Searchlight Car 
     Above has damaged box ....................... $40.00 
LIO211920X 1/2 CSX Gondola ................... $48.98 
LIO211926X 1,4,5 C&O Hopper .................. $45.99 
LIO2119340 Hercules Powder Tank Car ..... $48.99 
LIO2119350 Sparton Oil Tank Car .............. $48.99 

MTH Locomotives 
MTH20211391 Santa Fe FT A Unit .......... $409.99 
MTH20214321 WC SD35 ........................ $459.99 
MTH30205241 GE Demo ES44AC ......... $364.99 
MTH30206061 CSX F40PH #9999 ......... $309.99 
MTH30207031 UP SD70ACe #1111 ........ $319.99 

 
MTH2064021 4 Pk  $409.99 

Amtrak Amfleet Capstone  
Passenger Cars   

NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  SSMMIITTHH  TTRRAAIINNSS 
MODEL RAILROADING FOR ALL SEASONS® 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE, or GIVE US A CALL 
2343 West Chester Pike Broomall, PA 19008  

Just 1 Minute off I-476 Exit 9  
Jan 2023 Classic Toy Trains Ad ● 113 Years Selling Trains 

Prices Subject to Change Without Notice.  

 
 

MIN. Order: $30.00 -15% Restocking Fee on Returns  
Product information and orders (610) 353.8585 

Most domestic orders will follow shipping schedule below* 
$0.00 - $500.00 - $15.00 

$500.01- $1100.00 - $20.00 
$1100.01 - $1500.00 - $30.00 

*Orders with Track, Power & Control Devices, Sets, Expan-
sion Packs, Oversized Items, & SALE ITEMS will be 

charged Actual Shipping 
 No P.O. Box’s, PA Residents Add 6% Sales Tax 

Not responsible for typographical errors   

MTH20207751 Amtrak 44 
Ton #1100  
$399.99 

MTH20207741 ConDot 
P40 #836    $444.99 

**SALE ITEMS** 
O Locomotives 

Lionel Locos below are sold without warranty 
LIO68279X 6/7 Conrail SD38 .................. $475.00 
LIO684261 CSX SD40.............................. $500.00 
LIO68426X 8/9 WM SD40 ........................ $500.00 
LIO684511 NYC S2 Electric #101............ $600.00 
LIO684843 GE Demo AC6000 Green ...... $500.00 
LIO684844 GE Demo AC6000 Red ......... $500.00 
LIO68484X 8/9 CSX Diversity AC6000.... $500.00 
LIO685018 ACL SW 7 .............................. $400.00 
LIO685180 Great Northern 2-6-6-2 ....... $1150.00 
LIO685219 Conrail Powered B ............... $350.00 
LIO1933528 LV FB-2 Powered ................ $340.00 
LIO1933529 LV FB-2 Superbase ............. $320.00 
LIO2031400 Lionel Lines GS-4 #120 .... $1600.00 
LIO1933758 Santa Fe FB Powered B.….$349.98 

O Freight Cars & Accessories 
LIO627496 Polar RR Covered Hopper ..... $43.99 
LIO639362 Thomas Kinkd Emerald Box .. $31.99 
LIO682664 B&LE Gondola & Flatcar ...... $109.99 
MTH2093661 US Army Waffle Boxcar ...... $49.99 

LIO1933740 Reading  
FA AA  $849.99 

MTH Rolling Stock 
MTH2064088 SF Gold Bonnet 4 Car set ..$399.98 
MTH2092274 US Army Flat w. Humvee…$349.99 
MTH2093699 NS 50’ DD Boxcar …………..$65.99 
MTH2093740 Alaska 50’ DD Boxcar ………$60.99 
MTH2094284 Thermice Reefer ……………$57.99 
MTH2094291 SF R50B Reefer …………….$64.99 
MTH2095217 Amtrak Flatcar w. Trailer …...$64.99 
MTH3068122 UP Flag Baggage Car ……...$59.99 
MTH3068127 UP Bush 41 Baggage Car …$69.99 
MTH3068171 SP Full Dome Car…………..$59.99 
MTH3073493 BNSF Tank Car ……………..$47.99 
MTH3073550 Exxon Tank Car (Plated) …...$50.99 
MTH3073554 Bio Fuel Tank Car.…………..$50.99 
MTH3074874 NS 50’ DD Plugged Boxcar..$47.99 
MTH3074927 POW/MIA 40’ High Cube…..$47.99 
MTH3075613 IPL 4 Bay Hopper …………...$47.99 
MTH3075631 RF&P Map Hopper Car…….$50.99 
MTH3076546 PRR Flat w. Trailer…………. $54.99 
MTH3076615 UP Flat w. Lumber Load …...$49.99 
MTH3076665 PRR Flat w. Trailer ………….$49.99 
MTH3076675 NS Flat w. 2 Transits………..$49.99 
MTH3076676 BNSF Flat w. 2 Transits…….$49.99 
MTH3076724 PRR Flat w. 2 Firebirds …….$49.99 
MTH3076749 CSX Center Beam Flat……..$50.99 
MTH3076797 US Army Husky Stack………$56.99 
MTH3076838 Biden Billboard Flatcar……..$59.99 

 

LIO1933748 Reading FB Powered B ...... $419.98 
LIO1933749 Reading FB Superbass B.... $399.98 
LIO1933758 Santa Fe FB Powered B ..... $349.98 
LIO2133860 Lehigh Valley SW8 .............. $469.98 
LIO2133870 Penn Central SW8 .............. $469.98 
LIO2233861 Alaska SD70Mac #4001 ...... $599.99 
LIO2233868 Alaska SD70Mac Superbas $499.99 
MTH20207721 NJT P40 #4800 ............... $444.99 
MTH20207731 NJT P40 #4803 ............... $449.99 
MTH305211 Strasburg Bump & Go Trolley $64.99 
ATL3009969S Strasburg Oper Dump Car..$89.99 

ATL3003216S NJ Transit  
17600 Tank      $79.99 

Lionel Legacy Locomotives 
LIO1931750 D&RGW 2-10-4 #1450...….$1349.98 
LIO1933242 Pilbara Rail C44-9W…….….$494.98 
LIO193330X 1/2 GE Demo ES44AC...…..$539.98 
LIO1933498 Alco Demo FB-2 Pwd…...….$404.98 
LIO1933500 C&NW FA AA………………..$809.98 
LIO1933508 C&NW FB-2 Pwd…………...$404.98 
LIO1933518 CP FB-2 Pwd………………..$404.98 
LIO1933538 MP FB-2 Pwd………………..$404.98 
LIO1933540 NYC FA AA Set………...……$809.98 
LIO1933548 NYC FB-2 Pwd………………$404.98 
LIO1933562 Long Island FA Cab Car……$389.98 
LIO1933575 Milwaukee Road Bipolar ... $1169.98  
LIO1933580 GN Bipolar ........................ $1169.98 
LIO1933600 NYC Bipolar ...................... $1169.98 
LIO1933740 Reading FA AA Set…………$849.98 
LIO1933748 Reading FB-2 Pwd…………$419.98 
LIO1933749 RDG FB-2 Superbass….…..$399.98 
LIO2131282 Reading T1 #2101 ............ $1529.98  
LIO2031300 RBM&N Legacy T1 ........... $1529.98 
LIO2031320 Freedom Train T1 ............. $1529.98 
LIO2031370 Bethlehem Steel B6Sb ........ $629.98 
LIO2033090 Ford S-2 Switcher ............... $449.98 
LIO2033100 Mooristown & Eire S-2 ........ $499.98 
LIO2033248 Alaska F7B Powered .......... $404.98 
LIO2033249 Alaska F7B Superbass ....... $395.98 
LIO2033310 UP SD70ACe #4141 ........... $539.98 
LIO2033319 UP SD70ACe #4141Dummy$269.98 
LIO2033490 CSX SD40 .......................... $494.98 
LIO2033511 GM&O SD40 ....................... $494.98 
LIO2033600 UP SD70ACe #1111 ............ $539.98 
LIO2033629 CSX #1776 Dummy ............ $314.98 
LIO2131150 Clichfield 2-8-8-2 ............... $1709.98 
LIO2131250 GM&O 4-6-2 ..................... $1349.98 
LIO2131340 L&HR 2-8-2 ...................... $1169.98 
LIO2133030 NYC E7 AA ......................... $899.99 
LIO2133039 NYC E7 B Unit .................... $404.98 
LIO213319X 1/2 Seaboard GP7 ............. $449.98 
LIO213320X 1/2 Texas & Pacific GP7 ..... $449.98 
LIO2133210 Santa Fe Shark AA ............. $854.98 
LIO2133218 Santa Fe Shark B Powered $386.98 
LIO2133270 PRR Shark AA Green ......... $854.98 
LIO213331X 1/2 ACL SD70Ace .............. $539.98 
LIO2133331 B&O SD70Ace .................... $539.98 
LIO213334X 1/2 B&M SD70Ace ............. $539.98 
LIO213337X 1/2 Monon SD70Ace .......... $539.98 
LIO2133380 Erie Lack PA AA .................. $899.98 
LIO2133400 MKT PA AA ......................... $899.98 
LIO2133410 NH PA AA ........................... $899.98 
LIO2133441 BNSF GP30 #2472 ............. $479.98 
LIO2133471 KCS GP 30 #4100 .............. $479.98 
LIO2133510 Alaska Veranda................. $1484.98 
LIO2133580 Coors SW8 ......................... $449.98 
LIO2133620 Seaboard Coast Line SW8 . $449.98 
LIO2133760 Biden SD70Ace .................. $539.98 
LIO2221050 SF 2-8-8-2 #1796……..…..$1619.99 
LIO2221060 B&O 2-8-8-2 #7150…...…..$1619.99 
LIO2221070 SF 2-8-8-2 #1796…….…....$1619.99 
LIO2231191 SP AC-12 Cab Forward…...$1799.98 
LIO2231200 SP AC-12 Cab Forward…..$1799.98 
LIO2231250 UP/OSL 4-12-2…………….$1529.98 
LIO223305X 1/2 CSX SD70Mac ............. $584.98 
LIO223306X 1/2 NS SD70Mac ............... $584.98 
LIO223309X 1/2 EMD SD45 ................... $539.98 
LIO223312X 1/2 NS SD45 ...................... $539.98 

MTH Trolleys 
MTH305146 Xmas Bump-N-Go Trolley……$74.99 
MTH305200 Xmas Bump-N-Go Trolley……$82.99 
MTH305201 Market St Bump-N-Go Trolley.$69.99 
MTH305204 PTC Bump-N-Go Trolley…..…$69.99 
MTH305210 SF Bump-N-Go Trolley…….…$69.99 
MTH305211 Strasburg Bump-N-Go Trolley.$69.99 
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ATL3003217S NJ Transit  
17600 Tank      $79.99 

Christmas 
LIO627263 Polar RR PS-1 Boxcar ............ $52.99 
LIO627496 Polar RR PS-2 Hopper ............ $43.99 
LIO627946 Christmas Savings Bond Box .. $39.99 
LIO627949 PRR Christmas Merch. Box. ... $56.99 
LIO636170 Partridge in a Pear Tree Reef .. $41.99 
LIO637151 Christmas Street Lamps Red 3$29.99 
LIO639364 2013 Christmas Boxcar ........... $44.99 
LIO639477 Flat w. Reindeer Trailers ......... $44.99 
LIO682050 Santa’s Workshop w. Sound . $164.99 
LIO682051 North Pole Central Ice House.. $84.99 
LIO682743 Santa Reindeer Station ........... $37.49 
LIO682748 Silver Bell Casting  .................. $52.99 
LIO682877 Kinkade Polar Express Boxcar $63.99 
LIO683791 Donald Duck Holiday Boxcar .. $63.99 
LIO683925 Frosty Boxcar.......................... $63.99 
LIO683952 Minnie Mouse Holiday Boxcar . $63.99 
LIO684340 Santa & Snowman Tag Boxcar $67.99 
LIO684341 Tell-Tale Reindeer Car............. $59.99 
LIO684747 2018 Christmas Boxcar ........... $50.99 
LIO1923150 Winter Wonderland Set ....... $319.99 
LIO1929090 Lighted Covered Bridge ........ $54.99 
LIO1929130 Elf Tug of War ....................... $56.99 
LIO1932100 North Pole Central Berk ...... $449.99 
LIO1938420 Christmas Story Boxcar ........ $64.99 
LIO2025010 Lighted Fastrack 10” 4Pk ...... $51.99 
LIO2025020 Lighted Fastrack O-36 4Pk.... $51.99 
LIO2025080 Lighted 40”x60” Oval ........... $132.99 
LIO2028340 ATT Gondola ......................... $60.98 
LIO2028360 Mickey & Friends Boxcar ...... $53.99 
LIO2028480 ATT Christmas Boxcar .......... $56.98 
LIO2028510 Santa Spec. Delv. Boxcar...... $56.98 
LIO2138020 ATT Well Stocked Shelves Box .........$63.98 
LIO2228050 Budweiser Holiday Stein Reefer……$72.99 
LIO2229120 Christmas Barn ................... $149.99 
LIO318703 Lionscale Hopper .................... $45.99 
MTH2095398 Christmas Flatcar w. Trailer . $67.99 
MTH3011062 Christmas Figures 6 Pcs ..... $19.99 
MTH3072210 Snowman Gondola w. Lights$64.99 
MTH3072211 Snowman Gondola w. Lights$64.99 
MTH3072195 Lighted Gondola w. Santa ... $64.99 
MTH3076740 Christmas Flat w. 40’ Trailer $49.99 

Lionel Gift Items 
LIO941031 Lionel Canvas Tote ................. $21.99 
LIO941040 Lionel Money Clip ................... $23.99 
LIO941051 Lionel Leather Coasters .......... $31.99 
LIO942023 Lionel Pub Table (Oversized) $299.99 

Thomas the Tank 
LIO683510 Thomas Passenger LC Set….$179.99 
LIO1823031 Diesel w/ LC Remote….……..$84.99 
LIO1928650 Percy Boxcar ........................ $56.99 
LIO1929160 Sir Topham Hat Gateman…...$89.99 
LIO2028170 Nia Boxcar ............................ $56.98 
LIO2028180 Rebecca Boxcar ................... $56.98 
LIO2028190 Gordon Boxcar ...................... $56.98 
LIO2028430 Thomas Birthday Car.……..…$59.99 

Williams 
WIL40607 B&O 4-6-0 #1357…………..….$229.99 
WIL40608 SP 4-6-0 #10………...……..….$229.99 
WIL23002 Rock Island RS3………………$259.99 
WIL23102 AT&SF 44 Ton Switcher………$199.94 
WIL23105 PRR 44 Ton Switcher……....…$244.94 
WIL23106 CN 44 Ton Switcher……...……$244.94 
WIL23107 UP 44 Ton Switcher………...…$244.94 
WIL23201 UP FA-1 w/ Trueblast Plus……$339.99 
WIL23202 CP FA-1 w/ Trueblast Plus……$339.99 
WIL23203 Erie FA-1 w/ Trueblast Plus…..$339.99 

Lionel Am Flyer Legacy Diesels 
LIO19211071 A/F CN SD70ACe………….$479.99 
LIO1921080 A/F CSX SD70ACe……...….$479.99 
LIO1921091 A/F EMDX SD70ACe…..…..$479.99 
LIO1921101 A/F Ferromex SD70ACe…...$479.99 
LIO1921111 A/F KCS De Mex SD70AC…$479.99 
LIO1921121 A/F MRL SD70ACe……..…..$479.99 
LIO1921130 A/F UP Spirit SD70ACe…….$479.99 
LIO1921140 A/F UP No Flag SD70ACe....$479.99 
LIO1921032 A/F Conrail U33C...……..…..$479.99 
LIO1921041 A/F D & H U33C….……..…..$479.99 
LIO1921052 A/F Guilford U33C…………..$479.99 
LIO1921062 A/F ICG U33C…………..…..$479.99 

Lionel Accessories 
LIO612888 #154 Railroad Flasher .............. $41.99 
LIO614090 Banjo Signal ............................. $44.99 
LIO614218 Downtown People Pack ........... $17.99 
LIO614241 Work Crew People Pack .......... $17.99 
LIO616882 12” Half Covered Bridge ........... $44.99 
LIO637112 Helicopter 2 Pack ..................... $19.99 
LIO637172 Gooseneck Lamp Black 2 Pk ... $25.49 
LIO637174 Classic Street Lights 3 Pk ........ $29.99 
LIO637834 Boat Loader Boats 4 Pcs ......... $18.99 
LIO637851 Scale Telephone Poles ............. $22.99 
LIO637986 NJ Transit Blinking Billboard ..... $15.00 
LIO681433 PRR Crossing Shanty .............. $16.99 
LIO682016 Oil Pump .................................. $44.99 
LIO682017 Operating Billboard PEP .......... $52.99 
LIO683440 Rico Station Kit ........................ $45.99 
LIO683442 Large Suburban House ............ $67.99 
LIO683635 N. American Smoke Loader ... $262.99 
LIO684769 Wilie E Coyote Ambush Shack . $91.99 
LIO684792 PEP House Under Construction$75.99 
LIO684886 Frisco 40’ Trailer 2 Pack ........... $48.99 
LIO1929110 Halloween House PEP ........... $97.99 
LIO1929170 Operating Halloween House $188.99 
LIO1930140 Trolley House ......................... $37.99 
LIO1930150 Budwiser Billboard set ............ $18.99 

Rolling Stock 
LIO684438 NS 30K Gallon Takcar ............. $59.99 
LIO68458X 2/3 BNSF 65’ Mill Gondola ...... $59.99 
LIO68458X 4/5 CNW 65’ Mill Gondola ....... $59.99 
LIO68458X 6/7 CSX 65’ Mill Gondola ........ $59.99 
LIO68458X 8/9 NS 65’ Mill Gondola .......... $59.99 
LIO68459X 0/1 SP 65’ Mill Gondola .......... $59.99 
LIO68459X 2/3 UP 65’ Mill Gondola .......... $59.99 
LIO684802 Gibson Wine Tank Car ............ $55.99 
LIO684804 AE Staley Tank Car ................. $55.99 
LIO684829 BNSF 66’ Mill Gondola ............ $61.99 
LIO684838 A&O 66’ Mill Gondola .............. $61.99 
LIO684841 S&H 66’ Mill Gondola .............. $61.99 
LIO684861 BNSF Husky Stack ................. $98.99 
LIO68487X 2/3 PRR 50’ Flat w. Trailer ...... $89.99 
LIO68487X 4/5 TTX 50’ Flat w. Trailer ....... $89.99 
LIO68487X 6/7 UP 50’ Flat w. Trailer ......... $89.99 
LIO684888 PRR X31 Boxcar ..................... $59.99 
LIO68492X 2/3 CSX Cylindrical Hopper .... $67.99 
LIO685066 TTX Husky Stack w. EOT ...... $112.99 
LIO685069 AZRC Husky Stack w. EOT ... $112.99 
LIO685076 UP Caboose w. Camera .......... $95.99 
LIO685077 NS Caboose w. Camera .......... $95.99 
LIO685248 Budweiser Reefer ................... $59.99 
LIO685290 PRR MOW 3 Pack Hopper .... $169.99 
LIO685299 Reading & Northern Caboose . $74.99 
LIO685323 Scooby-Doo Boxcar ................ $63.98 
LIO1926012 CSX 4 Door Boxcar ............... $75.98 
LIO1926120 Santa Fe Freightsounds Ref $112.98 
LIO192613X 1-3 PRR Bunk Car ................ $74.98 
LIO192640X 1/2 D&RGW 50’ Bulkhead flat$74.98 
LIO1926480 Halloween 50’ Boxcar............ $59.98 
LIO1926492 UP Challenger Caboose ........ $74.98 
LIO1926640 PRR Frightsounds Boxcar ... $102.98 
LIO1926722 PRR Flat w. Tank .................. $98.98 

LionChief + Loco 
LIO683605 US Presidents 2-8-2 .............. $362.99 
LIO1932030 NKP Berkshire LC+ 2.0…….$449.98 
LIO1932080 Disney Berkshire LC+ 2.0….$472.98 
LIO1932090 PE Berkshire LC+ 2.0……....$449.98 
LIO1932100 NPC Berkshire LC+ 2.0…….$449.98 
LIO193401X 1/2 BNSF ET44AC............. .$359.98 
LIO1934041 UP ET44AC………………….$359.98 
LIO2032210 Great Northern 0-8-0…….....$199.98 
LIO2032220 Reading 0-8-0……………….$199.98 
LIO2032230 Southern 0-8-0………………$199.98 
LIO2132040 SP Lionmaster AC-12……..$1169.98 
LIO2132070 PRR 4-4-0 General LC+ 2.0.$247.99 
LIO2132090 PRR Baby K4 LC+2.0#1361.$499.98 
LIO2132100 PRR Baby K4 LC+2.0#3750.$499.98 
LIO2134010 ACL GP7 #105………………$337.98 
LIO2134090 LV RS-3 #216………………..$339.98 
LIO2134100 PRR RS-3 #4044..…………..$339.98 
LIO2134110 SF RS-3 #2098………..……..$339.98 
LIO2134120 Southern RS-3 #520….……..$339.98 
LIO2232040 LLC Hudson #773…………...$539.98 
LIO2232100 B&O Pacific LC+ 2.0…...…...$606.99 
LIO2232110 D&RG Pacific LC+ 2.0….…...$606.99 
LIO2232120 LV Pacific LC+ 2.0…………..$606.99 
LIO2232130 R&N Pacific LC+ 2.0………...$606.99 
LIO2234020 Amtrak 50th Anniv LC+2.0.…$519.99      

