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The lines at Rochelle belong to the two Western 
rail giants: Union Pacific and BNSF Railway. UP’s 
route was the main line of the Chicago & North 
Western until UP merged C&NW in 1995. Built by 
a C&NW affiliate, the rails reached Rochelle—then 
named Hickory Grove—on Jan. 14, 1854. This later 
became known as part of “the Overland Route,” 
between Chicago and San Francisco. Today, the 
tracks are part of the Geneva Subdivision of UP’s 
Illinois Division. Rochelle is at UP Milepost 75, mea-
sured from downtown Chicago.

BNSF was created by the merger of Burlington 
Northern and Santa Fe in 1995. The line was part 
of the BN from 1970 to 1995, and before 1970 
it was the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, popularly 
known as “the Burlington” or “the Q.” Built in 1857, 
this portion of the Chicago-Twin Cities line is often 
called “the C&I,” for the Chicago & Iowa, an 1869 
predecessor company. Today it is the Aurora 
Subdivision of BNSF’s Minnesota Division. Rochelle 
is at BNSF Milepost 83, also measured from down-
town Chicago.

Both lines are under Centralized Traffic Control, 
or “CTC,” controlled by UP dispatchers in Omaha, 
Neb., and BNSF dispatchers in Fort Worth, Texas. 
Until 1965, the crossing was controlled by an opera-
tor in an interlocking tower. Today the crossing is an 
“automatic” interlocking, meaning it is “first-come, 
first-served” for the right-of-way for any approaching 
train, regardless of railroad or direction.

As many as 120 freight trains every 24 hours 
bang across the Rochelle diamonds. UP’s traffic 
here is largely coal and intermodal, which is both 
double-stacked containers and truck trailers riding 
“piggyback” on flatcars. BNSF’s traffic is mostly 
intermodal. Both roads also haul “vehicle” trains 
of trilevel auto-rack cars. Rochelle has not been 
served by regular passenger trains since the incep-
tion of Amtrak in 1971.
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Website: www.rochellerailroadpark.org

Yesterday and today at Rochelle

To subscribe to TRAINS:  
Call toll-free 
>> (800) 533-6644 

Or visit our website at:  
>> www.TrainsMag.com

12 issues $42.95

P5335

A59TSee the railroad action at the  
TRAINS Rochelle Webcam: www.TrainsMag.com

The Rochelle Railroad Park

Welcome to the 

ROCHELLE
Railroad Park

Crossroads of  
Union Pacific & BNSF Railway

Get the magazine 
railroad enthusiasts 

Read First



UP

52

64

64

64

251

251

64

38

56

38

38

47

78

78

78

40

40

40

26

26

26
 2

 2

2

2

67

67
30

30

52

52

52
30

34

34

30

47

23

23

176

Morris
on

St
er

lin
g
Nels

on
Dixo

n

Flag Center

Chana

Ashton

Denrock

Hillsdale

CLINTON

SAVANNA  

ROCKFORD

ROCHELLE

Albany

Sabula

Burke Chadwick

Mille
dgeville Polo

Stra
tford 

Mt. M
orris

Oregon

Davis Jct.

Lee 

Shabbona

DeKalb

Maple Park

Elburn
Geneva

W. Chicago
Creston

BX

Waterman

Hinckley

Big Rock

Sugar Grove
Aurora

Wheaton
Proviso

Yard

Elgin

Flagg

Steward

Genoa

Union

Coral East Rd.

Highbridge Rd.
Olson Rd.

N. Union Rd.

S. Union Rd.

Marengo Belvidere 

Mendota

Earlville

Illinois Railway Museum

51

51

20

20

20

39

90

39

55

55
90

90

94

94

294

290

290

294

355

88

88

88
UP

UP

BNSF

Routes to ROCHELLE

Troy Grove
GalesburgPeoria

Davenport

Galesburg 

Cedar Rapids

BNSF

BN
SF

BNSF
BNSF

UP

UP

UP

IC&E

IC&E

IC
&E

IC
&E

IC
&E

IC&E 

Ill
. R

AI
LN

ET
(e

x-
BN

SF
)

O’Hare 
Airport

Union 
Station 

Ogilvie Trans.
    Center 

IC&E

(IC&E)

METRA

CN/IC

CN/IC

EJ
E

EJE

EJE

CN/IC

IC&E

BNSF
BNSF

BNSF

BNSF

BNSF

UP

UP

UP

UP

UP

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 miles

Not all lines shownRadio frequencies:
BNSF:  161.160  Aurora-Savanna
      161.040  Maple Park-Clinton
      160.890  Chicago-Maple Park
   

Ro
ck

Ri
ve
r

M
IS
SI
SSI

PPI

RI
V
ER

ILL. RAILNET

LAKE
M
ICH

IG
AN

Naperville

La Grange
CHICAGO 

*

Ky
te R

ive
r

39

88

251

251

38

38

Lincoln 
Highway

Creston Rd.

Cold storage

Steward Rd.

Del Monte

To Clinton, Iowa

NORTH

To Dixon
To Mendota

To Chicago

BNSF
yard

 Steam 
Plant Rd.

Main St.

M
ai

n 
St

.

To Steward

To Creston

To 
ChicagoOld Whitcomb plant

To Savanna

15
th

 S
t.

7th Ave.2n
d 

St
.

3r
d 

St
.

Ca
ro

n 
Dr

.

To Rockford

To 
Rockford

To Creston

7t
h 

St
.

7t
h 

St
.

9t
h 

St
.

Caron Rd.

To Chicago

BNSF

UP

UP

BNSF

Ave.Lincoln
4th Ave.

RAILROAD PARK

Global lll.

*

Depot

ROCHELLE, ILL.
0 1⁄

4
1⁄

2
 mile

38

ROCHELLE

I L L I N O I S

Savanna
Clinton Chicago

  >> Crossroads of Union Pacific and BNSF Railway

J. David Ingles

Rochelle is one of several spots an hour or so 
from Chicago where main rail lines cross as they 
head from the Windy City to all points of the 
compass. Other examples include Galesburg 
and Joliet, Ill.; South Bend and Wellsboro, Ind.; 
and Duplainville, Wis., near Milwaukee. Rochelle 
is one of the few points in the country, however, 
where such a junction boasts two double tracks 
crossing each other at grade, forming four 
“diamonds” (so called for the shape of the rails 
at the crossing).

See the railroad action at the TRAINS Rochelle 
Webcam: www.TrainsMag.com

TRAINS magazine
welcomes you to Rochelle, 
home of the Railroad Park

The Rochelle Railroad Park


