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Richmond, Fredericksburg & Potomac operated 
independently but was equally owned by:

 Baltimore & Ohio
 Atlantic Coast Line
 Chesapeake & Ohio
 Pennsylvania
 Seaboard Air Line
 Southern

St. George

•
•
•
•
•
•

Washington Union Station and Washington
Terminal Co. were jointly owned by PRR and B&O 
and leased to C&O, Southern, and RF&P.

Western Maryland stock was 
owned 43 percent by the B&O; 
it operated independently.

Tylerdale Connecting jointly
owned and operated alternately
by B&O and PRR.

Monongahela Railway
jointly owned by B&O, PRR, and
P&LE (NYC); operated separately.

Staten Island Rapid Transit
owned solely by the B&O.

Cincinnati Union Terminal 
jointly owned by the
City of Cincinnati and: 

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Baltimore & Ohio
Chesapeake & Ohio
Louisville & Nashville
New York Central
Norfolk & Western
Pennsylvania
Southern

The Baltimore & Ohio Chicago 
Terminal and Grand Central Station 
were solely owned by the B&O.

Baltimore & Ohio
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Chicago & Eastern Illinois
Gulf, Mobile & Ohio
Illinois Central
Louisville & Nashville
Missouri-Kansas-Texas
Missouri Pacific
New York Central
Pennsylvania
Rock Island
Southern
St. Louis-San Francisco
St. Louis Southwestern
Wabash

In 1950, the Terminal Railroad Association 
of St. Louis was owned by these member 
railroads. Twelve other non-
member railroads used the passenger and 
freight facilities.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Indianapolis Union 
Railway jointly owned by:

 Baltimore & Ohio
 Pennsylvania
 New York Central
 Monon
 Nickel Plate

Kentucky & Indiana Terminal
jointly owned by:

 Baltimore & Ohio
 Monon
 Southern

1,679 steam locomotives
373 diesels
100,190 freight cars
1,315 passenger cars

B&O equipment ca. 1950

   On July 4, 1828, the first stone was laid for 
the Baltimore & Ohio in the time-honored 
Masonic tradition. After the stone was 
declared foursquare, there was a great 
parade for which almost all the citizens of 
Baltimore turned out to either participate in 
or watch. Probably less than a dozen people 
in the whole city could say with absolute 
certainty what a railroad was, making 
building one 300 miles west to the Ohio 
River all the more audacious.
   As the first railroad of any length in the 
United States, the B&O had to invent itself 
and American railroading as it went along. 
Standards for track, clearances, curves, 
bridges, equipment, and motive power all 
had to be determined and often redone.
   Nevertheless, they persisted and reached 
Cumberland in 1841, then Wheeling in 1852. 
They kept expanding west, arriving in 
Chicago in 1874 and into St. Louis through 
merger in 1893.
   This map shows the B&O as it was circa 
1950 at the leading edge of total 
dieselization when the vast majority of 
steam-related facities shown here will lose 
their reason for being and disappear.

•
•
•
•

B&O acquired the Reading through stock 
ownership in 1903 to gain trackage rights 
over Reading and CNJ to Jersey City. B&O 
owned 42.21 percent of Reading voting stock;
Reading controlled the CNJ. 

*Columbus and Newark (C&N)
  Division jointly owned by PRR
  and B&O; operated by B&O.

Toledo Division

Former Buffalo & Susquehanna
leased to B&O 1932; partially
abandoned 1936.

Former Buffalo & Susquehanna
leased to B&O 1932; purchased
by B&O 1954.

B&O passenger trains used Pere 
Marquette from Toledo to Detroit until 
1946, then New York Central. No B&O 
crews worked north of Toledo.

West Trenton

10 tugboats
34 carfloats
28 covered barges

Divided between New York
and Baltimore.

B&O marine fleet ca. 1950
•
•
•

Toledo Division
Wheeling Division

Newark Division

Wheeling Division

Ohio Division

Akron Division

Pittsburgh Division
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Baltimore Division
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Baltimore Division

Akron Division, Akron to Warwick
jointly owned by B&O and PRR;
operated by PRR.

Indianapolis Division
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Baltimore & Ohio
Chicago Terminal

•
•
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•
•
•
•
•

Columbus and
Newark Division*
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To Akron Jct.
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B&O Baltimore & Ohio
CNJ Central of New Jersey
IHB Indiana Harbor Belt
IU Indianapolis Union
K&IT Kentucky & Indiana Terminal
MGA Monongahela
MILW Milwaukee Road
NYC New York Central 
P&LE Pittsburgh & Lake Erie
PRR Pennsylvania
RDG Reading Co.
RF&P Richmond, Fredericksburg & Potomac
SIRT Staten Island Rapid Transit
TRRA Terminal Railroad Association
WATC Washington Terminal
WM Western Maryland
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 Baltimore and Ohio, circa 1950
The divisions and facilities of America’s first railroad as it transitioned from steam to diesel