Lionel Premium Sets 
LIO684296 SP Salad Bowl Express ........ $809.99 
LIO1922020 NKP Fast Freight LC+ 2.0…$709.98 
LIO1922030 Harding Funeral Train Set $1799.98 
LIO1922070 Pennsy Ltd. LC+ 2.0 Set…..$709.98 
LIO2022040 Manufactures Railway Set .. $719.98 
LIO2022110 CNJ Red Baron SD40 Set .. $809.98 
LIO2022120 Santa Fe F3 120Th Av Set . $899.98 
LIO2122030 Southern Freight Set……….$764.98 
LIO2122040 PRR John Bull Display Set..$899.98 
LIO2122050 C & A John Bull Set….……..$949.98 
LIO2122060 “Uncle Sam” John Bull Set...$949.98 
LIO2122170 Santa Fe Valley Flyer Set..$1979.98 
LIO2122100 Amtrak Acela Concept Set.$2249.98 
LIO2122140 SF High Speed Set……….$2249.98 
LIO2222030  BNSF Hustle Muscle Frt…..$998.99 

Lionchief Remote Set 
LIO681262 UP Flyer Lionchief Set………$319.99 
LIO683072 PRR Keystone Special  ........ $269.99 
LIO684719 Santa Fe Super Chief  .......... $369.99 
LIO2023040 Disney Frozen Set.............. $319.98 
LIO2023050 Area 51 Set ........................ $345.98 
LIO2023110 Toy Story Set ..................... $319.98 
LIO2023130 Star Trek Set ...................... $359.98 
LIO2123010 C&O Steam Set…................$319.99 
LIO2123030 KCS ET44 Set……...……….$329.98 
LIO2123040 John Deere Diesel Set……..$359.99 
LIO2123080 Space Launch Set……...…..$319.98 
LIO2123140 Hogwarts Set W/ 5.0 Sound.$344.99 
LIO2223010 Army Freight Set……...…….$360.98 
LIO2223060 Lionel Lines Mixed Freight...$289.99 
LIO2222050 GCR Steam Pass Set….....$1213.99 

Polar Express 
LIO628425 Elf Handcar ............................ $85.99 
LIO682735 PE Conductor Gateman ......... $99.99 
LIO682877 PE Thomas Kinkade Boxcar... $63.99 
LIO683185 PE Elf Figure Pack ................. $24.99 
LIO683249 PE Combo Car (Black Roof) .. $52.99 
LIO683645 PE Story Boxcars (2pk) ........ $127.99 
LIO684600 PE Combo Car (Snow) ........... $56.99 
LIO684602 PE Disappearing Hobo (Snow)$60.99 
LIO684603 PE Hot Chocolate Car (Snow) $56.99 
LIO684604 PE Dining Car  (Snow Roof) ... $56.99 
LIO684605 PE Baggage (Snow Roof) ...... $56.99 
LIO684811 PE Scale Baggage Car......... $149.99 
LIO684813 PE Scale Coach Car ............ $149.99 
LIO685410 PE Hero Boy House ............... $76.99 
LIO685271 PE Illuminated Flag Pole ........ $45.99 
LIO1923030 PE 15th Anniv Train Set ..... $349.99 
LIO1926820 PE Scale Boxcar w. Sounds $109.99 
LIO1928400 PE Hero Boy Boxcar ............ $74.99 
LIO1929060 PE Station Platform .............. $42.99 
LIO1932090 PE LC+2.0 Berkshire.......... $472.99 
LIO1933620 PE Legacy Bipolar............. $1169.98 
LIO2028470 PE Present Mint Car ............ $79.98 
LIO2026250 PE I12 Caboose ................... $83.99 
LIO2029050 PE Station ............................ $92.99 
LIO2030140 PE Elf Warming Sheds ......... $45.99 
LIO2030150 PE Barrel Shed .................... $19.98 
LIO2119160 PE Searchlight Car…………..$49.98 
LIO2128280 PE Boxcar…………………….$57.99 
LIO2128210 PE Girder Bridge Flat Car…..$64.98 
LIO2135050 PE Speeder…………..……..$134.99 
LIO2228080 PE Aquarium Car…………….$90.99 

Lionel Legacy/LCS Items 
LIO614294 #993 Legacy Expansion Set .. $304.99 
LIO634120 TMCC Direct Lockon ............... $47.99 
LIO637125 Legacy Writable Module .......... $15.99 
LIO637146 Legacy Powermaster .............. $99.99 
LIO637147 Cab-1L w. Command Base.... $209.99 
LIO637155 Cab-1L Remote ..................... $129.99 
LIO637156 Base for Cab-1L……………...$109.99 
LIO637921 ZW-L Transformer ................. $769.99 
LIO637947 GW-180 Transformer ............ $276.99 
LIO681294 LCS 5” Fastrack Section ......... $75.99 
LIO681325 LCS Wi-Fi Module ................. $151.99 
LIO681326 Serial Converter 2 (SER2) ....... $53.99 
LIO681499 LCS DB9 Cable w. Power Sup $31.99 
LIO681500 LCS PDI 1’ Cable .................... $10.99 
LIO681501 LCS PDI 3’ Cable .................... $12.49 
LIO681502 LCS PDI 10’ Cable .................. $15.99 
LIO681503 LCS PDI 20’ Cable .................. $15.99 
LIO681639 ACS2 Acc. Switch Controller ... $99.99 
LIO681640 BPC2 Block Power Controller.. $99.99 
LIO681641 AMC Acc. Motor Controller ...... $89.99 
LIO682728 STM2 Switch Throw Monitor ... $86.99 
 wwwwww..nniicchhoollaassssmmiitthhttrraaiinnss..ccoomm  



O Premium Sets 
No Track and Transformer 

LIO683092 Steel City Switcher Set ......... $1109.99 
LIO684296 SP Salad Bowl Express .......... $809.99 
LIO1922070 PRR Limited LC+ 2.0 ........... $709.98 
LIO1922040 Santa Fe Gold Bonnet Set .... $899.98 
LIO2022040 Manufactures Railway Set .... $719.99 
LIO2022100 PRR Trainmaster Set ........... $809.99 
LIO2022110 CNJ Red Baron Set .............. $809.99 
LIO2022120 Lionel SF 120th Anniv Set .... $899.99 
LIO2122010 Aliquippa P&LE Set .............. $764.98 
LIO2122030 Southern Freight Set ............ $764.98 
LIO2122070 Asa Packer Set ................... $1979.98 
LIO2122140 SF High Speed Set............. $2249.98 
LIO2122160 New Hope & Ivyland Set....... $899.99 
LIO2122170 SF Valley Flyer Set ............. $1979.98 
LIO2122180 NKP Work Train Set ............. $899.99 

American Flyer Legacy Locos 
LIO192120X 1/2 ClinchField U36C ........... $539.99 
LIO202105X 1/2 CITIRail ES44AC ........... $539.99 
LIO202106X 1/2 FEC ES44AC ................. $539.99 
LIO202109X 1/2 NS ES44AC ................... $539.99 
LIO2021100 UP ES44AC .......................... $539.99 
LIO2121060 B&O Pacific .......................... $629.99 
LIO2121070 GN Pacific ............................ $629.99 
LIO2121080 NYC Pacific .......................... $629.99 

American Flyer Rolling Stock 
LIO644063 A/F SF 3-Bay Hopper #78754…$45.99 
LIO644064 A/F SF 3-Bay Hopper #78792…$45.99 
LIO644090 A/F B&O 2-Bay Hop #727056…$45.99 
LIO644092 A/F B&O 2-Bay Hop #727237…$45.99 
LIO644103 A/F NYC 2-Bay Hop #870614…$45.99 
LIO644140 A/F Merchants Dispatch………..$48.99 
LIO2119010 75th Anniv Boxcar................... $49.99  
LIO2119030 Bethlehem Steel Flatcar ......... $56.98 
LIO2119050 PRR Dep. Center Flatcar ........ $56.98 
LIO2119060 PP&L Dep. Center Flatcar ...... $56.98 
LIO2119080 Berk Woodside Reefer………..$48.98 
LIO2119090 Century Beer Reefer ............... $48.98 
LIO2119120 Senate Beer Reefer ................ $48.98 
LIO2119150 USAF Missile Flat Car ............ $44.98 
LIO2119160 Polar Express Searchlight Car $49.98 
LIO2119180DAMB DODX Searchlight Car 
     Above has damaged box ....................... $40.00 
LIO211920X 1/2 CSX Gondola ................... $48.98 
LIO211926X 1,4,5 C&O Hopper .................. $45.99 
LIO2119340 Hercules Powder Tank Car ..... $48.99 
LIO2119350 Sparton Oil Tank Car .............. $48.99 

MTH Locomotives 
MTH20211391 Santa Fe FT A Unit .......... $409.99 
MTH20214321 WC SD35 ........................ $459.99 
MTH30205241 GE Demo ES44AC ......... $364.99 
MTH30206061 CSX F40PH #9999 ......... $309.99 
MTH30207031 UP SD70ACe #1111 ........ $319.99 

 
MTH2064021 4 Pk  $409.99 

Amtrak Amfleet Capstone  
Passenger Cars   

NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  SSMMIITTHH  TTRRAAIINNSS 
MODEL RAILROADING FOR ALL SEASONS® 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE, or GIVE US A CALL 
2343 West Chester Pike Broomall, PA 19008  

Just 1 Minute off I-476 Exit 9  
Jan 2023 Classic Toy Trains Ad ● 113 Years Selling Trains 

Prices Subject to Change Without Notice.  

 
 

MIN. Order: $30.00 -15% Restocking Fee on Returns  
Product information and orders (610) 353.8585 

Most domestic orders will follow shipping schedule below* 
$0.00 - $500.00 - $15.00 

$500.01- $1100.00 - $20.00 
$1100.01 - $1500.00 - $30.00 

*Orders with Track, Power & Control Devices, Sets, Expan-
sion Packs, Oversized Items, & SALE ITEMS will be 

charged Actual Shipping 
 No P.O. Box’s, PA Residents Add 6% Sales Tax 

Not responsible for typographical errors   

MTH20207751 Amtrak 44 
Ton #1100  
$399.99 

MTH20207741 ConDot 
P40 #836    $444.99 

**SALE ITEMS** 
O Locomotives 

Lionel Locos below are sold without warranty 
LIO68279X 6/7 Conrail SD38 .................. $475.00 
LIO684261 CSX SD40.............................. $500.00 
LIO68426X 8/9 WM SD40 ........................ $500.00 
LIO684511 NYC S2 Electric #101............ $600.00 
LIO684843 GE Demo AC6000 Green ...... $500.00 
LIO684844 GE Demo AC6000 Red ......... $500.00 
LIO68484X 8/9 CSX Diversity AC6000.... $500.00 
LIO685018 ACL SW 7 .............................. $400.00 
LIO685180 Great Northern 2-6-6-2 ....... $1150.00 
LIO685219 Conrail Powered B ............... $350.00 
LIO1933528 LV FB-2 Powered ................ $340.00 
LIO1933529 LV FB-2 Superbase ............. $320.00 
LIO2031400 Lionel Lines GS-4 #120 .... $1600.00 
LIO1933758 Santa Fe FB Powered B.….$349.98 

O Freight Cars & Accessories 
LIO627496 Polar RR Covered Hopper ..... $43.99 
LIO639362 Thomas Kinkd Emerald Box .. $31.99 
LIO682664 B&LE Gondola & Flatcar ...... $109.99 
MTH2093661 US Army Waffle Boxcar ...... $49.99 

LIO1933740 Reading  
FA AA  $849.99 

MTH Rolling Stock 
MTH2064088 SF Gold Bonnet 4 Car set ..$399.98 
MTH2092274 US Army Flat w. Humvee…$349.99 
MTH2093699 NS 50’ DD Boxcar …………..$65.99 
MTH2093740 Alaska 50’ DD Boxcar ………$60.99 
MTH2094284 Thermice Reefer ……………$57.99 
MTH2094291 SF R50B Reefer …………….$64.99 
MTH2095217 Amtrak Flatcar w. Trailer …...$64.99 
MTH3068122 UP Flag Baggage Car ……...$59.99 
MTH3068127 UP Bush 41 Baggage Car …$69.99 
MTH3068171 SP Full Dome Car…………..$59.99 
MTH3073493 BNSF Tank Car ……………..$47.99 
MTH3073550 Exxon Tank Car (Plated) …...$50.99 
MTH3073554 Bio Fuel Tank Car.…………..$50.99 
MTH3074874 NS 50’ DD Plugged Boxcar..$47.99 
MTH3074927 POW/MIA 40’ High Cube…..$47.99 
MTH3075613 IPL 4 Bay Hopper …………...$47.99 
MTH3075631 RF&P Map Hopper Car…….$50.99 
MTH3076546 PRR Flat w. Trailer…………. $54.99 
MTH3076615 UP Flat w. Lumber Load …...$49.99 
MTH3076665 PRR Flat w. Trailer ………….$49.99 
MTH3076675 NS Flat w. 2 Transits………..$49.99 
MTH3076676 BNSF Flat w. 2 Transits…….$49.99 
MTH3076724 PRR Flat w. 2 Firebirds …….$49.99 
MTH3076749 CSX Center Beam Flat……..$50.99 
MTH3076797 US Army Husky Stack………$56.99 
MTH3076838 Biden Billboard Flatcar……..$59.99 

 

LIO1933748 Reading FB Powered B ...... $419.98 
LIO1933749 Reading FB Superbass B.... $399.98 
LIO1933758 Santa Fe FB Powered B ..... $349.98 
LIO2133860 Lehigh Valley SW8 .............. $469.98 
LIO2133870 Penn Central SW8 .............. $469.98 
LIO2233861 Alaska SD70Mac #4001 ...... $599.99 
LIO2233868 Alaska SD70Mac Superbas $499.99 
MTH20207721 NJT P40 #4800 ............... $444.99 
MTH20207731 NJT P40 #4803 ............... $449.99 
MTH305211 Strasburg Bump & Go Trolley $64.99 
ATL3009969S Strasburg Oper Dump Car..$89.99 

ATL3003216S NJ Transit  
17600 Tank      $79.99 

Lionel Legacy Locomotives 
LIO1931750 D&RGW 2-10-4 #1450...….$1349.98 
LIO1933242 Pilbara Rail C44-9W…….….$494.98 
LIO193330X 1/2 GE Demo ES44AC...…..$539.98 
LIO1933498 Alco Demo FB-2 Pwd…...….$404.98 
LIO1933500 C&NW FA AA………………..$809.98 
LIO1933508 C&NW FB-2 Pwd…………...$404.98 
LIO1933518 CP FB-2 Pwd………………..$404.98 
LIO1933538 MP FB-2 Pwd………………..$404.98 
LIO1933540 NYC FA AA Set………...……$809.98 
LIO1933548 NYC FB-2 Pwd………………$404.98 
LIO1933562 Long Island FA Cab Car……$389.98 
LIO1933575 Milwaukee Road Bipolar ... $1169.98  
LIO1933580 GN Bipolar ........................ $1169.98 
LIO1933600 NYC Bipolar ...................... $1169.98 
LIO1933740 Reading FA AA Set…………$849.98 
LIO1933748 Reading FB-2 Pwd…………$419.98 
LIO1933749 RDG FB-2 Superbass….…..$399.98 
LIO2131282 Reading T1 #2101 ............ $1529.98  
LIO2031300 RBM&N Legacy T1 ........... $1529.98 
LIO2031320 Freedom Train T1 ............. $1529.98 
LIO2031370 Bethlehem Steel B6Sb ........ $629.98 
LIO2033090 Ford S-2 Switcher ............... $449.98 
LIO2033100 Mooristown & Eire S-2 ........ $499.98 
LIO2033248 Alaska F7B Powered .......... $404.98 
LIO2033249 Alaska F7B Superbass ....... $395.98 
LIO2033310 UP SD70ACe #4141 ........... $539.98 
LIO2033319 UP SD70ACe #4141Dummy$269.98 
LIO2033490 CSX SD40 .......................... $494.98 
LIO2033511 GM&O SD40 ....................... $494.98 
LIO2033600 UP SD70ACe #1111 ............ $539.98 
LIO2033629 CSX #1776 Dummy ............ $314.98 
LIO2131150 Clichfield 2-8-8-2 ............... $1709.98 
LIO2131250 GM&O 4-6-2 ..................... $1349.98 
LIO2131340 L&HR 2-8-2 ...................... $1169.98 
LIO2133030 NYC E7 AA ......................... $899.99 
LIO2133039 NYC E7 B Unit .................... $404.98 
LIO213319X 1/2 Seaboard GP7 ............. $449.98 
LIO213320X 1/2 Texas & Pacific GP7 ..... $449.98 
LIO2133210 Santa Fe Shark AA ............. $854.98 
LIO2133218 Santa Fe Shark B Powered $386.98 
LIO2133270 PRR Shark AA Green ......... $854.98 
LIO213331X 1/2 ACL SD70Ace .............. $539.98 
LIO2133331 B&O SD70Ace .................... $539.98 
LIO213334X 1/2 B&M SD70Ace ............. $539.98 
LIO213337X 1/2 Monon SD70Ace .......... $539.98 
LIO2133380 Erie Lack PA AA .................. $899.98 
LIO2133400 MKT PA AA ......................... $899.98 
LIO2133410 NH PA AA ........................... $899.98 
LIO2133441 BNSF GP30 #2472 ............. $479.98 
LIO2133471 KCS GP 30 #4100 .............. $479.98 
LIO2133510 Alaska Veranda................. $1484.98 
LIO2133580 Coors SW8 ......................... $449.98 
LIO2133620 Seaboard Coast Line SW8 . $449.98 
LIO2133760 Biden SD70Ace .................. $539.98 
LIO2221050 SF 2-8-8-2 #1796……..…..$1619.99 
LIO2221060 B&O 2-8-8-2 #7150…...…..$1619.99 
LIO2221070 SF 2-8-8-2 #1796…….…....$1619.99 
LIO2231191 SP AC-12 Cab Forward…...$1799.98 
LIO2231200 SP AC-12 Cab Forward…..$1799.98 
LIO2231250 UP/OSL 4-12-2…………….$1529.98 
LIO223305X 1/2 CSX SD70Mac ............. $584.98 
LIO223306X 1/2 NS SD70Mac ............... $584.98 
LIO223309X 1/2 EMD SD45 ................... $539.98 
LIO223312X 1/2 NS SD45 ...................... $539.98 

MTH Trolleys 
MTH305146 Xmas Bump-N-Go Trolley……$74.99 
MTH305200 Xmas Bump-N-Go Trolley……$82.99 
MTH305201 Market St Bump-N-Go Trolley.$69.99 
MTH305204 PTC Bump-N-Go Trolley…..…$69.99 
MTH305210 SF Bump-N-Go Trolley…….…$69.99 
MTH305211 Strasburg Bump-N-Go Trolley.$69.99 
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ATL3003217S NJ Transit  
17600 Tank      $79.99 

Christmas 
LIO627263 Polar RR PS-1 Boxcar ............ $52.99 
LIO627496 Polar RR PS-2 Hopper ............ $43.99 
LIO627946 Christmas Savings Bond Box .. $39.99 
LIO627949 PRR Christmas Merch. Box. ... $56.99 
LIO636170 Partridge in a Pear Tree Reef .. $41.99 
LIO637151 Christmas Street Lamps Red 3$29.99 
LIO639364 2013 Christmas Boxcar ........... $44.99 
LIO639477 Flat w. Reindeer Trailers ......... $44.99 
LIO682050 Santa’s Workshop w. Sound . $164.99 
LIO682051 North Pole Central Ice House.. $84.99 
LIO682743 Santa Reindeer Station ........... $37.49 
LIO682748 Silver Bell Casting  .................. $52.99 
LIO682877 Kinkade Polar Express Boxcar $63.99 
LIO683791 Donald Duck Holiday Boxcar .. $63.99 
LIO683925 Frosty Boxcar.......................... $63.99 
LIO683952 Minnie Mouse Holiday Boxcar . $63.99 
LIO684340 Santa & Snowman Tag Boxcar $67.99 
LIO684341 Tell-Tale Reindeer Car............. $59.99 
LIO684747 2018 Christmas Boxcar ........... $50.99 
LIO1923150 Winter Wonderland Set ....... $319.99 
LIO1929090 Lighted Covered Bridge ........ $54.99 
LIO1929130 Elf Tug of War ....................... $56.99 
LIO1932100 North Pole Central Berk ...... $449.99 
LIO1938420 Christmas Story Boxcar ........ $64.99 
LIO2025010 Lighted Fastrack 10” 4Pk ...... $51.99 
LIO2025020 Lighted Fastrack O-36 4Pk.... $51.99 
LIO2025080 Lighted 40”x60” Oval ........... $132.99 
LIO2028340 ATT Gondola ......................... $60.98 
LIO2028360 Mickey & Friends Boxcar ...... $53.99 
LIO2028480 ATT Christmas Boxcar .......... $56.98 
LIO2028510 Santa Spec. Delv. Boxcar...... $56.98 
LIO2138020 ATT Well Stocked Shelves Box .........$63.98 
LIO2228050 Budweiser Holiday Stein Reefer……$72.99 
LIO2229120 Christmas Barn ................... $149.99 
LIO318703 Lionscale Hopper .................... $45.99 
MTH2095398 Christmas Flatcar w. Trailer . $67.99 
MTH3011062 Christmas Figures 6 Pcs ..... $19.99 
MTH3072210 Snowman Gondola w. Lights$64.99 
MTH3072211 Snowman Gondola w. Lights$64.99 
MTH3072195 Lighted Gondola w. Santa ... $64.99 
MTH3076740 Christmas Flat w. 40’ Trailer $49.99 

Lionel Gift Items 
LIO941031 Lionel Canvas Tote ................. $21.99 
LIO941040 Lionel Money Clip ................... $23.99 
LIO941051 Lionel Leather Coasters .......... $31.99 
LIO942023 Lionel Pub Table (Oversized) $299.99 

Thomas the Tank 
LIO683510 Thomas Passenger LC Set….$179.99 
LIO1823031 Diesel w/ LC Remote….……..$84.99 
LIO1928650 Percy Boxcar ........................ $56.99 
LIO1929160 Sir Topham Hat Gateman…...$89.99 
LIO2028170 Nia Boxcar ............................ $56.98 
LIO2028180 Rebecca Boxcar ................... $56.98 
LIO2028190 Gordon Boxcar ...................... $56.98 
LIO2028430 Thomas Birthday Car.……..…$59.99 

