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Use these two 
tracks for arrivals

Crossover arrangement allows 
locomotive to uncouple from train and 
escape via the adjacent track

Add hill or 
mountainside 
scenery at center of 
loop to hide track 
from full view

Overpass 
substitutes for 
the crossing 
used in a 
traditional 
figure-eight 
scheme

An approximate 
4 percent grade

Track switches are 
all within reach of 
the layout perimeter

Tunnel portal or 
structures disguise track 
routing under yard

Leave an opening in the 
benchwork and scenery to access 
tracks along the back of the 
layout

 Zero inches

51⁄4 inches

 3 percent 
grade

1 percent 
grade

Potential location 
for small operating 
accessories

Space 
permitting, 
layout can be 
expanded 
from this 
location
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