Williams 
WIL40607 B&O 4-6-0 #1357…………..….$229.99 
WIL40608 SP 4-6-0 #10………...……..….$229.99 
WIL23002 Rock Island RS3………………$259.99 
WIL23102 AT&SF 44 Ton Switcher………$199.94 
WIL23105 PRR 44 Ton Switcher……....…$244.94 
WIL23106 CN 44 Ton Switcher……...……$244.94 
WIL23107 UP 44 Ton Switcher………...…$244.94 
WIL23201 UP FA-1 w/ Trueblast Plus……$339.99 
WIL23202 CP FA-1 w/ Trueblast Plus……$339.99 
WIL23203 Erie FA-1 w/ Trueblast Plus…..$339.99 

Lionel Am Flyer Legacy Diesels 
LIO19211071 A/F CN SD70ACe………….$479.99 
LIO1921080 A/F CSX SD70ACe……...….$479.99 
LIO1921091 A/F EMDX SD70ACe…..…..$479.99 
LIO1921101 A/F Ferromex SD70ACe…...$479.99 
LIO1921111 A/F KCS De Mex SD70AC…$479.99 
LIO1921121 A/F MRL SD70ACe……..…..$479.99 
LIO1921130 A/F UP Spirit SD70ACe…….$479.99 
LIO1921140 A/F UP No Flag SD70ACe....$479.99 
LIO1921032 A/F Conrail U33C...……..…..$479.99 
LIO1921041 A/F D & H U33C….……..…..$479.99 
LIO1921052 A/F Guilford U33C…………..$479.99 
LIO1921062 A/F ICG U33C…………..…..$479.99 

Lionel Accessories 
LIO612888 #154 Railroad Flasher .............. $41.99 
LIO614090 Banjo Signal ............................. $44.99 
LIO614218 Downtown People Pack ........... $17.99 
LIO614241 Work Crew People Pack .......... $17.99 
LIO616882 12” Half Covered Bridge ........... $44.99 
LIO637112 Helicopter 2 Pack ..................... $19.99 
LIO637172 Gooseneck Lamp Black 2 Pk ... $25.49 
LIO637174 Classic Street Lights 3 Pk ........ $29.99 
LIO637834 Boat Loader Boats 4 Pcs ......... $18.99 
LIO637851 Scale Telephone Poles ............. $22.99 
LIO637986 NJ Transit Blinking Billboard ..... $15.00 
LIO681433 PRR Crossing Shanty .............. $16.99 
LIO682016 Oil Pump .................................. $44.99 
LIO682017 Operating Billboard PEP .......... $52.99 
LIO683440 Rico Station Kit ........................ $45.99 
LIO683442 Large Suburban House ............ $67.99 
LIO683635 N. American Smoke Loader ... $262.99 
LIO684769 Wilie E Coyote Ambush Shack . $91.99 
LIO684792 PEP House Under Construction$75.99 
LIO684886 Frisco 40’ Trailer 2 Pack ........... $48.99 
LIO1929110 Halloween House PEP ........... $97.99 
LIO1929170 Operating Halloween House $188.99 
LIO1930140 Trolley House ......................... $37.99 
LIO1930150 Budwiser Billboard set ............ $18.99 

Rolling Stock 
LIO684438 NS 30K Gallon Takcar ............. $59.99 
LIO68458X 2/3 BNSF 65’ Mill Gondola ...... $59.99 
LIO68458X 4/5 CNW 65’ Mill Gondola ....... $59.99 
LIO68458X 6/7 CSX 65’ Mill Gondola ........ $59.99 
LIO68458X 8/9 NS 65’ Mill Gondola .......... $59.99 
LIO68459X 0/1 SP 65’ Mill Gondola .......... $59.99 
LIO68459X 2/3 UP 65’ Mill Gondola .......... $59.99 
LIO684802 Gibson Wine Tank Car ............ $55.99 
LIO684804 AE Staley Tank Car ................. $55.99 
LIO684829 BNSF 66’ Mill Gondola ............ $61.99 
LIO684838 A&O 66’ Mill Gondola .............. $61.99 
LIO684841 S&H 66’ Mill Gondola .............. $61.99 
LIO684861 BNSF Husky Stack ................. $98.99 
LIO68487X 2/3 PRR 50’ Flat w. Trailer ...... $89.99 
LIO68487X 4/5 TTX 50’ Flat w. Trailer ....... $89.99 
LIO68487X 6/7 UP 50’ Flat w. Trailer ......... $89.99 
LIO684888 PRR X31 Boxcar ..................... $59.99 
LIO68492X 2/3 CSX Cylindrical Hopper .... $67.99 
LIO685066 TTX Husky Stack w. EOT ...... $112.99 
LIO685069 AZRC Husky Stack w. EOT ... $112.99 
LIO685076 UP Caboose w. Camera .......... $95.99 
LIO685077 NS Caboose w. Camera .......... $95.99 
LIO685248 Budweiser Reefer ................... $59.99 
LIO685290 PRR MOW 3 Pack Hopper .... $169.99 
LIO685299 Reading & Northern Caboose . $74.99 
LIO685323 Scooby-Doo Boxcar ................ $63.98 
LIO1926012 CSX 4 Door Boxcar ............... $75.98 
LIO1926120 Santa Fe Freightsounds Ref $112.98 
LIO192613X 1-3 PRR Bunk Car ................ $74.98 
LIO192640X 1/2 D&RGW 50’ Bulkhead flat$74.98 
LIO1926480 Halloween 50’ Boxcar............ $59.98 
LIO1926492 UP Challenger Caboose ........ $74.98 
LIO1926640 PRR Frightsounds Boxcar ... $102.98 
LIO1926722 PRR Flat w. Tank .................. $98.98 

LionChief + Loco 
LIO683605 US Presidents 2-8-2 .............. $362.99 
LIO1932030 NKP Berkshire LC+ 2.0…….$449.98 
LIO1932080 Disney Berkshire LC+ 2.0….$472.98 
LIO1932090 PE Berkshire LC+ 2.0……....$449.98 
LIO1932100 NPC Berkshire LC+ 2.0…….$449.98 
LIO193401X 1/2 BNSF ET44AC............. .$359.98 
LIO1934041 UP ET44AC………………….$359.98 
LIO2032210 Great Northern 0-8-0…….....$199.98 
LIO2032220 Reading 0-8-0……………….$199.98 
LIO2032230 Southern 0-8-0………………$199.98 
LIO2132040 SP Lionmaster AC-12……..$1169.98 
LIO2132070 PRR 4-4-0 General LC+ 2.0.$247.99 
LIO2132090 PRR Baby K4 LC+2.0#1361.$499.98 
LIO2132100 PRR Baby K4 LC+2.0#3750.$499.98 
LIO2134010 ACL GP7 #105………………$337.98 
LIO2134090 LV RS-3 #216………………..$339.98 
LIO2134100 PRR RS-3 #4044..…………..$339.98 
LIO2134110 SF RS-3 #2098………..……..$339.98 
LIO2134120 Southern RS-3 #520….……..$339.98 
LIO2232040 LLC Hudson #773…………...$539.98 
LIO2232100 B&O Pacific LC+ 2.0…...…...$606.99 
LIO2232110 D&RG Pacific LC+ 2.0….…...$606.99 
LIO2232120 LV Pacific LC+ 2.0…………..$606.99 
LIO2232130 R&N Pacific LC+ 2.0………...$606.99 
LIO2234020 Amtrak 50th Anniv LC+2.0.…$519.99      

Lionel Premium Sets 
LIO684296 SP Salad Bowl Express ........ $809.99 
LIO1922020 NKP Fast Freight LC+ 2.0…$709.98 
LIO1922030 Harding Funeral Train Set $1799.98 
LIO1922070 Pennsy Ltd. LC+ 2.0 Set…..$709.98 
LIO2022040 Manufactures Railway Set .. $719.98 
LIO2022110 CNJ Red Baron SD40 Set .. $809.98 
LIO2022120 Santa Fe F3 120Th Av Set . $899.98 
LIO2122030 Southern Freight Set……….$764.98 
LIO2122040 PRR John Bull Display Set..$899.98 
LIO2122050 C & A John Bull Set….……..$949.98 
LIO2122060 “Uncle Sam” John Bull Set...$949.98 
LIO2122170 Santa Fe Valley Flyer Set..$1979.98 
LIO2122100 Amtrak Acela Concept Set.$2249.98 
LIO2122140 SF High Speed Set……….$2249.98 
LIO2222030  BNSF Hustle Muscle Frt…..$998.99 

Lionchief Remote Set 
LIO681262 UP Flyer Lionchief Set………$319.99 
LIO683072 PRR Keystone Special  ........ $269.99 
LIO684719 Santa Fe Super Chief  .......... $369.99 
LIO2023040 Disney Frozen Set.............. $319.98 
LIO2023050 Area 51 Set ........................ $345.98 
LIO2023110 Toy Story Set ..................... $319.98 
LIO2023130 Star Trek Set ...................... $359.98 
LIO2123010 C&O Steam Set…................$319.99 
LIO2123030 KCS ET44 Set……...……….$329.98 
LIO2123040 John Deere Diesel Set……..$359.99 
LIO2123080 Space Launch Set……...…..$319.98 
LIO2123140 Hogwarts Set W/ 5.0 Sound.$344.99 
LIO2223010 Army Freight Set……...…….$360.98 
LIO2223060 Lionel Lines Mixed Freight...$289.99 
LIO2222050 GCR Steam Pass Set….....$1213.99 

Polar Express 
LIO628425 Elf Handcar ............................ $85.99 
LIO682735 PE Conductor Gateman ......... $99.99 
LIO682877 PE Thomas Kinkade Boxcar... $63.99 
LIO683185 PE Elf Figure Pack ................. $24.99 
LIO683249 PE Combo Car (Black Roof) .. $52.99 
LIO683645 PE Story Boxcars (2pk) ........ $127.99 
LIO684600 PE Combo Car (Snow) ........... $56.99 
LIO684602 PE Disappearing Hobo (Snow)$60.99 
LIO684603 PE Hot Chocolate Car (Snow) $56.99 
LIO684604 PE Dining Car  (Snow Roof) ... $56.99 
LIO684605 PE Baggage (Snow Roof) ...... $56.99 
LIO684811 PE Scale Baggage Car......... $149.99 
LIO684813 PE Scale Coach Car ............ $149.99 
LIO685410 PE Hero Boy House ............... $76.99 
LIO685271 PE Illuminated Flag Pole ........ $45.99 
LIO1923030 PE 15th Anniv Train Set ..... $349.99 
LIO1926820 PE Scale Boxcar w. Sounds $109.99 
LIO1928400 PE Hero Boy Boxcar ............ $74.99 
LIO1929060 PE Station Platform .............. $42.99 
LIO1932090 PE LC+2.0 Berkshire.......... $472.99 
LIO1933620 PE Legacy Bipolar............. $1169.98 
LIO2028470 PE Present Mint Car ............ $79.98 
LIO2026250 PE I12 Caboose ................... $83.99 
LIO2029050 PE Station ............................ $92.99 
LIO2030140 PE Elf Warming Sheds ......... $45.99 
LIO2030150 PE Barrel Shed .................... $19.98 
LIO2119160 PE Searchlight Car…………..$49.98 
LIO2128280 PE Boxcar…………………….$57.99 
LIO2128210 PE Girder Bridge Flat Car…..$64.98 
LIO2135050 PE Speeder…………..……..$134.99 
LIO2228080 PE Aquarium Car…………….$90.99 

Lionel Legacy/LCS Items 
LIO614294 #993 Legacy Expansion Set .. $304.99 
LIO634120 TMCC Direct Lockon ............... $47.99 
LIO637125 Legacy Writable Module .......... $15.99 
LIO637146 Legacy Powermaster .............. $99.99 
LIO637147 Cab-1L w. Command Base.... $209.99 
LIO637155 Cab-1L Remote ..................... $129.99 
LIO637156 Base for Cab-1L……………...$109.99 
LIO637921 ZW-L Transformer ................. $769.99 
LIO637947 GW-180 Transformer ............ $276.99 
LIO681294 LCS 5” Fastrack Section ......... $75.99 
LIO681325 LCS Wi-Fi Module ................. $151.99 
LIO681326 Serial Converter 2 (SER2) ....... $53.99 
LIO681499 LCS DB9 Cable w. Power Sup $31.99 
LIO681500 LCS PDI 1’ Cable .................... $10.99 
LIO681501 LCS PDI 3’ Cable .................... $12.49 
LIO681502 LCS PDI 10’ Cable .................. $15.99 
LIO681503 LCS PDI 20’ Cable .................. $15.99 
LIO681639 ACS2 Acc. Switch Controller ... $99.99 
LIO681640 BPC2 Block Power Controller.. $99.99 
LIO681641 AMC Acc. Motor Controller ...... $89.99 
LIO682728 STM2 Switch Throw Monitor ... $86.99 
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WITH BOB KELLER

Modern era notes

Creativity in the key of ‘O’
These products were standouts in a time 

of copious production

T OFTEN WHEN WE’RE TALK-
ING ABOUT creativity in modern toy 
trains, we tend to focus on things like 
how many LEDs the latest diesel model 
has, the features of the latest sound or 
command-control system upgrades, or 
innovative details like smoking whistles. 

While browsing through a stack of 
old Classic Toy Trains, I was thinking 
about how the sheer volume of produc-
tion from Lionel, MTH, 
and K-Line obscured a 
lot of great products. 
There was so much com-
ing out that everyone 
(myself included) was 
dazzled by the latest 
jumbo steamer, hotshot 
diesel, or freight car you were certain 
would never be made in O or S gauge. 

Here are a few models that I think 
deserved more attention and which are 
underappreciated today. If you want to 
go back for a look, I’ve also listed the 
issue their review appeared in.

Marx elevated train set with 
track elevators (March 1998)
Jim and Debbie Flynn’s iteration of Marx 

was a jewel of a company,  trying to keep 
the heritage of tin litho trains alive and 
expand upon them. The Marx O gauge 
elevated train itself was interesting in 
that it was decorated in an attractive 
Chicago Transit Authority livery. 

But the power car was just a motor-
ized passenger car. Users were advised 
not to expand the train length because 
of the lack of pulling power. It also had a 

sound car that triggered 
station announcements 
in sequence. 

But what I thought 
was the best element of 
the set was the inclusion 
of stamped-metal stan-
chions to elevate O-27 

track! The metal had an authentic aura 
from countless movies where trains 
rumbled overhead, but all you could see 
were steel supports reaching skyward. 

The outfit came with parts to assem-
ble a dozen of them, and additional 
12-piece sets were available separately.

This was a neat innovation from a 
small company trying to expand its foot-
print. It was also one more option for 
building an urban railroading scene.

BEER CANS ARE 
ONE THING, BUT A 

BEER TRAIN IS 
SOMETHING ELSE!

Not your dad’s beer cars: 
MTH’s Coors Light Silver 
Bullet Train sported some 
serious engineering. 

Want more 

?

Go to 

classictoytrains.com/newsletter 

for more info.
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Lionel atomic reactor (May 2001)
One thing you can say about the Classic 
Toy Trains workshop is that when the 
lights are on and sounds can be heard, 
people from different departments 
almost always stick their heads in to see 
what’s going on.

The Lionel No. 463 nuclear reactor 
was a product that definitely drew a 
crowd. Its centerpiece is a glowing disco 
ball “reactor.” Flashing lights in assorted 
colors suggest big stuff is happening 
inside the plant!

To power this nuclear fury you need 
raw materials. A moving magnetic arm 
reaches down into a nearby gondola 
and picks up “fresh” nuclear fuel (ball 
bearings), dumping it in a bin for use. 

Now, since you’ve secretly loaded 
glow-in-the-dark fuel pellets in another 
compartment, you can get on to part 
two: taking out the nuclear trash! Trig-
ger the control and a hatch lowers, 
allowing the “spent” nuclear fuel to be 
loaded into the same gondola!  

Totally unrealistic (unless maybe, 
you’re an ex-Soviet nuclear engineer), 
but really cool. Pure fantasy and all fun!

MTH Coors Light Silver Bullet 
Train (November 2007)
Beer cars are one thing, but a beer train 
is something else!

The design is the Coors Silver Bullet 
train from commercials and print ads – 
rendered in O gauge. The outfit is 
futuristic, and I hoped it would be the 
start of a sort of science fiction railway 
line, but that was not to be.

Packing a rock ‘n’ roll playing sound 
system, opening cargo doors, and an icy 
blast of smoke-fluid “frost” when the 
boxcar hatches lifted, this MTH train 
was like nothing anybody had ever 
seen. It was bold and daring, but I sup-
pose it had too many marks against it. 

Although brewery rolling stock is 
pretty popular, if you like Grain Belt or 
Yuengling, are you going to run it that 
often? Second, while it looks like a Buck 
Rogers train, it doesn’t fit in the typical 
O gauge line, and would probably end 
up on a shelf; $500 was a lot to pay for a 
novelty. Third, and I heard this often, 

“Why should I pay to 
advertise their product?”

So creativity comes in 
all sizes in O gauge, but it 
doesn’t necessarily mean 
success. 

TEXAS TRAINS
CTT • 05/01/2016 • 2C • 1/12

www.txtrains.com
texastrains@yahoo.com
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SONOS MODELS INC-A
CTT • 09/01/2016 • BW • 1/12

BRASSEUR ELECTRIC TRAINS  INC
CTT • 11/01/2017 • 4C • 1/6 H

Just 90 miles north of Detroit, just off I-75.

     Tue.-Sat. 10:00-5:00
     410 Court St., Saginaw, MI 48602

   989-793-6887
www.brasseurelectrictrains.com

     Tue.-Sat. 10:00-5:00

ELECTRIC TRAINS

OVER 25,000 PARTSOVER 25,000 PARTS

40 years of Lionel service and sales. 
Authorized MTH service and sales.

Best Source for K-LINE parts.

217 Central Way, Kirkland, WA 98033
email: eastsidetrains@msn.com (425)828-4098

Your hobby specialists since 
1983 located in the heart of 
downtown Kirkland

Lionel, MTH, LGB, 
Piko, USA, Walthers, 
Athearn, Bachmann, 
MicroTrains, Kato, 

American Flyer & so 
much more

Shop Online @ www.eastsidetrains.com

GARGRAVES TRACKAGE CORP
CTT • 02/01/2020 • BW • 1/6 H

Looking to build a new layout?

Visit our website, give us a call or stop in to your  
local dealer and ask for GarGraves Track Products.

GarGraves Trackage Corp.
8967 Ridge Road

North Rose, NY 14516
315-483-6577

email gargraves@gargraves.comwww.GarGraves.com

We have been manufacturing track, switches, operating  
and special tracks for 80 years.

Look no further, GarGraves has what you need for your model railroad empire!
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HAVE A QUESTION?  
Write to “Questions & Answers” at Classic Toy Trains, 
P.O. Box 1612, Waukesha, WI 53187-1612, or email 
us at qsandas@ClassicToyTrains.com and put the 
words “questions & answers” in the subject line. 

During the years Lionel cataloged the No. 2243 Santa Fe F3 (1955-57), the O-27 diesel had a 
single motor. One reader wants to know if he can add a second one.

Z-Stuff crossing gate problems

Q  I have a new set of Z-Stuff for Trains No. 
DZ-1010 crossing gates. When I test them 

the bell rings and the lights flash continually, 
but the arms don’t lower and the red LED indi-
cator lights won’t go off no matter how I place 
the two signal units. I’ve tried them with and 
without a pair of dwarf signals and end up with 
the same results. How do I fix this problem?         
– Mike Blakesley, Forsyth, Mont.

A If the crossing gates are brand new 
and have the issues you mentioned, 

you should contact the manufacturer and 
request replacements. Trying to fix them 
may only compound the problem, which 
in turn may make it impossible for you to 
obtain new crossing gates or get a refund.

Substituting postwar tender shell

Q I recently purchased a Lionel No. 8006 
Atlantic Coast Line 4-6-4 Silver Shadow 

locomotive and tender (introduced in 1980). 
Unfortunately, the sound system in the tender 
no longer works. I noticed that this is consid-
ered a “2046 streamlined tender.” Does that 
mean I can put the shell over a postwar 2046W 
tender to get a tender with a whistle? –  Ron 
Kozora, San Francisco, Calif.

A You’re right about how the shell for 
the 8006 tender was made using the 

same mold as the 2046. It should fit the 
frame perfectly. But there is one problem. 
In the early 1970s, Lionel altered the inte-
rior to accommodate the components for 
the Mighty Sound of Steam. There were 
added walls and posts to hold the speaker 
and create a baffle to deflect or regulate 
the passage of the sound.

These changes will prevent you from 
dropping the tender shell over the postwar 
whistle assembly. If you cut them out of 
the way to make it fit, just don’t crack the 
shell while removing the inner wall. 

WITH JOSEPH L. MANIA & THE CTT STAFF

Questions & answers

Adding a motor to a Lionel F3
How to double the power in a Santa Fe diesel

Q I want to add another motor and drive wheels to my Lionel No. 2243 Santa Fe F3 diesel 
A unit so it’s like my No. 2343 F3 that came equipped with two motors. The frames and 
shells of these two postwar locomotives seem similar or even identical, so I should be 

able to make the change. Otherwise, how can I run my two 2243 units together and keep them 
at the same speed? – Robert Czarnowski, Oxford, Mich.

A The frames are essentially the same, with both locomotives equipped with horizon-
tal motors. You’ll have to obtain a new horn and mount it the way the horn is 

installed in your 2343. Of course, you will also need the motor assembly and power 
truck to replace the unpowered truck you now have.

Therefore, you should be aware that the cost of the parts may come close to the cost 
of a complete running frame with two motors. Even one with no cab or a damaged cab 
would be an option; just mount your cab on the new frame.

Q I have a couple of Lionel No. 1681 steam 
locomotives from the pre-World War II era 

and don’t see a lockout lever on them. Was one 
originally installed? Also, did American Flyer O 
gauge engines from the same period (middle 
1930s) lack that basic feature? Thanks for your 
help. – Leon Gennett, Monroe Township, N.J.

A Lionel locomotives that were origi-
nally equipped with remote-control 

reverse units (known as E-units) lock out 
in some manner. Prewar American Flyer 
locomotives also came with lockout levers, 
regardless of which reversing mechanism 
had been installed.

The No. 1681/1681E 
engine and tender pair 
reigned over the Lionel 
Jr. line of low-end sets 
in 1934 and ’35. Artwork 
in the catalog for 1935 
showed the lockout lever 
on the top of the body.

Lockouts on prewar engines
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MAINLINE HOBBY SUPPLY
MRR • 12/01/2018 • BW • 1/9 V

OPEN 7 
days a 
week!

Your source 
for ALL 
your Model 
Railroad supplies ALL at 
Great Prices.

www.mainlinehobby.com 

Mainline Hobby Supply, Inc. 
15066 Buchanan Trail East,  
Blue Ridge Summit, PA. 17214

717-794-2860
email: mainlinehobby@comcast.net

January 28 & 29, 2023
Eastern States Exposition

West Springfield, Massachusetts

railroadhobbyshow.com

sponsored by the Amherst Railway Society
Eastern States Exposition is the home of the BIG E Agricultural Fair

If you like railroads...

TRAINS & TRAVEL
TRN • 03/01/2018 • 2C • 1/8 V

P.O. Box 312 • PORTOLA, CA 96122
1-800-359-4870 • (530) 836-1944

TRAINS
&TRAVEL

Visit our website for details
www.traintrips.biz

CHARTER TRAIN RARE MILEAGE 
JULY 6-8, 2018

Feather River Canyon & Inside Getaway

Europe:  Serbia-Bulgaria-France
Romania-Portugal-Norway-Sweden
Slovenia-England-Scotland-Wales

Macedonia-Greece-Austria-Denmark

Asia:  China-Burma

USA:  Colorado-Utah-California
Nevada-Arizona-New Mexico

P.O. Box 312 • PORTOLA, CA 96122

1-800-359-4870 • (530) 836-1944

TRAIN TOURS USA & WORLDWIDE

• PATAGONIAN EXPRESS 
• NEVADA NORTHERN RY
• G SCALE PRE CONVENTION TOUR 
• PRIVATE RAIL CAR TOUR
• EUROPEAN TRAIN TOURS

P.O. Box 312 • PORTOLA, CA 96122
1-800-359-4870 • (530) 836-1944

Visit our website for details
www.traintrips.biz
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JT’s MEGA-STEAM

Smoke Fluid
50 PREMIUM SCENTS AVAILABLE!!!

(434) 589-2660 •10am to 6pm EST

“Spice up your holiday traditions with Mega-Steam”

• Superior smoke output
• Quick dissipation -- does not fog up your trainroom
• Safe in ALL manufacturer’s smoke units
• Proudly Made in the U.S.A. by train hobbyists
• Using only the purest & finest ingredients under strict quality control
• Celebrating 12 years of service to the hobby
• Known as “World’s Finest Smoke Fluid”

MEGA-STEAM • 11 Out of Bounds Road
Palmyra, VA 22963 • email:jkmegasteam@aol.com

For Visa / MC orders and info:

Holiday Scents:
Christmas Pine
Hot Chocolate

Bayberry Holiday
Candy Cane

Christmas Berry
Gingerbread

$5.00 per 2oz dropper bottle          $16 per 8oz refill bottle
Shipping charges as posted on our website or call for current rates.
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309-944-2620 
online at: GRHobbies.com

Scale Trains, Models & Hobby 
Supplies Specializing in  

Midwest Roads

green river hobbiesgr

119 W Exchange St Geneseo, IL 
61254 • info@grhobbies.com

Check our website for  
directions, hours, and  
ordering information!

GREEN RIVER HOBBIES

Sc
ou

t S
ays:

Santa Shops  
    Here!

Everything Model Railroad, 
Delivered Right To Your 

Door!
• Award-Winning Rewards Program

• Competitive Prices
• Email Alerts When New Product 

Arrives
• Diverse & Expansive Inventory (HO, 

N, O, S Scale)

ModelTrainStuff.com
1.888.872.4675

Products That Are Built to Last Generations!

millhouseriverstudio.com
(716) 830-5267

Turntables from 24” - 34”

Scale Transfer Table

Rotary
Coal 
Dumper

Manual  or Auto Indexing  

Tables have
Brass detail

parts

Aluminum Construction

TMCC Control

NEW

O Scale Operating Flood 
Coal Loader

Check Website for Details
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Flyer’s 5300T Miners Work Train
Breaking into a new niche in 1953

T THE A.C. GILBERT CO. 
typically fought hard for sec-
ond place in the postwar toy 
train niche. The superb loco-
motives and ingenious accesso-
ries developed for its S gauge 
American Flyer brand helped 
the firm in New Haven, Conn., 
stay in the race.

People at the Gilbert Co. 
adopted another effective, if 
overlooked, tactic. Sales execu-
tives and design engineers 
searched for niches missed by 
Lionel. They looked for types 
of rolling stock and animation 
they could pioneer and then 
dare Lionel to catch up.

The No. 5300T Miners 
Work Train set, a part of the 

cataloged Flyer line in 1953 
and ’54, exemplifies the spirit 
that drove Gilbert.

Handcar and set
The search for unexplored 
niches led the engineering 
crew to develop for 1952 a 
motorized unit, the No. 740 
American Flyer Lines handcar. 
It sped around a layout on its 
own, with its two figures 

WITH ROGER CARP

Collectible classics

appearing to drive the car’s 
motion by pumping the center 
bar up and down.

For 1953, executives 
decided to see what further use 
they could make of the new 
handcar. One way was to pack-
age it with a sheet-metal struc-
ture that served as a home for 
the 740. And so was born the 
No. 741 handcar and shed.

Another way was to create 
small, lightweight freight cars 
the handcar could pull. Gilbert 
could use them together as an 
inexpensive set. Designers 
built a prototype for a four-
wheel tipple car – the kind 
used to move ore out of mines 
and quarries transport it to 

foundries and other sites. They 
had it mass-produced and 
painted in three different col-
ors: blue, green, and red.

Meanwhile, the 740 was 
modified to accommodate the 
drawbar necessary for it to be 
connected to an ore car. By 
cutting a notch out of the 
frame on the handcar (renum-
bered 740A), the bar could be 
mounted at a different height. 

For the 5300T, a handcar came 
with 3 tipple cars, 12 curves 
and a No. 1½ transformer.

Each of the tipple cars had a 
short pin on one end and a 
hole at the other. 
Coupling them 
involved inserting 
the pin of one car 
through the hole of 
another or the one 
drilled into the bar 
on the 740A hand-
car. Engineers 
improved the roll-
ing stock by making 
it possible to dump the loads of 
ore at the touch of a finger. 
Now a young railroader or 
miner could simulate all the 
action associated with an Old 
West gold mine.

Frustrating users
The plan behind the 5300T 
was ingenious and enjoyable. 
Unfortunately for owners, the 
featherweight ore cars came 
uncoupled easily. The mining 
train had merely to hit a bump 
or ride over sections of track or 
a switch that had not been con-
nected perfectly and it would 
come apart. Frustrated kids 
then had to shut down the lay-
out and reattach the tipple cars 
to the handcar.

Engineers never made 
resolving the problems of the 
mining set a priority. Perhaps 
they, like sales executives at the 
company, failed to get a clear 

idea of what purpose 
this unique train 
should serve. Rather 
than promote the 
5300T as a true set, 
Gilbert buried the 
16½"-long train 
among the accesso-
ries in the back of its 
consumer catalog. 
They categorized it as 

“an ideal ‘starter’ set for junior 
railroaders” – thereby damning 
it with faint praise!

Sales of the Miners Work 
Train hardly overwhelmed the 
powers-that-be in New Haven. 
Maybe only leftover inventory 
was being peddled in 1954 
before the set was dropped 
from the American Flyer 
lineup after that year.

Even if the 5300T limped in 
financially, it demonstrates the 
willingness of the Gilbert Co. 
to take some drastic steps to 
outpace Lionel. Think of this 
unheralded yet clever little 
train on a par with the Lady 
Lionel – a testament to power-
ful imagination and wishful 
thinking. – Roger Carp

The A.C. Gilbert Co. cataloged the  No. 5300T Miners 
Work Train in 1953 and ’54. The third volume of Green-
berg’s Guide to American Flyer S Gauge (1992) values the 
set at $200 in very good condition and $375 in excellent.

The A.C. Gilbert Co. found a novel way to challenge Lionel for a 
larger slice of the toy train pie when it created the No. 5300T.

Gilbert looked 
for types of 
rolling stock 
and animation 
they could pio-
neer and then 
dare Lionel to 
catch up.



Advertiser
CTT • 12/01/2019 • 4C • 1 PG

Fo
r m

or
e i
nf
or
m
at
io
n 
an
d 
to
 or
de
r, 
vi
si
t

*S
m

ok
e 

sh
ow

n 
is 

a 
dr

am
at

iz
at

io
n.

Se
e 

ac
tu

al
 sm

ok
e 

ef
fe

ct
 o

n 
ou

r w
eb

sit
e.

W
e'

ll
 M

ee
t Y

o
u

 A
t T

he
 R

o
ck

e
t!

Ill
um

in
at

ed
 h

ea
dl

ig
ht

 
an

d 
nu

m
be

r b
oa

rd
s!

O
ffi

ci
al

ly
 li

ce
ns

ed
 1

95
7 

Sw
ep

ts
id

e!
 

Th
is

 h
ig

hl
y 

de
ta

ile
d 

an
d 

be
au

tif
ul

ly
 p

ai
nt

ed
 d

ie
-c

as
t 

tr
uc

k 
is

 tr
ue

 1
:4

8 
sc

al
e 

an
d 

ex
cl

us
iv

e 
to

 M
en

ar
ds

. 

In
cl

ud
es

 s
ev

en
 fi

gu
re

s,
 

fo
ur

 ta
bl

es
 w

ith
 e

ig
ht

 
ch

ai
rs

, 2
2 

bu
sh

es
, 

pl
an

te
rs

 w
ith

 fl
ow

er
s,

 
an

d 
Ja

ck
 th

e 
G

er
m

an
 

Sh
ep

he
rd

!

Fa
nt

as
tic

 s
m

ok
e 

fe
at

ur
e!

*

R
O

CK
ET

 D
IN

ER
 

O
 S

ca
le

 (2
79

-
83

22
)

Th
e 

ki
tc

he
n 

is
 b

us
y 

fu
lfi

lli
ng

 o
rd

er
s 

at
 th

e 
Ro

ck
et

 D
in

er
. C

he
ck

 o
ut

 th
e 

sm
ok

e 
bi

llo
w

in
g 

fr
om

 th
e 

ro
of

! Y
ou

 c
an

 a
lm

os
t s

m
el

l t
he

 b
ur

ge
rs

 a
nd

 fr
ie

s!

W
e'

ll
 M

ee
t Y

o
u

 A
t T

he
 R

o
ck

e
t!

El
ec

tr
on

ic
 s

ig
n 

an
im

at
es

 in
 

cl
as

si
c 

D
-I

-N
-E

-R
 s

eq
ue

nc
e!



26      Classic Toy Trains • JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2023

WITH BILL CLARK

S gauge now & then

U.S. Car No. 1
The presidential car Ferdinand Magellan

T THE 2020 AMERICAN FLYER 
CATALOG FROM LIONEL intro-
duced the No. 2019400 Ferdinand Magel-
lan presidential railcar with a group of 
Pullman heavyweight passenger cars. I 
jumped at the chance to order one.

The car was the Air Force 1 of its time. 
It was, in fact, named U.S. Car No. 1. 

The Secret Service in 1942 wanted 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt to have a 
protective railcar during World War II.

Originally a private VIP Pullman car 
built in 1928, it was armored outside and 
reconfigured within. It went from six 
bedrooms to four with a big one for the 
President and a smaller area for the First 
Lady. One end of the car had the stew-
ards’ quarters, a pantry, mechanical 

equipment, a galley, and ice bunkers for 
cooling. A large lounge opened up to the 
observation deck, and a dining/conference 
room featured a table for eight.

Roosevelt went 50,000 miles in the car. 
Harry Truman was its top user, clocking 
28,000 miles on his whistle-stop campaign 
alone. President Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
the first to fly in an aircraft with the call 

sign “Air Force 1,” used it some, too.
The Ferdinand Magellan was retired in 

1959 to Miami’s Gold Coast Railroad 
Museum. It came out in 1984 for a short 
trip by President Ronald Reagan.

I’d been interested in the Ferdinand 
Magellan for several years before Lionel 

Lionel’s American Flyer release of the 
Ferdinand Magellan presidential car.
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produced the car. Several years earlier I 
had decided to kitbash an S gauge model 
of it using a Gilbert observation car.

To do so I copied the paint color as 
best I could to match the actual car, 
including a gray roof. I found decals I 
could apply by the letter. I was also able 
to find the presidential seal and scale it 
down to put on the railing at the rear of 
the car. I did my best to make speakers 
for presidential speeches.

Making some modifications
When my new Ferdinand Magellan 
arrived, I was a little disappointed to find 
it was just the standard American Flyer 
Pullman observation Lionel had been 
producing for years. I hoped it would be 
more like the actual car.

I made some changes to mine to 
make it closer to the prototype. I took it 
apart and removed more than half of the 
people in the windows. There would 
have been very few passengers in the 
presidential car, so windows crowded 
with riders wouldn’t happen.

Next, on the roof of the observation 
end of the prototype, there was a blue 
awning, so I painted mine to match.

Then I looked up what other cars 
would have been in the Presidential 
train. Normally, there were a Pullman 
sleeping car for staff, a combination car 
with communications gear, and two bag-
gage cars. Locomotives were supplied by 
the railroad the train was traveling on.

With this information I could have 
my Magellan travel on my layout. I 
ordered a Pullman sleeper from the 
same catalog and added American 
Models cars I already had. I like to use a 
Lionel TMCC Pacific or Mikado from 
about 10 years ago to pull the train. 

When you put together cars from dif-
ferent manufacturers, paint colors – in 
this case, Pullman Green – seldom 
match.  This actually makes my S scale 
train look more prototypical, according 
to footage I’ve seen.

Wouldn’t it be great if at some point it 
was decided that the president should 
again ride by train and put the Ferdinand 
Magellan back into service? 

Bill Clark is a life-long S 
gauge operator and collector. 
In addition to his work for 
CTT, he has written reviews 
for S Gaugian magazine.

The newer Flyer release, left, with a few modifications, alongside my earlier 
effort using an older car to which I added details, including loudspeakers. 
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Lionel really hit full stride in its fourth year as part of Model 
Products/Fundimensions of The Fun Group at General 
Mills, and the company enjoyed a noticeable uptick in 
sales. What’s more, operators and collectors were treated to 

an exciting array of O gauge trains.
The best word to describe what was happening in 1973 was 

“new.” Over a few months, Lionel issued its first F3 diesel loco-
motive of what’s known as the “modern era,” manufactured a new 
size of in-demand heavyweight passenger car plus a new diesel, 
and heralded the Standard O series of rolling stock and an 
intriguing, if ill-fated, track system.

Let’s start our overview of what was going on half a century 
ago by focusing on the range of sets presented in the 16-page full-
color catalog. We can look as well as the assortment of excellent 
steam and diesel locomotives and the TruTrack System. Later in 
this year we can shift attention to the rolling stock, appreciating 
the different types offered.

STORY BY MARK SUEK

Four basic sets
The consumer catalog released for 1973 expressed excitement 
about what was new in the Lionel line as well as a sense of nostal-
gia for the long heritage of those trains. The photo used for the 
cover image showed a young boy entranced by his brand-new set 
while his baby boomer dad and his grandfather born during the 
prewar period looked on.

The happy child had received one of the better O gauge outfits 
introduced that year. Other youngsters might be playing with one 
of the four basic sets being cataloged. All four were new for 1973 
– their product numbers proved so. However, their names and 
motive power linked them to what General Mills had offered the 
previous year or two.

The No. 1380 U.S. Steel Industrial Switcher included a No. 

1973  ‘New’ 
was the 

key  
word

LIONEL SETS FOR

At the top of the list of O gauge outfits released by General Mills in 
the Lionel cataloged line for 1973 was the Golden State Arrow. Set 
No. 1388 featured a brand-new Santa Fe GP20 road diesel on the 
point. It led five freight cars and a matching porthole caboose.
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8350 diesel switch engine pulling two 
freight cars and a bobber caboose. 
Eight curves formed a circle.

The No. 1381 Cannonball featured 
a Santa Fe 2-4-0 steam locomotive 
and tender with the same two freight 
cars (a Nickel Plate Road gondola and 
Chesapeake & Ohio flatcar with 
stakes). The caboose was a red South-
ern Pacific-type with bold yellow 
Santa Fe lettering.

The No. 1382 Yardmaster used a 
No. 8111 Detroit, Ironton & Toledo 
NW2 diesel switcher. It led three neat 
pieces of rolling stock and a matching 
DT&I work caboose.

The No. 1383 Santa Fe Freight 
came with a new Alco FA2 diesel 
wonderfully decked out in silver and 
blue with a yellow warbonnet logo. 
Behind rode the same three freight 
cars (Canadian National short hopper, 
Republic Steel gondola with canisters, 
and Penn Central flatcar with logs). 
The red work caboose added featured 
Santa Fe graphics.

Four better sets
Next in the catalog appeared four longer and more expensive sets. 
More track and a 50-watt transformer came with them, and each 
of their locomotives had a headlight.

The No. 1384 Southern Express relied on a 2-4-0 steam engine 
and tender to lead the same short hopper and gondola with can-
isters, along with the C&O flatcar with stakes. The red SP-type 
caboose, like the tender, had Southern markings. A 90-degree 
crossover enabled operators to put together an exciting 27 x 
64-inch figure-8 configuration.

The No. 1385 Blue Streak Freight 
(shown on the catalog’s cover) used 
a 2-4-2 Jersey Central Lines engine 
to pull five cars and a blue SP-type 
caboose with matching graphics. 
The locomotive came with Elec-
tronic Mighty Sound of Steam – “the 
surging sound of steam that is syn-
chronized to the pace of the engine 
and the puffing of smoke.”

Then the No. 1386 Rock Island 
Express featured a 4-4-2 Atlantic 
and tender with four slick pieces of 
rolling stock and a gray Southern 
Pacific-type caboose whose Rock 
Island lettering matched that on the 
tender. The locomotive also had 
Electronic Mighty Sound of Steam. 
The eight curves and six straights 
combined to form an oval measur-
ing in at 27 x 54 inches.

The No. 1387 Milwaukee Special 
stood out for being the first new pas-
senger set of the era. Leading a trio 
of heavyweight cars “detailed to per-
fection and built to last a lifetime” 

was a die-cast metal 4-4-2 Atlantic with Electronic Mighty Sound 
of Steam and a smoke mechanism. The Milwaukee Road tender 
proved the outfit was “total railroad realism.” 

Favorites old and new
When it came to motive power available for separate sale, the list 
for 1973 was a long and impressive one. A Dockside switcher, a 
4-4-2 Atlantic, and a 4-6-4 Hudson led the group of steam 
engines. The New York Central model came equipped with 
remote-control forward-neutral-reverse; the first two steamers 
boasted forward-reverse control.

A total of eight powered diesels were specified in the catalog; 
six of them had matching non-powered twins so operators could 
create realistic lash-ups on their layouts.

In addition to the noteworthy diesels deserving special atten-
tion, the Lionel line included the Nos. 8354 Erie NW2 switcher 
(reminiscent of the no. 610 from the middle 1950s), 8353 Grand 
Trunk GP7 road diesel, 8357 GP9 road diesel, and 8361 Western 
Pacific Alco FA2 cab unit. Both of the Geeps came with a work-
ing headlight and forward-neutral-reverse; the Western Pacific 
model had forward-reverse to go with its headlight.

Lionel selected the Baltimore & Ohio, whose name had been 
emblazoned across an iconic F3 diesel during the postwar period, 
as its first effort under General Mills. The new Nos. 8363 and 
8364 powered and non-powered A units featured die-cast metal 
trucks, a working headlight, illuminated number boards, and an 
operating horn.

The decoration of the new B&O units resembled that found 
on the postwar No. 2368, with light blue, white, and gray as the 

Stripe illustration: © Devidgrutz | Dreamstime.com

The memorable catalog put together by the Fundimensions division of 
General Mills pictured on the front cover three generations enjoying 
Lionel trains. The happy boy ran the Blue Streak Freight set.
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principal colors used. The striping process, however, now relied 
predominantly on what were called “electrocals.” Where this met 
a traditionally applied decaled stripe below the number board at 
the start of the curvature of the nose on the F3, an annoying 
stripe alignment mismatch and overlap occurred.

It’s a shame MPC didn’t make the B&O F3s as shown in the 
advance catalog. The gray, triple-striped pilot and the porthole 
lenses would have been nice. As the F3s were produced, the pilots 
were black and the portholes were filled in to reduce manufactur-
ing costs. Further, the lenses on the number boards weren’t 
stamped with the part number.  

Breaking ground
More interesting to Lionel fans was the first “new” diesel of the 
modern era. An insert made for a die on a molding machine 
transformed a high-nose GP7 road unit into a low-nose GP20. 
The latter appeared as the Nos. 8352 Santa Fe and 8369 Long 
Island RR road diesels.

Both of the newcomers promised a working headlight, 
remote-control or transformer-controlled forward-neutral-
reverse, and die-cast metal trucks with operating knuckle cou-
plers. The two GP20s had non-operating twins that came 
equipped with an electronic horn.

The blue-and-yellow Santa Fe headed the top set of 1973. The 
No. 1388 Golden State Arrow came with Nos. 9707 M-K-T stock-
car, 9708 U.S. Mail boxcar, 9135 Norfolk & Western quad hopper, 
9152 Shell single-dome tank car, and 9126 Chesapeake & Ohio 
automobile carrier. Last came a No. 9163 Santa Fe illuminated 
N5c porthole caboose. 

All that glitters
Lionel helped celebrate the 50th anniversary of General Motors 
by offering a diesel locomotive painted gold. Consumers snapped 
up the striking O gauge engine.

In the real world, the Baltimore & Ohio had also marked the 
occasion. It had done so by painting one of its Chessie System 
General Motors Electro-Motive Division GP40 road diesels a 
metallic gold scheme with blue “B&O/GM50” reporting marks 
under the cab windows and a simplified version of GM’s special 
logo on the front of short hood.

Lionel, unfortunately, didn’t catalog an O gauge GP40, so it 
went with the tried-and-true GP7 as the model (No. 8359) for its 
version of the “GM50.” The stunning Geep featured a working 
headlight, illuminated number boards, remote-control forward-
neutral-reverse, and die-cast metal trucks. It measured more than 
14 inches in length.

Wait ended
After years of requesting heavyweight passenger cars, Lionel afi-
cionados were pleased to see in 1973 two new illuminated Pull-
man cars and a matching observation, all with frosted windows. 
Their dimensions caused them to be called “Baby Madison” cars. 

The Nos. 9500 City of Milwaukee and 9503 City of Chicago 
coaches and 9502 President Washington observation were a wel-
come sight. Lionel had decorated them in an eye-catching 
orange-and-maroon Milwaukee Road scheme with gold lettering. 

Four freight trains, each headed by a short yet powerful locomotive, 
introduced the lineup of cataloged outfits for 1973. Included with 
each set was track and a power pack or a transformer.
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They were introduced in the No. 1387 Milwaukee Special set, led 
by a die-cast metal 4-4-2 Atlantic steam locomotive and tender 
combination that featured a smoke mechanism.

Lionel supplemented the train with additional cars in 1974, 
1976, and 1988, four of which were also uncataloged add-ons in 
1973. In spite of the cars being undersized and rolling wobbly on 
four-wheel trucks with plastic sides, they remain in demand. The 
set might have been a real classic if it had been assigned a 4-6-4 
Hudson steam locomotive as its motive power and been equipped 
with the six-wheel die-cast trucks added later.

TruTrack System
Besides various freight cars and accessories, the new catalog 
announced “The All New … Lionel TruTrack System.” It included 
straight track (8¾ inches long); curved track (10 inches long); 
left- and right-hand manual and remote-control switches with 
position indicators; a lockon; and plastic roadbed for the 
straights, curves, and switches.

TruTrack turned out to be a product whose conception and 
promotion outpaced reality. On the positive side, it had T-shaped 
rail, wood-colored ties (eight on each straight piece and nine on 
each curve), curves with a wider diameter (about 42 inches) than 
typical tubular track, a thin center rail, and plastic roadbed that 
snapped on. On the negative side, the rails were made of an alu-
minum alloy that just didn’t perform well.

Had the Italian manufacturer used another metal for the rails 
and made better rail joiners, TruTrack might have been more 
successful. Unfortunately, that product lacked the strong points 
of both Super O track from the postwar era and FasTrack from 
the current period.

One more gem
Plainly, the more years General Mills developed, manufactured, 
and marketed a lineup of Lionel outfits, locomotives, rolling 
stock, and accessories, the more executives learned about its cus-
tomers. Improvements and innovations in the design, produc-
tion, and operation of the trains and ancillary items were being 
made, and some saw light in 1973.

We conclude with a diesel locomotive outfit that has since 
become the most valuable of anything associated with that year. 
The No. 8365/8366 Canadian Pacific F3s came in an uncataloged 
set available only as a Service Station Special (the No. 1350 five-
car freight train) authorized Lionel dealers alone could buy and 
stock. The desirable powered and unpowered A-A combination 
replicated the classic scheme initially used on the No. 2378 
Canadian Pacific duo from 1957. Homage to the glorious past 
still shaped Lionel. 

Longer trains promising more activity completed the roster of O gauge 
sets. Working headlights, smoke, and Electronic Mighty Sound of 
Steam were standard components.
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STORY BY ROGER CARP  
Photos by Wayne Strobel

BEST CHRISTMAS GIFT 

Among the most fortunate girls and 
boys are the ones whose devoted 
grandparents introduce them to 
electric trains. They have ample 

opportunity to discover the memorable toys 
that brought pleasure to older folks in their 
extended family and learn just how much fun 
O and S gauge models can be.

This generalized description of how dif-
ferent generations can bond over toy trains 
explains the laughter and smiles filling a resi-
dential garage during the winter months in 
the Southeast. Raise the door and you come 
face to face with a colorful and entertaining 
three-rail display featuring terrific scenery, 
cool accessories and structures, and a few 
contemporary Lionel locomotives and cars.

Best of all, visitors have the opportunity 
not only to see how children can spend hours 
running trains but also to meet some of the 
finest ambassadors for our hobby. Two sets of 
grandparents plus a wonderful and trusted 
friend, all of whose experience with Lionel 
modeling adds up to well more than 150 
years, pooled their talents and trains to create 
a memorable railroad for their grandkids.

Bob Thomas, Joe Sadorf, and Wayne Strobel 
wanted to entertain Douglas and Rhett with 
some of the classic operating models Lionel 
had cataloged during the postwar years, so they 
added this siding for the automatic milk car and 
the animated horse and barrel cars.

FOR THE  
GRANDKIDS
Lionel lovers build  
a holiday layout
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BEST CHRISTMAS GIFT 
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 Lionel icons and artist
Rhett and her cousin Douglas are two of 
the luckiest youngsters around because 
their grandparents love Lionel trains and 
were eager to share all the fun with them. 
But keep in mind that those grandparents 
are not just your typical baby boomers 
who played with O gauge trains long ago 
and then returned to the hobby.

Far from it! We’re talking about some 
well-known and highly respected mem-
bers of the Train Collectors Association 
whose involvement with Lionel trains 
from the post-World War II era has been 
gaining momentum for decades.

Bob Thomas jokingly refers to himself 
as “a Lionel icon married to an artist!” 
Truth be told, as renowned as he might be 
as a collector whose layout was once fea-
tured in Classic Toy Trains, it’s Bob’s won-
derful and talented wife, Angela Trotta 
Thomas, who has touched countless O 
and S gauge enthusiasts with the nostalgic 
artwork she has created for the past 30 
years. Paintings and postcards eventually 
led to Angela providing illustrations for 
Lionel models.

On the other side of the extended fam-
ily is Joe Sadorf, as energetic and kind a 
gentleman as you can imagine. His collec-
tion of Super O outfits is one of the finest 
around, and he and his wife, Annamae, 
have always been willing to share the 
trains on display at their home and help 
expand knowledge of them.

Together, these were four people who 
love Lionel trains and actively strive to 
share their appreciation with others. Who 
better for Angela and Bob, Annamae and 
Joe to present the gift of three-rail model-
ing to than their grandkids?

 Winter’s coming
In 2021, sometime between Halloween 
and Thanksgiving, Bob felt a powerful 

desire to get some of his O gauge trains 
out of their boxes and onto a layout to 
operate. The only problem was, he didn’t 
have a model railroad.

But Bob did have close friends who 
wanted to help him solve that problem 
while building a neat layout for kids, their 
parents, and their grandparents to enjoy 
by the time Santa arrived. Joe and Anna-
mae were among them. So was Wayne 
Strobel, a longtime friend and neighbor 
with extensive knowledge of Standard 
gauge modeling, especially with modular 
layouts. Wayne also had invaluable experi-
ence building displays for trade shows.

Bob, Joe, Wayne, and Angela put their 
heads together and ended up creating a 
spectacular 10 x 12-foot display. Douglas 
and Rhett were the main beneficiaries, 
although soon youngsters in the neighbor-
hood were dropping by to watch the trains 
while their moms and dads were discover-
ing the hobby.

Clearing the garage at the Thomas 
homestead represented the first step. Then 
Wayne generously offered to bring over 
several of the modules he had constructed 
for operating his Standard gauge trains at 
various shows. Those modules were the 
perfect answer to the question of how to 
assemble benchwork.

Wayne helped his friends and fellow 
hobbyists push the modules together to 
form the foundation of the O gauge layout. 
They made sure to leave room along the 

Bob and Angela Thomas (left) pose with their good friend and neighbor Wayne Strobel (right). 
Joe Sadorf stands with the Thomas’ two very fortunate grandkids, Douglas and Rhett.

The guys are making certain the trains operate smoothly before neighbors amble by for a 
visit and maybe even a turn at the control panel. Joe set up the antique Santa Claus to evoke 
memories of when he and Bob grew up in postwar Pennsylvania.
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sides so that folks could comfortably walk 
around. Bob wisely remembered to leave 
an opening in the platform to accommo-
date a decorated Christmas tree.

Once everyone was satisfied with the 
arrangement of the modules, Wayne car-
ried over cloth curtains he had salvaged 
from trade shows he had attended and 
secured them along the walls to hide the 
beams supporting the roof.

Substituting sections of Lionel’s Fas-
Track for the Standard gauge pieces Wayne 
had previously secured to the top of each 
module took time, but the three men 
cooperated well. They decided next to add 
an elevated line for greater operating inter-
est and enjoyment. The layout was coming 
together beautifully.

 Comes to life
Over the course of several days and eve-
nings, Bob, Joe, and Wayne, often assisted 
by Angela and Annamae and even a 
grandchild or two, brought the two-level 
display to life. Their diverse skills and 
imagination made all the difference when 
creating a one-of-a-kind tribute to Christ-
mas, trains, and childhood.

The enormous backdrop reflects the 
distinctive style Angela has refined, one 

The 10 x 12-foot O gauge model railroad features two independent loops of FasTrack on the main platform, along with a third line on the 
elevated section. A couple of Christmas trees and loads of structures and details make this display one you’ll never forget.

The Lionel Polar Express set creeps past a village on the display toy train enthusiasts Bob 
Thomas and Joe Sadorf built for their grandchildren with help from good friend Wayne 
Strobel. Ceramic structures and accessories both vintage and new bring the scenes to life.
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that has delighted thousands of toy train 
lovers. She had originally created this art-
work for one of Lionel’s operating freight 
cars. Wayne figured out how to enlarge the 
images and then stand them up behind the 
layout in the garage.

Joe took the lead with finding vintage 
and modern accessories (some from his 
collection) and wiring them into their des-
ignated locations. Crossing gates and sig-
nals, freight loaders and stations, and a 
reissue of Lionel’s huge Hell Gate Bridge 
from the prewar era injected personality 
and action into scene after scene.

Ceramic structures and figures by 
Department 56 and Lionel came out of 
storage to populate the main level. Here, 
Angela’s superb eye for developing evoca-
tive scenes did the trick. She knew intui-
tively where to situate the colorful houses 
and figures of animals and people to give 
viewers vignettes they could linger over.

Rhett helped Angela in many ways. She 
had fun moving around the buildings and 
figures before putting on artificial snow. 
No wonder everyone believes the artistic 
genes will be carried on for another gener-
ation. Douglas, while younger, contributed 
his Polar Express set, always yelling out as 
it burst out of the Hell Gate Bridge and 
headed toward his grinning face.

 Soon to return
The layout was finished and trains were 
performing their magic not long before 
Christmas morning. Three generations 
spent their nights inside the garage, 

admiring the display, decorating the tree, 
and operating Lionel trains and accesso-
ries from the past 60 years. It seemed the 
tale had ended.

Not quite! Did you honestly think 
everyone in the neighborhood would 
remain oblivious to what the Sadorfs and 
Thomases were creating with help from 
Wayne? No way that was happening! 
Instead, kids and adults strolled over and 
asked for a peek. Very soon, it was like 
something out of a movie or television 
program from the 1950s – Lionel trains 
were captivating people of all ages.

Sometime in January, the time did 
arrive when everyone involved agreed the 
layout had to be dismantled. But with that 
decision came another one – actually more 
of a promise – to start all over and con-
struct an O gauge display even more 
attractive and entertaining. We’ll eagerly 
await the results! 

A favorite performer is the Lionel No. 84964 
LionChief Plus 4-6-4 Hudson steam engine 
and tender, sporting holiday artwork painted 
by Angela along the sides.

The backdrop consisting of blown-up copies 
of Angela’s wonderful artwork provides the 
ideal setting for the reissue of Lionel’s prized 
prewar Hell Gate Bridge. Rushing forward is 
the 2-8-4 Berkshire steam engine and tender 
leading the Polar Express.
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Don compiled information about how, 
beginning in 1955, the American Flyer 
lineup grew with the addition of a triple-
dome tank car decorated for Gulf. 
Although Don didn’t live to complete his 
look at those eye-catching freight cars, we 
at CTT decided to take what he had pro-
vided us and finish the fascinating story.

Why three domes?
Engineers and sales executives at the Gil-
bert Co. had good reason to bring out a 
three-dome tank car. They would have 
been remiss had they overlooked it.

STORY BY ROGER CARP AND DON HEIMBURGER

Finishing the Flyer tank car saga

THREE DOMES ARE 
BETTER THAN ONE

For one thing, the builders of full-size 
rolling stock had been manufacturing tank 
cars with three domes since the pre-World 
War II era to meet the demands of ship-
pers, typically petroleum refiners. Tankers 
with three separate compartments might 
serve to send the same type of product to 
customers whose storage facilities were in 
three different locations. Or a refiner 
could elect to rely on those modern freight 
cars to transport three different grades of 
oil, gasoline, or kerosene to a single area.

For another thing, designers and mar-
keters at Lionel had expanded their line of 

O gauge trains in 1953 with a three-dome 
tank car painted silver with slick Sunoco 
graphics. Consumers responded positively 
to the No. 6315 model, and that motivated 
decision makers at Gilbert to offer S gaug-
ers their own three-dome car.

Meet the No. 926
As Don pointed out in his article on Gulf 
single-dome tank cars, the Flyer line for 
1954 featured the No. 925 model as well as 
a brand-new tanker painted a sweet shade 
of green and decorated for Gilbert Chemi-
cals. The fictitious business paint scheme 
was concocted when negotiations with 
Celanese Chemical Co. fell through.

A year later, in addition to the 925 
model and a different chemical tank car 
(the No. 912 Koppers replaced the 910), 
the American Flyer line included the first 

 Back in the December 2021 issue of Classic Toy Trains, S gauge expert 
Don Heimburger offered an outstanding look at the early single-dome 
tank cars cataloged by the A.C. Gilbert Co. for its American Flyer brand 
of S gauge trains. He focused on the models with graphics for Gulf Oil 
found in the line between 1951 and ’54.

The A.C. Gilbert Co. expanded its American Flyer line in 
1955 with the No. 926, a great-looking and nicely detailed 
silver triple-dome tank car with Gulf lettering.



AT SOME POINT IN 
THE PRODUCTION, 

GILBERT SWITCHED 
FROM A DIE-CAST 

METAL FRAME TO A 
PLASTIC ONE. 
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S gauge triple-dome tanker. The No. 926 
was carried for the following two years.

Painted silver with Gulf graphics, the 
926 had what collectors refer to as a Type 
1 body. According to expert Eric Hundert-
mark, writing in the first volume of Green-
berg’s Guide to American Flyer S Gauge, 
that means it came with a complete tank 
having four stanchions on each side and 
wrap-around handrails. A screw and two 
square guide studs secured the injection-
molded tank to the frame. 

The engineering staff at Gilbert proba-
bly based the 926 on the same full-size 
prototype their counterparts at Lionel 
used – specifically, a 70-ton carrier of 
either gasoline or oil then being manufac-
tured by Union Tank Car Co. 

Planners of the Flyer line for 1955 
placed the 926 in four top-notch sets: the 
Nos. 5530TBH New Silver Flash Freight, 
5540TBW New Trail Blazer Freight, 
5542H New Sunshine Special Freight, and 
5565W New Flying Freighter. The 75⁄8"-
long model was available by itself for $4.95 
($54.72 in today’s dollars).

Back in 1956 and ’57
Gilbert kept the 926 triple-
dome tank car in its cataloged 
lineup for 1956. In addition to 
being offered for separate sale 
at an increased price of $5.95, 
it came in three sets. The 
Nos. 5645TRH New Silver 
Flash, 5655RH New Sun-
shine Special, and 5665W 
New Challenger all pro-
vided their owners with a 
926 model.

A year later, only two 
sets included a triple-
dome tank car with Gulf 
Oil markings. The Gilbert 
Co. had modified the 
system by which it num-
bered its products, so 
the model previously 
identified as 926 was 
now listed as 24313. 

The familiar triple-
dome model appeared 
in the Nos. 20355 
Sunshine Special 
Freight and 20365 
Challenger Freight. 
The car was still priced at $5.95.

At some point during the production, 
Gilbert switched from a die-cast metal 
frame to a plastic one. Further, there was a 
brake wheel at one end and two diamond-
shaped markers at the other. Around the 
tank was a black railing.

Final years
The 24313 took its place in the cataloged 
line from 1958 through 1960. According 
to the Greenberg guide 
cited earlier, it still had a 
silver-painted tank with 
black lettering and an 
orange circular paper 
label with a blue Gulf 
logo. Additionally, it used 
a plastic frame with a 
one-piece brake wheel 
and a diamond marker at 
the opposite end. Sintered-iron sideframe 
trucks were still the rule.

Three cataloged sets came with a 24313 
triple-dome tank car in 1958. The Nos. 
20455 New Haven Mainliner Electric 
Freight, 20465 Missouri Pacific Fast 
Freight, and 20480 Santa Fe Chief Freight 
included the still-popular model.

The drastic reduction in the number of 
sets cataloged for 1959 meant not a single 
one came with a 24313. The same was true 
for 1960, the final year the Gulf model 
with three domes appeared in the con-
sumer catalog. For those two years, the 
only way the company made it available 
was by itself, now priced at $4.50.

For 1959 and ’60, the design of the tri-
ple-dome car was altered. It still had a 

complete tank with four 
stanchions on each side 
plus wraparound hand-
rails. What changed 
related to how the plastic 
tank was attached to the 
plastic frame. It was done 
with one central plastic 
guide pin as well as two 
snap-on plastic blocks. 

Before manufacturing of the model 
ceased for good, other changes were made. 
Late versions came with a tank having an 
open bottom. There also were six stan-
chions on each side, and the handrails no 
longer wrapped around the ends. 

Those small yet noticeable modifica-
tions created a true variation for today’s 
collectors to pursue. With them, the triple-
dome car finished its run. 

The Gulf triple-dome model underwent minor changes after being renumbered as the 24313 
in 1957. It appeared on the cover of the consumer catalog for that year.
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YOU DO 
HAVE ROOM 

FOR A LAYOUT

1
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This one fits in an apartment and  
offers plenty of action

STORY BY PETER H. RIDDLE  W  Photos by the author

2

Henry David Thoreau once wrote, 
“Our life is frittered away by 
detail. Simplify, simplify.” TV 
personality and organizational 

expert Marie Kondo urges us to declutter 
our lives by disposing of everything that 
does not bring us joy.

If you are reading this magazine, there’s 
a good chance that toy trains are high on 
your list of things that bring joy. In keep-
ing with the philosophy that “less is more,” 
there is a trend among a growing segment 
of society toward smaller houses and fewer 
possessions. Many homes no longer offer 
enough room for an extensive O or S 
gauge layout, and simple track plans that 
fit into a small space can be boring.
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But this need not be the case. A wealth 
of detail and operational possibilities can 
be packed into even a very small area.

The smallest practical size for an O 
gauge layout measures 4 x 6 feet. This 
allows for a loop of track with curves up to 
36" in diameter, such as Lionel FasTrack. 
Sharper curves (O-27 or O-31) would 
leave even more room for longer sidings 
and a variety of accessories to help main-
tain interest. This is such a plan. 

The train table shown in Photo 2 has a 
simple framework built from 1 x 4-inch 
spruce lumber, topped with 2" extruded-
foam insulation board (available in 4 x 
8-foot sheets from building supply compa-
nies). This material is ideal for a train lay-
out, as it’s rigid and accepts track-fixing 
screws. It’s also much lighter than plywood 
and can easily be cut and shaped to 
accommodate above-grade scenery, such 
as a built-up hill, or below grade features 
like a river, pond, or swimming pool.

Lightweight construction allows the 
layout to be moved, a definite asset when 
space is at a premium. The entire layout 
can be carried easily by two people and 
will even pass through a door if tilted at a 
45-degree angle. (Don’t forget to remove 
loose and protruding items, such as rolling 
stock, vehicles, and beacon tops first!)

The edges are trimmed with casing or 
baseboard, and the table is supported on 
two sets of folding legs from a hardware 
store. Note the placement of the trans-
former and control switches, at left in 
Photo 1 and shown close-up in Photo 3.

LIONEL FASTRACK COMPONENTS
Quantity Description/Number

10 10-inch straight (12014)
9 O-36 curve,
 45-degree curve (12015)
1 operating track (12034)
1 grade crossing (12036)
2 O-36 manual left-hand switch
 (12017) or (12045)
1 O-36 manual right-hand switch
 (12018) or (12046)
3 earthen bumper (12059)
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Little details
Small layouts look best with compact 
motive power and rolling stock. Large 
locomotives overwhelm the scenery and 
may cause clearance problems on curves.

There’s no room for a reverse loop, so 
locomotives with couplers on both ends 
that can operate in either direction are 
logical choices, such as the tiny switcher in 
Photo 3 and Lionel’s 0-8-0 tank locomo-
tive in Photo 6 and the Lionel industrial 
diesel in Photo 2. They offer the greatest 
flexibility when moving cars around.

Traditional-sized rolling stock also 
looks better than its scale counterparts on 
a small layout.

Lionel FasTrack can accommodate vir-
tually every O gauge product made since 
the end of World War II. Many late prewar 
Lionel trains are also at home on these 
track products, such as the Lionel No. 229 
steamer in the background of Photo 7.

The mainline loop provides continuous 
running. The three sidings are arranged to 
provide room for trackside accessories and 
storage of rolling stock or an idle locomo-
tive. Accessories fall into three main cate-
gories: operating, automatic, and passive.

Examples of operating accessories on 
this small layout include the American 
Flyer log loader on the central siding in 
Photo 6 and a K-Line by Lionel billboard 
along the main line (at the lower right in 
the track plan).

Also in this category are three switches 
to redirect trains and an operating track 
section allowing uncoupling or unloading 
freight into a trackside bin (in Photo 4). 
These all require operator involvement.

Automatic accessories from MTH 
include a block signal and crossing gates 
(Photo 6) that go down and up, with 
crossbucks that blink as a train passes. 
They require no input from the engineer.

Passive accessories are simply turned 
on or off and need no human input or a 
passing train to function. Examples 
include a rotating Lionel No. 494 beacon 
(upper left, Photo 1), the Lionel light-
house in the Photo 7 night scene, and a 
K-Line Collectors Club sawmill, which has 
a functioning smokestack and rotating saw 
blade (track plan, left center).

A small layout benefits from a variety 
of passive items to attract visitors’ atten-
tion, such as lights in the buildings of  
Photo 6 and the Lionel Hobby Shop with 
its three tiny operating layouts Photo 7. 

As with the hobby shop in Photo 7, 
some operating accessories benefit from 
being near the edge of a layout. The Lionel 
No. 3562-75 barrel car must be shunted 

back and forth to both load and unload at 
the No. 362 barrel loader (Photo 9), and 
there is a tendency for the barrels to gang 
up and spill out next to the tracks. 

The barrel loader should be placed 
where an operator can easily restore order 
in case of accidental spillage.

Another accessory that should be 
within easy reach is the MTH reproduc-
tion of an American Flyer coal loader 
(Photo 5). This unit lowers and raises a 
claw to carry coal from trackside to a stor-
age bin inside the unit. The touch of a but-
ton sends the coal cascading into a car 
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8

9

waiting on the track below, and sometimes 
scatters it elsewhere. Cleanup is easier if 
you don’t have to stretch too far to reach it.

Gabe the Lamplighter at right (also an 
MTH reproduction of an American Flyer 
item) will provide you with plenty of illu-
mination for finding stray lumps of coal.

The barrel and coal loader scenes are 
located on a second 4 x 6 layout (Photo 8) 
– a variation with two sidings rather than 
three to allow more space for scenery.

In addition to the operating accesso-
ries, there are two remote-control turnouts 
and an operating track section next to a 
trackside bin, which give an engineer a lot 
to do. 

Passive accessories include a Lionel No. 
394 rotary beacon, FasTrack crossing 
gates, MTH crossbucks, a bubbling water 
tower, and a playground featuring various 
animated accessories by Lionel. These 
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10

items include swings and a teeter-totter, a 
merry-go-round, a pony ride, and a test-
your-strength game, plus a miniature golf 
course where the little players can, on 
close inspection, be seen to putt.

Don’t allow lack of space to keep you 
from enjoying this hobby. Ultra-compact 
layouts have a lot to offer in building fun 
and operating enjoyment. 
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Just about every hobbyist who either 
operates or simply collects electric 
toy trains manufactured by Louis 
Marx & Co. in the post-World War 

II era owns a few examples of the No. 666 
steam engine. These O gauge locomotives 
with a 2-4-2 wheel arrangement are superb 
runners. As important, Marx enthusiasts 
can easily obtain them at reasonable prices 
in various conditions.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY GARY ANDERSON

A devilish runner with its own look

 
MARX NO. 666 

STEAM ENGINE 
Of course, the 666 may be common 

and plentiful, but it has some interesting 
aspects worth exploring. Let me share 
some random thoughts about a locomo-
tive I’ve been enjoying on three-rail lay-
outs for more than half a century!

What were they thinking?
Like so many other Marx aficionados who 
have studied the 666, I’m always puzzled 

by what company designers and marketing 
personnel were thinking when they devel-
oped that steam engine. The mean and 
not-so-lean 666 locomotive looks as 
though it had been created to take part in 
a demolition derby!

Engineers at Marx utilized a heavy die-
cast metal body shell with an wide pilot 
and cab for the 666 locomotive. Notable 
features of the shell included a smokestack 

Only a few examples of a Marx No. 666 steam 
engine painted gray have been reported. The 
author owns one, although he doubts the 
Santa Fe tender came with it.

Thoughts on the
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and various domes; the boiler front was a 
separate die-cast part.

Designers put inside the workhorse the 
double-reduction motor with a brand-new 
smoke unit. Also distinguishing the 666 
locomotive, according to the entry in the 
first volume of Greenberg’s Guide to Marx 
Trains (published in 1989), were a plastic 
headlight lens and a die-cast headlight rim 
with a hood.

The 2-4-2 steam engine came with two-
wheel lead and trailing trucks, along with 
four Baldwin-type drive wheels. Finally, 
the 666 lacked the two-piece piston/main 
rods, or “eccentrics,” used on the more 
scale-like No. 333 steamer.

New in 1955
The 666 made its debut in the Marx line 
back in 1955. The rugged steam engine 
and tender appeared for the first time in 
the catalogs released by two enormous and 

significant retail chains: Montgomery 
Ward and Sears, Roebuck & Co. 

When the 666 arrived, it was painted 
entirely in a dull shade of black. Marx later 
added a white stripe along the running 
board. Those models typically pulled 
freight trains consisting of either tinplated 
cars with eight-wheel trucks or deluxe 
plastic cars. The 666 also came with scarce 
Canadian Pacific freight cars.

Marx offered an olive drab version of 
the 666 in its army sets. They came with 
eight-wheel plastic cars, with the army 
boxcar being the toughest to find.

Uncommon models
It’s no surprise that some uncommon ver-
sions of the 666 have been reported. For 
example, set No. 52875 included a 666 
with a white stripe that sometimes had the 
steam chest smoke generally found in the 
No. 1666 plastic steam engine. Although 

an easy swap, it can be detected by the 
presence of a fresh solder joint on the 
headlight wire.

A rare version of the 666 locomotive 
was painted gray. The example in my col-
lection came with a matching tender 
equipped with Sound of Steam. Too bad 
that Santa Fe tender was added later, 
because I have no indication of which ten-
der originally came with the gray 666.

Also in my collection is a 666 sold in 
Mexico by Plastimarx. Other than not 
having a smoke unit, it is identical to its 
American cousin.

The story of the 666 closed in 1961, 
when Marx cataloged the 2-4-2 steam 
engine and tender for the final time. 

When Marx released the 666 in 1955, the 2-4-2 steam engine and tender having a 
smoke unit were painted entirely in black. Later, a sharp white stripe was added.

Another interesting 666 locomotive in 
the author’s collection is this all-black 
version lacking a smoke unit. It was 
manufactured by Plastimarx in Mexico.
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1  A Denver & Rio Grande Western Alco 
PA unit at the head of a passenger train 
races through the desert town of Radiator 
Springs on Bob Davies’ O gauge layout. The 
streamliner never stops there because, as 
Bob explains, there are no humans to board 
or visit. Every inhabitant is a vehicle! He 
borrowed the premise and locale for his 
display from the motion picture, Cars.

THE ONLY O GAUGER IN  
Radiator Radiator 
SpringsSprings
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iewers admiring the town 
on Bob Davies’ O gauge 

layout may wonder why this 
talented modeler forgot to 

include miniature people. They 
won’t find even one little man or woman 
hanging out in the lobby of the 
Cozy Cone Motel, looking twice 
before crossing Route 66, or walk-
ing into the shop selling curios. 
Heck, they won’t pick out a single 
stretch of sidewalk in Radiator 
Springs for pedestrians to stroll on.

Bob waits patiently while visi-
tors investigate the small commu-
nity set somewhere in the arid des-
ert of the Southwest before 
explaining the omissions. “Radiator 
Springs is inhabited only by cars, a 
few trucks, and some farm equip-
ment,” he says. “Human beings 
departed long ago, probably when 
Interstate 40 came roaring through, 
diverting all the traffic and stealing 
all the business. Nothing was left 
except automobiles, the facilities 
they need, and freight and passen-
ger trains.”

If you’re slightly puzzled about 
the existence of such a place and its 
purpose as the setting for an enter-
taining and bustling three-rail display, just 
wait until our host shares more of his 
story. It then becomes clear how Radiator 
Springs can serve as the foundation of one 
of the most imaginative, colorful, and fun 
layouts around.

Out of the armchair
A little more than 10 years ago, when Bob 
decided to enter the world of O gauge rail-
roading, he had a distinct disadvantage – 
or maybe it was a distinct advantage! He 
brought with him few of the memories or 

influences most other O and S gauge 
builders routinely acknowledge guided 
them when developing their layouts. Bob 
couldn’t wax lyrical about the model rail-
roads he had enjoyed with his father or a 
brother. Neither could he spin yarns about 

his years working for a railroad or having 
toured the U.S. from a famed streamliner.

Admittedly, Bob had been given an 
American Flyer set as a gift back in the 
1950s. Besides arranging the S gauge track 
in a circle beneath the family Christmas 

tree, he remembered next to noth-
ing about it. Around the time he 
reached the age of 10, he started 
playing around with an HO scale 
train that ran over a figure-8 of 
track nailed to sheets of plywood. 
Vague recollections of the steam 
engine and the freight cars it pulled 
being fun amounted to everything 
remaining from that part of his life.

Fortunately, nothing about the 
HO scale set or its S gauge predeces-
sor alienated Bob from pastime 
either. Simply put, other things took 
over his life after graduation from 
high school: marriage, opening a 
business, and helping to raise a son 
(Ray) and a daughter (Emily). When 
Bob had a spare moment or two, he 
might peruse a model railroad mag-
azine. Doing so reminded him that 
the hobby could be a pleasant diver-
sion, yet what he read failed to spark 
intense interest in him.

Really, “a pleasant diversion” was 
about all Bob was looking for in life until 
the day in 2012, when he abruptly realized 
the time for being an armchair modeler 
was over. Eager to express his creative 
juices in an enjoyable manner, he felt com-
pelled to build a layout.

2  Anthropomorphic cars and trucks greet each other at the 
intersection of Route 66 and Cross Street. They had better 
slow down if they don’t want the sheriff to chase them down 
for a speeding violation.

STORY BY ROGER CARP  W  Photos by Debbie Davies

Bob Davies set his layout in a town without people

THE ONLY O GAUGER IN  
Radiator Radiator 
SpringsSprings
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Thinking creatively
Approaching the prospect of designing an 
O gauge railroad without any powerful 
childhood memories or few preconceived 
notions of how the display should look 
proved to be quite liberating for Bob. He 
felt free to follow any path he chose. Real-
ism might direct his best efforts, but then 
again so might whimsy.

Letting his imagination soar, Bob 
wanted his three-rail layout to have as its 
setting the dramatic cliffs, gulches, and 
valleys associated with the deserts he had 
glimpsed in Arizona, New Mexico, and 
Nevada. He had resided in the southwest-
ern section of the country for nearly all his 
life. The landscapes in that region fasci-
nated him, as did the highways, people, 
and railroads there.

So far, nothing much out of the ordi-
nary. Then Bob had a brainstorm, one that 

made him smile and guaranteed his layout 
would be unique. Plainly, the 5½ x 15½-
foot display was going to have a premise 
unlike that of any other he knew of.

Bob recalled having enjoyed Cars, a 
motion picture released in 2006. The com-
puter-animated comedy, popular with 
children as well as adults, told the tale of a 
brash and self-centered racecar named 
Lightning McQueen. Part of a world 
inhabited by anthropomorphic vehicles 
able to talk, he learns important lessons 
about how to treat others with respect and 
kindness when on his way to a major com-
petition he falls off a truck and winds up 
having to spend a few days in a rundown 
desert town known as Radiator Springs 
whose sole residents are cars like himself.

The transformation of Lightning, cred-
ited to the group of vintage and modern 
vehicles that he encounters, charmed Bob. 

As did the neat environment surrounding 
Radiator Springs, notably the desert fea-
tures on its periphery and colorful struc-
tures lining its byways. Smitten with the 
movie and its lovable characters, Bob won-
dered whether he could model the town 
where Lightning made friends with the 
locals and became humble and caring. The 
idea pleased Bob, his wife Debbie, and 
their children, and they embarked on a 
brand-new adventure.

Off to town
The layout came together, at least its 
framework and track, in a quick and pleas-
ant manner. Maybe Bob didn’t work as fast 
as Lightning McQueen raced, but he defi-
nitely moved along and made productive 
use of the many articles he had read over 
the years in Classic Toy Trains magazines. 
Besides, he already had a track plan 
embedded in his head. Bob planned to lay 
track in an arrangement based on the 
route plied by the Casey Jr. circus train, a 
beloved attraction at Disneyland in Ana-
heim, Calif., for more than six decades.

First things first, however. With the 
help of his son, Bob completed the open-
grid benchwork, using 2 x 4 lumber for the 
legs and 1 x 4 pieces for the cross supports. 
Once the two were satisfied with the con-
struction, they laid down commercial cork 
roadbed and then screwed into it sections 
of GarGraves track. 

A display with the dimensions of his 
struck Bob as hardly demanding a system 
of command control. From the vantage 
point of the Lionel No. 37946 GW-180 
transformer he installed, he could see 
everything going on and easily operate one 
or two trains.

No, for Bob and his adult children the 
name of the game on this layout was going 
to be scenery and structures. Bob needed 
to develop a convincing locale, one that 
viewers would believe to be Radiator 
Springs out in the desert.

Key were the sandstone mountains, 
cliffs, and rock formations surrounding 
the town and its famous if abandoned 
two-lane highway. Bob relied on Shaper 
Sheets from Woodland Scenics. He modi-
fied them to conform to the contours of 
the base he had created using Styrofoam. 
Over the shell he applied Sculptamold.

The unforgettable look of southwestern 
deserts was replicated on Bob’s layout with 
the hobby acrylics he brushed on. His 
favorite brands were Americana and 
Ceramcoat. As he was applying the colors 

3   Assisted by his children and wife, Bob enjoyed every minute of building his O gauge layout. 
Talking vehicles from the motion picture Cars share the spotlight with new trains from the 
current lines being cataloged by Lionel, Menards, and Williams by Bachmann.
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AT A GLANCE
Bob Davies’ O gauge layout

Dimensions: 5½ x 15½ feet

Track: GarGraves (diameters range 
from 42 to 54 inches)

Motive power: Lionel, Williams by 
Bachmann

Rolling stock: Lionel, Menards

Controls: Lionel GW-180 trans-
former

Accessories: Z-Stuff for Trains

Structures: Mattel, MTH

Vehicles: Mattel

4   Bob based the track plan of his compact 
layout on the route traveled by Casey Jr., a 
circus train running at Disneyland in south-
ern California. The lines on the main level and 
the elevated area are independent and lack 
any sidings or spurs. Steam and diesel motive 
power ride comfortably over the neatly bal-
lasted GarGraves sections.

An assortment of Mattel’s Disney/Pixar 
Precision Series buildings and vehicles as 
well as magnificent landscaping provide 
Bob’s 85-square-foot three-rail display with 
a personality kids and adults find wonder-
fully entertaining. The numbered arrows 
correspond to the numbers in each of the 
captioned photos taken by his wife, Debbie.
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to the scenery shell, he sprayed them with 
a mist of water. Why the two-handed 
method? “To ensure the paint flowed into 
all the cracks and crevices left after the 
Sculptamold had hardened,” he explained.

Building the town
The remaining scenic effects – dried 
grasses and natural dirt, miniature cacti 
and Joshua trees – went on where Bob in 
consultation with Emily and Ray thought 
they would look right and provide the 
necessary accents to key areas. A back-lit 
waterfall made using Water Effects from 
Woodland Scenics enhanced another spot 
and always wins compliments.

In certain respects, everything to this 
point, including the desert effects and the 
three-dimensional backdrops created by 
applying Sculptamold over Styrofoam, 
merely laid the groundwork for building 
Radiator Springs. Here, Bob received help-
ful assistance from his daughter that made 
the town come alive.

What Bob had in mind for the colorful 
settlement didn’t originate in the catalogs 
issued by well-known model railroad 
manufacturers or other obvious sources. 
The exception was the operating firehouse 
from MTH Electric Trains.

the railroad tracks over which his modest 
roster of engines operates.

“Look,” Bob says with a hint of defen-
siveness in his voice, “I have a great time 
running my Lionel and Williams by Bach-
mann locomotives. But for me, coming up 
with the town and tracking down all the 
structures and vehicles where I had the 
most fun. That and creating the sculpted 
backdrops with indirect lighting. I’m really 
proud of the Cadillac Mountain Range, 
which consists of tailfins from model 
Coupe de Villes and El Dorados from 
every year between 1957 and 1962. You 
gotta love ’em!”

Frankly, you just gotta love everything 
about this one-of-a-kind three-rail display. 
Bob thought out of the box when he fas-
tened onto the plot and characters from 
Cars as the basis for an attractive and 
entertaining O gauge layout in which he is 
the only human being connected with the 
one and only town there. Until any vehicle 
calling Radiator Springs its home says oth-
erwise, the friendly and talented Mr. 
Davies can claim to be mayor! 

Instead, Emily and he searched for 
entries in the Disney/Pixar Precision 
Series of buildings marketed by toy giant 
Mattel. Besides having been designed to 
model what viewers of Cars had seen, 
those structures were equipped with lights.

In addition, Bob noted, “the buildings 
from Mattel are all photo-celled. As a 
result, when I turn off the lights in my 
train room, they light up. It reminds me of 
the beautiful neon lights and signs I see 
when I go to Las Vegas, which is a short 
drive from our home.”

A highlight of Radiator Springs is the 
intersection of Route 66 and Cross Street. 
Bob installed the irregularly flashing yel-
low traffic light as seen in the movie Cars. 
It, like the oldies tunes constantly playing 
in town, really entertain viewers, even the 
youngest ones.

Out of the box
Structures and scenery, plenty of vehicles, 
and absolutely no figures. Oh, one more 
element gives Bob’s miniature version of 
Radiator Springs its pleasing personality: 

5   Whenever Bob Davies feels an attack of “the whimsies” is coming on, he takes immediate 
action and he places at the head of a freight train Wilson the diesel, one of the engines from 
Chuggington, an animated British children’s series. A detailed steamer will be substituted for 
the toy-like locomotive as soon as the mood has passed.



Trains.com      55

6  The engineer running the Southern Pacific freight train 
on the upper level breathes a sigh of relief every time he 
escapes Willy’s Butte, the rock formation dominating the 
mountains that looks a bit like a car hood ornament.
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The association of Christmas and 
Lionel trains was first deposited in 
my memory bank before I turned 
four back in 1944. The trimmed 

tree, standing perfectly straight in a large 
bucket of sand and loaded with Noma 
bubble lights, tinsel, and prewar glass 
ornaments imported from Germany or 
Japan, was topped off by a beautiful star.

Our tree was encircled by an O gauge 
layout, whose design came from a Lionel 
instruction booklet. The train running 
around it consisted of a No. 259E engine 
and its four-wheel tender pulling Nos. 804 
tank car, 809 dump car, and 831 flatcar 
with a wood load, plus a No. 807 caboose.

STORY BY DAVID R. GOODHART

Maybe the best day of my childhood!

WHEN DAD TOOK ME TO  
LIONEL’S SHOWROOM

 Ready to go
My dad, son of a Reading Co. railroader, 
loved trains, so he made sure that 259E 
was always in tiptop shape. A member of 
the faculty at New York University in 
Manhattan, he went to Lionel’s showroom 
at 15 E. 26th St. whenever he needed any-
thing for the prewar train. In fact, during 
World War II, he made several trips to 
“Lionel Mecca,” as we called it, and 
described its many treasures.

I listened to my father and begged to go 
to Lionel’s headquarters. Even after the 
war, Dad kept hesitating. Finally in the late 
autumn of 1949 he relented. I could not 
wait for my first trip to the hallowed place.

Dad and I then rode in a Stilwell coach 
behind steam on the Erie RR from Ruther-
ford, N.J., to the Erie terminal in Jersey 
City. We boarded the Hudson Tube train 
to take us beneath the Hudson River to the 
9th Street Station in lower Manhattan. 
After lunch at Chock Full o’Nuts and a 
stop at NYU, we took a cab to Lionel.

As we pulled up to a nondescript build-
ing, I couldn’t hide my disappointment. I 
had envisioned a building with a big Lio-
nel sign, perhaps a flashing one in iconic 
colors of orange and blue with a welcome 
mat. I expected to see a brightly lit street-
level display of trains and accessories. 

The highlight of David Goodhart’s visit to Lionel headquarters in New York City back in 1949 was without question seeing the huge O gauge 
layout that had recently been built to fill the main part of the showroom. This shot reveals how several trains were running at the same time.
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After all, New York’s department stores 
had window displays during the holidays.

Dad and I opened the heavy glass front 
doors leading a rather dark lobby. In the 
narrow entryway over to the left, opposite 
the elevators, the tenants of the building 
were listed on an encased blackboard on 
the wall. Lionel was on an upper floor.

We entered an elevator that was more 
like a freight elevator than the impressive 
ones in department stores. Still, it did have 
an operator; no self-service here. The ele-
vator wasn’t full. I began to wonder if my 
expectations far exceeded reality. I wasn’t 
crestfallen, but to put it mildly I was envel-
oped with feelings of disappointment.

The elevator stopped, and the metal 
gate was carefully opened. As Dad and I 
exited, we saw the front of a Pennsylvania 
RR steam turbine heading toward us.

I vaguely remember the sound of a 
steam locomotive and a periodic whistle, 
but those effects might just be wishful 
thinking. But I do know the headlight 
shown and the red keystone sparkled. The 
face of that engine was immense, so we felt 
tiny when passing by it as we headed to 
the showroom. I was awestruck, and my 
sadness immediately gone. 

 Inside the showroom
As Dad and I put the turbine behind us, 
we noticed on the shiny illuminated wall 
in front of us glass display cases contain-
ing items from the Lionel archives. There 
were a few prewar pieces I had seen in pic-
tures and had become bases for current 
production. I recall a brass-finished engine 
from the early 1900s, the famous gondola 
that launched the business, two massive 
one-of-a-kind electrics known as the Brute 
and the Super 381, the prewar No. 700E 

scale New York Central Hudson, and a 
display of OO gauge trains.

Then came the main event! To our left 
was the large, brightly lit showroom. In 
the center, between posts on both sides, 
stood a layout that to my 9-year-old eyes 
was truly enormous. The subway at the 
south end was an immediate eye catcher. 
A GG1 electric pulling at least four or five 
heavyweight cars operated in 
that subterranean space.

On the main line was a No. 
2333 red-and-silver Santa Fe 
F3 diesel pulling a long 
freight. The control panel was 
on the east side of the layout 
and roped off; an “engineer” 
was at the controls. Packed 
with ZW transformers plus 
RCS and switch control 
boxes, it looked more like the 
instrument panel in the cock-
pit of an airplane I had seen a 
short time earlier than part of 
a toy display. The rest of the 
layout was surrounded by a 
cantilevered railing so onlook-
ers like us were able to get “up 
close and personal,” yet not too close. 

There were a number of visitors that 
day, but the place didn’t feel too crowded. 
There were several roaming staff observ-
ers, primarily concerned with little hands 
getting too close to the layout, but I don’t 
remember them as being intrusive. If any-
thing, they were somewhat aloof, as 
though no one was too eager to respond to 

a myriad of questions from a kid. Surely 
for them, at that time of year, there were 
many long days. 

 Other memories
Around the perimeter of the showroom I 
could discern a number of doors to offices. 
Another door led to the Service Depart-
ment, where Dad went for brushes and 

bulbs. Here, as in the entry 
hall, there were displays of 
current and archival items. 

I also remember seeing 
small display layouts used 
for demonstration pur-
poses. At least one of them 
featured lots of accessories, 
but I honestly don’t remem-
ber if any of them had 
trains operating. Surpris-
ingly, there was no free lit-
erature of any kind, includ-
ing consumer catalogs, to 
be handed out. At least 

there was no admission fee.
My father and I stayed in 

the Lionel showroom for a 
long time, and it took a good 

deal of prodding from him to get me to 
leave so we could head over to our next 
stop, the Gilbert Hall of Science. But that’s 
a story for another time. Our trip home, 
again behind steam through the Meadow-
lands and over the Hackensack River and 
Berry’s Creek to the first stop, Rutherford, 
was the perfect ending to an unforgettable 
day of railroading. 

Lifelong O gauger David Goodhart spent many hours as a boy running the Lionel No. 259E 
steam engine and tender combination his dad had received when he was young. The popular 
duo, cataloged between 1933 and ’42, pulled a promotional four-car freight outfit similar in 
many ways to the No. 290E set illustrated in the consumer catalog for 1937.

Memories of a visit to the 
Lionel showroom in 1949 
remain vibrant in David’s 
mind and still inspire him.
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Gracing pages 42 and 43 of the slick 
Lionel 2022 Volume 1 catalog were 
the newest listing of the SD40-2. 

The SD40-2 is no stranger to a Lionel cata-
log; this is the first release since the 2018 
Volume 2 catalog.

For this release Lionel offered four road 
names and five paint schemes – each with 
a powered and a non-powered option. The 
road names are Burlington Northern; Bur-
lington Northern in a Spirit of 1776 red, 
white, and blue scheme; Louisville & Indi-
ana; Savage; and  Union Pacific in Desert 
Victory camouflage. 

My O gauge model is a custom paint 
scheme from this run of models offered by 
Mr. Muffin’s Trains in Atlanta, Ind.

These units have road-specific detail-
ing, notably with roof items, brake wheel, 
pilots, and trucks. They come with Kine-
matic pilots, a smoke unit, and front and 
rear Electrocouplers. Measuring 19 inches 
in length, they require O-54 curves.

The SD40-2 units can be operated con-
ventionally or with Legacy, Bluetooth, and 

TrainMaster Command Control. All the 
powered units have an MSRP of $649.99; 
non-powered units are $349.99. However, 
it’s been my experience you can always get 
a better deal through a Lionel dealer. 

The non-powered units don’t have any 
electronics on board. Since the most 
recent release of non-powered diesels had 
a “Superbass” speaker system, these 
“dummy” engines leave a bit to be desired.

However, if you want to create a multi-
unit consist, you’ll find they’ve been priced 
so you can add some complexity without 
spending an extra $650. 

There’s something about these SD40-2s 
from Lionel that really stands out for me. 
Perhaps it’s the popularity of regional rail-
roads and short lines, or it could be the 
fact that they look so nice on an O gauge 
layout regardless of its size. Maybe it’s 
because these road diesels are packed with 
great features for a great price.

While Lionel offered only a few road 
names, hobbyists were not limited to what 
was cataloged. It seems that custom run 

options are inevitable, and that’s how I 
scored my Wheeling & Lake Erie version. 

Comparing this version to my 2018 
W&LE unit, the detailing has improved.

These diesels are quite popular and 
some dealers are still expecting them to 
arrive. — Chris Montagna/Chris’s Trains 
and Things, YouTube

This great heavy hauler is back with new road names and detail

Product reviews

Lionel Legacy SD40-2Lionel Legacy SD40-2
O Gauge Legacy SD40-2 
by Lionel
Price: $649.99; non-powered $349.99 
(No. 2233964; Mr. Muffin’s Trains)

Features: Fan-driven smoke; directional 
lighting with LED headlights; marker 
lights; Kinematic pilots; ElectroCouplers

Current Lionel-offered road names: 
Burlington Northern; Burlington North-
ern Bicentennial scheme; Louisville & 
Indiana; Savage; Union Pacific Desert 
Victory scheme 

Website: www.Lionel.com



The appearance of the engine is excellent overall. The paint has crisp separations, and there’s 
no overspray. The shell and handrails are exactly the same as the Gilbert postwar Geep.
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This classic gets new 
road names

FlyerChief GP7: 
the stalwart in S  

This release of FlyerChief GP7s is from 
the Lionel 2021 Volume 2 catalog 
and has engines for the Burlington 

Northern, Chesapeake & Ohio, Lehigh 
Valley, and Wabash railroads plus two sets. 
One is a Texas & Pacific freight, and the 
other is a Clinchfield coal hauler.

I unpacked the S gauge road diesel, 
along with its manual and FlyerChief con-
troller, the latter of which is marked for 
the Wabash engine. There were no extra 
traction tires or special items in the box. 

After lubricating the engine as speci-
fied, I ran it with a transformer. It showed 
quick responses, and there were no issues. 

Using two Lionel buttons wired into my 
layout, I tested the sounds. Everything 
worked as specified.

There are switches underneath to 
choose transformer only or the trans-
former with the handheld controller. You 
can also turn off the sound system.

The RailSounds were perfect, and the 
buttons activated the whistle and bell. 
Crew talk is activated with a short blast of 
the whistle button; it worked as it should.

Next, I used the supplied controller; it 
was completely successful.

Finally I used my smart phone with the 
LionChief Bluetooth app. Again, the 
engine performed perfectly. The app gives 
you a lot more control options than do the 
handheld or universal units. 

My layout uses original Flyer track and 
switches, meaning there are tight curves 
and Gilbert switch issues. The Lionel GP7 
diesel handled both without difficulty. 

I tested pulling ability by placing Gil-
bert-era Flyer freight cars behind the 
engine until it stalled. The Geep was able 
to pull 19 cars before being unable to start 
– good for an engine with only one motor.

Lionel has also redesigned the Flyer-
Chief GP7 trucks for the first time in 60 
years to be more prototypical than earlier 
Gilbert or “Flyonel” models.  

For its $274.99 list price, this engine is 
a good value. That’s only a $25 increase 
since the 2017 models. — Bill Clark 

Note the railroad-specific detailing: The W&LE unit includes horns be-
tween the cooling fans; the Norfolk Southern model behind does not. 

The new models feature Kinematic couplers and pilot detail where 
aplicable specific to the railroad, including plows and m.u. hoses.

S Gauge FlyerChief GP7 
by Lionel
Price: $274.99; No. 2221040 

Features: FlyerChief control with user 
selected operational modes; LED 
lights; switches for background 
sounds, smoke, and transformer 
remote operation mode; RailSounds 
RC sound system with background 
sounds, whistle, horn, bell, and 
announcements; traction tires; direc-
tional headlights; Electrocouplers

Current road names: Burlington 
Northern, Chesapeake & Ohio; Lehigh 
Valley; Wabash; plus Clinchfield and 
Texas & Pacific available in sets

Website: www.Lionel.com
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CLOSING DATES:  
March 2023 closes December 14,  

May closes Feb. 15, July closes Apr. 19,  

Sept closes June 14, Nov closes Aug. 16

Events
IA, MONTICELLO: 2023 Train Show.  2 Days, February 
4-5, 2023.  Saturday 10am-5pm and Sunday 9am-1pm.  
Berndes Center, Jones County Fairgrounds, 766 N. Maple St., 
Monticello, IA 52310.  Tables $30.  Admission: $5, children 
under 12 free with paid adult.  Monticel lo RR Club,  
PO Box 169, Monticello IA 52310 or email Ron Ackermann at  
rack611@gmail.com

NC, ASHEVILLE: Asheville Train Show.  Western North 
Carol ina Agr icultural Center.  Februar y 24-25, 2023.   
Friday noon-7:00pm and Saturday 9:00am-5:00pm.  Admission 
$6.00, under 10 free.  All scales, all gauges, collectibles, 
artifacts, operating layouts, hundreds of vendor tables.  
More: www.Asheville-Trainshow.com

NJ, BRICK: ECTP and Collectibles LLC presents The Brick 
Train Show.  Elks Lodge, 2491 Hooper Avenue, Brick, NJ 
08723.  Sunday, Januar y 8, 2023, 9:00am-2:00pm.  
Admission: $7.00; under 12 free with adult.  John LaLima  
732-845-5966.  Go to  www.eastcoasttrainparts.com  and 
click on The Brick Show.

NJ, TOMS RIVER: ECTP and Collectibles LLC presents 
the Toms River Toy & Train Game Day Show.  Elks Lodge, 600 
Washington St., Toms River, NJ 08753.  Sunday, February 12, 
2023, 9:00am-2:00pm.  Admission: $7.00; under 12 free with 
adult. John LaLima 732-845-5966. Go to  www.eastcoasttrainparts.com  
and click on Toms River Show.

NY, LINDENHURST: Long Island Classic Train Show/Swap 
Meet.  Fireman’s Memorial Park, 555 Heling Blvd. (north of 
Hartford St.), Lindenhurst, NY 11757.  January 15, 2023, 
February 12, 2023, and March 19, 2023.  8:30am-1:00pm.  
Adults $5.00, under 16 free w/adult. 100+ tables.  Handicap 
accessible. Contact: John Mitchel l 917-596-3494 or  
John Miata 516-353-1751.  Email: LIClassicTrainShow@hotmail.com

OH, MASSILLON: CJ Trains Winter Train and Toy Show.  
Massillon Knights of Columbus Hall, 988 Cherry Road NW, 
44647.  Sunday, December 11, 2022, 10:00am-3:00pm.  
Admission: $5.00, 12 and under FREE.  $25/dealer table,  
152 - 8’ dealer tables.  Jon Ulbright, PO Box 446, Wooster, 
OH 44691, 330-262-7488, cathijon@sssnet.com  www.cjtrains.com

OH, TOLEDO: Greater Toledo Train & Toy Show.  Owens 
Community College (SHAC), 30335 Oregon Rd., Perrysburg, 
OH 43551.  Sunday, March 12, 2023, 11:00am-3:00pm.   
“Early Birds” 9:00am-3:00pm.  Adults $7, Early Bird Adults 
$10, Ch i ld ren 12 and under FREE w/ pa id adu l t .   
Contact: Randy Ramsey, 1566 South Ave., Toledo, OH 43609, 
419 -215 -4181, ema i l :  to ledotoymasters@gmai l .com,  
website: www.toymasters.org

OK, STILLWATER: Winter Train Show.  Saturday, February 
18, 2023, 9am-3pm.  Payne County Fairgrounds Expo Hall.   
3 miles east of Stillwater on Hwy 51.  4518 Expo Cir E, 
Stillwater, OK 74075. Operating layouts and door prizes. 
Concessions available.  Admission: $5.00, kids under 18 free.  
For information: www.ttos-soonerdiv.org

PA, CHESWICK: “TRAINS, TRAINS, TRAINS: SHOW!” 
Pittsburgh Shrine Center, 1877 Shriners Way, Cheswick, PA 
15024.  Sunday, January 29, 2023.  10am-3pm.  Sponsored by 
the Fort Pitt Division of the Train Collectors Association.  
200+ tables; new & used trains: all gauges.  Please enjoy our 
event for $5.  All are welcome! Info at:  www.HobbyTrainCollectors.org

TX, HOUSTON: TCA Lone Star Division Gulf Coast 
Chapter Toy Train Show and Swap Meet.  Saturday, January 7, 
2023, 10am-4pm. Hi l ton Houston Westchase, 9999 
Westheimer Rd., Houston, TX 77042.  Admission at the door: 
$8 individual, $13 family.  Questions and vendor table info, 
c o n t a c t :  M a r k  H e a v e n e r ,  2 8 1 - 7 2 8 - 8 5 8 5  o r  
email: gulfcoasttca@gmail.com.  $1 off with f lyer, visit:  
www.TCA-gulfcoastchapter.org

TX, PLANO: Dallas Area Winter Train Show.  Plano Event 
Center, 2000 E. Spring Creek Parkway.  January 21-22, 2023, 
Saturday 10am-5pm; Sunday 10am-4pm.  Adults $10.00, 12 
and under free w/adult. 80,000 sq.ft. of model railroading with 
numerous operating layouts, layout tours, vendors, and door 
prizes. Information: Chris Atkins, chris@railroadmodelers.com 
469-438-0741. Visit: www.dfwtrainsshow.com

WI, LA CROSSE: The 31st Annual Great Tri-State Rail Sale.  
La Crosse Center, 2nd & Pearl Streets.  Saturday, January 28, 
2023.  9:00am-3:00pm.  Admission $5.00, under 12 free. 300 
vendor tables.  All Scales; Model, Toy & Antique Trains & 
Memorabilia. Information: 4000 Foundation, PO Box 3411,  
La Crosse, WI 54602, 608-781-9383.  Visit: www.4000foundation.com

S Gauge For Sale
AF TRAINS, PARTS, ACCESSORIES. Vis i t  
www.trainsmore.com or send $3.00 for printed catalog to 
Trains & More, P.O. Box 1751, Manchester, CT 06045-1751.

MASSIVE LIST OF GILBERT AND LIONEL 
AMERICAN FLYER: Updated daily. Original boxed sets, 
engines, cars, accessories, rare paper, catalogs and more, 
including boxed Plasticville, American Flyer and Plasticville 
parts. Buying all Flyer. Send $4.25 postage, Judy Hajash,  
PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-0005. 304-359-2194.

O Gauge For Sale
FOR SALE: WILLIAMS “O” GAUGE. Item No. 40201, 
Full Scale NYC Hudson 4-6-4 with Tender, new and boxed 
$750.00. Free shipping. SSAE for more new Williams items. 
Blazey, 4807 Lewis Ave., Toledo, OH 43612.  419-699-0018

LIONEL “SUPER O” TRACKAGE: All Super O BOUGHT 
& SOLD. Long t ime re l iab le suppl ier. Contact Mike  
at: hspanier@aol.com or call 708-845-0937

LIONEL MARX PLASTICVILLE: Big list of boxed sets, 
engines, cars, etc. Rare paper, catalogs, Lionel O, O27 & HO. 
Marx O & HO. Plasticville and Plasticville parts. Send $3.00 
postage, Judy Hajash, PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-0005. 
304-359-2194.

LIONEL: BOXED SETS: 31711 Wabash AB Freight Set  
w/ add-on A Unit $695: 31727 Rio Grande AB Freight Set  
w/ add-on A Unit $795: 29122 Erie Lackawanna F-3 Pass Set 
$795.  F-3’s: 18130 Santa Fe ABA $595: 18135 New York 
Central ABA $595: 38100 Texas Special ABA $895: 18191 
Western Pacific AA $495: 11903 Atlantic Coast Line ABA 
$595: 38144 C&O AA $595: 38197 Southern Pacific ABA 
$595: 14500 Kansas City Southern ABA $895: 38103 Texas 
Special A $395: 14520 Texas Special B $295: 18178 New York 
Central B $195: 14561 C&O B $295: 14562 Kansas City 
Southern B $395.  PASSENGER CARS: 19165 Lionel Lines 
4-Pack $295: 19154 Atlantic Coast Line 4-Pack $295: 29129 
Texas Special 4-Pack $595: 39166 Texas Special 2-Pack 
$295. SOUND CARS: 39118 Texas Special $250: 39104 Erie 
Lackawanna $195: 39105 Milwaukee Road $195: 39197 
Canadian Pacific $195: 39106 Canadian Pacific 2-Pack $175: 
39151 Canadian Pacific 2-Pack $250: 25449 Santa Fe Sound 
Car $250.  Call Jim: 570-655-4891, 3pm-9pm EST, Sun-Thurs.

O Gauge Wanted
ALL TRAIN COLLECTORS- We need more trains to 
supply our large customer  base. Modern era specialists- 
Lionel, MTH, K-Line, Williams, Weaver, 3rd Rail, etc. We buy 
collections, store inventories, and parts of all sizes and eras. 
Send us your list or call us today. We travel extensively all over 
the US and Canada. Trainz, 2740 Faith Industrial Dr., Suite 
200, Buford, GA 30518. 866-285-5840, Scott@trainz.com 
Fax: 770-271-1295.

HONEST, VERY RELIABLE, established buyer of Lionel, 
MPC, American Flyer, Ives, Marx and others. I will pay cash for 
large or small collections or dealer inventories. Long time 
advertiser in this magazine. I want to spend $200,000 this 
year. I will travel if merited. Please call or send a list (with your 
price if possible). Charles Siegel, 387 Imperial Blvd., Ste. 2, 
Cape Canaveral, FL 32920. 321-799-4005. Fax 321-799-4044.

WE BUY ALL COLLECTIONS BIG & SMALL Lionel, 
American Flyer, K-Line, Marx, Weaver, Williams, Marklin, 
Hornby & more. Ready to travel, 30 years experience, 
confidential. Send us your lists today, 306 Sonoma Drive, 
Su i te  773 ,  A l l e n ,  T X 75 013 .  w w w.t x t r a i ns .c om,  
texastrains@yahoo.com, Phone: 972-824-7123

Standard Gauge For Sale
USA TRACK LLC. Traditional tubular tinplate Standard 
Gauge (2-1/8” gauge) toy train track made entirely in the USA. 
Ful ly compatible with v intage Standard Gauge track, 
reproduction Standard Gauge switches and Ross Custom 
Switches. Contact StandardGaugeTrack@gmail.com or visit  
www.StandardGaugeTrack.com

Miscellaneous For Sale
LEVENTON HOBBY SUPPLY: We offer American Flyer 
trains and parts for all gauges.  Also, some erector parts 
available.  For a list, call or send a SASE to PO Box 1525, 
Chehalis, WA 98532.  360-748-6236

Miscellaneous Wanted
ALL ELECTRIC SLOT CARS WANTED. Any kind, any 
condit ion. Top dol lar pa id. PAUL at 248-760 -6960.  
E-mail: slotcarguy@slotcarguy.com

ATX CONTROLLERS by 3-Rail Innovations.  Please call 
412-716-6339 or email:  worekmichael@gmail.com

MODEL AUTOMOBILE AND TRUCK KITS. Unbuilt or 
built. One piece to large collection. Good prices paid. Fred 
Sterns, 48 Standish, Buffalo, NY 14216, phone 716-838-6797, 
fax 716-836-6057, email: fsterns@aol.com

Services Available
TRAINPROGRAMMING.COM - Spark your grandkids’ 
interest in both programming AND O-gauge trains - by 
showing them how to use a simple DCC ‘programmable model 
train controller’ to control your trains automatically.  VIDEO 
shows examples.  James Ingram, TCA 87-26080, VMS  
570-322-7597.

All listed events were confirmed as active at the time of press.  
Please contact event sponsor for current status of the event.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
This section is open to anyone who wants to sell or buy toy trains 
merchandise. CL ASSIC TOY TR AINS reserves the right to edit 
undesirable copy or to refuse listing.
Word Rate per issue: 1 insertion – $1.06 per word, 3 insertions – $1.00 
per word, 6 insertions – 92¢ per word. $35 minimum order per issue.  
Payment must accompany the ad. To receive the discount you must order 
and prepay for all ads at one time. Count all initials, single numbers, 
groups of numbers (i.e. 4-6-4 or K4’s), names, address number, street 
number each as one word. Example: R. Meister, 400 E Depot Ave., 
Waukesha, WI 53187 would count as 8 words.
Events Rate: $45 per issue (55 word maximum). Ads will contain the 
following information about the event: state, city, sponsoring organization 
and name of event, meet, auction or show, dates, location, times, 
admission fee, name and/or telephone number and/or email of person to 

contact for information. Name, daytime telephone number and street 
address of the person providing the information is also required but need 
not be included in the ad. Unless otherwise requested, ads will be 
published in the issue month that the event occurs in. Additional months 
are available at the $45 per issue fee. Please specify issue date(s).
All copy is set in standard 6 point type. First several words only set in 
bold face. If possible, ads should be sent typewritten and categorized to 
ensure accuracy.
For CTT’s private records, please furnish a telephone number and when 
using a P.O. Box in your ad, a street address.
SEND YOUR ADS TO: Classic Toy Trains — Classified Advertising  
21027 Crossroads Circle, P.O. Box 1612 Waukesha, WI 53187-1612  
888 558-1544 Ext. 551 Fax: 262-796-0126
E-mail: classads@kalmbach.com

Visit 
Trains.com/c� /subscription-plans

Read Classic Toy Trains
on your favorite device! 

 • Live links.
 • Zoom in & magnify.
 • Bookmark pages.

Digital!Go
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All scales G through N, collectibles old & new. 
Authorized LGB, Lionel, MTH & Märklin dealer. 

One of the most complete train stores in
So. Calif. UPS worldwide shipper.

Visit our website at www.trainshack.com

CALIFORNIA • Burbank

THE TRAIN SHACK
1030 N. Hollywood Way 800-572-9929

Largest selection in the East Bay. 93 foot 
operating HO layout. Buy - sell - trade - consign 

- repairs - detail parts in all scales. Lionel. 
Discount prices & friendly service.

Website: www.just-trains.com

CALIFORNIA • Concord

JUST  TRAINS
5650 Imhoff Dr. 925-685-6566

Model rail specialists since 1951.
LGB, Lionel, O, S, On3, HO, HOn3, N, Z.

Complete stock of brass imports, new & used.
Books, tools, structures, detail parts.

Open 7 days.  ww.thewhistlestop.com

CALIFORNIA • Pasadena

THE ORIGINAL WHISTLE STOP INC.
2490 E. Colorado Blvd. 626-796-7791

A full service model train Store! Large 
inventory, HO, N, O & O27 Tinplate. 

Books, videos, collectors & gift items. 
Repair service. We buy old toy trains. 

www.westerndepot.com

CALIFORNIA • Yuba City

THE WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Ave. #203 530-673-6776

No sales tax at the Delaware seashore.
Lionel new & used...also Atlas, Bachmann,

MTH. We buy used trains. Auth. Lionel repairs.
Large inventory of used HO trains.

Open Tues-Sat 10-4:30, Closed Sun & Mon

DELAWARE • Ocean View

SEASIDE HOBBIES
15 Daisey Ave. 302-539-1601

Lionel, American Flyer, MTH
on the internet

www.traincity.com
www.choochooauctions.com

FLORIDA • Cape Canaveral

TRAIN CITY, INC. - CHARLES SIEGEL
387 Imperial Blvd., Ste. 2 321-799-4005

Largest train store in the South.
MTH, Lionel, LGB, HO & N. Five operating

layouts. Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm
Sun (Nov-Jan) 10-1.

Email us at rtrtrains@aol.com

FLORIDA • Miami

READY TO ROLL
831 NW 143rd Street 305-688-8868

Competitive prices, friendly service.
All makes & models, trains & accessories 

New store hours, Tue-Sat. 9:00am-5:00pm.
www.trainsbyjohnson.com

Directions: Old Palafox St. at 10 Mile Rd.

FLORIDA • Pensacola

TRAINS BY JOHNSON
10412 N. Palafox Hwy. 850-478-8584

2600 sq. ft. Showroom. Lionel & MTH Dealer
NEW, USED, BUY/SELL * All Gauges Z thru G

Over 6,000 Parts. Repair Services. Trains, Track,
Sets, Scenic Supplies.  Mon 1-5, Tue-Sat 10-6

www.zitniktrains.com

FLORIDA • Tampa Bay - Pinellas Park

ZITNIK TRAINS
5193 73rd Ave. N. 727-201-9668

Lionel Train Top 10 Dealer
MTH Train Mega Dealer

400 SF Layout – HUGE Selection
www.legacystation.com

GEORGIA • Atlanta (Lilburn)

LEGACY STATION TRAINS
4153 Lawrenceville Hwy., #12 770-339-7780

Model train museum and hobby shop
MTH • Atlas • Lionel • scenery supplies

Layout construction help / workshop 
Club sized 3-rail display layout

mrmuf� nstrains.com

INDIANA • Atlanta

MR MUFFIN’S TRAINS
177 West Main 765-292-2022

Home of I Love Toy Trains DVDs – specializing
in scale O gauge model railroading. Two large
operating layouts. We buy/sell Lionel. Certi� ed
Lionel repair & service center. Web: tmbv.com

Sat 10-4 CST.  Other days, call for an appt.

INDIANA • Michigan City

I LOVE TOY TRAINS - THE STORE
4212 West 1000 North 219-879-2822

MTH, K-Line, Williams, Lionel, Gargraves,
New & Used, Authorized MTH & Lionel Service 

Center. Mon - Sat 10-5; Sun 11-4      
skippertim99@gmail.com

IOWA • Dubuque

CATHY’S TREASURES
Electric RR Dealer/Upgrades 563-590-5318

O, S. HO, N, Z & G Scale
Lionel, MTH, A/F, Marklin, LGB & more!

New, Used & Vintage. Extensive scenery line. 
Repair, custom work & layouts.

www.fredstrainshop.com

KANSAS • Overland Park (KC Area)

FRED’S TRAIN SHOP
8909 Santa Fe Dr. 913-383-3500

Specializing in all scales and gauges
of model trains. Lionel, American Flyer,
Marx, Athearn, MDC, to name a few.

Railroad photos and memorabilia also.
Tuesday - Saturday 10am-6pm

KANSAS • Topeka

YESTERDAY’S WORLD
901 N. Kansas Ave. 217-251-1430

One of the largest operating train layouts and 
museum. MTH, Lionel, Z, N, HO, O, G, scenery, 

magazines, videos. Thomas, Brio, Rokenbok 
System, Lionel/AF logo stools. Call for hours. 

www.the-train-room.com

MARYLAND • Hagerstown

THE TRAIN ROOM
360 S. Burhans Blvd. 301-745-6681

50+ years of trains experience. Largest
contemporary tinplate dealer in the U.S.
Complete lines of Lionel and MTH trains.
Wed-Fri 10-5, Sat 9-3, Sun-Tues closed.

SideTrackHobbies.com

MARYLAND • Leonardtown

SIDE TRACK HOBBIES
40845 Merchants Ln 301-475-5381

G - 1 - O - S - HO - N - Z
Buy - Sell - Trade - New - Used - Repairs

Märklin Dealer
Wednesday - Sunday 11:30-6

Closed Monday & Tuesday

MASSACHUSETTS • Duxbury

DUXBURY GREEN, INC.
382 Kingstown Way (Rt. 53) 781-585-2164

Parts and service, factory experienced.
Parts list available, $4.00. Tue - Fri 9-5.

”The Coupler”, repair hints, back issues. 
Email: dave@drtinkertrains.com 
http://www.drtinkertrains.com

MASSACHUSETTS • Lexington

DR. TINKER’S ANTIQUE TOY TRAINS
1 Belfry Terrace 781-862-5798

Let your imagination run wild!
Z to G, Lionel, scenery, tools,

structures, scratchbuilding supplies,
special orders, ships, armor, cars, more...

MICHIGAN • Traverse City

TRAINS & THINGS HOBBIES
210 East Front St. 231-947-1353

Largest selection of prewar & postwar in
Midwest. Lionel, Am Flyer, Marx, Athearn,

Proto, Atlas, etc. 
Highest price for large collections.

www.TrainTownstl.net

MISSOURI • St. Louis

TRAIN TOWN
9836 Manchester Road 314-716-2755

The area’s most complete Lionel MPC, 
LTI selection. Buy, sell & trade. 

Postwar new & used. 
Accessories, parts and supplies.

NEVADA • Las Vegas

THE TRAIN ENGINEER
2550 Chandler #53 702-597-1754

Big selection of HO, N and Lionel O Gauge 
trains. Only 7 miles west of the Las Vegas strip. 

www.westsidetrainslv.com

NEVADA • Las Vegas

WESTSIDE TRAINS
2960 S. Durango #117 702-254-9475

Direct dealer for LIONEL and MTH. The largest
train store in northern NJ since 1974!

4 Showrooms plus Operating Layout. WE BUY
OLD TRAINS ~ Lionel Service Station #556.

www.TRAIN-STATION.COM

NEW JERSEY • Mountain Lakes

THE TRAIN STATION
12 Romaine Rd. 973-263-1979

Lionel Value-Added Dealer.
Authorized Service Station.

Lionel, MTH, Williams,Weaver, K-Line, 
GarGraves. New & Used O & O27. 

Glen Roc Shopping Center.

NEW JERSEY • Trenton/Ewing

TRAINS & THINGS
246 Scotch Rd. 609-883-8790

Lionel, MTH & Atlas
Discount Pricing

www.tomstrainsny.com
Call for hours.

NEW YORK • Ardsley

TOM’S TRAINS AT ARDSLEY
686 Saw Mill River Road 914-329-0354

Lionel MTH Sales and 
Lionel Service Station #144

Monday - Friday 9-5, Saturday 10-4
(Saturday hours October - April only)

www.gardnerthetraindoctor.com

NEW YORK • North Rose

GARDNER, “THE TRAIN DOCTOR”
8967 Ridge Rd., 1 mi E of 14 315-483-6577

We are your source for
O gauge trains & accessories.

We carry MTH, Lionel & Gargraves.
www.e-zcatch.com   e-zcatch@verizon.net

NEW YORK • Staten Island

E-Z CATCH HOBBY SHOP
5 Tysen St. 718-727-7373

K-Line Superstore, MTH, Lionel. Large selection 
of older MTH. First in O gauge.

In-store layout! Located off I-40. Tues-Sat 
9:30am-5pm. E-mail: JKonc52032@aol.com 

www.trainloft.com   Celebrating 20 years!

NORTH CAROLINA • Winston (Salem)

THE TRAIN LOFT
4007B Country Club Rd. 336-760-9817

MTH Service Center.  Authorized dealer for
MTH, Lionel, Atlas, Woodland Scenics.

Closed Sun & Mon
30 miles west of Cleveland - off State Rte. 20

www.stockyardexpressllc.com

OHIO • Oberlin (W. Cleveland)

STOCKYARD EXPRESS
49293 Plate Rd. 440-774-2131

Full service train shop
Lionel, 3-Rail, American Flyer
New-used-buy-consignments

T-F 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4, Closed Monday
www.hobbysmith.com  1-877-284-1912

OREGON • Portland

THE HOBBY SMITH
1809 NE Cesar Chavez Blvd. 503-284-1912

Your complete model railroad store. 
Gauges Z through G. 

Lionel, MTH, Atlas, K-Line
Mon-Sat 10am-4pm, Closed Sunday

www.wsor.com

OREGON • Portland

WHISTLE STOP TRAINS
11724 SE Division St. 503-761-1822

The Exclusive model railroad store.
From N to G, we stock it all.

OPEN 7 days a week.
Only minutes from Frederick, MD.

www.mainlinehobby.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Blue Ridge Summit

MAINLINE HOBBY SUPPLY
15066 Buchanan Trail E. 717-794-2860

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, Atlas & MTH
HO, N, ON30, Standard, O & S gauges

bought, sold & traded. Auth. service station.
www.nstrains.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Broomall

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS
2343 West Chester Pike 610-353-8585

Authorized Dealer of Lionel, Atlas-O, MTH. N to
G, Track, Remotes, Buildings, Accessories.

Buy, Sell, Trade, Repair. Mon-Sat: Noon-6pm
5,500+ SqFt. Exclusively Trains! 20,000+ items

PENNSYLVANIA • Greensburg

BRADY’S TRAIN OUTLET
1046 S. Main Street 724-838-8448

Lionel, American Flyer & MTH.
New Lionel & MTH at discount prices.
Standard O & S gauges bought, sold &

repaired. Authorized service station.
20 min. from York PA. Tue-Sat 12-6

PENNSYLVANIA • Hanover

TOY TRAINS UNLIMITED
38 York St. 717-637-4717

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, MTH, Marklin,
Bachmann, Williams.  HO, N & Z.  We buy,
sell & repair.  Mon-Fri 10-6; Sat & Sun 10-4

www.JoesTrainStation.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Hatboro

JOE’S TRAIN STATION
283 E. County Line Rd. 215-322-5182

Buy/sell/trade, repair all types of trains.
Giant Lionel village display during

the holiday season, November - January
Call for hours. Email: trainplum@yahoo.com

www.undergroundrrshop.com

PENNSYLVANIA • New Castle

THE UNDERGROUND RR SHOPPE
1906 Wilmington Rd. 724-652-4912

From trains to diecast to scenery, everything
for the layout builder. Open 7 days a week.

N, HO, O,  Lionel, LGB. 
Buy, sell, trade used  trains. Located adjacent
to Choo Choo Barn.   www.etrainshop.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Strasburg

STRASBURG TRAIN SHOP
226 Gap Road 717-687-0464

Lionel, MTH, Atlas O, Ross Custom Switches
GarGraves, Woodland Scenics

Please call or visit our website for hours.
www.cttrains.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Zelienople

CT MCCORMICK HARDWARE
147 S. Main St. 724-452-6130

All scales, all major brands 
of model railroad equipment.

We buy & sell used Lionel trains.
Open daily 10-6. Closed Sun.

SOUTH CAROLINA • West Columbia

NEW BROOKLAND RR & HOBBY SHOP
405 State St. 803-791-3958

Authorized Lionel Dealer. Pre-War, Post War & 
Modern. Hundreds of rolling stock cars. Large 
inventory of engines and accessories including 

O, HO, & N Scale.  Monday - Saturday 9-5

TENNESSEE • Murfreesboro

THOR’S
416-F Medical Center Pkwy. 615-895-6918

Of� cial Lionel Layout Builder Since 2001
Traingineer shop/showroom includes;

Custom Layouts, Modulars, Model Stations,
Bridge Kits...come see...there’s always

something new!! www.TWTrainWorxStore.com

TEXAS • Dallas

TW TRAINWORX
2808 McGowan St. 877-881-4997

OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon-Sat 10-6; Sun 11-4
Personal service/repairs/layout ideas. We ship.
Gauge G, O, HO, N, Thomas Wooden, & more.
I-95, EXIT 92, ONLY 1.2 Miles West to tracks.

www.trainandtoystore.com

VIRGINIA • Ashland (Richmond)

TINY TIM’S TOYS & TRAINS
104 S. Railroad Ave. 804-368-0063

Northern Virginia’s largest & most complete
train store for new & gently used Lionel,
MTH & Bachmann. We carry Standard,

O, O-27, S, HO & N. Expert repairs.
dandhtrains@comcast.net

VIRGINIA • Manassas

TOY TRAINS & COLLECTIBLES
7216 New Market Court 571-379-5497

Full service storefront & online store. All makes
& scales. New/used trains sales, service, repair

& upgrades. All scales & Digitrax dealer.
Online Sales Visit www.traindepot.biz

VIRGINIA/MARYLAND • Manassas, VA

TRAIN DEPOT
7249 Gabe Ct. 703-953-3767

Close to SEA-TAC airport - short drive from
downtown Seattle. New & vintage electric trains 

in all scales. Tues - Sat 11-6
www.electrictrainshop.com

WASHINGTON • Burien (Seattle)

THE ELECTRIC TRAIN SHOP
625 SW 152nd St. 206-244-7077

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, HO, N.
Buy, sell, and repair.

Supplying all your railroading needs.
Open Mon.-Sat.

www.eastsidetrains.com

WASHINGTON • Kirkland

EASTSIDE TRAINS, INC.
217 Central Way 425-828-4098

Largest Selection of Trains in the Valley
Buy - Sell - Trade - New & Used Trains

MTH-Weaver-Williams-Lionel-Atlas-Dept 56
M, F 12-7, Tu,W,Th 12-6, Sat 10-3

www.patstrains.com

WEST VIRGINIA • Wheeling

PATRICK’S TRAINS
142 29th Street 304-232-0714

Model trains in G, O, S, HO, N, Z. Old toy trains, 
railway antiques, art, books, DVDs, souvenirs 

and Thomas too. Canadian road names a 
specialty. 20 min. west of Kamloops.

www.kellyskaboose.ca

CANADA–BC • Savona

KELLY’S KABOOSE, THE RAILWAY STORE
6648 Savona Access Rd. 250-377-8510

Model Railroad Specialists since 1962
Lionel Authorized Distributor & Repair Center

All Scales - Special Orders
Closed Mondays  www.georgestrains.com

CANADA–ON • Toronto (Markham)

GEORGE’S TRAINS LTD.
550 Alden Rd., Unit 101 905-470-6200

LEADING 
MODEL RETAILERS
Dealer Directory spaces are sold on a year’s  
basis at $213 per year, six issues, (payable 
in advance), or at $40 per issue (billed to 
established accounts for one year minimum). 
Ads will be set in standard format typography. 
All insertions must be consecutive and may be 
invoiced if you have credit established with us. 
No mention of mail order business permitted. 
Closing dates listed in the Classifieds section. 
Call 888-558-1544, ext. 551.

For more, follow Classic Toy Trains on Facebook!  Go to Facebook.com/ClassicToyTrains today!
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Run your Retail Directory 
ad in the next issue of  

Classic Toy Trains!

Call 888-558-1544,
ext. 551 for more information.
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Train & Toy Collection Buyer  . . . . . . . . . . . . .             21

Train Collector’s Association . . . . . . . . . . . . .             17

Train World  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              9

Traincity.com  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         5, 62

Trains.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              60

Trainz.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              26

Western Depot, The  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     61

WIRE-Plex  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              62

Yankee Dabbler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          6

A REVIEW OF A RARE BIRD
Chris Montagna of YouTube’s “Chris’s 
Trains and Things” channel looks at 
Lionel’s 1926 Cardinal’s Train set. This 
special outfit commemorates a his-
toric consist that existed only briefly.

HOLIDAY LAYOUTS AND MORE
Can’t get enough toy trains around the 
holidays? Trains.com/CTT can help! 
We have several articles on Christmas-
themed layouts, including some you 
can build. There are also photo galler-
ies featuring everything that glitters in 
O and S gauges.  

LAYOUT VIDEOS
Be sure to check out videos of layouts 
that have appeared in recent issues. 
One of the most exciting is John Man-
sueto’s S gauge layout. It’s a compact 
display with big ideas!

WE BELIEVE THAT OUR READERS ARE AS IMPORTANT AS OUR ADVERTISERS. If you do not receive your merchandise or a 
reply from an advertiser within a reasonable period, please contact us with details about your order. Model Railroader magazine, 
21027 Crossroads Circle, Waukesha, WI 53186.The Advertiser Index is provided as a service to Classic Toy Trains magazine  
readers. The magazine is not responsible for omissions or for typographical errors in names or page numbers.
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Tips & techniques

All tied up on the right-of-way
Plus a great-running B unit out of Marx parts

MOST MODELING OF ROADBED 
AND RIGHT-OF-WAY scenery concerns 
itself with ballasting, vegetation, and sig-
nals or signage. Other than Lionel’s Tie-Jec-
tor, I’ve not seen much attention paid to 
what one often sees along the right-of-way, 
namely, piles of replacement ties waiting to 
be put in place and piles of the worn ties 
that have been replaced.

For FasTrack layouts, there is a simple 
way to add this touch. I noticed that the 
long matchsticks used to light fireplaces are 
a great source for the bare wood.

FasTrack ties are 23/8" long, and their 
width matches exactly the width of the 
matchsticks. After cutting each matchstick 
into 23/8” segments, I paint them a dark 
brown to black to simulate new, creosoted 
ties. To simulate worn ones, I first use a 
hobby knife to roughen up the wood. Then 
I color them with a light gray paint. After 
that has dried, I drybrush them with white 
and black to simulate their worn condition. 

You can place the new ties in several 
places: obviously along the right-of-way, 
but also in gondolas waiting to be taken to 
wherever they need to go. The worn ties 
can be placed along the right-of-way, too. 
— Terry Cripe, Defiance, Ohio

Tips & techniques

Right on the Marx!
You’re looking at one of the most reliable locomotives that I 
have. I’ve operated a lot of Marx equipment and have found 
their motors to be very dependable. 

I wondered if I could build a diesel unit out of two of the No. 
490 or 400 steam engine motors. The body had to be wide 
enough to allow them to pivot. The easiest way to do it was to 
build a B unit, so that I didn’t have to construct a cab and pilot.

Here it is. I used replacement truck sides from Marx O gauge 
E7 diesels to hide the steam engine drivers. The body is made out 
of cardboard with some wood and metal parts and measures 16" 
in length. It just drops on over the frame and isn’t fastened down.

One of these motors doesn’t really pull a lot, but two of them 
together can haul a reasonable-length train.

The unit runs from very slow to extremely fast. If your train is 
running behind schedule, you can put on this locomotive and get 
your train wherever it needs to go on time!

I operate this E8B behind a dummy Alco also decorated for 
the Seaboard. Most of the cost involved was the $5 for each 
motor. Since the gears come all the way to the flanges, it has to 
run through Marx or similar switches. Also, I operate my trains 
on Marx O-34 curves. — Mike Small, Greensboro, N.C.  

WANT TO SHARE?  Write to“Tips” at Classic Toy Trains, P.O. Box 1612, 
Waukesha, WI 53187-1612, or email us at tips@classictoytrains.com and put the 
word “tips” in the subject line. We’ll pay you $25 for any tip we publish unless it was 
contained in a previously purchased article.

It’s easy to simulate 
railroad ties as a 
scenic element. 
Cut long fireplace 
matchsticks to the 
proper length and 
then paint and place 
them in a gondola or 
along the track. 
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THE 
PRICE 
GUIDES
COLLECTORS 
TRUST
What’s it worth?
The 2023 pocket price guides are here to help!
As go-to sources for accurate and current market value informa-
tion, the Lionel® and American Flyer pocket price guides provide 
updated pricing in a comprehensive, easy-to-read format for O 
and S gauge train listings. Use these functional, easy-to-read 
essential pocket-sized price guides anywhere you need them.

Don’t miss out on these  
top-selling reference guides!

Order your copies today at 
KalmbachHobbyStore.com/2023PPG

UPDATED & REVISED NEW 2023 EDITIONS!
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